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i’ORT WILLIAM 6th Jany. 1826. 


Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations} 
Vol. 336, 

No. 17. 


Bangkok 11 Jany. 1825. 


To .J. Crawfurd Esqr. 

Resident Ac. Ac. 

My Dear Sir. 


I beg leave to acquaint you, that on my Arrival 
hero the 12th Xovr. 1 have conformably to your 
directions delivered into the hands of the Plira Ivlang 
the several letters you were pleased to entrust to my 
care as well as the various presents sent by the Ship 
Caroline as follows : — 

1000 Muskets 
a Gold Watch 
a Parcel of Coral Beads 

a fowling Piece and an Emerald Ring — all in 
good Condition. The Coral turned out short of 
weight, weighing only 6 1 Catties instead of 15 
Catties as stated in your letter. I regret this circum- 
stance the more, as these suspicious people may 
think that it was plundered in my possession. 1 
therefore beg to. request that you will have the 
goodness to put me right in their Opinion in one of 
vour early Communications to the Plira Klany. 
That personage appeared much pleased with all 
the presents except the Ring which, as well as the 
one you formerly sent him, are condemned as mere 
imitations, and he hinted as much as if he intended to 
return them. 1 said as much as I could in support of 
their genuineness but jvjthouf any effect, 

1 have not rece ( ivYd ■ $tny intimation what the 
return presents are to consist of. but this I shall most 
likely hear very soon, and shall have the pleasure to 
acquaint you of it iit my next. 
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On the Subject of the Barman War 1 have had 
frequent Conversations with the Plira Klang. and 
others of the officers of Government, but seldom 
amounted to more than mere enquiry on their paid, 
generally to the following import- What are the 
names of the Generals Commanding the English Army ? 
the number of Troops engaged, how many, ami what 
are the places taken by the English V These questions 
I answered as far as 1 was acquainted with the facts, 
and on all occasions I endeavoured to satisfy them as 
to the friendly disposition of the English towards them. 

On one occasion the Plira Xiang informed me 
that they were about to dispatch a large Army ( as 
was their annual Custom ) ta the frontiers, under the 
Command of the 2d. Phra Ivlang. Phva Phiphu, 
who was then present to observe the motions of the 
Burmese, and to sei/e any of them who might pass the 
boundaries to bring them into slavery. 1 here recom- 
mended to him to address a letter to any of the 
English Generals who might be in the direction he 
went, to inform of hi- intention, who I was persuaded 
would enter into some arrangements with him as 
it would be advantageous to both parties tor the 
prosecution of the War. To this recommendation 
no answer was returned, had they pursued the 
subject a little further. 1 would have offered them an 
introduction, by means of one or both of the letters 
you were kind enough to have favored me with, but as 
they did not appear to wish for such, 1 did not 
consider myself authorized to offer it. 

The Phra Ivlang informed me very lately that the 
King has in consequence of your representations, 
ordered several large Armies to the frontiers, to assist 
the English — and that lie has also given directions to 
the Rajah of Eigore. to render them every assistance 
they required, in providing Beats or otherwise — and 
that another is about to be dispatched from hence for 
the same purpose. 
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This show of preparation sounds well, if its sin- 
cerity could be depended upon. My own opinion 
however is, were I allowed to offer one, that it is 
entirely forced, and that if they could conveniently 
consult their own disposition, they would willingly 
assist the Barmans ; this feeling they cannot conceal 
when they hear of any advantage having been gained 
by the Hnglisli. I have heard it mentioned that, 
when the present King was first informed of the War, 
he observed “ it would only increase the number of 
Slaves ( English ? ) to cut grass for the King’s 
Elephants. - ’ 

I have also been informed lately that not long 
since he received a letter from the King of Ava, 
inviting him to send him an Army to his Assistance 
against the English and that he would for ever forget 
all past differences ; and was very anxious to be pre- 
sent at the Ceremony of burning the body of the late 
King. This compliment it is said much perplexed 
the Councils of the King, and consequently they were 
a long time before they could decide upon any Mea- 
sures — and now when they have decided in favor of 
the English their professions are without sincerity and 
they will be ready to embrace the first favorable 
opportunity to join the Barmans. What truth there 
may be in these statements and reports I cannot say 
but from what I observed of them myself now, and 
formerly, I should certainly say that their fears of the 
English is such that they will never enter into any 
Cordial Alliance or Co-operation with them. They 
are now busily employed constructing Forts — but so 
flimsy are these Airy buildings that they will not 
long stand the shock of their own duns, much less 
that of an Enemy's — they are preparing Beams to lay 
across the river to obstruct the Navigation. 

I have seen a Borman Soldier here a short time 
since with a small English flag in his possession — his 
story was that he and several others were left by the 
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"English to guard a small fort somewhere near the 
frontiers of Siam with instructions to guard it and that 
in ease they might be seen by the Siamese to shew 
the flag and that they would not molest them, .V 
part}- of the Siamese, however, having discovered them 
they seized this man witli the flag ( the others made 
their escape) and brought him up here and examined 
him before the King who was so satisfied with his 
Account that he ordered him presents in Money and 
Cloth and to be sent back immediately and delivered 
to the English. Like a true Soldier this man would 
never part with the flag on any Account — he reported 
also that the English did not hurt the people, that 
they were all returning to their house? and were verv 
happy. I believe this Account more than anything 
ehe induced the Siamese to declare in favor of the 
English. 

I shall again do myself the pleasure of addressing 
you Per Caroline to sail in all February— when L shall 
acquaint you of any fresh occurrence which may come 
to my knowledge. 

I have not yet obtained permission to Build a 
House here nor even to remain on Shore — the former 
ha? been totally refused. Whether they will persist 
in this or not 1 cannot at present say — much 1 think 
will depend upon the result of the War. In the event 
of your concluding any arrangements with this 
Government ot a Commercial Nature, 1 hope you will 
not forget to put in a clause for our benefit. 

I shall be most happy it any information I can 
from time to time give you without interfering with 
any other view.?, be of any Service. 

1 have &c. 

(Sd.) JOHN GILLIES 
A True C'opy 

v 

, (Sd.) J. CBAWITIN) Besident. 
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Factory J-'OKT COEN WALLIS- — The 3. Febmaiy 1825. 

Records, 

Straits Settle- 

ments, Vol. 99, 
pp. 315-334. 

AGENT to the SIAMESE STATES. 


Political Agent 
to the Siamese 
States 28 
January 1825. 

Sir. 

Having visited Kedah under the instructions 
conveyed to me in your letters under date the 8th and 
17th instant, and having obtained a promise from the 
young Chief there to despatch as soon as the Elephants 
and Attendants can be made ready, a Confidential 
Agent from me to his father at Figure, and to provide 
in. 1 in three or four days with two of his own Servants 
and letters of introduction addressed to the Siamese 
Chiefs to the Northward ; I have deemed it advisable 
to return to Penang, in order to give the young Chief 
time to fullil his promise, a; well as to enable the 
H. C. Prig •le-i'.y to have some trifling repairs exe- 
cuted ; and 1 now beg to detail my proceedings at 
Kedah for the inform ition of the lionble. the Governor 
in Council. 

1 lelr Penang on the doth and arrived at Kedah 
in the evening of the 221. A few days previous to my 
departure. 1 had despatched a Chinese, Aeliong tin- 
son of Low Aiiimee. to Kedah, with directions to 
proceed to Singora and Ligor in the character of a 
Merchant, and to meet me at Trang with intelligence ; 
luit on my arrival at Kedah i win sorry to learn that 
lie had gCeii slopped in ct nisei pience of some verv per- 
emptory orders which the Governor of Figure had 
reiMitly i-siud. against allowing any British Subject 

to cross th.c Count r\« 


To 

W. S. GRACE APT Esqr. 

Acting Secretary to Government 
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At noon on the 23d. 1 had my first Audience with 
the young Cluet of Ligore, and it lasted upwards 
of five hours. After some general conversation I 
prevailed upon him. and not without some difficulty, to 
grant me a private audience, in which manner 1 saw 
him again on the 21th 2oth and 26th during the two 
last of which days he admitted me at night, and on 
the 2otli detained me until past 10 o'clock in the 
morning. The young Chief and some of his Servants 
immediately recognized me as the person who had 
twice visited his father in 1S22, and after the first 
day, I think I succeeded in removing all distrust and 
suspicion on their part. A small Schooner, which the 
very crowdel stat j of the Jessy had obliged me to hire, 
and which I have found truly serviceable, was allowed 
to enter the River and anchor close to the Fort and 
Palace, nearly five Miles distant from the spot where 
the -Jessy was obliged to anchor. NX opposition was 
made to my visiting every part of the Port and Town, 
and rowing up the River as far nearly as Alister, 
while the Sepoys and my Attendants were allowed to 
go on shore from the Schooner as much as they pleased, 
and to mix with the people : and 1 was not only suffer- 
ed to sleep in tile Town of Kedah during the nights of 
the 21th 2 At 1 1 and 26tli but to convei'M*. and without 
any appearance of being watched, with every class of 
the inhabitants. I did not affect any show or state, and 
had thus very favorable opportunities of gathering 
intelligence. 


\\ ith respect to the Ostensible object of my visit, 
namely ‘‘ to effect some arrangement for suppressing 
" the Robberies and Piracies which have been c-ora- 
“ mitted of late on our frontiers ” 1 found the voung 

( liief extremely ready to give orders for apprehending 
and punishing offenders, but I coidd not persuade him 
ro give me a written engagement for a mutual sur- 
render ot Criminals between Penang and Kedah, 
although he admitted the advantage of such an 
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arrangement. He observed that he was always an- 
xious to apprehend and punish offenders, and to 
comply with any requisitions on this head from the, 
Governor of Penang, and in proof thereof he stated, 
that he has at the present moment, several Pirates, and 
among others a noted character named Che Heintan, 
in chains— that he had apprehended and delivered 
several Convicts who had tied to Kedah from Penang, 
and that he had kept Tueang Chukoor, the Chinese 
Parmer at Qualla Hilda, and against whom the Gover- 
nor of Penaiur had preferred a Complaint, confined in 
a Cangue or moveable Pillory during several weeks. 
On the second day when the young Chief shewed me, 
the Draft of a letter which he was about to address on 
this subject to the Honorable the Governor, in reply 
to the letter I delivered to him from the Malay 
Translator, 1 found it contained only general and 
unmeaning expressions of friendship. I pointed out 
to him tlie inutility of any such letter, and prevailed 
upon him to order another Draft. When this second 
Draft was shewn to me on the following day, 1 re- 
marked in it a phrase against which I immediately 
objected, and the pertinacious manner in which the, 
young Chief and his principal Officer Cliiom Pyaban 
insisted on the word being used, convinced me that 1 
was right, in suspecting the interpretation, which they 
meant hereafter to apply to it. 1 had heard from 
several respectable persons at Kedah, that the Gover- 
nor of Ligore was fitting out t lie twelve or fourteen 
large Boats which l saw at Kedah, as well as a great- 
many others at Settoul and Tr.ing. in order to take 
possession of Perak, and to attack the Raja of Salan- 
gore, with whom he was stated to be much offended, 
and I suspected therefore, that the design of the young 
Chief in proposing to acquaint the Honble. the 
Governor that “he would apprehend and punish 
“ Robbers and Pirates to the Southward of Penang,” 
was to pave the way for his father's invasion of Perak 
and -Salangore. Conediving that we had never admitted 
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the Governor of Ligore's right of jurisdiction to tin* 
Southward of Penang, and that it would be impolitic 
to admit it now. I opposed the introduction of that 
phrase : and after much discussion succeeded in per- 
suading the Young Chief to order a third Draft to 
be prepared, in which the word •* Sorthimril" was 
substituted. 

Although the third letter was not satisfactory on 
See Enclosure the subject of a mutual restitution of Criminals, [did 
Ho - '• not think it prudent to importune the Chief any 

further for the present, and particularly as he told me 
that the letter from the Malay Translator did not 
mention this point, and assured me that he would he 
always ready to apprehend and deliver any Criminal- 
for whom the Honble. the Governor might apply. 
It is inconceivable how averse the Siamese are to 
commit them-elves on Paper. Put should the Honble. 
the Governor still con ider it advisable to persuade the 
the young Chief at Kedah to enter into an engagement 
for the mutual surrender of Pirates and Robbers, 1 
am inclined to think that a proposition to this effect 
and an offer on our part to agree to such an 
arrangement, would he -m_ces-ful. 

The day after my arrival at Kedah. 1 learnt that 
Tucang Chukoor had been released and sent to (jualla 
Muda. On my remon-t rating \\ ith the Chief against 
hi- permitting such a character to lvrurn thither, he 
a—nred me that he had onlv boon -out with men. 
in order 1o point out tin* haunts of several Pirates, 
who infest that. River, and that he hoped by thi- 
mean- to apprehend them. 

Kedah is at pre-enf in a very v. retched condition 

most nt Gi ■ Huns ' are in in ruin-, and iln* appearance 
of tin* Inhabitant- denotes p.n erty ami disea-e. The 
smallpox is raging in the R r:. and aim . -t ,. Vt _ rv 
i’ 1 1 ' uU horn I saw is afflicted wain seam* cutaneous 
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disorder. The young Chief himself, although attired 
in fine Silk, and with handsome Jewels, has his Arms 
and Legs covered with Itch. Poultry is cheap — from 
five to seven Dollars per hundred, but the exportation 
of Grain is prohibited, and the trade between that 
place and Trang is almost entirely at an end. I learnt, 
and pointed out to the young Chief that some of his 
Chinese and Cliulia Servants make exactions on all 
Boats visiting the Port, and he observed that as such 
a practice was unauthorized, he would direct his 
Officers to put a .-top to it. I pointed out to him also 
the impolitic and unfriendly procedure of suppressing 
the intercourse and trade which formerly subsisted 
overland between Kedah and Ligore, and 1 beg to 
submit, that if on this head, as well as on that re- 
garding the extortion of his Chinese and Cliulia Ser- 
vants, a letter were addressed to the young Chief by 
the Honorable the Governor, the measure would most 
probably obtain some advantage in favour of our 
Native traders. 

The Port of Kedah is truly contemptible. On the 
works, which are in many places in ruins, are 
mounted about Jo or 40 old and honey-combed pieces 
of Ordnance, generally with broken Carriages. The 
residence of the Chief, a brick and tiled Building, the 
Audience Hall of Attap. and the Houses of his 
Officers and Suite ot the same Material, tire within the 
Port. I found the Court very thinly attended, and 
with scarcely a twentieth part ot the Guard of Soldiers 
which surrounded the Governor of Ligore in 1S22. 

The present Chief is an illegitimate Son and 
about 2J year- of age— his name is Loosing but his 
Father htt- directed him tube always named bv the 
Malay title o! Bujinda Muda or Young Prince, lb' 
po-se— e- rather pleasing manners, and displayed more 
intelligence in his Empiiries regarding the Burmese 
War than L should have expected. The principal 
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officer under him, and without whose advice indeed 
his father lias forbidden him to undertake any mea- 
sure, is a tall and athletic man. called Chiom I’va ban. 
This is the person who first enterel Kedah, and 
killed the Laxaniana. He boasted to me that he had 
attacked Kedah with only 300 Soldiers, and had 
driven several thousand Malays before him. He has 
repeatedly served against the Burmese and particu- 
larly in the direction of Mergin'. Among numerous 
questions regarding the present War. he shrewdly 
asked me. whether the English had yet succeeded in 
prevailing on any of the Burmese to accept Pay and 
Service under them and fight against their own 
Countrymen — and I obtained from him, after taking 
some trouble to ejneiliate him. the information upon 
which the accompanying sketch of the Siamese 
* see Enclosure States between Bangkok and Kedah is formed.* I 
n°. 2 . compared his information however with that which 
L elicited from the principal Snamm.ee or Siamese 
Priest, named Siehoom. with whom 1 formed an 
acquaintance at Kedah. Both Chiom Pya ban and 
Siehoom are Natives of 1 figure, and have repeatedly 
visited Bmgkok. With iv-p *ct to the places lying 
between Mm-gul and -I tmke-*y!on toward-* the Bay of 
Bengal. I obtained additional information from some 
respectable Malays, who had often visited that 
Coa-t. 


Throughout the Kingdom of K**dah there arc not 
at present more that <> or Siamese or Ligurians. 
<H thes-> there are 300 at K Mali. 1 do under a Chiom 
or Luang at Pnrli-. do mure mule’" two other of the 
Coventor of 1 figure's illegitimate >un> at Settool, and 
the remainder -raftered about the interior. The 
above intelligence i- t tie re-all of nmrh enquiry 
among the different Cla -. < . !' Inhabitants at K dah. 

A >\uh re-jiee* to th* alleged ri-ing influence of 
lie* f hi**} of Sijjg, iu:<!. :• lie* new King of Siam's 
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favor. I found it extremely difficult to collect any 
positive information. Several Malays and Chinese at 
Kedah assured me, that after the remains of the late 
King of Siam are burnt, ( and the Governor of every 
Province has been summoned to assist at the Ceremony 
which is to take place in about two months from this 
date ) the Chief of Singora is to be appointed to take 
charge of the Territory of Kedah, and to replace the 
Ex-King. The Siamese however ridiculed this report, 
and informed me. that it originated in the circumstance 
of the Chief of Singora having been released from 
Chains upon the death of the late King of Siam, 
when, according to the Laws of Siam, every Prisoner's 
confinement was remitted. This intelligence was 
confirmed by the Siamese Priest. The Chief of Singora 
is stated to b a an old friend and playfellow of the 
present King of Siam. An intelligent Chinese 
declared to me, that altho' the Chief of Ligoro is at 
present under some disgrace at Siam, yet as lie ha<l 
despatched his wife thither with valuable presents, 
and is preparing to follow her with still richer pre- 
sents, and as lie possesses much greater means than the 
Chief of Singora for conciliating the corrupt Court of 
Siam, it is most prob dole that lie will retain his credit, 
and influence. He is at present much vexed at the 
death of a Daughter, whom he had intended a' a Bride 
for the p resent King of Siam. There is no doubt 
that a very strong personal enmity exists between the 
two Chiefs : and the Chief of Mcrdeelong or Kotelon 
as well as flic Chief of Singora. is now entirely cut off 
from all c mmumication with tic 1 We-tcrn Sea. Until 
very lately, they were cadi allowed a I’ort in the 
Kedah territory by tile Chief ot Li gore. 

During the long confi ■renc -s which i hud with the 
vonnu' chief at Kedah. I informal him very fully as to 
everv circumstance relating to the present \\ ar. 1 pre- 
sented him with a Copy of il or.- burgh's Chart, in which 
1 filled up the direction of tile irrawally. Saluen or 
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Thaluan and Menam Rivers, and assisted him to write 
down in the Siame.se character, the names ot the 
principal Places. 

The Chief questioned me very minutely as to the 
number of places captured by the British forces, their 
strength and the names of the principal officers. He 
took notes of my replies, for the purpose he said ot 
communicating the information to hi-, father; and tlii' 
gave me an opportunity of offering to go myself and 
see his father at Li gore. I then dwelt much upon the 
many important points regarding the present War, 
which I could relate to hi- father and which it would 
be highly creditable to hi* father, to '■•ommimicate a* 
soon as possible to the Court of Siam. i shelved the 
direction in which the Siamese troops might move 
against the Capital of Ava, and probably seize the 
person of the King of Ava at iloueh, to which place, 
it is stated, that Monarch would fly the moment out 
Troops approached. But I now discovered that the 
Siamese at Kedah, and probably at Ligore, do not 
entirely credit the intelligence of our War with Ava. 
They suspei t that our object, in spreading such a 
report, is in view only to be allowed to penetrate 
acro--~ the Country towards Ligore and Siam, and I 
afterward* learnt from several intelligent persons who 
have lately arrived from the Ha-tern Shores, that the 
Court of Siam i- full of doubt and ,-u-pieion as to cm 
views, and rs hardly yet convinced that we arc reallv 
engaged in hostilities again- 1 A\a. 

To my proposition to visit hi- lather at Ligore, 
the \oung Chief replied, that lie regretted hi- orders 
were peivmpton acaiu-t. permitting any British 
subject 1 < > cro-s the Count r\ . 1 !e s;>id however that 

lie would write minutely io hi- fit in r everv thing L 
should communicate to him. Aceordinglv I took 
great pains to let lum under-tand the cause, nature 
..ud pi eg i c-s aft the present \\ ur and shewed him on 
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the Map tlie great advantage of the Siamese immedi- 
ately nmying a force from Cheung-mai or Zemee, and 
protesting themselves of a portion of the valuable 
tract of Country, lying between their boundary and 
the Sal uen or Thaluan River, and into which they had 
to often of Lite years been making incursions. 

Fortunately on the doth a Native Boat belonging 
to the Chief of Rbmnga arrived at Kedah from that 
place, and brought iuteliigene ■* time the British Troops 
had taken Mei-gui. and were actually in Carrisun 
there. After this i succeed j 1 in p vuuiding the Chief 
to allow Aehong- to proreel to his father at Ligore 
with t lie Ictii-r from the IlonLlc. the Covernor, as well 
one from tay-elf. ntging that Chief to give me an 
interview a- -oon a- [ -h'.bl , ‘-. either by meeting me at 

Trang or ;-di .eviug me to jjiu him at Ligore. in 
c.m-c.juencc of A. li.aig having avrompmied "Mr. Craw- 
fur 1 t./ >ai a. h • i- uracil d: /ii-t ed. ami as the Chief 
told tn • tiia' ir would talc* to. ir or live days to have 
the 111 -pli-mts anl Attendants r. ady for con ,■ 'eying 
him to Lh . 1 took the pro •anti >n of having it 
menti. mod in tie letter to the i I onlil a the Covernor 
I lav Ada ice wa- to b allo.ved. to pa- j . L have every 
rea-oti tin.ivfol'-e to h .pe tint the young Chief will 
lull'll hi-.- prornis >. and th it Aeic ng in tile course office 
and ' w e i i y or tinny day- will lie able to meet me at 
Trane with some con.-ct intcihgenee. not only regard- 
ing the ptv-enr condition ot’tiie t. of Ligore and 
Sitigora.bin regarding tlie view- a. id feelings of the 
Court i f Siam, lie has been ii-lrueted to u-c every 
moan- in Id- power to aihliv tlie Clii“f of Ligore to 
gi\ c me an interview . 

On I he young Chief hearing that I would probably 
vi-ir Merged, and expressing a de-ire of obtaining 
more information regarding tlie progre-s of the War, 
.1 propost d to him to dispatch some of his most trust- 
worthy (Servants lo : 4 eeompany me to the Northward, 
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and promised to bring them back to Kedali in safety. 
He acceded to this proposal, and further consented to 
give me letters of introduction to the Chiefs of Phoonga, 
Chimpohun and Tuecopa, as I observed that 1 was 
anxious to explain to them, as fully as I had done to 
him, the circumstances of the present War. If the 
young Chief do not disappoint me on this last head, I 
shall certainly secure very important facilitation in 
communicating with the Ports to the Northward ; and 
it was principally to inspire him with additional con- 
fidence in my professions, that I resolved to return to 
Penang, and convey to him other letters, and some 
trifling Articles which he expressed his desire to 
possess. 


I deem it my duty, however, to state candidly, for 
the information of the Honble. the Governor in Coun- 
cil, that from this Coast, it will be impossible, in my 
opinion, to communicate with the Chief of Singora — 
that I am b}’ no means sanguine of being now allowed 
to pass across the Country to Ligore — and that while 
I hope Achong will be able to avail himself of the 
talent which he possesses to collect some positive in- 
telligence regarding Siam, Ligore and Singora, I think 
my only chance of being useful, will be to explain the 
circumstances of the present War to the Chiefs of 
Phoonga and Tuecopa, and to endeavour by means of 
the liimiong River, to perform the same duty with 
respect to the Chief of Chimpolmn, who appears to be 
the proper person through whom communications 
regarding our occupation of Tavoy and Mergui can 
be made to the Court of Siam. From all that I could 
collect at Kedah, I am convinced that no impression 
either with respect to the affairs of that Kingdom, or 
concerning our objects in the territory of Tenasserim 
can be made on the Court of Siam by negociation, but 
by means of the Chiefs on the Eastern shore, and if 
therefore, I tail in persuading the Ciiow-pya of Ligore 
to meet me ak Trang, or in reaching Chimpohun, 
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through the Rinnong River, I would beg to suggest 
that I be authorized to go round at once to Singora, 
Ligore, and Chimpohun, and to wait at the last men- 
tioned place for sucli instructions as the Supreme 
Government may be pleased to transmit through 
Mergui, the passage from which place I am assured 
is of three days only, and my presence at Chimpohun 
would perhaps lead to its being immediately laid open 
by the Siamese. 

1 have. &e., &<\ 

(Signed) H. BURNEY. 

Political Agent to the 

Siamese States. 


H. G. Brig -Jessy 
Port Cornwallis 
28 -January 1825. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS—' 'flu :3 February 1825. 


TRANSLATION 


Enclosure I 
In letter from 
Capth. Burney 
dated 23 Jany. 
1825, 


of a letter from tlm Son of the Rtjdi of Liu'or? at 
Qu edali to the Honorable Robert Fullerton. Governor 
of l’rinee of Willem island. 


( AtC el tile UMial Compliment?. ) 

! have to ac' plaint lm friend with le-peet to hi- 
having .'-lit ( ‘aptain Burney wiili a letter to meat 
Quedah. cnnceniiiy" the Pirates and Robbers who have 
been eommirtine' b“|>r ■d.u ion- i > the Northward of 
Pulo I’enane. that 1 mider-tood all the content' and 
purport of that ler.er. 1 lnv ifiveii -friet order? to 
search for and seize the-* 1 Pirate', in .order that they 
may h- jumbhed aiul be made an t. .'-ample of. to deter 
ofh'U- lie 11 the eymmi'-ion of -lieh offence'. 

L have communi'-ated witli (.’attain Burney on 
the -ubjeet of tli-'^e Piiate? and bail people. "My friend 
ivipie-ten l would receive Captain J Jurney v> ith hos- 
pitaiity and li iembliiji. 1 have done mj agreeably to 
the desire c_\pre'sed in my friend'' letter. 

Captain Burney wa~ aiixion- to .-end China 
.V Lone witli a letter from my friend and him-elf to 
ih- Rajah ot Liooiv. and I will order Klephant-i to be 
prepared to s envoy hint aor.K", and people to accom- 
pany him. from a regard for my friend and Captain 
Burney. Captain Burney w ill aeijuainJ mv friend with 
all t lie ( ommunieatioii' which have pa^ed between 

it'. 

DATFB at Quedali 'I’hur'day 27 : •January 1S25. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) .JOHN ANDKRXON 

MaJay Tran-r. to Govt. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS— The 3 February 162-5. 


Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 99, 
pp. 336-344. 


REMARKS. 


Enclosure 2 
in letter from 
Captain Burney 
dated 28 
January. 


The present King of Siam or Khun Luang is not 
an Usurper as reported from Singapore but the eldest 
Son of (lie late King. The Uncle of the present King 
of Siam is Nephew to the Governor of Ligore, and he 
has been appointed Khun Luang Waug-na, or Rajah 
Muda, literally Heir Apparent, an Officer of much 
authority in the Eastern States. 


This is the same who was before called Kroom 
Sat. The report of his decease, and of the Siamese at 
Kedah having 'have 1 their heads in mourning of this 
event is void of foundation. 


None of the Chiefs between Kedah and Bangkok 
are independent Sovereigns or feudatories, but Ser- 
vants implicitly bound and actually obeying the dic- 
tates of the King of Siam. 

Although -(line of these Chiefs, and particularly 
tho-e styled Chav P>ja. Governor General, or a- 
l.oubere translates it. Viceroy, exercise some degree of- 
Sovereign power over their own Countrymen, yet with 
respect to European' not one c*f them dares engage in 
any negotiation with them, luit under the direct 
Authority of the Court of Siam. 

The gradation among the Chiefs of Provinces and 
Towns, or Chow Munir/, i' as follows : — - 

Chow ,Pya. Governor General. 

Pga, Governor. 

Prah, answering to our Lieutenant Governor. 

Luang or Chimn. au'Wering to our Resident — the 
latter title is more honorable, and is never used 
in the presence of a Superior. 

Khoon or Mom a, a grade lower. 

Mean, a grade Still lower. 


f IS ] 


The Pva or Governor of Chimpohun was always 
entrusted by the Court of Siam with the duty of 
watching the Burin.* so on the Coast of Tenasserim, 
and all communications regarding that Coast should be 
addressed to him. The shortest, and alleged only 
route from the Gulf of Siam to Tavoy and Mergui is 
from Chimpohun, where the Siamese forces destined to 
attack those places always assembled. 

Rinnong or Itindong was within a few years hack 
governed by a Malay Chief, but when the Burmese, 
attacked and laid it waste, the Inhabitants fled and 
settled near the East Coast at a place called Lang- 
sewun. Tiie shortest space between the Eastern and 
"Western Seas appears to be at Rinnong. Some, 
persons who have often gone the passage declare, that 
in one tide up the Rinnong River ( which is of some 
size ) you arrive at a road that leads to the Chimpohun 
River, and may be pa-sod in 4 hours, and that 1 hence 
down the Chimpohun River you may arrive at. the 
Seat of the J J ua or Governor of Chimpohun in 8 hours. 

The I’ya or Governor of Poongha lias much in- 
fluence at Siam, as well as the Chow t'ya of Ligore. 

The Chow Pya of Ligore is of Chinese extraction, 
and not only the father of the Pyi of Singora was a 
Chinese, but his Mother was of Chinese extraction. 

The late Pya of Merdelong or Bondelon of 
Kotelon was a Mahometan, but the present. Pya is a 
Siamese sent from Bangkok to succeed. 

An illegitimate son of the Governor of Ligore 
governs at Kedah, two others reside at Settool. while 
the favorite and legitimate Son who was at Trang for 
some months has just returned to Ligore. 

All the Coast between Puldas in Lat : 8 and 

Kedah is occupied by the Troops of the Governor of 
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Ligore. who lias put a stop to all communication with 
Singora and Merdelong. 

Tlie Siamese at Kedah state that Li gore was at 
one time an independent Kingdom, including a 
great portion of the Coast of Tenasserim. but that the 
Chow Pyu of Li gore has at present no authority or 
control whatever over the intermediate Siamese States 
of Chiropohnn, Chenga. Tuecopa or Poongha. They 
also state that there are few Siamese settled at Alergui, 
and a great many in Tavoy, that within the last thve.» 
years the Siamese made an incursion close to the 
Cates of Mergui, and took the Burmese second in 
Command, who is at present a Prisoner in Bangkok. 

They also pretend that the Court of Bangkok is 
(plife indifferent regarding the possession of any 
portion of the Coast of Tenasserim, and had only been 
making incursions into that territory for many years 
] >ast because it belonged to their inveterate Knemies 
the Burmese. 

The present Rajah of Perak is a weak Prince, and. 
his Bindahara applied to the Chow Pya of Ligore for 
assistance against Salangore a relative of the Rajah of 
which place, Tuanko Hussein, has eMablidied himself 
in the territory of Perak at the mouth of the principal 
River. The Detachment which was sent two years 
ago from Kedah was defeated by the Rajah of 
Salangore, who came up from Salangore and attacked 
the Troops of Ligore. Another application has been 
lately made to Ligore l»y the Bindahara of Perak, 
who lias offered to send a Bunya Mas to Siam, and 
Ihe ('how Pyu is now fitting out a large fleet cf Boats 
to attack the Rajah of Salangore. as well as to occupy 
the Country of Perak. Ligore has not at present 
more than 6 or 700 Siamese Troops, throughout the 
territory of Kedah. < 



The Siamese Dominions on the Fastern Shore- 
between Li yore and Caclipuri. are remarkably thinly 
peopled, and Li yore itself lias but a scanty population. 
The I’lj a of Chimpohiin is not allowed to trade, and 
that place since the conquest by the Burmese of 
Mery u i and Tavoy appears to have been converted info 
a purely Military Cost or Garrison. This accounts for 
the entire cessation of that valuable trade which, 
formerly passed between Meryui and the Gulf of Siam. 

Ivrali is a small town inland between Riniiony 
and Clianya under a L nan ft of Chinese extraction, and 
although not set down in any Chart or Map that 1 
have ever seen, the name of isthmus of Jvraw appears 
to have been taken from it. 

There has arisen a violent personal enmity be- 
tween the Chow Pya of Liyore. and the Pya ot 
.Siiiyora. and the former had placed the latter in chains, 
which were lately ttken off in consequence of tin- 
death of the Kiny of Siam, upon which event aecordiny 
to the established custom of the State, every prisoner 
was released. From this circumstance the Siam a-c at 
Kedah state tin- rejurt of the rCiny intiiience of t he 
Pya of Siner, ra at Siam ha- oriyinated. There is no 
doubt however that flu* Pya of Sinyora is ail old 
friend and playfellow of the present Kiny of Siam ; 
nevertheless it i' believed that as the Chaw Pi/a L 
niueh more wealthy then the Pya of Siiiyora, and ha- 
deputed lii~ wife to Siam with very rich presents, and 
is preparing to iollow her with still more valuable 
presents, lie will succeed in retaininy his inHueiice 
and credit at that corrupt Court. 

All the Chiefs of the Siamese States have been 
summoned to attend Banykok within two months tin 
the purpose of a--i-tiny at the Ceremony of himiiuy 
the remains ot Uie late Kiny of Siam. 
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Since writing the above. I have met with .Luang 
Took Krat, a Minister belonging to the Chief of 
Tuccopa, who has confirmed all that I had collected at 
Kedah, and has further told me that although his 
Master is styled by many people Pya, he is in fact a 
Prah only, and is unwilling to be called by the other 
title, from an apprehension that it will excite jealousy 
and envy among the other Chiefs. This Luang has 
undertaken to convey letters and presents from me to 
his Master immediately, and to prepare him for my visit. 

The Chow Pya of Ligore does not give entire 
credit to the English having captured so many Burmese 
places, find in fact suspects, that the report of cmr War 
with Ava is spread in view only that an Officer from 
Penang may be able to cross and see the Country 
between Idgore and Kedah. 

(Signed) H. BURNEY 

Political Agent to the Siamese States. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol 99, 
pp. 344-354. 

Minute by the 
President 31 
January 1825. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS — The 8 February 1825. 


THE followin'; Minute by the President with 
Letters to the Siamese Chiefs L recorded. 

MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT. 


As it appeared to me. after the perusal and consi- 
deration of Captain Burney's report, that the letters 
addressed to the neighbouring Chiefs should be some- 
what more full and explanatory as [to] the objects of 
his Mission, and the general subjects connected there- 
with. the War with the Burmese, and the occupation 
of Tavoy and Mergui. 1 directed accordingly the 
letters, of which the translations are now laid before 
the Board, to be prepared. 

( Signed ) R. FULLERTON 
ol -January 1825. 



To the son of 
the Rajah of 
Ligore at Kedah. 
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TO THE SON OF THE RAJAH OF LIGORE. 


To 

Tl’.e Sou of the Rajah of Ligore at 

KEDAH. 

Tiie Governor of Penang lias received the letter 
which the Bnginda Muda residing at Kedah has sent 
him hv Captain Burney, and he has to thank the 
Bnginda Muda tor the determination which lie ex- 
presses to apprehend and punish the Robbers and 
Pirates that infest the Seas and Countries to the 
Northward of I’enang. The Governor al>o thanks the 
Buginda Muda for the civility and attention which he 
has shewn to Captain Burney, and regrets that that 
Officer was not allowed to go across the Country to 
Ligore to communicate with the Chow I’ia upon many 
important particulars regarding the War in which the 
English are at present engaged against Ava. He 
hopes however that the Chow Pia will hear from 
Achong such intelligence as will induce him im- 
mediatelv to give Captain Burney a meeting. The 
British Government is very anxious of explaining 
every particular regirding the Burmese to the Siam- 
ese, with whom it has so long been on the most 
friendlv terms: and now that it is engaged in hos- 
tilities against their mutual enemies the Burmese, the 
Governor of Penang is confident that the King of Siam 
will be most happy to receive authentic intelligence as 
the views and proceedings of the British forces which 
have occupied Cheduba, Negrais. Rangoon, Dalla, 
Pegu. Martaban. Yek. Tavoy. Mergui, and Tenasserim, 
and he has commissioned Captain Burney to communi- 
cate very fully all such particulars to every Siamese 
Chief in the neighbourhood of Penang, in order that 
there may arise no doubt or suspicion of any kind in 
the minds of the Siamese, and that the long subsisting 
harmony between the Siamese and English may become 



more firm anti permanent. It is the duty therefore of 
every Siamese Chief to hear all that Captain Burney 
has been ordered to communicate and to report it 
as soon as possible to the King of Siam. 

The Governor of Penang is happy to hear from 
Captain Burney that the Briginda Mur la is willing to 
put a stop to the sale of stolen property at Kedah, and 
to seize and deliver up to the Governor of Penang 
all Pirates and Robbers that may Hy to the territory 
of Kedah from Penang, and the Governor engages to 
issue the same orders as the Briginda Muda may 
issue at Kedah, with respect to Robbers and Pirates 
taking shelter at Penang or the Honble. Company's 
territory from Kedah, and with respect to persons 
selling property stolen from Kedah. 

But the Governor of Penang is sorry to hear from 
Captain Burney that the Native Trade between Kedah 
and Penang is much oppressed by the exactions of 
some Clnilia and Chinese Servants of the Briginda 
Muda at Kedah, and that the valuable trade which 
formerly passed overland between Kedah and l.igotv 
from Penang, is now entirely 'topped, in consequence 
of all per-ons being prohibited to cross the Countin' 
without the previous permission of the Chow Pia of 
l.igore. The Governor hopes that the Briginda Muda 
will encourage and [(remote Commerce at Kedah, in 
the same manner as it f G ] encouraged and promoted 
at Penang, by fixing a regular Schedule of Duties, 
punishing all persons who may extort unauthorized 
fees, and permitting every Trader to go and come 
whenever and wherever he pleases without any 
trouble or hindrance. 


Lastly, the Governor of Penang trusts, that from 
the confidence and good terms that now subsist be- 
tween Kedah and Penang, and from Captain Burner's 
being an old friend of the Chow Pia of Li gore, that 



[ 25 ] 

the Briginda Mu da will give letters of introduction to 
the Chiefs of I'hoonga, Tueowpa and Chim|Kiluin. in 
order that they al.-o may become acquainted a' friends 
with every particular regarding the Burmese M ar. and 
regarding the occupation of Tavoy and Mergni by the 
British Troop- ; and he is happy to learn that the 
Briginda Muda has resolved upon ordering two ot hi- 
serxauts to accompany Captain Burney towards 
Merit ui. for the pui pose of aeipiiring; full and complete 
intelligence a.- to the War carrying on between the 
Kngli'h and the Burmese, the ancient and bitter 
Mnemies of the Siamese. 


( Signed ) lb IT LLMKTOX 

t iovernor. 


'Translated bv 


(Sd.) .JOHN ANDKHSOX 

Malay 'Transr. to Covt. 
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TO THE PI A of CHIMPOHUN and other CHIEFS*. 


To the Pia of 
CHimpohun and 
other Chiefs. 


Pia of Chimpohun, Pia of Taeoopa, Pia ofTaeatoon 
the Aluang of Kraw, and Chow Pia of Ligoiv. 


Tlie Governor of Penang lias thought it proper ti> 
depute Captain Burney to the Pia of Chimpohun, in or- 
der to conininnieate to the Pia important information 
regarding the War in which the English are at present, 
engaged against Ava. and lie hopes the Pia will i eceive. 
Captain Burney with the same hospitality and good 
will which every Siamese visiting Penang, or any 
other British Port, has always experienced, and may bo 
certain of experiencing from the English. 

The British Government is very desirous of ex- 
plaining every particular regarding the Burmese War to 
the Siamese, with whom it has so long been on the most 
friendly terms, and now that it is engaged in hostilities 
against their mutual enemies the Burmese, the Gover- 
nor oi Penang is e.mfi lent that the King of Siam will 
be most happy to receive authentic intelligence as to 
the views and proceedings of the British forces which 
have occupied Cheduba, Xegrais, Rangoon. Dalla, 

! Ague, Martaban. Yek, Tavoy, Mergin' and Tenasserim, 
and lie has commissioned Captain Burney to com- 
municate very fully all such particulars to every 
Siamese Chief in the neighbourhood of Penang, in 
order that there may arise no doubt or suspicion of any 
kind in the minds of the Siamese, and that the long 
subsisting friendship and harmony between the Siamese 
and English, may become more firm ami permanent. 
It is the duty therefore, of every Siamese Chief, to 
hear all that Captain Burney has been ordered to com- 
municate, and to report it as soon as possible to the 
King of Siam ; and the Governor of Penang trusts that 
Pya Phoonga frill not only note down and report to 




Bangkok all that Captain Burney may relate, but assist 
Captain Burney to give tin* same important information 
to all tin* Siamese Chiefs between Mergui and Phoonga, 
in order that the English on the Coast of Tenasserim 
may be considered as friends to the Siamese, and that 
the Siamese may know that if they move their forces in 
the direction of Aungwa and Moneli from Bangkok and 
Cheung-mai. they will have an opportunity of securing 
great advantage for themselves over their am dent and 
hitter enemies the Burmese. 

Captain Burney will deliver some tokens of friend- 
ship and good will from the (Governor of Penang to the 
I’ia of Poongha. and communicate either to tin* Govern- 
ment of Bengal, or to the Governor of Penang, any- 
thing that the Pia will have to communicate. 

( Signed ) R. PCU.KUTOX 

G(jvernor. 


Translated by 

(Sd. ) JOHN AXDERsOX 

Malay Tran si*, to Govt. 
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TO THK I ’ L V OF POONGllA 


"To the Pia of 
Poongha* 


Pia ot iVonuii’i. 


Tiie liuwiiKi!' of IVn.-mu; take' t li< • "urlie~t 
opportuuit y ot thanking r lit* l’ia of’ Puonuha for t lm 
civilitv and politeness with which lie weened ~om * 
months nun. the Governor's Audit Captain Low : and 
he now deputes Ca|)taiu Gurney to Pooimha. in orde; 
t a o.immuni'wte to the Pia important information 
regard i ay the War in which the Ci’.elish are at 
present enuaj;e<l against Ava, and to hope the I’ia will 
receive Captain Gurney witli hi- usual kindness and 
attention. 'Cl it* I »rit i.-h ( ioverumenf is very desirous 
ot explaining every particular regardin'* the Gurme~-* 
War to the Siamese, with whom it ha* so lone been 
on the most friendly terms, and now that it is enmiued 
in hostilities against th.eir mutual enemies the Gunuese. 

[ From this point to the end, the document G a 
t-np\ ut the letter addressed to the l’ia of Chimpolum.j 


b 
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FORT CORNWALLIS— The 3 February 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 

merits, Vol. 99, 
pp. 355-361. 

The following Minute by Mr. Clubley, proposing 
the discontinuance of any further Proceedings on the 
subject is recorded, 

MINUTE BY MR. CLUBLEY. 

Minute by Mr. When the Mission of Captn. Burney to the 

ciubiey. Siamese States was proposed by the President, 1 
certainly declined recording my dissent, to the mea- 
sure. from respect to the high authority of the Supreme 
Government, under whose recommendation that officer 
was appointed to the trust, and under a hope that the 
important interests which were supposed to be involved 
in the Mission, would justify its adoption. The 
return of that Officer, and his Report of Proceedings 
at Kedah, oblige me however now to say, that 
1 look upon the continuance of such a Mission 
not only as impolitic, but as improper. It is impo- 
litic because it appears to me that no ultimate 
good can result from it, while th> Deputation of a 
British Officer, tor purposes which are unattainable 
with the, petty States on this Coast, can only lead 
them to unreasonable expectations, and perhaps in- 
volve ib in a way which may be ultimately incon- 
venient. It has the appearance also of a solicit ude- 
for assistance, which none of these States can afford, 
and even if ultimately given, will prove too late to 
be of any avail. It is quite quite unreasonable 
to suppose that, the Siamese Court and its de- 
pendent Governments have not been fully aware 
of our hostilities with Ava. as well as with the 
progress of our Arms, and if they had been dis- 
posed to take advantage of the opportunity, there 
lias been ample time to enable them to do so in a way 
that might have bees useful to us, and advantageous 
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to themselves. The Mission is improper on the.-e. 
grounds, and also because the expanse of it is certain, 
without any probability of a proportionate advantage. 

We have before u< in Captain Burney's report K 
Sheets of Paper full of that sort of information which 
has been given in every preceding Mission to Kedah, 
with particulars regarding the Country, which could 
have been easily gleaned from the 1st Volume ot the 
Penang Records, from the more voluminous reports of 
Mr. Crawfurd of his Mission to Siam in 1 S22, and 
from the practical result of Lieutt. Low's Mission of 
last year, the Report of which is on record. Besides 
which the opportunities afforded to Lieutt. Low in his 
last, and in his present visits to the Northward will 
have placed the Siamese in full possession of our views 
and objects in the War with Ava. as he circulate 1 
Translations in the Siamese Language of the Pro- 
clamation of War, and actually invited their assistance. 
I think it will be time enough when Lieutenant Low 
returns from Mergui to judge whether another Mission 
for the same purpose is now expedient, after Govern- 
ment shall have received his Reports of the feelings 
and sentiments ot the different Siamese Chieftains 
with whom lie may have had intercourse. 

We have received a'i-o from Captain Burney a 
Sketch of the Siamese Empire, derived as usual from 
Native information, and therefore likely to mislead 
from its vagueness and uncertainty. 

The names of Native Authorities and Potentates, 
under the Siamese Government, may be correctly 
described, as may perhaps also Captain Burney’s cor- 
rection of Mr. Crawfurd’s ieport regarding the present 
Kin<r ot Siam. 

O 

The personal character of the vomi" Chief at 
Kedah, and of his Ministers may also ha satisfac- 
torily described by Captain Burney, as well as the 
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state of' the Country, and the price of poultry ; 
lint I cannot think that such objects so frequently 
before descanted on, can be of sufficient consideration 
for an expensive Mission, not even if the Private 
Lives and Adventures of all the Chiefs and Ministers 
between this and Mergui were added to the Report. 

I decidedly object to the measure adopted by Captain 
Burney of sending an unaccredited Chinese Person to 
Ligore upon a Mission, which required all the delicacy 
he himself could have bestowed upon it. 

Captain Burney has moreover •• candidly acknow- 
ledged in his Report an opinion that ‘‘from this 
Coast it will be impossible to communicate with the 
'■ Chief of Singora, and that it is not likely lie wilt 
'• be allowed to pass across the Country to Ligore.'’ 
For all practical purposes, therefore, of utility and of 
general policy, the present Mission might terminate. 
The problematical result of any endeavour to penetrate 
across the Country from the Rinnong lliver" to 
Chimpohun " can be of no public benefit as respects 
the objects of (iovernment referable to the present 
Barman War. Far better would it have been if 
Colonel Snow had been allowed to carry into effect the 
objects of this (iovernment with the Siamese States, 
and eventually with Siam itself, against which the 
Supreme (Iovernment so decidedly objected. 

The conduct and proceedings of the young 
Prince at Kedah, as well as of all the petty States 
to the Northward, will be entirely regulated by the 
orders of the Rajah of Ligore, and it is quite certain 
that that haughty Chief is equally bound by the in- 
structions of the Court of Siam. We may receive 
from the Rajah of Ligore. and from the tributary 
Siamese Chieftains abundant expressions of good will 
and professions of regard which are quite unmeaning, 
and in no ease to be relied upon, without the authori- 
tative orders of their Lord and Master at Siam, who 
can only be courted at his Capital. His dependent 
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Minister.' will of course receive with avidity all com- 
plimentary Embassies, but the substantial advanta;*- 
to ourselves is not obtainable from such a mod'- <>t 
Intercourse. 

( Signed ) W. A. CIXBLEY 

THE BO Alt I > resolves that the subject lie ove. 
until lieports ot his blither proceedings m>e receive ! 
from the- Political Ayent. 
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Agent to the 
Siamese States 
2d Fetory. 1825. 


FORT CORNWALLIS— The 3 February lS2-“». 


AG HXT to the SIAMESE STATES. 


To 

W. S. C RAC HO FT Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government 

Sir. 

I beg leave to apprize you for the information ot 
the Honorable tlie Governor in Council, that on my 
late visit to Kedah. I engaged a small schooner of 12 
or 1 i Tons burthen, to accompany me — that, in view 
to incur as little expense as possible, three of the Crew 
belonging to the Honorable Company's Brig Jessy 
were put into her to man her, and that I derived 
important assistance from this Vessel. I was in hope' 
of again being able to avail my self of such a benefit 
without any immediate outlay, but the Commander of 
the Jes,y being unwilling to spare any ot his crew, 1 
have to solicit the Honblc. the Governor in Council 
will authorize me to entertain an intelligent Seacnnny 
and four bisears, for the purpose of manning the 
Schooner above referred to and to incur an expens > 
not exc.'edimr H>‘> Dm. per month on a 'count other. 

llet erring to the frail condition cf the H. C. Briy- 
Jes'V. and to the neeeo'ity which will exist for mv 
keeping close to the shore, and entering some distance 
into Rivem wherever the Seat of a Siamese Chief is in 
the interior. 1 ~ubmil the presence of such a Schooner, 
or other decked Boat is indispensable for the due 
execution of my Mission. Perhaps the Honorable the 
Governor in Council may. in lieu ot authorizing the 
expense which 1 propose, direct the Cun Boat lately 
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built for the Honble. Company to accompany me. 


I have 

( Signed ) II. BURNEY 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese 


P. W. Island States 

2d Pel iy. 1S25. 

RESOLVED that the authority solicited be 
granted, instructions being given against exceeding the 
above expense, and for limiting the charge incurred 
to as economical a scale as po—ible. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 3 7 February 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 99, 
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RAJAH of LAHORE. 


Rajah of Ligore — — ■ — 

20 January 5825. * 

Translation 


lit a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Honble. 
the Governor of Prince of Wales Island. 


( After Compliments. ) 

The reply to my letter which my friend returned 
by Aluang Ram Dicho. Kon Aksooti and Nei Neeni, 
expressive of his desire to promote a friendly under- 
standing with me lias been duly received, and the 
contents fully understood. 

The successes of the English in their hostilities 
against the Kingdom of Ava. 1 am extremely rejoiced 
to learn : for Ava and Siam can never be at peace, or 
preserve a good understanding. 

1 am anxious to know what is the cause of the 
English having quarrelled with Ava. ami 1 am also 
desirous to learn how many of the Barman Countries, 
have been already taken by the English. I should 
like to be informed abo. as to the nature of the in- 
tended attack, and the preparations which have been 
made by the English for the capture of the capital of 
Ava. 1 request, therefore, that my friend will inform 
me of these ptrficular.s by letter, for the Siamese will 
be happy to hear that Ava lias been overcome by the 
English. 

When the Kingdom of Ava has been completely 
subdued by the English, the Siamese will be very 
happy and be enabled to trade with greater facility. 1 
am anxious to establish friendship and cordiality with, 
my friend, more close .and intimate than formerly. 
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Aluang Ram Dielio. Koti A k soon, and Nai Xeem. 
w 1 1 o ronveyeil iny la-t letter, mentioned to me that 
mv friend wanted some small Prows to send up and 
co-operate in the Ava Uiver. and that he also required 
some elephants at Penang. If my friend wishes to 
have Prows to the number of ten, twenty, or thirty . 
and elejilmnts tor aiuuseinent at Pulo Penang. he will 
be pleased to -end me a letter, and I will send them, 
in order to adhere to. and promote friendship and 
good will. 

I herewith send a Kunh ' a Silver Water Pot 
inlaid with thin Gold ) of the manufacture of Siam, 
which I beg to present like a flower to my friend, and 
beg lie will accept, using it a- lie please-, as a token 
of regard. 

further, it i- mentioned in my friend'- letter 
that there have been a great number of Pirate- and 
Rubbers, who have been committing depredation', and 
taken refuge in Kedah. 1 have sent a letter there, 
directing search to be made for them, and the seizure 

of t heir p-w-un if discovered they shall be punished 

according to ca-fom. 

There i- a person of the name oi To -laliau. a 
Native of Purlis. al-o a Pangiima S.iib and a Punglima 
Rah.ar. Iron*, a place called Temblang ( i ) ‘p‘*ndeneie- 
ol the Kedah Country) who were under U iv order- 
air. e intro! formerly — they have tli.i and talc *n refuge 
in the territory attached to Pulo Penang, togethei 
with Ghe A Hang. Pile Akcel. Che Mu-a. and Che Java. 
.Inhabitant.- ot the Kangkuwi 1-land- — the.-e people 
have concerted together to commit piraeies. and to 
attack trailing Plow-, robbing and plundering the 
iiirii- X '-t- at the 1-land- from which l derive a 
Revenue. 


Moreover, with respect to Rajah Autah, Rajah 
Ocsinan, Rajaji Kaf.ar, Fakir Saib and Xga Manid 
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alluded to in my friend’s letter — I have sent a letter 
to Kedah directing that they shall be watched and 
seized — but they dare not continue long in the Kedah 
territory — they make piratical and plundering incur- 
sions and then fly. 

All these people have conveyed their wives and 
families to reside at Prye, Teluk Ayer Tawar. Tanjong 
Tokong. Teluk -Telutang, Sungei G Ingore, and Sungei 
Kluang, under the Government of Pulo Penang, and 
my friend having but lately arrived may not perhaps 
be aware of this. 

The person who is charged with this letter is well 
acquainted however with the resort of these people, 
and I request my friend will enquire of him. If my 
friend wishes to seize these people without difficulty, 
it may certainly be accomplished. 

I therefore beg my friend who governs Pulo Pen- 
ang. to seize all these pirates and robbers and send 
them to Kedah, according to long established custom. 
When tlie.se evil disposed people are removed, the 
Commercial intercourse between Pulo Penang and 
Kedah will be improved and easy. All that is herein 
stated, I submit for the consideration of my friend, 
in order that he may decide upon promoting entire 
friendship. 

There is another point. So long as the Kajali of 
Kedah has been residing at Pulo Penang, all these 
wicked people who have fled, take a pleasure in 
conveying false reports to Pulo Penang, in order to 
create a bad feeling and enmity between the English 
and Siamese. What I now profess 1 assert with real 
sincerity and a friendly disposition — that from this 
time should any person bring any intelligence of such 
a nature, and endeavour to promote discord and division 
between the English and Siamese. I request my friend 
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will seize the person bringing .-ach reports, confining 
him anil sending me intimation in order that I may be 
enabled to point out satisfactorily to my triend, the 
falsity of any such reports of my evil designs. 1 
a^ain repeat that what I now declare, is with the 
utmost sincerity, as a token of truth, and in order 
that friendship and good will may be promoted and 
continued from this time forward. 

Dated 29th -Jemadilawal in this year 1219 — 20th 
January 182-'. 

Malay Translator's Office 
1 Vnang 

'I he 11 th Ft binary 1825. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 


Note — This letter was received yesterday at noon. 
It is a reply to the Honorable the Governor’s dated 
loth December last. The Original is in Malay. The 
Rajah of I /gore has sent a complimentary present of 
a Silver Cup inlaid with Gold by the Messengers to 
the Malay Translator. 

(S'gned) J. A. 
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1'ORT CO RX WALLIS The 17 February 182-1. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 99, 
pp. 4-06-8. 

Son of the Rajah SOX ot the RAJAH of Lid OR K. 

of Ligore at 

Kedah II. 

Febry. 1825. 

Translation 

of a letter from the Son of the Rajah of Ligore afc 
Kedah to the Honorable Robert 1’ ullerton Ksqnire 
(Governor of Rulo Penang. 

(After Compliments.) 


1. have received my triend's letter brought by 
Captain Burney, and understand fully all its contents. 
With respect to the Pirate Prows which have been 
attacking trading Vessels, and committing depreda- 
tions to the Xortlnvard of I’ulo Penang, 1 have sent 
my friend’s letter to the Chow Pia of Ligore. and 
whatever reply he may return upon that subject, shall 
be communicated to my friend. 

Farther, my friend mentions that the Chinese and 
Chooliahs commit extortions at Kedah on traders : [ 

had not formerly heard of this, nor had any repre- 
sentations been made to me upon the subject; but now 
1 hat 1 am informed of such being the case. I shall give 
orders tor preventing their being guilty of such 
practices in future. Do not let my friend be 
suspicious. 

With respect to my friend’s request. that 1 should 
write letters to the Pia of Poongha. and the Praws of 
Tacoopa and Tnecatoon. and send them by Captain 
Burney. I will do as my friend r -quires. With respect; 
to Captn. Burney whom my friend mentions as 
desirous of proceeding immediately to wait on the 
King of Ligore, I consulted with him to send over 
China Acliong with some ot my people, to inform 
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the Chow Pia of Ligore, anil l have since dispat dice! 
other Messengers to convey the information to 
the Rajah of Ligore. If he sends a reply I will 
conform to whatever directions it may contain, and 
will inform my friend accordingly, for it is the Rajah, 
of Ligort-'s order that previous intimation shall he 
sent him of the intentions of any person wishing 
to proceed to meet him. 

Dated Friday 11th February 1825. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

l’enang 

15 Feby. It; 25. 

THE HOXOHARLE THE GOVERNOR ac- 
quaint* the Hoard, that the Hearers of the Letter from 
Ligore have reque-ted an interview with liim, when 
he vill prepare a lettter to the Chow Pin and acquaint 
them that unless Captain Humey is received and 
admitted to a conference, this Government will decline 
granting a similar reception io any more Envoys from 
that State. 
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POItT CORNWALLIS The 17 February 152-7. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- — 

merits, Vol. 99, 
pp. 408- 410. 

SUPT. of POINT WELLESLEY. 


Superintendent To W. S. CUACROFT Esq. 

of Point Welles- 

ley is February Acting Secretary to Government. 

1825. 


Sir. 

I deem it my duty to report, for the information 
to the Honorable the Governor in Council, that during 
the past week, upwards of fifty of the former in- 
habitants of Pulai have entered Wellesley Province, 
having- fled from their homes to prevent being forcibly 
carried away by the Forces under the authority of the 
Rajah of Ligore, and that at least two hundred more 
may be shortly expected. 

It appears that the Siamese authorities at Kedah 
have sent orders to the Shabundar of Pulai to collect 
2U0 men, and place them under the orders of the 
Siamese Authorities in the neighbourhood of Perak. 
No immediate object is avowed for demanding this 
force, but the prevailing opinion is, that it is intended 
to assist in the long threatened attack on Salangore. 

1 have Ac. Ac. 

(Signed) A. D. 3IA1NGY 

Supt. of Point Wellesley. 


Point Wellesley 


the 15 Februarv 1825. 
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THE OBJECT now in view by the Siamese Au- 
thorities. appearing to the. Board to be fraught with 
injury to the British interests, and to be nearly the 
final step to the complete subjugation of the Malay 
Peninsula — 


IT IS AGREED. that a Special Report of the 
progress of the Siamese Conquests be again made to 
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, 
more particularly with reference to the- approaching 
transfer of Malacca, and the Treaties and relations 
subsisting between that Settlement and the States of 
Srdangore and Rumbow. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments. Vol. 99, 
pp. 541-3. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 28 February 1S25. 


To the Rajah of LIGORE. 


Letter 

from the Honble. Robert Fullerton Esq. Governor of 
Prince of Wales Island to the ltajali of Ligore. 


The Governor of Pulo Penang has received the 
letter from the Rajah of Ligore brought by his Messen- 
ger Ivon Aksoon and the Governor regrets that His 
Highness did not permit Captain Low to proceed 
across to meet him and communicate with him upon, 
the subject of Boats which were required some months 
ago. These Boats would have been of much use at, 
that time in co-operating against the Burmahs at. 
Rangoon. The time is now passed however. The 
British troops have been very successful and a great, 
number of Boats have been obtained. The elephants, 
which His Highness offers also are not at present 
required, but if the public Service should render it 
necessary, the Governor will avail himself of llis 
Highness's offer. 

With respect to His Highness’s enquiries relative 
to the Bunnali War, and other matters alluded to in 
his letter. Captain Burney has been deputed to him 
for the express purpose of entering fully into the 
detail of all matters connected with the war. as well as 
the explanation of the mutual advantages that may 
result, not less to the Siamese than the British 
Government by its successful termination. 

The Governor of Pulo Penang therefore trusts that, 
the Rajah of Ligore will receive Captain Burney as 
an accredited Agent of the British Government, and 
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communicate fully ami confidentially with him upon uk 
the present subjects ut discussion. anil the Hovernoi 
thinks it proper to add. that unless His Higlvue-- 
receives Captain Dnmiv. it will he inconsistent with 
the Governor’s ilnn to receive any Knvovs from 
His Higlnies- in future. 

( Signed ) H. L’C LLKLlTON' 

C overnor. 


1 Vnaii'i 

18 Fehry. Ie2:>. 



r 45 ] 

FORT CORNWALLIS The 28 February 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 99, 
pp. 543-8. 

THE HONORABLE THE GOVERNOR sub- 
mits the following Memorandum of a Conversation 
between him and the Envoys from Ligore. 


Memorandum of 
a Conversation 
with tho Ligore 
Envoys —18 
Fcbry. 1825. 


MEMO: of CONVERSATION with 
LIGORE ENVOYS. 


Memorandum 


of a Conversation between the Honble. the Governor 
of Penang, and the Envoys from the Rajah of Ligore. 
on Friday the 18th February 1825. 


The Honorable the Governor mentioned that lie 
had perused the letter from His Highness of Ligore 
brought by the Envoys, and that the Boats which 
were now offered would have been very acceptable 
some months ago. when Captain Low proceeded to 
Trang for the purpose of procuring them. Since that 
period however, the British Army had been very 
successful against tho Burmahs and we had captured 
many of their principal Seaport Towns. The Govern- 
ment would therefore decline the offer of Prows or 
Elephants at present, but should they be required 
hereafter, he would acquaint. His Highness. 

The Envoys replied that in consequence of the 
Honble. the Governor's enquiries when they were last 
here, they had mentioned the object of Captain Low’s 
Mission, which he had declined to communicate fully, 
and hence the disappointment in procuring Prows, 
which the Rajah of Ligore expressed a desire to supply 
the moment he was informed by them that they were 
wanted, and they added that, there was a ship at Trang 
and a schooner at Qtiedah, which the Governor might 
also have, if he wished. 
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The Governor stated that he had sent Captain 
Burney to communicate fully and confidentially with 
the Raja of Ligore upon the subject of the Burmah 
War. the King of Quedah. Pirates and other matters 
alluded to in His Highness's letter and he therefore 
recommended the Envoys to return without delay and 
make this known to His Highness, so that he might 
receive Captain Burney. The Governor added, that if 
Captain Burney was not received as he expected, he. 
could not receive any more Siamese Envoys, hut he 
had no doubt that if the Rajah of Ligore gave him a 
meeting every thing would be satisfactorily explained. 

The Envoys assured the Governor that His High- 
ness had a great respect for the ( lovernor. and was 
desirous of conforming to his wishes. His Highness 
was also acquainted with Captain Burney, and they 
had little doubt the Rajah would permit that officer to 
iSQ across. 

The Governor next enquired for what purpose so 
many Boats were fitted out at Trang, Quedah. Linsjow, 
Sitool and Puilis. The Envoys replied they had been, 
fitted out in expectation of an attack from the 
Burmaiis. 

The Governor expressed a suspicion that they 
were destined to attack Salangmv, and reminded the 
Envoys that Malacca was about to be occupied by the 
English : that Treaties existed between that Settlement 
and Salangore and Perak, and that any hostilities % 
the Rajah of Ligore against these States would not 
he regarded with indifference by the British Govern- 
ment. He therefore requested the Envoys to caution 
the Rajah of Ligore against sending any force to the 
Southward of Penang. 

Hie Envoys replied that Perak was already in 
possession of the Siamese, and that the Rajah ot 
Ligore would of course acquaint the Governor of his 
intention of proceeding further before he did so. 
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The Envoys after repeatedly expressing the 
friendly feelings entertained by the Ligore Rajah 
towards the Governor, his anxiety to conciliate his 
favor, and requesting him not to credit any reports at 
variance with His Highness's professions, and to 
r-eize any Natives who brought reports unfavorable to 
him, adverted to the Piracies committed by i h- 
Malays in this quarter, and expressed an anxiety that 
the Chiefs should be seized. 

The Governor informed them that he was using 
his utmost endeavours to suppress Piracy, and that 
additional Yes-els had been, and would be employed 
for that purpose. 

The Governor again repeated that his Agent 
Captain Burney would explain everything, and the 
head Envoy promised to return in four days to expedite 
the reception cf Captain Burney by the Rajah of 
Eigore. 

(Signed) .101 IN ANDERSON 


Penang 

IS Eebrv. 1 825. 


Malay Trausr. to Govt. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 99, 
pp. 550-8. 

To the Governor 
General in 
Council at Fort 
William 28 Feb. 
1825. 


* ;See 15 Feb. 
1825. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 28 February 182.">. 


THE EJLOHT HONORABLE 

William Pitt. Lord Amherst 

Governor General in Council 


FORT WILLIAM. 


My Lord. 

We have the honor to transmit for the informa- 
tion of your Lordship in Council the annexed Copy of 
a letter from the Superintendant of Point Wellesley 
Province, reporting that an attack which has been toi 
some time meditated by the Rajah of Ligore is non 
likely to be put in execution against the State of 
Salangore. Whether the Siamese being aware of the 
approaching transfer of Malacca are tempted to pre- 
sume that the Netherlands Government of that place 
will not deem it worth while to support the interest-- 
of its ally by active measures in his behalf, or whethei 
they arc anxious to reduce that State to subjection 
previous to our taking po-se-sion of the neighbouring 
Territory, their sm-ec.-s cannot fail to be productive 
of effects extremely detrimental to the British 
interest-, and calculated indeed to nullifV all the 
advantage- Political and Commercial which it ha- 
been the object of the Framers of the new Treaty to 
obtain for u.- with those Countries. 

2. In tlm Di.-patch ot your Lonl-hip in 
Coum d dated the Id November la-t, it is justly 
regretted that cii V um-%ncc-| should have brought 
us in immediate contact with the Siamese power at 
one point of our Po-.-essions. if (as is almost 
certain) from the weakne-.s of the Rajah of 
Salangore, they succeed in establi-hing themselves 
there, v,e shall be also in contact with them 
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at our Settlement next to the Eastward, Malacca, not 
only so but Salangore having fallen, Rumbow and 
Johore will it is feared fall an easy prey. The 
Siamese Government will border on and be only 
divided by a shallow and inconsiderable channel from 
the island of Singapore, and our three Settlements 
become as it were insulated by that jealous and 
haughty race of people. The rich productions of the 
interior of the Peninsula will be intercepted by that 
monopolizing spirit which has always characterized 
that Nation, and we shall become dependent on them 
for every Article of Commerce or Supply which they 
enjoy by any other conveyance than that of a long Sea 
voyage. 


3. On the renewal ot the Alliance between the 
Netherlands Government and Salangore in the year 
1819, an Agent was deputed from hence at the request 
of His Highness the Rajah. Copies of the correspon- 
dence which took place on that occasion between the 
Governor of this Presidency and that Chief — the 
Proceedings of the Agent and the Treaties between 
* wot in this Salangore and Malacca form enclosures * in this dis- 
voi. These patch, and will serve to shew the intimate connection 

papers appear 

in voi. 70 ana subsisting between those two Governments. 

will be copied 
with the records 

for iai9. 4. The Correspondence which took place between 

Major Farquhar and the Rajah of Rumbow ( a Country 
to the Southward of Salangore but inland from Malacca) 
in the years 1 bid and 1817 shew a more immediate 
connection and dependence on the part of that weak 
Malayan State ou its more powerful European neigh- 
bour. Copies of this Correspondence are likewise 
* This comes- enclosed * for the information of your Lordship in 

pondence is im- Counci] 
vnatcrial to Siam 
and has not 

jbeen copied. - pro in the letter which we had the honor to 

address to your Lordship in Council under date j 8th 
January, it will be seen that we entertained hopes 
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that, the early occupation of Malacca by British 
Authority would have prevented the Siamese* Chief of 
Bigore from attempting the subjugation ot that State, 
and extending' the Siamese Dominions in that, direc- 
tion ; from the nature of the intimation now received, 
fears raav be entertained that the event may precede 
our taking possession of Malacca, and considering that 
the relations to be observed in respect to the Malayan 
States in that neighb mrhood will probably become 
the timt ipiestion f >r tin* consideration of the person 
to whom the charge of that new Settlement may bo 
entrusted by your hardship in Council, it seems 
advisable that no time should be lost in submitting 
the information and the Documents on our Records 
connected with this question. In respect to any 
measure to be pursued by us p ‘tiding reference to the 
Supreme Covernment relating to Siamese encroach- 
ments on the Peninsula, it may he observed, that 
although, a- already stated by us, we do not consider 
the Covernment of Siam to have li-dd over the King 
of Kedah at the time of the cession of this Island such 
a degree ot legitimate authority or Supremacy as to 
have barred the right of the King of Kedah to make 
tile cession, or to have authorized the subsequent 
expulsion of the King, yet as all those proceedings 
have been virtually assented to by us. the restoration 
of that Kingdom to its ancient, and to us most desir- 
able state, can only now be the subject of negotiation : 
how far the same argument applies to the next 
Southerly State of JVrak is not certainly clear. It 
appears that the Rajah ot Ligore sent about, 2(1 prows 
there in February and March 1822. The Siamese and 
some .Malays remained there a few month-*. The 
Rajah of Salangore was request*! bv the King to 
come up and a->ist him. He did so. and the 
few Siamese who were at Perak and the renegade 
Malays from Kedah were completely expelled in 
November or December 1822. Since that time no 
further attempts have been made by the Siamese to 
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possess themselves of Perak till about 3 month'! ago, 
when, at the very time the Ligore Rajah was sending 
Hnvoys liere ostensibly to negoeiate for the restoration 
of Kedah, he sent down 4U Siamese and about 300 
Malays clandestinely overland to Perak, and occupying 
a Military Post thence infer actual possession of the 
Country. It is understood that the form of renewing 
the Treaty was gone through by the Dutch on their 
return to Malacca, but it does not appear that they 
took any measures to defend the Country against the 
Siamese. The State of Perak certainly was in alliance 
with the Dutch at Malacca, and as such may be con- 
sidered within the scope of Political arrangements 
connected with that Settlement, it cannot even now be 
said to be in possession of the Rajah ot Ligore, and its 
subjugation has certainly not been recognized by the. 
British Covernment. 


(>. As regards Salangore. the course is still more 
clear. The subject is still open for consideration, and 
it seeme l advisable therefore that a cautionary com- 
munication should he made, to the Chief of Ligore on 
that point. It will he seen by the enclosed copy of a 
Memorandum of a Conversation between our President 
and the Envoys sent here from Ligore, that they have 
been distinctly informed that any hostile attempt on 
Salangore under existing circumstances might possibly 
be seriously noticed by the Supreme British Authority, 
and we propose that a similar communication should 
be, made direct to the Rajah by Captain Burney. It 
may be right to observe that the communication in 
question has not been made with a view to any im- 
mediate proceeding on our part, but merely to bar 
any supposed recognition of the right of Conquest 
which might hereafter interfere with the ulterior 
arrangements directed by your Lordship in Council. 


41016 
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\\ e have the honor to lie 
JIv Lord 

\ oil;- Li i [iV most obedient 

humble servants. 


(Signed; !L IT LLHRTOX. 

W. A. C'Ll'BLljy. 


IA rt ('ornwalli.' 

The 28 February 182 b. 
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Resident at 
Singapore dated 
the 23rd Febru- 
ary 1823— with 
Enclosure. 


v See letter in 
full in Bengal 
Secret and Poli- 
tical Consul- 
tations Vol. 325, 
dated 31 May 
1824. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 11th March 1825. 


RESIDENT at SINGAPORE. 


To 

W. GRACED FT Esquire 

Secretary to the Government 
Prince of W ales Island. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Letter of the 23th Clrimo intimating the ap- 
pointment of Captain Eur.tey and transmitting the 
instructions given to that Otiieer. together with the 
Despatch of the Honhle. the Governor in Council to 
the Supreme Government touching the objects con- 
nected with the nomination in question. 1 l'equesfc 
you will be pleased to submit my acknowledgements 
to the Honble. the Governor in Council for the 
valuable and in-truetbe documents which he has been 
pleased to tran.-mit lor my perusal, and that you will 
lav betore him the inclosed Extract of a Despatch* 
to the Supreme Government, hearing upon the quest- 
ion of Siamese Politic-. 

1 bate A.c. Ac. 


( Signed ) -I. CRAW FEED 

Resident. 


Singapore 

23rd February lb25. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS. The 3 ltli March 1825. 
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To 

G. SW1NT0N, E-squire 

Secretary to the Government 

FORT WILLIAM 

Poll. Dept. Sir, 


I have the honor to report tor the information of 
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council 


# See letter 
from Mr. J. Gil- 
lies, 14 Jan. 1825, 
Cn Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations, 
Vol. 336. 


tint the English Vessel Shannon arrived last night 
from Siam, bringing a letter to my address from the 
Siamese Minister of which a translation is herewith 
annexed, as well as a letter from Mr. . . . * of 

which a copy is also transmitted. The Right Honhb*. 
the Governor General in Council will have the goodness 
to observe that the sentiments and conduct evinced by 
the Siamese Court as portrayed in the present cor- 
respondence are sueli as were looked for at an early 
period. I have reason now to hope that as the Siamese 
become more assured of our success, and when the 
results of the war shall appear no longer dubious, they 
will proceed to render us useful assistance, such as 
may be of material service in harassing and distract- 
ing the Enemy, and expediting the termination "qf 
the, contest. 


I have thought the piv-ent communication of 
sufficient importance to warrant me in taking up a 
Despatch Boat to forward it to 1'. W. Island with the 
view of overtaking a Ship bound for Bengal which 
sailed from this Place on the 2Sth Cltimo. and which 
was to have touched at that Place. 
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Copy of this Despatch and of its Enclosures has 
been transmitted to the Hohble. the Governor of 
Prince ot Wales Gland. 

1 have tVc. &c. 


(Signed) -I. CliAWFURT) 


•Singapore Od March 1 M*b. 


Resident. 


< V True Conyl 

(Signed) -I. CRAW l’ CRD Resident. 
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Factory 1’ORT COBNWALLiS. The 1 Lth March 

Records, 

Straits Settle- — • 

onents, Vol. IOO, 
pp. 639-42. 

Tin- Letter of Chao-Pia-Rrah Klang first Minister 
to His Majesty the King of Siam to John Crawfurd 
Esquire Resident ot Singapore. 

Your Letter informs me tliat your Nation is at 
•war with the Barmans, that the Knglish have captured 
.Rangoon. that the Burmans joine 1 their foives to take 
the ]>laee in question, but found that the English had. 
abandoned, it. and had marched towards Cheduba. 
Banns— and Negrais. that the British Army left those 
places, and proeeeled towards Martaban. Mergui and 
Tavoy. that the British Commander is well aware that 
the Burmans are great enemies to the Siamese, and 
that it' we assisted the English. they should feel ex- 
tremely obliged to U-. and report the same to tlr- 
Governor General of Bengal. 


1 have stated to His Majesty the contents of you i 
letter who --aid that he is glad that the Knglish are at 
war with tin* Barmans because they are our enemies, 
while at the same time he remarked that as yet our 
nation and the Knglish are on good terms, and that 
comnr-rce In-tween them was daily increasing. 

Your Letter states that the Knglish would be ver\ 
glad if we assisted them against the Barmans. Thi- 
has been done, and accordingly our Troops arc readv 
on the Western Frontier to attack the Burmans. 
Eonnerly it was the custom to send Chao i’liaia Malta 
Jot ha the I’eguan General with his Troops toward' 
the Northern ’Yoiitier to harass the Burmans 
and to seize tin it- encampments, houses Ac. at 
Martaban, M< ui. Tavoy and Tanao (Tenasserim) 
and to learn ,iuin them the movements of the Burmans, 
but now as His Majesty has heard that the English 
are at Rangoon, he lias therefore ordered Chao Bliaia 
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Malia Jotlia to proceed towards Martaban, who on his 
arrival found that the Siamese Troops were not there, 
but had gone to Pegue and Tavoy. 

Some persons arrived here lately from Martaban, 
Mergui and Tavoy who informed us that the English 
had taken those Places, some have also come from 
Pegue and Tavoy with our scouts to see their friends 
and relations, and to remain as resident inhabitants. 
The people of Pegue and Tavoy very often remove to 
Siam on account of the tyranny of the Barmans. 
Lately vast numbers have Hocked hero from the places 
in question, altho’ many have left their friends and 
relations behind, but having heard that the English 
had captured those [daces, they are now returning fast. 

Chao Phaia Malia Jotlia on his way to Martaban 
met the English General, and asked him if he had 
heard any thing regarding the Barmans, but could get 
no news. 


I send this letter in order to enable you to 
inform the British General that we have sent an Army 
into the Barman territoiy to help the English. 

Si Y'uthia 

17th January 1825. 

( A True Translation ) 
(Signed) J. CE AWE EllD. 

( A true Copy ) 

(Signed) J. CEAWFURD. 


Resident. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 100, 
pp. 650- 3. 


(extract, ) 


* Without ad- 
verting to one 
or two Instances 
apparently 
arising from 
Ignorance. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 11th March 1825. 


LIEUTENANT LOW at TAVOY. 


To 


The Secretary to Government 

Prince of Wales Island. 

Sir, 

9 # * # # * 

The Siamese seem quite averse * to any inter- 
ference with the Countries in this direction which 
conquest has placed under British rule, and have 
made friendly advances to the Officer in Command at 
Martaban by sending in several Chiefs, two of whom 
have gone on to Rangoon. 

With reference therefore to the Siamese merely, 
it may perhaps be deemed a superfluous measure to 
detain me longer on this Coast than will be barely 
sufficient to enable me to obtain information respecting 
it and for this purpose it seems to me that six weeks 
more will prove quite sufficient, fifteen days of which 
period may be passed at Merghi. 

# # * * Jf, # 

I have &c. &o. 

(Signed) .JAMES LOW Lt. 

Acting under the orders of the 
Honhle. the Governor in Council 
of Prince of Wales Island. 

TAVAI 

10th February 1825. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 17 March 1825, 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, VoK. IOO, 
pp. 700-6. 

Rajah of Ugort RAJAH of L1G0RE. 

14 Febry, 1825. 


Translation 

of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Rouble. 
Robert Fullerton Esquire Governor of Pulo Penang. 

( After Compliments ) 

I have to acquaint my friend that Captain Burney 
sent China Aeliong with a letter from the Governor of 
Pulo Penang and one from Captain Burney himself, 
overland from Quedah to Ligore. These I received 
with satisfaction agreeably to the rules of friendship 
with the English, which may be prolonged. I under- 
stand tlie contents of the letters. 

it is mentioned in the letter of my friend the 
Governor of Pulo Penang, that the English have been 
successful against Ava aiid taken many Countries, and 
that Captain Burney was sent as an Agent to repre- 
sent the person of my friend the Governor of Pulo 
Penang, to concert with me and consult about Coun- 
tries, and Capt. Burney mentions that the General 
of Bengal ordered him to come and consult about 
establishing friendship. Captain Burney wanted to 
meet me at Trang which 1 should be happy to do. so 
that the English and Siamese might continue on terms 
of friendship, and that the two Countries might remain 
like one. 

1 have considered however, that if I went to Trang 
just now, it would be too distant for my triend the 
Governor of Pulo Penang, and it would be difficult to 
transact any business. I shall come to Quedah to be 
near my friend the Raja of Pulo Penang, in order that 
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business may be easily transacted, and that friendship 
may be increased more than formerly. 

My mind is very sincerely disposed to promote 
friendship and intercourse between the Siamese and 
.English, I intend, therefore, to proceed to Quedah 
in 60 or -10 days, therefore let my friend wait for the 
present. When 1 arrive at Quedah. I will consider 
how I may conform to the wishes of the Governor of 
Pulo Penanp. 

Farther, the Articles which China Achong brought 
with him are a Neck lace and two Arm bangles and a 
Shanl. which I have received and kept as a token of 
friendship. I cannot prepare any thing at present to 
send in return, but shall do so when 1 go to Quedah. 

Date 14: February 1625. 

( A True Translation ) 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Penang 

12: March 1825. 

The style of the letter is very vague and less 
courteous than formerly. It is besides extremely ill 
written which is considered rather disrespectful. 

(Signed) ,). A, 

Transr. 


TILE HOARD concurring in opinion, that no 
advantage is likely to be obtained, by further attempts 
at communication and negoeiation with the Rajah of 
Ligore 

ORDERED that the following letter be dispatched 
to Captain Burney, with as little delay as possible. 
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To 

CAPTAIN BURNEY 

Political Agent to the Siamese States. 

To Captn. Eur- Sil , 
ney Political 

•sent to Siamese j am directed to enclose copy of a letter received 

States — , ... * 

17 March 1825. from the Rajah of Ligore and addressed to the Honor- 
able the Governor. This letter was received by 
Acliong the person deputed by you to Ligore, and a 
letter addressed to yourself by the Son of the Rajah 
was at the same time received and forwarded to you 
along with a public letter of the 1th Instant. 

From the tenor of the letter addressed to the 
Honorable the Governor by the Rajah, very serious 
doubt- may be entertained whether it is the intention 
of that Chief to admit you to any personal communica- 
tion. the notification of an intended visit to Quedali 
forty days hence seeming indeed to put oft' any im- 
mediate meeting. Under these circumstances, there 
appears no reasonable prospect of any* opening a 
communic.ition of'' the various points which formed 
the object of your Mission being effected through the 
medium of the Rajah of Ligore. There seems little doubt 
that the Rajah is now making extensive preparations 
for the attack of Salangore and the strong expression 
of friendship conveyed in terms so evasive, lead the 
Honorable the Governor in Council to believe them 
as intended merely to cover measures, which the 
Chief is fully aware may not meet the ultimate appro- 
bation of the British Authorities. 

The Honorable the Governor in Council is of 
opinion that no advantage is likely to attend the con- 
tinuance of any intercourse with the Rajah of Ligore, 
and unless before the receipt of the letter, circums- 
tances should have occurred to afford a better prospect 


» ? our 

* ? ora 
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of an early and candid communication, it is the 
desire of the Honorable the Governor in Council that 
you should by letter take leave of that Chief, intima- 
ting to him the anxious desire that has always been 
entertained by this Government to maintain with 
him constant and friendly communication, and more 
particularly at present on points in which the mutual 
interests of the British and Siamese are concerned in 
this neighbourhood, and the corresponding regret felt 
by the Honorable the Governor in Council that the 
disinclination evinced by him to meet you personally, 
lias precluded the possibility of such, communication. 

As to the intention expressed by the Ihajah of 
proceeding in forty days to Qnedah, it may be enough 
to observe to him generally, that this Government will 
at all times be happy to meet any serious disposition 
ehewn by him to open a communication, and keep 
alive the friendly relations now subsisting. As regards 
your ulterior proceedings in respect to any of the 
other Chiefs in the neighbourhood, you will bo guided 
by the opinion you may entertain lmw far your com- 
municating with them will promote, in any degree, 
the success of the .ultimate measure of an Embassy to 
the Capital, which will probably be resolved on bv the 
Right Honorable the Governor General. 

1 am <!ic. Ac. 

( Signed ) }■]. A. P.LllXDKEL 

Acting Sec ry. to Govt). 

Fort Cornwallis 
the 17 March 182b. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS, The 24 March 1825. 


Factory Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. too 
pp. 786-7. 

Minute by the MINUTE by the PRESIDENT. 

President 21 

March 1825. - 


The Armed Schooner Commerce being readv lor 
Sea, I propose that she be dispatched with the letter 
lately addressed to Captain Burney, call first at Quedah, 
proceeding if necessary to Traang and Phoonga, or 
even to Mergui. should it be found that Captain 
Burney has proceeded in that direction. On delivering 
the letter Captain Poynton will wait a sufficient time 
to enable Captain Burney to reply, which it may 
be expected will contain report of his proceedings. 
Should it be found that Captain Burney has proceeded 
up the Country, the letter may be delivered to Mr. 
Cuthbertson in the Jessy, as it: is probable instructions 
will have been left by him as to the manner of forward- 
ing his letters ; — having fulfilled these instructions as 
the case may require. Captain Poynton should be 
directed to return to this Port, making report of his 
Proceedings. 

( Signed j li. FULLERTON 

21 : Maieh 1825. 

THE SECRETARY reports, that, the Master 
Attendant was directed to dispatch the Commerce, 
without loss of time, with the letters for Captain 
Burney. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS. The 7 April 1825. 


Factory 
Records* 

Straits Settle- 
ments* Vol. IOO* 
pp. 843-853. 

READ the following Reports with a Geographical 
* see Bengal Sketch from Captain Burney Political Agent to the 
secret and Pol : gj amese States, containing the Proceedings of hi' 

Consultations ^ ° 

vo?. 330 for two 3iis:?ion. # 
reports from 
Burney to 
Blundell* 

Dated 2 April 
1825. 

Minute by the JIIXLTE !>y the PRESIDENT. 

President 7 : 

April 1825. 


After an attentive perusal of Captain BurnejV 
Ileport. I arrive at the following conclusions : that 
although tlie influence of the Chiefs of Ligore and 
Plmngah is considerable, and might have great weight 
in determining points connected with the interests ot 
this Government yet from the relation in which they 
stand, they cannot be made the medium of negotiating 
the final ad justment of the various point- in discussion 
with the Kingdom of Siam : That for the above 
purpose an Embassy to Siam is indi-pen-able : That 
such can only be effected under direct powers from the 
Supreme Government: That a pre\ ions communica- 
tion with the Supreme Government is ab-ulutelv 
neees-ary: the more especially as in the cour-e ot the 
W ar. other points may arise ot a more general nature, 
and not exclusively connected with the affairs of thi- 
Presidency: That from the vaiiou- communication- 
held with Captain Burney, that. Officer is iidlv 
acquainted with the general motives and views of this 
Government in re.-pect to them : That the Memo- 
randum of Hr. Craw furd may be taken as the ba.-is of 
negotiation with the exception of Article 7 — that 
Article seem- to abandon the interests of the King of 
Kedah, and to stipulate instead ot them an increase of 
territory for ourselves. 
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It appears to me that our true policy is, 1st to 
keep up the petty States now stalling between us and 
the Siamese Territory; 2nd to endeavour to restore 
those which have been subverted, so as to prevent 
our coining in contact with that power in this 
neighbourhood. The restoration of the King of Kedah 
is a point 1 consider no less consistent with true 
policy, than essential to the credit and reputation of 
Government as far as Political considerations are 
concerned. The same arguments apply to Perak, it 
being understood that the Siamese from Ligoro are 
actually in possession. Should the restoration of the 
King of Kedah prove impracticable, then I am willing 
to admit that a cession of the Territory stated bv Mr. 
Crawfurd might be advantageous, by interposing a 
greater portion of Forest between us. The object of 
holding Territory on the Continent opposite the Island, 
was that we might command the Straits between the 
Main land and the Inland, and counteract the tendency 
to plunder and piracy otherwise open from the 
proximity to an unsettled Country. I admit dully that 
the belt of Land so occupied is too narrow, being 
comprised within 3 Miles of the shore, and therefore 
terminating just as the land emerges from Mangroves 
and Swamps and becomes fit for cultivation; great,, 
no doubt, would be the advantage of some extension, 
but certainly not of such consideration as to be an 
argument against the more essential object of re- 
establishing, if possible, the Malay Chief ships on 
defined terms, that is to say, subject to the payment 
ot a fixed sum. to be guaranteed by us, and no other 
mark of homage or subjection. 

In respect to Kedah, it may be observed that we 
have pursued towards it rather a middle course, we have 
not supported the King in possession of his Country, but 
we have afforded to him protection and support by a 
residence on the Island. The proximity to his King- 
dom, the hopes still entertained by all the Malay 
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Inhabitants of hi3 ultimate restoration, tend to keep 
up constant feelings of animosity, encourage partial 
and unavailing opposition to the existing Covernment. 
and bring upon us as the protectors of the exiled King, 
the odium of encouraging them : there can hardly 
be a question that the feelings so generated have led 
to the distrust evinced by the Rajah of Ligore in his 
communications. W e are bound to do our utmost tor 
the restoration of the King, but if we fail, it may 
remain for consideration, whether the residence ot the 
King should not he fixed at a great distance from hi s 
ancient dominions. 

I’erak being South of Kedah, the removal of the 
Siamese is alike important. With Kedah between 
them it is not likely the Siamese could maintain them- 
selves at Perak, their withdrawal may therefore be 
also a subject of negotiation. In respect to Salangore, 
as the Siamese of Ligore are not in possession, it may 
be enough for us to act at once, and by a Treaty with 
the Rajah debar the Siamese from any attempt on that/ 
State. I concur in opinion with Captain Burney, that 
the Conquest of Kedah, and the extension of Conquest 
to the South are rather objects of the Rajah than of 
the Court of Siam, and that the general advantages 
to be derived by that State in other quarters, may ho 
made to outweigh the more immediate views of the 
subordinate Chief. It is not likely that under existing 
circumstances, the opposition of the Authorities at 
Malacca to the views of Ligore would be noticed by 
the Court of Siam. If must he our endeavour, 
however, to keep on friendly terms with Ligore, so as 
to avoid the alternative ot making him our Enemy, 
and raising an influence against us, pending the 
negociation. 

The deputation ot our accredited Agent to Siam 
being determined on, the only question which remains 
for consideration is the most convenient route. Unless 
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it be deemed advisable with reference to other genera! 
objects, that the deputation should proceed from the 
immediate Seat of War. it appears to me that the offer 
and services ot the Chief of Phnngah should bo 
made use of. The Chief of Phungah. or properly 
speaking of Salang(Junk Ceylon) has a great interest 
at stake in the success of the British Arms. That Island 
and all the neighbouring Cont inent has long been kept 
in a state, of constant alarm from the Burmahs. so as 
to have entirely prevented the settling of Inhabitants 
there, and no advantage has hitherto resulted from its 
occupation. The successes of the British Arms on the 
Coast of Tenasserim, and the interposition of a British 
Force at Mergui afford him a degree of security never 
before enjoyed. As regards the occupation of Mergui 
and Tavoy by the British as Military Posts, with a, 
sufficient boundary, we have already stated our opinion 
of the advantages. Political and Commercial, to be 
derived from such occupation. The cession of the 
rest of the Coast to the Siamese may be tendered as 
the equivalent for the attainment of the main object 
in this quarter. As a communication must be re- 
ceived from Bengal before further steps can be taken ; 
it appears to me most advisable that Captain Burney 
should proceed thither himself, to lay before the 
Supreme Government the valuable information lie lias 
procured, and be guided by 1 lie Gather Instructions 
he may leceive. 

(Signed) 1C IT L BURTON. 

7: April 182.3. 
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MINUTE by MR. Cl.UBEEY. 

minute toy _____ 

Mr. Cfubley 7 

April 1825. I uuifv a*»l\*t* \\ it li til-* Ml. U'llli 1 * (!;>• I Vu-i.lunt, 

that nothing further which tki-. I r.jvemmeut can 
attempt, in the way of ncgc iation n irh tin* Siamese 
Chieftains, can K-* etf.ctual t>. the attuimu Mif o! any 
public objects which v.v nut'" desire to promot“, and 
that a direct communication w it-i tl.e Court of Siam, 
offers the only prospect of .siieeesstul .valiant ion. The 
President in his present and f.ir:n u r Minute- h.is very 
justly viewed the interests \vhi< h this Government 
must be desirous of establishing. Tne restoration of 
the Malay Government appears to be a matter of 
primary importance, and a guarantee for their future 
support must be equally essential. 

Such objects can only now, I fear, be i calmed 
through negotiation with .Siam, and political circums- 
tances at present connected with, our occupation of the 
former Possessions of Siam on the Coast of Tcnasseriin, 
seem to promise the best means of realizing them. 
[ am disposed however to think that a great deal boo 
much stress is laid on the supposed influence of the 
Chief of Poongah, at his Master’s Court, lie may 
vaunt, as all these petty Chief's will do, the? conse- 
quence the) - are inclined to assunm. and exaggerated 
representations and fallacious promises may only lead 
to ultimate delusion, and to the defeat perhaps of the 
best and most reasonable expectations. 

(Signed; W. A. CLUBLEY. 

7 April 1825. 

ORDERED that Copies of the above Minutes 
be forwarded to the Right Honorable the Governor 
General in Council, with the following letter, enclosing 
Captain Burney’s former and present Reports, and 
that Captain Burney be directed to proceed to 
Bengal to receive further instructions from the 
Supreme Government. 
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To the Governor 
General In 
Council 7 April 
1825. 


* See Vol. 99. 


TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL. 


No. 359. 

To 

The Right Honorable 

William Pitt Lord Amherst 

Governor General in Council 
Fort William. 

My Lord, 

Adverting to our Dispatch to your Lordship in 
Council under date the 18 January last, a we have 
now the honor to forward for your information, 
the Reports that our Political Agent. Captain Burney, 
has laid before us. both on his first Mission to Kedah 
and those he has drawn up after visiting the Coast 
between this Island and Poongah. and communicating 

O C " 1 

with the Son and officers of the Chief of Ligore. and 
with the Chief of Salang and other Siamese Officers 
on the Isthmus of Kraw. 

We have also the honor to forward a Minute that 
our President has this day recorded in Council, detail- 
ing the conclusions to which he has arrived after an 
attentive perusal of Captain Burney's Reports. 

Concurring with our President that no further 
measure* can be adopted by this Government until 
apprized of the views and sentiments to which the 
present state of the War, and the additional facts 
brought before you. may incline your Lordship in 
Council, we have deemed it advisable to direct Captn. 
Burney to proceed himself to Bengal by the present 
opportunity, in order to receive such immediate 
instructions as the valuable information which he has 
procured, and hi* perfect acquaintance with the general 
motives and views of this Government may induce 
your Lordship in Council to give to that Officer. 

We have &c. &c. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 
Fort Cornwallis W. A. CLUBLEY 

The 7 April 1825. R. 1BBETS0N 
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Lieutenant Low 
at Tavoy 16 
March 1825. 


* going and 
returning. 


[ <o ] 

PORT CORNWALLIS. The 7: April IS -A. 


LIEUTENANT LOW at TAVOY. 


To 

The Secretary to Government 

l’rince of Wales Inland. 

’Sir. 

1 have the honor to report tor the information of 
the Honorable the Governor in Council, that since my 
last letter to your address, which was dispatched hy 
the Prig Minerva. Captain Wyatt, Commander. 1 have 
succeeded in penetrating to the Siamese frontier. 

When sufficient leisure admit?. I will have the 
pleasure of tran*mitting to the Government a Plan and 
detail of the route pursued hy me. it is that one 
which has been marked out in my Map of Siam the 
most eligible in proceeding from Tavoy to Bankok. 
Lt has been termed a Military Road, but its present 
impracticability to Troop*, requiring a t rain of artillery 
and numerous Stores may be judged ol from the cir- 
cumstance that although provided with an Elephant 
and a Hor*e. I was forced to send both hack to Tavoy 
when only live mile.* distant from it. and to perforin 
the ivr-t of the journey of twelve day.* * entirely <m foot, 
while Men carried the Camp Equipage and Baggage. 

The route beyond the above dbfanre lie* across a 
rugged and monntainon* Country, covered in most 
parts with a dense forest, from the end of the first 
stage to the frontier, there is not a. village or the least 
sign of population, and from the path having been 
little frequented for several years the natural obstacles 
to a travellers progress have been increased. 


The Pass into tire Siamese Dominions lies on the 
summit of a Mountain called A'aye Having which X 
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calculated to be about 3000 feet at least above the 
level of the Sea — from this commanding spot 1 was 
gratified by an extensive view of the surrounding 
Country. 

Here the mutual Boundary of the Siamese and 
Tavoyan Territories is marked by two loose piles of 
Stones, sixty yards asunder. Betwixt these i had the 
honor to plant the British Flag, and to salute it with 
three Vollies of Musketry from a Party of one Havildar, 
one Naiek. and seven Sepoys of the Prince of Wales 
Island Local Corps who escorted me. The Flag was 
then hauled down, and a common one substituted. 

Having been disappointed in not meeting with 
any Siamese either on rite route or at this place, and 
considering that it would be imprudent to gratify 
lurther curiosity at the risk of exciting the watchful 
jealousy and suspicious temper of that people. 1 
abstained from advancing into their Country. That 
the}' might, however, know that a British Officer had 
bovn there, and had ascertained the line of their 
frontier. 1 wrote a short Memorandum in the Siamese 
language to that effect. Thi-- wa~ lotfc sealed up in a 
bottle, and I learned after my return that it had been 
found and carried off by some Siamese scouts. The 
letters B. K. I. C. were also engraved in the be-t 
manner that tbe rude implements at hand would admit 
of upon a stone which was buried on tbe Tavov side. 

A Copy of the Memorandum is herewith, enclosed. 

The Siamese have not any Military Post of im- 
portance within thirty Miles of the Saye Danny I’ass. 
Their nearest stations to it are therefore nearly one 
hundred Miles from Tavov. It appears to to me that 
they will not advance a Post nearer to. or infringe the 
boundary. Their present conduct is certainly of 
a friendly complexion, although hacked by no direct 
acts in favor of our arms against Ava. 



During my journey I discovered a copious foun 
tain of Mineral Water, having a temperature of 1 1 1 
Fahrenheit. It is my intention to send some of this 
water, together with specimens of the strata through 
which it Hows, to the Asiatic Society of Calcutta. 

1 had an opportunity of vi.-ting the Tin Mines 
Iving four Miles off the direct Roacl. in the midst of 
a deep Forest. These will be described hereafter. 

Several clays after my return to Tavoy 1 made 
another journey on foot to the Southward and East- 
ward. Lieutenant Sherman of the fld. M. X, Infantry 
at my request, favored me with his Company. Having 
reached a point about forty Miles south from Tavoy, 
and about thirty inland, we dropped down a river to 
the Sea. and sailed up to Tavoy. The greatest part of 
the route lies through a diversified and hilly, but 
cultivated Country. The Villages are beginning to be 
repeopled, and the effects of British Government, 
although that has not as yet been Tally secured to 
them, are apparent in the daily influx of Cultivators, 
and the cheerfulness expresse l in their countenances. 
The Tavoyers seem to me to be a people who might be 
moulded with ea^e to the best purposes of Soeietv. 

1 have just received a confidential communication 
from Colonel Smith, soliciting and amino me il 
possible to meet him speedily at Martaban, where tlm 
proximity <>f a Siame-e Army (avowedlv he them 
statiom-cl there lo he teady in ea.-e their aid shall 
be required against the Burmatis ) induces him to 
suppose that he will, in his Situation as Commanding 
the Southern I’rocincc- have important conference' 
with its Chief'. 

*■ » * „ 

I have Ac. Ac. 

( Signed ) JAMES LOW — Lieut. 

Agent for i\ W. Island Govt. 

TAVOY 
1G March 1 ;2-3. 
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Factory 
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Straits Settle* 
meets, Vol. IOO, 
pp. 866-7. 

COPY of a PAPER left on NAYE DACNG 
MOUNTAIN. 


Be it known that Lieutenant Low, a British 
Officer, having reached this place Naye Daung, regrets 
that he has not met with any Officer of the Siamese 
Government with whom he might have had an amicable 
conference. 

Lieutenant Low has happily ascertained this long 
acknowledged mutual boundary between the Siamese 
and Tavoyers. which latter people are now British 
Subjects. The boundary being thus so distinctly de- 
fined and known, mutual misunderstandings will be 
obviated, and the terms of amity hitherto happily 
existing betwixt the British and Siamese will be pre- 
served unbroken. 

Lieutt. Low has this dav hoisted the British Flag 
on Nave Dating- on the Tavoy side, and has saluted it 
with Musketry. The Siamese already know that Tavoy 
has become a Britir.h Possession. 

( Signed ) -I AMES LOW — Lieutt. 

(Dated) NAYE DAUNG 
20 February 1825. 

A True Copy 

( Signed ) JAMES LOW — Lieutt. 
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Factory FORT CORN WALLIS— The 21 April 1825. 

Records, 

Straits Settle* — — 

moots, Vol. 100, 
pp. 1051*6. 

DRAFT, by Captain H. Burney. Political Agent to the 
Siamese States 

of a letter from the Honorable the Governor of Prince 
of Wales Island to the Pya of Salang. 


The Governor of Prince of \\ ales Island has re- 
ceived the letter which the Pya of Salang transmitted 
to him by Captain Burney, and he is most happy to 
find that the Pya of Salang and the Praha of Tuceotong 
and Tuccopa have fully understood the satisfactory 
information which Captain Burney was deputed to 
communicate to them. The Governor of Prince of 
Wales Island returns the Pya of Salang his cordial 
acknowledgements for the kind and truly hospitable 
manner in which he received and treated Captain 
Burney, who has returned full of the praises of the Pya 
of Salang and all his Officers. 

As the letter from the Right Honorable the 
Governor General, respecting a Mission to Siam has 
not yet arrived, the Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island has sent Captain Burney himself to Bengal, for 
the purpose of fully detailing there the friendly con- 
duct of the Pya of Salang. and of receiving without, 
any delay, such further order*, as the Right Honorable 
the Governor General may give Captain Burney, after 
hearing the pleasing accounts which that Officer will 
communicate to His Lord-hip re-peoting Pungali. and 
everybody under the Pya of Salang’s authority. 

It is evident to the Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island, that the Pya of Salang is a wise and liberal 
Chief, worthy of the high situation which lie fills under 
the great King of Siam, and the Governor of Prince 
of Wales Island requests to ti’ansmit to the Pya of 
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Salang. by the present opportunity, as tokens cf the 
friendship with which the Pya has inspired the 
Governor 2 large Sugar -Jars. 2 I ’air large Chrvstal 
Decanters. 2 do. small Decanters, 2 Water Crofts, <> 
Chrvstal Cups, and 1 Gold Chain. 

If there is any matter in which the Governor of 
Prince of Wales Island can render himself serviceable 
to the Pya of Salang, now or hereafter, the Governor 
trusts the Pya will not omit to apprize him thereof 
without hesitation. 

The Governor of Prince of Wales Island hopes 
that Pungah and Penang will now be much better 
known to each other, and that a lasting friendship and 
profitable trade will now be continued between them. 
Every person coming to Penang from Salang. Pungah, 
Tuccatong and Tuecopa. as well as every other subject 
of Siam, may he henceforth always confident of receiv- 
ing every abidance and protection from the Governor 
of Prince of Wales Island. 

(Signed) 11. FULLERTON. 
Penang, fith April 1825. 

Translated by 

(Sd.) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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DRAFT 


of a letter to tlie King 0 f Saiangore from the Malay 
Translator to Government. 


1 am directed )»y the Honble. the Governor of 
l’ulo Penang to acquaint my friend in reply to his 
letter requesting some Pice, to inform him that at 
present that Coin is very scarce at this Island ; and L 
am desired to assure my friend, at the same time, that 
the Honorable the Governor would have had much 
.satisfaction in coni] dying with iny friend’s wishes in 
this respect, had it been in his power. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDFKSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

J’enang 

the Id April I32’>. 
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To the Rajah of To tllO RAJAH of LIGOR’S SON at QUEDAH. 

Ligor's Son at 

Qucdah 20: April . 

1825. 

Draft 

of a letter from the Malay Translator to Government 
to the Son of the Rajah of Ligore at Quedali. 

I am directed by the Honble. the Governor of 
Pulo Penang to acquaint your Highness, that it is 
currently reported at this Settlement, an Order has 
lately been issued at Quedali, strictly prohibiting the 
Export of Grain. The Honorable the Governor lias 
been much astonished to hear this report, and consi- 
dering the friendly relations subsisting between Pula 
Penang and Quedali. together with the amicable pro- 
fessions ot your Highness, and the Chow Fva of Ligore. 
of a desire to cultivate the good will of the British 
Government, the Honorable the Governor is rather 
disposed to discredit the report. 

He directs me. however, to inform your High- 
ness, that if such be the case he expects that the 
restriction will be immediately withdrawn, and that 
your Highness will permit the free export of Grain 
and other Provisions from the several Ports of Quedali. 
as heretofore, by which you will evince the sincerity 
of your professed friendly disposition towards this 
Government, and give an earnest of your desire to 
cultivate a good understanding and promote the Com- 
mercial intercourse between Quedali aud Pulo Penang. 

In communicating the report which prevails here, 
and requiring from your Highness an explanation of a 
proceeding apparently so inconsistent with the exist- 
ing relations between the two State-, I am desired to 
remind your Highness of the frequent complaints of 
acts of Piracy which you have preferred, in the sup- 
pression of which this Government has always testified 
the most prompt and anxious de-ire. to co-operate, at the 
same time to point out to your Highness, that any 
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restrictions. such as those now adverted Pc ^ , 

to encourage Piracy, by throw me the numerous oiiut.c ^ 
traders out of employ, and preventing them obtaining 
an honest livelihood, by bringing Grain to this 
Island. 

(Signed) -InllX ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 


Penang 

the 20 April 1S25. 
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 26 April 1325. 

Records, 

Straits Settle- ' 
merits, Vol. IOO, 
pp. 1168-9. 


to the son of the To the Son of the RAJAH of MOORE at KEDAH 

Rajah of Ligore 

at Kedah _____ 

22 April 1825. 

Draft 

of a letter from the Malay Translator to Government 
to the Son ol the Rajah of Ligore at Kedah. 

1 am directed by the Honorable the Governor of 
Pulo Penang to address your Highness upon the sub- 
ject of a recent attack upon some trading Prows from 
this place by a fleet of Siamese Boats, and to request 
that you will take measures for repressing such dis- 
turbances in future, and the prevention of simila 1 * 
hostile proceedings. The circumstances arc as follow : 
about 3 months ago two Prows, the one having a crew 
ot 10 and the othei of 7 men, belonging to Malayan 
Inhabitants of this Island, proceeded on a voyage to 
the Islands to the Northward, to collect Birds nests. 
Having collected a small quantity, they went into a 
small Bay on the main called Teluk Bugis, near Junk 
Ceylon for water about 20 days ago, when they \\cie 
attacked by live Siamese Prows, which without 
hailing, or making any enquiries commenced firing 
upon them ; they fled and were pursued— I ho small 
Malay Prow was sunk, the two Nakodas and one of 
the Crew were killed and two more of the Crew 
wounded in the action. The largest Prow has tvl urne l 
into this harbour, and Depositions have, been made to 
the above effect by the Crew. 

The Honorable the Governor of t’ulo Penang 
trusts that your Highness will cause some enquiries to 
be instituted into this affair, and that there will be no 
recurrence of such an act of hostility against subjects 



of tin.' Uland. seeking a livelihood 1>\ trade among't 
the l-lands to the Northward. 


(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Traiw. to < u>vt 


I 'enanu 

the 22nd April 1 &2o. 

A 'imilar Letter adth'os'-cd to 


'To the Pjra of 
PMitgah. 


THE 1’VA OF ITNOAH. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 101, 
pjp. 1220-34. 


Minute by the 
President 29 
April 1325. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 3 May 1325. 


AT A SPECIAL COUNCIL— Present 
THE HONORABLE ROBERT FULLERTON 

Governor President- 

WILLIAM ARMSTRONG CLUBLEY Esquire 
and 

ROBERT 1BBETS0N Esquire. 

APPROYEDTHE PROCEEDINGS of the 20th Ultimo. 
PUBLIC. 

IN CONSEQUENCE of the intelligence which 
has been received at this Settlement within the last few 
days of the advanced state of preparation of an exten- 
sive Armament by the Rajah of Ligore at Trading and 
the Ports to the Northward, this special Council was 
called, for the purpose of considering the expedience 
of adopting fmther measures of precaution for guard- 
ing against any sudden attack, and for tranquillizing 
the alarms of the Native Community of the Island. 

T1IE following Minute by the Honorable the 
President with Drafts of two letters to the Rajah of 
Ligore is recorded. 

MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. Maingy is already acquainted with the various 
rumour.-, prevailing respecting the outfit of an arma- 
ment at Traang. Setool, Quedah &e. by the Rajah of 
Ligore, these rumours have now attained such a 
degree of credit as to require immediate precautionary 
measures. The object of the armament is understood 
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to be an attack on Perak and Salengore. Our inha- 
bitants are not without some degree of alarm in 
respect to their own safety particularly those 
in Wellesley Province. In respect to Perak and 
Salengore we stand thus. We have now taken 
possession of Malacca — -both these States were in 
alliance with the Dutch of Malacca, in fact consi- 
dered as Dependencies. The Dutch bad a factory at 
Perak previous to the late negotiations. The Dutch 
had intimated the intention ot renewing the ancient 
connections with those States. Anticipating probably 
that the cession of Malacca would be the result ot the. 
negotiations, they have abstained from the express 
renewal of the Treaties, one ot which stipulates for 
the defence of the Countries : so long as these Treaties 
were in force, they formed a barrier against the exten- 
sion of Siamese conquests to the Southern parts 
the Peninsula. The Dutch having now withdrawn 
and the British taken their place — it becomes a ques- 
tion how far it may be deemed good policy to renew 
with the States of Perak and Salengore those relations 
in which they formerly stood with the Dutch as the, 
means of preventing the Siamese authorities of Bigore 
from extending their dominions in that direction, 
placing themselves in contact with us down even to 
•iuhore and Singapore and entirely shutting ui- out 
from the valuable Tin Trade of the Interior which 
might otherwise flow entirely into our Eastern Settle- 
ments of Penang. Malacca and Singapore. The Ques- 
tion has been submitted to tile Supreme Covernment 
and it i> highly necessary to prevent, if po.-.-ible, but 
without actual hostilities, the subjugation of thus,* 
States by the Rajah of Bigore before we know the deter- 
mination ot the Supreme Covernment. ( 'aptain Burnev 
having proceeded to Bengal to communicate to the. 
Supreme Covernment the result of the late Mission 
and receive final instructions, it becomes necessary 
that some other person should be deputed to make the. 
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communications now required, and M r. Maingy lias 
been selected for that purpose. The first object must 
be to ascertain, whether the Armament alluded to is 
in that stage ot' preparation represented. It it should 
be found not to be so. the visit to the Rajah must be 
entirely complimentary. It must be represented that 
Mr. Maingy has come to meet the Rajah, in consequence 
of the intimation given, and the absence of Captain 
Burney preventing his attendance. Mr. Maingy will 
in that case confine himself to general professions, to 
a repetition of all that has been urged by Captain 
Burney, the necessity of avoiding every measure 
calculated to disturb the harmony subsisting [between j 
the two States, and repeating that an attack on 
Salangore would probably produce that effect. Should 
Mr. Maingy however find that an immediate expedi- 
tion against Salangore is in process, lie will then 
deliver the letter No. 2 and intimate that the Armament, 
will not be allowed to pass near or within the Island, 
and it will become necessary to guard ourselves and 
save our population [from] the terror and alarm and 
consequent confusion which must result from so 
near an approach of such an Armament to this Island 
or Province Wellesley. 


The Brig .lossy will be placed under the orders of 
Mr. Maingy. also tin* Armed Boat and tin* Commerce, 
if she should return in lime. These Vessels should 
continue to cruize off T rating Ac. It maybe hoped 
That their appearance will prevent the Armament from 
sailing, but if such should not be the ease, these vessels 
must accompany the armament and keep between them 
and the Island, not allowing them to conn* near i he 
channel between us and the Main land, or approaching 
within ten Miles of any part of the Island. Although 
1 consider it advisable to discourage by every possible 
means the projected attack on Salangore and to retard 
its completion by every means short of actual hostilities 
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pending reference to Helical, yet however it' >iiov-t 
may he regret toil, it does not appear to me that 
we are authorized to oppose actual force again'* 
it~ execution. 

(Signed ) U. I TLLHUTON 

2hth A]>ril 1 e 2~>. 



To the Rajah 
off Ligore 
29 April 1825. 
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To the RAJAH of LIGORE. 

Draft 

of a letter from the Honorable the Governor of Pulo 
Penang to the Rajah of Ligore. 

I duly received your Highness’s letter of the 3d 
Rajop, brought by Captain Burney’s Messenger, China 
Achong, and as the period fixed for your Highness’s 
coming down to Kedah, has now elapsed. I have de- 
puted Mr. Maingy, of the Honorable Company’s Civil 
Service on this Establishment, as my Confidential 
Envoy to communicate fully with your Highness and 
to consult with you on several important subjects, for 
which purpose Captain Burney was lately sent to 
Kedah and Traang. That officer having however, 
proceeded to Bengal, for a short time, for the purpose 
of receiving instructions from the Right Honorable 
the Governor General, renders it necessary for me 
to depute another Agent, lest your Highness should 
be disappointed in the expected Meeting, to which 
you have professed so ready an inclination. I am the 
more induced to expedite Mr. Maingy’s departure as 
I have heard that your Highness has come across and 
been tor some weeks past in the neighbourhood of 
Traang, at which place it will be ecpially convenient 
to Mr. Maingy to meet you as at Kedah, and he has 
been accordingly directed to proceed direct to that 
porr. 

Having long evinced a disposition to cultivate a 
cordial understanding with your Highness and to pre- 
■-vrve ‘hose relations of friendship now happily subsist- 
ing between the Siamese and English unimpaired, by 
the frequent deputation of confidential Officers of this 
Gov rnm.Mit as a return for your Highness’s frequent 
depul at a n- of confidential Officers to myself and my 
1*11x1. . in this Government. 1 have only to request 
that y c .r Highness Will receive Mr. Maingy with 
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respect and confidence as an accredited British Agent 
with full powers. 

Mr. Mai) icy will deliver some presents to Your 
Highness as a mark of my regard. 


(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 


The 2t' Api il 1825. 


(Signed '• J ANDERSON 


Malay Transr. to Govt. 



To The Rajah 
of Ligore 
28 April 1825. 
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To the RAJAH of LIGORE. 


Letter 

from the Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire Gov- 
ernor of Pulo Penang to the Rajah of Ligore. 

It is ray duty to acquaint your Highness that the 
report of your Hostile intentions against the indepen- 
dent Malayan State ot Salengore and your extensive 
armaments equipping at Traang, Sitool and other 
places to the Northward are daily becoming more 
notorious, and there seems to be now no room left to 
question the truth of them, notwithstanding your 
frequent professions of pacific intentions and off 
repeated expressions of your anxiety that I should not 
give credence to any rumours at variance with such 
professions. 

I have already more than once addressed youi 
Highness upon this subject but have not lately 
received replies to my communications, nor did my 
Agent, Captain Burney, succeed in obtaining an in- 
terview with you, by which means you would have 
gained a complete knowledge of the intentions of the 
British Government in several important matters. 

It now becomes my duty to remind you Highness 
that the Settlement of Malacca ha-s been taken pos- 
session of by virtue of a treaty with the Dutch Govern- 
ment, by which that Nation ceded all its possessions 
and privileges acquired by Treaty with Native States 
on the Peninsula of Malacca. The Dutch Government 
as well as the British have long been on friendly 
terms with the .States of Perak and Salengore, espe- 
cially the close vicinity of Salengore to our present 
Settlement of Malacca and long intimate connexion 
with that State naturally disposed the Government 
to prevent any hostile attempts against it by any 
other power, and as there is every reason to infer 
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that the Supreme British Authorities in Bengal will 
uphold the existing treaties with the Malayan States 
to the Southward. I am hound once more to caution 
your Highness against proceeding to carry your threat' 
into effect, of subjugating Salengore. 

That State is not, nor lias ever been in the remotest 
degree, connected with the Siamese Dominions, and 1 
am in daily expectation of impjrtant intelligence 
from Bengal upon the subject. 

Should your Highness disregard this caution and 
remonstrance, the result may possibly be a very serious 
misimderstandinsr between the Siamese and English 
I therefore with an anxious dedre to preserve a good 
understanding with the Siamese Xation, and yourself, 
consistently with the dignity of the high power of 
which I am here a local representative, call upon your 
Highness to abstain from the prosecution of such 
hostile measures, which cannot reflect any credit upon 
yourself or the power you represent and may and most 
probably will involve you in much trouble and 
difficulty. 

The bearer of this letter is Air. Alaingy, a Senior 
Civil Servant on this Establishment, to whom I have 
fully explained my wishes. If your Highness will 
grant that Gentleman an interview I have no doubt 
he will be able to dissuade your Highness from an 
enterprize so obnoxious to the British Government and 
likely to prove so injurious to yourself. I trust 
therefore, that .Mr. Alaingy may be received with 
iV'pect and confidence as the Agent of the British 
Government and my confidential Envoy. 

(Signed ) R. ECLLERTOX 

Governor. 

Penang -3 April 1825. 

(Signed) -T. AXDERSOX 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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THE SECRETARY reports that in conformity 
to the above Minute, the following Instructions- were 
circulated for the approval of the Members of the 
Board, and addressed to the Superintendent of Point 
Wellesley. 

To 

A. D. MAIXGY Esquire 

Superintendent of Point Wellesley. 

Sir, 


I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in 
Council to acquaint you that relying upon your expe- 
rience, ability and discretion, he has been pleased to 
entrust to your management a service of a peculiar 
delicate and important nature. 

2. You are already fully acquainted with the 
various rumours prevailing respecting the outfit of an 
extensive Armament at Traang, Setool, Kedah and 
other ports to the Northward, by the Rajah of Ligore. 
These rumours have now attained such a degree of 
credit as to require immediate precautionary measures. 

3. The object of these extensive preparations, 
as you are also aware, is understood to be an attack on 
Perak and Salangore, and the inhabitants of this 
island, as well as those on Wellesley Province, 
particularly the last, are in a considerable degree of 
alarm in respect to their own safety. 

4. In respect to Perak and Salangore I am 
directed to submit for your guidance the view which 
this Government has taken of the policy which ought 
to be pursued at the present crisis, and pending 
further instructions from the Right Honorable the 
Governor General in Council. 

5. The British Government has now taken 
possession of Malacca, with which Settlement, durin g 
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the Dutch Administiation. the States ot Perak awl 
Salengore were in close Alliance, in tact they were 
considered as dependencies of Malacca. The Dutch 
formerly had a factory at Perak, and intimated their 
intention of renewing the ancient connexion** with 
both the States in question ; anticipating however, 
most probably the cession of Malacca, they abstained 
from the express renewal of the treaties, one of which 
stipulated for the defence of these Countries. 

6. So long as these treaties were in force, they 
formed a barrier against the extension of Siamese eon- 
quests to the Southern parts of the Peninsula. The 
Dutch having now withdrawn and the British taken 
their place, it becomes necessary to consider how far it 
may be deemed good policy to renew, with the States 
of Perak and Salengore. those relations in which they 
formerly stood with the Dutch, as the means of 
preventing the Siamese Authorities of Ligore from 
extending their dominions in that direction, placing 
themselves in contact with us down even to Johor and 
Singapore and entirely shutting us out from the 
valuable Tin trade of the interior, which might other- 
wise How entirely into our Pastern Settlements of 
Penang, Malacca and Singapore. 

7. This important question has been submitted to 
tile Supreme Government and it is highly neces-nry 
to prevent, if possible, but without actual ho.'ti'itie.r, 
the subjugation of these States by the llajah of Ligore, 
before the determination of the Supreme Government 
is known. Captain Burney having proceeded to Bengal 
to communicate to the Supreme Government the remit 
ot the late Mission, and to receive final instructions, 
it becomes necessary to depute another confidential 
Officer to communicate with the Rajah of Ligore at 
Kedah or Traang, it lie lias arrived at either of these 
places. 


t*. 'i our iii’fet object will be to ascertain by tiio 
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most accurate and careful enquiries (avoiding as much 
as possible the excitement of any alarm or suspicions) 
whether the armament reported to be nearly equipped 
and ready for departure, is in that stage of preparation 
represented. If it should be found not to be so, your 
visit to the Rajah of bigore must be understood as 
merely complimentary. You will then deliver to him 
the letter marked No. 1. You will represent to Ins 
confidential Officers and to himself, if he gives yon 
an interview, that in consequence of the intimation of 
his intention to come to Kedah and the absence of 
Captain Burney on duty in Bengal preventing bis 
attendance, you have been deputed to make his 
Highness acquainted with the progress of tile War 
against the Burmalis, to represent the necessity of bis 
Highness’s avoiding every measure calculated to 
disturb the harmony subsisting between the two 
States, and particularly remind him that an attack on 
Salengore would probably produce that effect. 

'J. Should you however find that an immediate 
expedition against Salengore is in piogresf, you will 
then deliver the letter No. 2. and intimate that the 
Armament will not be allowed to pass near or within 
this Island, and that precautions have been taken to 
secure the tranquillity of this Settlement and allay the 
apprehensions of the inhabitants in Province Wellesley. 

lo. To enable you to proceed oil the immediate 
execution yt this duty, orders have been issued to the 
Ha 'ter Attendant to prepare the Honble. Company’s 
Brig .)>■'>»• for your accommodation. The hired 
Schooners Commerce and -John do 1 b ias will abo bo 
placed under your orders. You will make such arran- 
gements relative to the disposal of the vessels in 
keeping a vigilant watch over the movements of the, 
Siamese beet, in the neighbourhood of Toning and 
Setool, as you may consider best. 


11. It may be expected that these demons ra- 
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tions will prevent the Armament from sailing, but 
should such not be the case, it will be your duty to 
issue directions to the Commanders of the Vessel* 
under your orders to accompany the Siamese Arma- 
ment and keep between them and this Island, not per- 
mitting- them to come near the channel between thi- 
Island and the main land or to approach within ten 
miles of any part of this Island. 

12. Although it is considered by Government to 
be extremely advisable to discourage by every possible 
means, the projected attack upon Salengore. and to re- 
tard its completion by every means short of actual 
hostilities, pending reference to Bengal, yet it is not 
intended that actual force should at present be opposed 
against its execution. 

13. You will put yourself in communication 
with the Malay Translator who will furnish you with 
the necessary letters and credentials and consult with 
him generally upon the objects of your Mission. The 
Honorable the Governor in Council is pleased also to 
direct that you shall have free access to the documents 
in the Secretary’s Office, bearing upon this cjuestion, 
and I am particularly desired to refer you to the in- 
structions to Captain Burney, and his late reports. 

14. I am desired to add, that orders will be 
issued to the Storekeeper to furnish the necessarv 
provisions and supplies upon your Indent and to the 
Master Attendant to afford you every assistance in 
equipping the vessel. 

15. You will submit a Bill for such advance of 
Money as may be necessary and prepare Indents for 
such Military Stores as may, in your judgment, be 
essential for the protection of the Yes.-el. 

16. As there is a scarcity of disposable Troops 
for foreign service, the Honorable the Governor in 
Council would prefer that you engage a small party of 
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able bodied Malays from Province Wellesley, for whom 
you may cause an uniform to be made up for the occa- 
sion and they will be provided with Musquets from 
the Arsenal upon your Indent. The Honorable the 
Governor in Council is of opinion that a party of 1 2 
or lo such Men would suffice for the present duty. 

17. You are authorized also to engage such Inter- 
preters and other Attendants as may be necessary and 
you will purchase some Articles of British Manufacture, 
as presents to the Chiefs, in the event of circumstances 
admitting of the delivery of letter No. 1. 

18. In conclusion I am directed to impress upon 
you the necessity of the greatest circumspection in 
the conduct of this Mission, which, if executed as the 
Honorable the Governor in Council has every just 
reason to expect it will be, cannot fail to be beneficial 
to the interests of this Settlement and gain you the 
approbation of your employers. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) J. ANDERSON 

Actg. Secry. to Govt. 

Fort Cornwallis 
The 29 April 1825. 

The necessary Orders for giving effect to these 
arrangements were also issued to the several Depart- 
ments. and the following letter addressed to the 
Master Attendant. 
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To the Master 
Attendant 
2 May 1825. 


To 

C. W. H. WEIGHT Esquire 
Master Attendant. 


Sir, 

I am directed by the Honorable tile Governor in 
Council to desire that you will prepare the Honorable 
Company's Hriy -Jessy, without delay, to convey Mr. 
Maingy upon a special Mission to the Northward, and 
to desire that you will afford that Gentleman every 
possible assistance from your Department, in order 
that he may quit the harbour, it possible, on Thursday 
Morning the Oth Instant. 

1 am I'ima. 

(Signed) •!. ANDERSON. 

Actg. Secry. to Govt. 


Fort Cornwall^ 
Tlie 2: Mat 1820. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 3 May 1825. 


Factory 

Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 101, 

p p. 1257-68. 

To, 


Malay Trans- 
lator to 
Government 
I : May 1825. 


THE HONORABLE 

ROBERT FULLERTON Esquire 

Governor Ac. Ac. Ac. 


Honorable Sir, 

I deem it my duty to acquaint you that the reports 
of the extensive armaments by the Siamese at Traang, 
Setool, Lingou. Kedah and the other ports to the. 
Northward, are daily becoming more numerous, and 
the alarms of the Native population of tins Island 
greatly increasing. 

2. 1 have examined several persons who have 
arrived here during the few last days, from some of 
these places, and have particularly interrogated them. 
Their statements appear very consistent and circum- 
stantial in several particulars. 

3. One Man, the Commander of a small prow, 
who arrived here on the 3u : Ultimo stated that lie 
left J’urlis on the 28th and that, there was there lying 
near the village of Kangar, 30 l’rows ot the burthen of 
from 3 to ti Coyans. They were fitted with strong 
breastwork tor the reception of Guns and were to pro- 
ceed in a tew days for Koiitaiini some distance up the. 
Traang liver,, which is the general rendezvous ot the 
Siamese fleet, and where the-e boats were to take in 
tln-ir gum. 


4. My informant mentions that the Siamese 
"ere pressing all the adult .Malays into their Service, 
and that each boat was to be manned with an equal 
proportion of Siamese and .Malays. He reports that 
there are ti() similar prahus at Setool and upwards 
<4 100 still larger at Kontanni, that they will mount 
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from 2 to 4 guns each and that most of the boats 
have a double set of oars. The largest will contain 
from 10 to 50 men each. 

5. The same person reports that the Rajah of 
Ligore has lately arrived at Traang (this however 
he only heard mentioned) that it is publicly given 
out — the Armament is destined for Salengore ; that it 
is intended to quit upon the change of the Moon, 
that they have fixed upon a lucky day for their 
departure, that he has heard from the Women living 
under the protection of the Siamese, that the Rajah of 
Ligore is determined to have the Rajah of Kedah dead 
or alive, that they have often demanded him and this 
Government has refused to give him up, that the 
Armament is destined to attack Penang in a dark 
night, that the intended landing place is Pulo Teccoos 
bay. that the houses are to be set on fire and the white 
population put to death ; that there are many Chinese 
on the Island in league with them and expected to 
join them ; that the ltajah of Ligore has Agents in 
disguise here, who give him regular information. ( the 
name of one principal Agent he mentioned ) that the 
Siamese have plans of the Town and know the exact 
strength of our force, that the Rajah of Ligore, in fact 
possesses the best intelligence of all that is going on. 


(j. He states also, that he is confident if due 
precautions are taken, [and] the Rajah of Ligore hears 
that we are upon our guard lie will hesitate in making 
an attack, that he is only looking out for a favorable 
opportunity, when he thinks we have no apprehensions 
and are not upon the alert. 

7. This man states that he is in no way connected 
with the Rajah of Kedah, that he has not seen him 
since his arrival here nor had any communication with 
any of his people. He professed a readiness to depose 
to the truth of the above statement, upon oath. 
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8. Several other persons corroborate this state- 
ment in several particulars, and all agree that there 
is a very large assemblage of vessels and men in many 
of the rivers to the Northward, that it is contrary to 
the practice of the Siamese to give out publicly their 
intention of attacking any particular place. 

9. So many reports have been received upon this 
subject and so much already recorded that I was 
reluctant to submit the substance of two letters which 
were put into my hands some days ago. One is from 
the brother of a Malay man residing on the opposite 
shore. The writer of the letter is in the employ of the 
Siamese, in rather a confidential situation in Setool. 
The person from whom I procured these letters, with 
some reluctance, made a stipulation that they should 
not go out of my hands, as his relatives would instantly 
be put to death, if it were known that he had com- 
municated their contents to me. The substance of 
of these, I have already had the honor of communicat- 
ing verbally to you. 

10. The first is as follows : The writer was at 
Setool. He states that the Malays old and young 
were forced into the Siamese Service, that all was 
confusion, he urges his relative to prepare his prow 
and launch her, in order that the females of his family 
and children might escape in case of need ; he recom- 
mends him to move over to George Town during the 
present month, to take care of his property and provide 
himself with everything necessary. He says " You 
must not go anywhere who knows if the Siamese may 
not come.” He adds that there are at Setool and 
Lingaes a hundred pralms in the water, and he con- 
cludes, •' 1 cannot go to my house day or night ; 1 am 
“ constantly employed upon the Siamese Boats ; they 
give out that they are going to Salengore, and are 
*■ using great expedition.” 
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11. The other letter is from another person whose 
name I possess. He says that when he arrived at 
Setool, the Siamese were very busy preparing their 
prows, that they put many questions to him relative 
to Penang. He states that he had been ordered to 
Ligore and adds " be upon your guard : better get your 
“ boat read} - ; if trouble comes, then is no time to 
“ consider ; do you. my father and Brother invoke tho 
Almighty. 1 shall return to you soon.’’ He requests 
some cloathes to be sent to him. The other parts of 
of the letters relate to family matters. The originals 
are in my possession, and bear all the marks of 
authenticity and ot not being fabricated for the 
purpose of deception. 

12. While submitting this information for your 
consideration and expressing my conviction, from a 
very deliberate consideration of all the rumours now 
afloat and a careful enquiry into all the reports in 
circulation, it is proper at the same time to remark that 
many exaggerated and sometimes unfounded reports 
have been propagated here, there is reason to believe, 
by the friends and adherents of the Rajah of Kedah. 

13. It must be recollected, however, that the 
Armament reported to be in such an advanced state of 
preparation has been equipping during the last 3 years 
and it has been clearly ascertained by the Envoys sent 
from hence and other good sources of information, 
that there is a large assemblage of prows and men. 

14. The Siamese have lately made no secret of 
their intentions of attacking Salengore. The warnings 
of this Government to the Rajah of Ligore seem to have 
had the effect only of causing him to redouble his 
exertions to carry his schemes into effect. While he 
was professing the most pacific intentions ; while his 
Envoys were here, pretending to negociate for the 
return ot the Rajah of Kedah, a force was marching 
across to attack Perak, which is now in their possession. 
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15. The Rajah of Ligore is not ignorant that a 
murli smaller force than he has equipped would fully 
suffice to capture Salengore. The expedition which 
he sent 3 years ago against Perak consisted only of 1 5 
or 20 prahus of a Middling size. It is pretty well 
ascertained that his present fleet consists of not less 
than 300 prahus, large and small. 

1(3. Many respectable natives here firmly believe 
that the expedition is destined for this place, and that 
a desperate attempt will be made to seize and carry off 
the Rajah of Kedah. A general alarm in fact prevails 
throughout the Island, amongst the Native community. 

17. Under all these circumstances, and consi- 
dering the very small force at present on this Island, 

1 feel it to be my duty, holding the situation which 
1 do, in the intelligence department, respectfully 
to lay all these particulars before you. in order that 
you may take into consideration the expediency of 
adopting every available means of precaution, to 
obtain more precise information and to guard against 
any possible attack. The knowledge of such precau- 
tions being taken will tend very much to allay the 
apprehensions of the Native population and may and 
1 do think will deter the Rajah of Ligore from any 
hostile aggression against this place for the present ; 
tho’ there is very little doubt he will endeavour to 
subjugate the Malay States to the Southward forth- 
with. 

1 have Ac. 

( Signed ) -I O H X AND ERSON 

Malay Transr. to Ciovt. 


Malay Transrs. Office 
P. W. Island 
The 1 May 1825. 



Supt. of point 
Weliesley 
1 May 1325. 
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SCPTDT. POINT WEEEESLEY. 

To. 

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government . 

Sir, 

I deem it my duty to report for the information 
of the Honorable the Governor in Council, that the 
rumours which have so long prevailed in l’enang. and 
on this shore, respecting the outfit cf a formidable, 
armament at the different Ports to the Northward, by 
the Rajah of Ligore, are entirely confirmed by informa- 
tion I have lately obtained from persons employed by 
me for the purpose of ascertaining this point. JIv 
Informants are Men of respectability, and I firmly 
believe their communication viz. that 70 large Praluis 
carrying each from 2 to 4 Guns, with a Complement 
of 10 to 5b Men are collected at Kdiuntannee, and that 
more are daily arriving from Setool and Kedah to 
complete this force. There are also a considerable 
number of smaller prahus which are merely intended 
to convey the Siamese Troops, without being armed. 

The attack of Salengore is the ostensible object of 
these preparations, but the Siamese have so confidently 
proclaimed their intention of proceeding to Salengore, 
a mea-ure so contrary to the caution and cunning 
followed by them in conducting their mode of warfare, 
that it becomes a question whether some other attempt 
besides the conquest ot that place may not be con- 
templated by them. The Malays firmly believe that 
their intention is to seize and carry away, if possible, 
the Rajah of Kedah. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) A. D. MAIN GY 

Supt. of Point Wellesley. 

Wellesley Province 
The 1 May 1825: 
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THE HOARD entirely concurring in the ex- 
pediency and propriety of the measures which have 
been adopted, and those now proposed by the 
J ’resident 


RESOLVED that the Malay Translator be au- 
thorized to engage loO Malays under respectable 
Native Pungalus, to be posted in different parts of the 
Island, particularly the Reach between George Town 
and 1’ulo Teecoos. Teluk Kuiubo. and the Western 
side of the Island, to keep a strict guard at night and 
to convey the earliest information of the approach of 
any assemblage of Prows to meet also at the appointed 
place of Rendezvous in case of alarm being given, 
where they will receive Arm- and as-i<t in the 
defence of the place. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle* 
merits, Vol. 101, 
pp. 1322-53. 


Minute by the 
President 12 
May 1825. 


[ 102 ] 


FORT CORNWALLIS THE 12 May 1525. 


MINUTE by the PRESIDENT. 

I beg to lay before the Board all the information 
received relative to the Siamese Armament sinr^ our 
last meeting : from which it does not appear advisable, 
to relax any of the precautionary measures already 
taken. The hired Schooner has been dispatched to 
Trang and the Neighbouring Ports to watch and report 
preparations of the Siamese. The enquiry as to the 
supposed communication between the Siamese Chief 
of Ligore and certain of the Chinese inhabitants of this 
Island has been made over to the Police Department 
to which it properly belongs. I propose that all the 
information received be sent for the perusal of the 
Officer Commanding the Troops. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 


12 Mav 1>25. 
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Enclosure To 

one. 

The Honorable ROBERT l-'CLLERTON Esquire 
Governor &ea. &ea. &ca. 

Honorable Sir, 

I have the honor to acquaint you that a Malay 
man. named Haji. whom I dispat'-hed in a .small prow, 
agreeably to your orders about 8 days ago to the 
Northward, for the purpose of collecting intelligence, 
returned this morning and reports as follows. 

The first place he touched at was Jerloon, a small 
river a little to the Northward ot Quedah. where. lie 
was informed that the Rajah of Ligore was preparing 
to cross over land from Tradng to < Jnedah and was 
expected to arrive on the 1st of Shawal (b daj's hence). 
At Jerloon , tiie Siamese were collecting the Malays, 
to convey them to Timing to assist in manning the 
boats. 

From Jerloon. where he remained only few hours, 
he proceeded to Kuala Puju, another small river to 
the Noithward of Purlis. and the above intelligence was 
confirmed. There also the. Siamese were pressing the 
Malays. He saw 15 prows at Kanyar which were 
loading rice tor T radii j, to sail in a day or two. He 
was informed that 15 or 16 had sailed shortly before 
for that place. 

Haji learnt from a Malay Man at Purlis. named 
Lebby Nga. that a small boat with 4 Malays and a 
Siamese, were dispatched about the time he arrived at, 
Purlis with a letter from the Choni Rat Minta or 
Chief Siamese there for some Siamese man at this 
Island. 

From Kwala Puju he proceeded to Setool. where 
the preceding intelligence of the Rajah of Ligore ’s 
being at Tradnj and expected at Quedah was con- 
firmed. As he was entering Setool river, lie met 7 
large prows with Malay crews proceeding to Tradruj. 
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He observed only one prow remaining at V awjkabtn 
Bntu. the ghaut near which the prows usually anchor. 
He was told that all the other prows had proceeded 
to Tracing ten days before, about from 20 to do 
in number. 

He then went to Linguw, where lie also learnt 
that the Rajah of Ligore was expected to cross over 
from Tradng. there also the Malays were collecting. 
He saw only two prows at I jingo w. of small si/e. he was 
informed that a considerable number from that place 
had gone to Truing. 

Haji next went to Taujong Sit tar some distance on 
this side of Tradng river. He there met with ;> 
Malays, who advised him not to enter the Tradng as 
he would get into difficulty if lie did. they told him 
that many Malay prows had been seized, they reported 
that there were between 1 and oOO prows of all sizes 
at Khontanni. but Haji thinks this is an exaggeration. 
Ho was afraid to proceed on and therefore determined 
on returning. 

The people he met at Tradng Sit tar acquainted 
him that on the 1st of Shawal (i. e. live days hence) 
the Commander in Chief of the fleet. Sai Tag. tin* 
Rajah of Mardelong , who is al-o at Tradng. with 
Ta at a long, the brother of the Rajah of Ligore. were to 
sail with the whole lleet collected, for <Juedah. The 
Rajah of Ligore was to cross over with lileplumts. 

The Messenger heard that there was a very large 
force at 'Tradng. a great number of Siamese had come 
aero" with the Rajah of Ligore. 

Oc the fact of the Rajah of Ligore being at 
Tradng. there appears now to he no doubt and that a 
large licet or boats is collected for .oiiw immediate 
hostile eiiterprize eqtialh certain. Haji reports that 
fsah‘]}g< ire is their avowed destination. 

1 have k'-. 

Timing (Signed) -f. AXDHRSOX 

Tiie lU May 1625. Malay Trailer, to Covt. 



Enclosure 

two. 
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To 

THE HONORABLE 

ROBERT FULLERTON Esquire 

Governor &ca. &ca. &ca. 

Honorable Sir. 

Since writing my report of intelligence brought 
by the Malay man Haji, this morning, I have met with 
a Chooliah Bumboatman of this place, who left Quedah 
vesterdav evening at 5 o’clock. He was interrogated 
by the Master Attendant and myself on landing and 
reports as follows. Two large prows (about 10 or 12 
Covans) well armed and mounting several guns had 
left the Quedah river for Traaug. There were 10 or 12 
more up the river coming down. A large Siamese prow 
or Junk arrived yesterday from Traaug at Quedah and 
was to sail for this Island immediately. He has reason 
to think there are Envoys and letters. The John de 
Brias was seen at or near Traaug. 

This person also reports that the Rajah of Ligore 
was at Traaug and was expected at Quedah shortly, 
that he had heard there were upwards of 300 prows at 
Traaug all new. Salengore was stated to be their 
destination. The Siamese were desirous that the fleet 
should pass through the channel here. 

It will be in your recollection. Honorable Sir, that 
I some time ago mentioned that a letter might be ex- 
pected from the Rajah of Ligore, couched in very civil 
terms, requesting permission for his fleet to pass the 
island and mentioning his intention of attacking 
Salengore. This information was obtained from the 
man named Che Etam. of whose proceedings I have 
already made you acquainted. If such a letter is in 
charge of the persons now expected, it may argue well 
for the correctness of the information derived from 
that pei son. 1 have &ca. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 
1’inang Malay Transr. to Govt. 

The 10 May 1825. 
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CHE TOAH 

enclosure 3. the principal Chinese Merchant of l’inansr. examined 
before the Honorable the Governor, at the Secretary's 
Office, on Thursday, the 5 May 1825. 

He stated that he rents the farms at Hindis and 
other places from the Rajah ot Li gore. A Junk be- 
longing to him arrived from thence a few days ago. 
His Agent wrote to him that the Rajah of Ligore was 
at Traang and was expected in a few days at Purlis on 
his way to Kedah. There was a large force at Traang, 
he was informed by his people who lately arrived, 
upwards of 300 boats, some of them larger than our 3 
Crnizers now here. The Siamese not to be trusted, 
the Rajah of Ligore very ambitious — Siamese always 
commit hostilities by stealth — thinks they have some 
designs upon Hinang, but there is even more danger 
from the low Macao Chinese here, they have had 
meetings near the Rice bazar, a< many as 500 to 1000 
at a time. Achong is the head ot a tribe and attends 
their meetings. The people lie suspects are the 
Chinese Gardeners, briekmakers &r. 

Che Toali is acquainted with Boomi — that man 
has been often at his Godowns. He is a Siamese, not 
a Malaj’. He firmly believes him to be a spy and is 
certainly an Agent of the Rajah of Ligore. The 
Rajah of Ligore has been enticing China Men. the 
Chinamen have knives. 

Che Toah expressed his opinion that it wa< very- 
necessary to take precautions jmt now. the Siames*. 
were very treacherous. 



L 1073 

LEBBY ABDUL KARIM 


a very old Malay man, who has part of his family at 
Quedali and part here, examined by the Translator, 
Friday the G May 1825. 

States that he is the Xackoda of a small prow, 
arrived three days ago from Qnedah. brought o'K) 
Gantons of rice for sale. There are 15 or 1G Siamese 
prows at Quedali preparing to start for Trang : o of 
the prows were quite ready. They are of a large size. 
All the Male population were collecting to go to Trang. 
Great many women collected to beat Paddy — a largo 
supply oi Grain sent to Trang. It is reported the 
Rajah of Sangora is at Trang. The Rajah of bigore 
certainly there. The Siamese say they are coming to 
Pinang in all the month of Ramellow (this is the 17th) 
They say if they do not come now they cannot come 
for a long time as the wind will be foul. The Chotu 
or Prime Minister boasts a great deal, how easy it 
would be. Does not exactly know the object the 
Siamese have in view in desiring to come to Penang. 
He is ready to attend farther examination. 


Ex-Rajah ol Kedah 

communicated with the Translator to Government 
5th May 1825. 

The Rajah had previously mentioned the reports 
he had received of Acliong's proceedings at Li gore. 
He repeated them. He said a Chinaman known by 
the name of Baba Malacca told him Achong had been 
treated with great distinction at Ligore. after being- 
threatened : that he had been acting improperly, that 
the Rajah of Ligore promised to make him Rajah of 
Quedali. Purlis or any place he chose to select after he 
took Penang, that he was to get some Macao China- 
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men to create a disturbance at the same time. Tin* 
Rajah said the number of Chinese so engaged were 
said to be about 1,500. 

The Rajah gave me a letter which 1 retain. It L 
very long and relates to many matters foreign to the 
present enquiry. The writer in one part say.- " Any 
person \\ ho is found sending letters or intelligence to 
‘* Pinang before the Rajah of Ligore arrives at tjuodah 
will be put to death by bis orders." 

Tiie Rajah stated that a prow arrived to-day 
[which ! brought him a report of the Rajah' ot Saugora 
and Mardelong having also come down. 

About an hour after I returned home the Rajah 
sent a confidential Messenger to me to say that the 
celebrated China farmer of the Kwala Muda known by 
the name of Tukcmg Cliukur (who was sent from hence 
in irons to Quedah with a strong letter requiring him 
to be severely punished — being concerned in piracy and 
robbery) had been with him two hours before, that lie 
was then at the house of the head Chinese Merchant 
and was going to sail the same evening or yesterday 
morning. 


CHE ALLAN! : 

a Malay Xackoda, whose boat was observed standing 
into the harbour, yesterday morning, the 5 Instant, 
was met oil landing by the Translator and interrogated. 
He was quite ignorant of the reports that had been 
circulated here and had no communication with any 
person from shore. He reported that he had been on 
a voyage to the Northward, near Junk Ceylon collect- 
ing; Rirds nests. On his way back a few days ago he 
went close to the mouth of the Trang river, he met 
with an old acquaintance of his. a Malay, who told him 
there were upwards of J00 prows in the water at 
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Kontanni and that preparations were going on rapidly. 
He did not hear whether the Rajah of Ligore was there 
or not. That, was all he knew ; he appeared very in- 
different upon the subject. 

ABDUL HAMID. Native Writer, \vlio has been 
7 years the Translator in the Malay Translator's Office, 
examined before Council. 4 May 1825. 

He states that Boomi is well known to be a 
Siamese disguised in Malay clothes, that all Siamese 
arriving at this place are received and entertained by 
him at his house, that he knows a Malay who was the 
bearer of a letter about 8 days ago. given to him by 
Boomi for some person at, lhirlis ill authority there. 
The letter was addressed in the Siamese language. 
There are many other persons who have carried letters 
for him. Boomi is not married, he merely retains a 
prostitute. The house does not belong to Boomi, but 
is the property of that woman. It is very generally 
believed here that Boomi is a spy of the Siamese, in the 
Kmploy of the Rajah of Ligore. 

HA-11, an inhabitant of Purlis. who was inter- 
rogated in the presence of the Honble. the Governor 
on the 3rd May. at the Secretary's ( )ffice, confirmed all 
that is stated in the report of the Malay Translator, as 
being derived from him. 

Huji was the first person who informed against 
Boomi, and first communicated the intelligence to the 
Honorable the Governor. 
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ABDULRAHMAN 


Head Shroff in the Treasury, whose family has long 
resided here, he has been about 8 or 1 <J years in the 
service of Government, has 3 brothers also in the 
Rublie Offices, examined by the Honble. the Governor 
5 Hay 1825. 

He, is acquainted with Che Etam, one of the four 
persons who lately came from Ligore and who remained 
behind ; recollects the Malay Translator telling him it 
was supposed Che Etam was a spy and left behind for 
no good purpose. He prevailed on Che Etam to 
disclose to him the designs of the Rajah of Ligore, he 
held out to him a promise of good employ here and 
reward if he would divulge all he knows. He did so 
and as a pledge of his intention of returning here or 
of sending further intelligence if he is detained on 
duty by the Rajah of Ligore, he left in Abdulraman’s 
hands 200 Dollars. Che Etam stated to him as 
follows — he was present at Ligore about three months 
ago, when the Rajah, late at night, gave his final 
instructions to his Envoys who were last here, lie 
heard him say he was determined to have the Rajah of 
Quedah, that he would never feel secure of possessing 
Quedah till he was removed from Penang; that all 
the friendly overtures, complimentary letters, presents 
of rice &c. were mere stratagems to get him into their 
possession, that the Rajah of Ligore saw it was in 
vain negotiating further in that way, that lie had often 
demanded him and been refused, that he was now 
resolved to take him by force. A clandestine attempt, 
was to be made. 30 prows well armed — full of men 
with a double set of oars to make a dash at nhdit 

C*> * 

seize the King and make off. The boats were filled 
with large Bamboos inside to prevent sinking, if hit 
by shot. If attacked 25 or 2(3 of the prows would 
engage in action, the prow with the King on board 
and 3 or 1 more would pull off with all speed, towards 
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Quedah ; the others would maintain a running fight ; 
when the prow with the Rajah had got well out the 
others were to fly also and escape as well as they 
could. They calculated however upon losing a con- 
siderable number of men in the action. There was 
a large piece of iron like a crow bar or hammer 
( he represented it by shewing the thickness of his arm ) 
with which the Rajah of Quedah s doors were to bo 
wrenched open. 

Abdulraliman stated that the rice vendors in the 
Bazaar told him Achong was concerting with Macao 
Chinese, about 2000 said to be ready to revolt in the 
event of the Siamese coming. 

Che Etam told Abdulraliman that the llajali of 
Ligore had 15 Children, one of his daughters was 
married to the young Chief of Poongha, another to the 
Mardelong Chief. His sons were destined to be Rajahs 
of Quedah. Perak. Salengore. Purlis, Trang. &ca. and 
he would thus have the greater part of the Peninsula 
under the control of his family. 

The informant was ready to depose on oath to 
what lie stated. Begged that his name might not 
appear, people might injure him ; Any person visiting 
Quedah sure to be put to death if suspected of having 
given information. 


Nub-dance ol Enquiry— 5 May 1825. 

The Master Attendant reports that the Master of 
the Brig Sophia had informed him that a great number 
of Prows Junks Ac. were collected at Junk Ceylon. 
That the Siamese had taken possession of Tenasserim 
and carried off a number of the Inhabitants — heard 
this at Mergui. 

Affl , e Comm “" <,el ' States only what heard at Mergui — That numerous 

of the Sophia. J a 

Siamese Prows were at Sea plundering every Vessel, 
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that they belonged to a Siamese Chief Southward ot 
Mergni — That the Siamese had attacked Tena-serim — 
Carried off a number ot Inhabitants — That the Com- 
mander at Mergni had caused them to refund T>0 of 
them — That the conduct of the Siamese was Inutile 
and that a reinforcement had been sent tor — that the 
Shabunder at Mergin' informed him that the Siamese 
were arming many boats ostensibly for Salengore but 
in reality to attack Penang. That while at Quedah 
many boats were building. This in January last. 

Saturday 8th May 1825. 

A Junk belonging to Che Toah arrived from Purlis. 
confirms the report of ot) Prows being equipped, going 
to Traang. The Rajah of Ligore certainly there. It i- 
given out that the fleet is going to Salengore. One of 
the Chinamen of the Junk, brother to Kong Shum. 
wood merchant here, reported that 2 Bengalis named 
Jungle}' anil Xoora had been seized by the Siamese and 
plundered of all their property. The}’ had gone to 
purchase buffaloes. The Siamese said they were spies. 
The informant saw a letter which was received from 
the llajah ot Ligore to the Chom. Immediate]}' on 
reading it. orders were given to collect all the Malay-. 
A second letter also arrived the day before ho left. 

Saturday ofh May 1825. 

Three prows with men. women and children 
arrived at the Master Attendant's Office in the 
afternoon. They left Curb's the day before, tied in 
consequence of the Siamese forcing all the people into 
the Service, all the women to beat paddy, the men to 
serve in the boats : four boats more behind confirm the 
report of 30 prows being ready there, goiiw to Traanc 

[IMPORT ot Mr. Roberts, Commander of the 
hired Schooner -John de Brias, arrived Wednesday 
afternoon 11 May 1825. to the Master Attendant and 
Acting Secretary. 
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Touched at Quedah and delivered the letter. Was 
informed by the Chooliahs and others there that the 
exportation of rice was prohibited. The young Chief 
told him it was not, and to prove it several prows were 
allowed to take in rice for this place. There is no- 
doubt however that it was permitted to be exported 
only in a very small quantity. He next went to 
I’oongali. Did not touch at any of the intermediate 
ports except Pnrlis where he saw 12 or 15 prows. 

Did not go near the Traang river’s mouth. 
Arrived at Quedah yesterday afternoon remained li 
hour. Sailed again at 5 P. M. Saw the Young Chief 
and the Cliom. was informed that the Rajah of Ligore 
was expected in a few days. The Cliom of his own 
accord said •• We have no intention of attacking Pulo 
*■ Penang, if any person tells you so. shew him to me 
*’ and 1 will let you see what 1 will do. We are 
“• great friends with the English." 

Captain R. was told about S days ago. when at 
Quedah that they were going to attack Salengore when 
the Rajah of Ligore arrived. Heard at the same 
time from the Chooliahs at Quedah that there were 
400 prows at Traang : it was believed by these people 
that the armament was destined for Penang. The 
Chooliahs expected the English would attack Quedah. 

All apparently quiet at Quedah. the young Chief 
in fact remarked "Observe we are quite quiet here." 

Captain R. met with no prows and gained no 
other intelligence. The Pya of Poongha and the other 
Chiefs had gone to Siam. He did not see the Siamese 
boat with Envoys from Traang mentioned by Ismael 
Lebby, as having arrived there. 

lie does not think the Siamese would attack this 
place, but he has never been at Traang, Setool or 
Lungow, or seen any of the War prows said to be 
prepared. 
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He says the young Chief told him the object of 
the Rajah’s coining over was to see him and enquired 
if Captain Burney was not Governor of Malacca. 

Captain R. delivered to me two letter*, one from 
the Chief of Quedah and the other from the sou of the 
Pya of Poongha. He made no particular enquiries 
respecting the prows at. Traang &ca., as he had no 
orders to that effect, being merely sent to deliver two 
letters. 

(Signed) -JOHN ANDERSON 
The lltli May 1825. 

THE BOARD entirely concur in the recom- 
mendation of the President, that the precautionary 
measures should not be relaxed. 

ORDERED that t he Papers containing the in- 
formation lately received relative to the preparations 
of the Rajah of Ligore. be senr to the Commanding 
Officer of the Troops for his perusal. 

THE SECRETARY reports, that the following 
letter having passed in circulation and been approved, 
was addressed to the Superintendant of Point Welles- 
ley, directing him to dispatch the hired Schooner 
Commerce to the Northward, for the purpose ot 
collecting intelligence. 


To, 

A. D. MAJXGY E-quire 

Suptdt. of Point Welledey 

To s«pt. of Point In charge of the fleet of observation. 

Wellesley 9 May 

1825. Sir, 

It being considered by the Honble. the Governor 
in Council a very desirable object to ascertain, with as 
little delay as possible, the exact nature, extent and 
probable or avowed destination ol the armament stated 
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to be collected by tlie Rajah of Ligore at Traang, 
Setool, Lingow, Meraket, Purl is and Quedah. I am 
directed by His Honor in Council to desire, that you 
will dispatch the hired Schooner Commerce to the 
Northward, with all haste, to collect information upon 
these important points. 

2. You will give such instructions to the Com- 
mander. as you may consider necessary and proper, 
with advertence to the. line of policy and caution 
prescribed to you in your orders. 

3. It seems to the Honorable the Covernor in 
Council expedient that the Commerce should be 
dispatched in the evening, and that her destination 
should not he made known. The Commander should 
he directed to proceed direct to Traang and ascertain 
if the Rajah of Ligore is at Khontanni as reported. 

4. I am desired therefore to urge the necessity 
of your impressing him with the particular anxiety of 
(iovermnent that he should effect this object by a 
discreet and conciliatory line ot conduct. 

■>. He should be directed to state at Traang that 
tin's (iovermnent. having heard a report of the Rajali of 
Ligore being there, is anxious to ascertain the fact in 
order that an Hnvoy may be sent to him. as agreed upon. 

ti. Cpon his return, it will he the Commander’s 
duty to make enquiries at Setool, Purlis, Quedah and 
the other places where prows are said to lie equipped, 
relative to their number and states of preparation. 

7. Yon will furnish him with an experienced 
Native pilot if procurable, and attach one ot l lie 
Malay prows lately engaged to the Commerce for rhe 
jHirpose of entering the shallow rivers and obtaining 
intelligence. 
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S. It is expected that this duty may be accom- 
plished within tlie present week, and I am desired to 
communicate to you the expectation of Government 
that the utmost expedition may be used on the occasion. 

Should the Commander of the Commerce fall 
in with a fleet of prows exceeding 30 in number 
steering to the Northward in his progress to T rarcm. 
he should return immediately and report to you. 

1 am Ac. 


( Signed 

Cort Cornwallis 
The May 182-\ 


JOHN AX Dfdi SON 
Actg'. Seery. to Govt. 
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THE SEC RETAB Y having taken Notes of the 
Examination before Council on the 4 Instant of 
ACHOXG and BOOMI two suspected persons. 

EXAMINATION of ACHOXG and BOOMI. 

Son of Low Ammee before Council on 


Examination of Achong 
Wednesday 4 May 1825. 

Q. How many boats did you 
understand were prepared at the 
Northward ports of Quedah ? 

Q. What did you understand 
to be the object of their equip- 
ment ? 

Q. Who gave you this in- 
Ibrmation ? 

Q. Did you enquire of the 
Rajah of Tagore himself:' 

Q. How many men fit to bear 
Anns did you sec at hi gore ? 

Q. How are they generally 
armed ? 

Q. Did you see armed men at 
Quedah ? 

Q. You saw the prows at 
Purlis. Describe them. 

Q. When was that ? 

Q. In what way did the Rajah 
of Ligore prevent your going to 
Traang, by force or persuasion ? 

Q. What was the Rajah’s mo- 
tive for preventing your going? 

Q. Did you hear the object of 
this going to Traang then ? 


A. About SOU. all new. viz 
at Purlis 120. at Traang a little 
more than 100. at Quedah 80. 

A. To go to Salengore. 


A. The King of Ligore s Min- 
ister Choo Lee, a Chinaman. 

A. Yes. at first he said no. 
then he acknowledged he, did 
intend doing so. 

A. About 15,000 Siamese be- 
sides about 1000 Chinese and 8000 
Malays. 

A. With Mu>((uets without 
bayonets. 

A. No. nor at Purlis. 

A. They were about *5 or 1 
Coyans burthen each. 

A. In the middle of l’ebry. 
last. 

A. I asked permission to go. 
but lie said no. no you had better 
go the way you came. 

A. Because 1 was informed 
that he was going there himself 
and was sending rice across. 

A. No, 1 did not hear what 
was his object in going to Traang. 
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Q. Did you hear that besides A. Xo, no. I heard that, 

the quantity of rice said to be there was 1000 Men coming from 

coming over, troops were also Sangora to I’urlis to assist i 11 

coming? finishing prows there. When ) 

enquired the motive for sending 
down to Traang rice. I was informed by some of the Rajah of Ligore’s 
people that there was a famine there. 

Q. Did you see anv guns any- A. I saw none at Purlis ex- 

where ? cept. one Wooden one. and only 

two Guns opposite the palace at 
Li gore. 

Q. Did you hear any other A. Yes. going to Bangkok 

reports about these boats going afterwards. There is something 

anywhere else except to Saleng- about that business. The King 

ore ? of Ligore is a relation to the old 

royal family of Bangkok. The 
old King was killed by the present King. The present Rajah of Ligore 
fled from Bangkok on the Massacre of his relative. 

Wisl ting to revenge himself the Rajah is endeavouring to collect 
a large force of Chinese. Siamese. Malays. Bengalis and all sorts 
of people to he in his service but he lias got no money : how can he 
get money enough to supply these people ? He lias taken Ouedah 
and now he wishes to take Salengore. hearing that there is a great 
deal of money there ; He prepared so 'many boats, not to take. 
Salengore but to go against Bangkok. This is the information 1 heard. 


Q. Who gave you this in- 
formation ? 

Q. What force can lie colleet. 
do you think ? 

Q. How many men could lie 
collect altogether to go to Bang- 
kok '? 

Q. What would be the object 
of going to Bangkok ? 

Q. Do you think he is going 
to Salengore ? 


A. Cl loo Lee. 

A. 1 do not, know whether 
t hey will join or not. 

A. I do not think he could 
do so tor a length ot time, five or 
•six years. 

A. To take his revenge for 
the murder of his relation. 

A. He is certainly going 
there. 
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Q. Did lie 'give out that he A. Xo. 

was going there ? 

Q. Did you hear it from his A. Xot from his Siamese 

Minister? "Minister, they would he afraid 

to mention it to me. hut 1 heard 
so from his Chinese Minister 
Choo Lee. 

Here the Translator reminded Achong of what he lnul told him 
on his arrival, that he had been told by the Rajah of Ligore. he was 
about to attack Salengore. and he himself said “ more better, they are 
only a set of pirates. - ’ Achong did not deny this, nor did he deny 
having said. Captain Burney's coming was all a trick, that upon his 
suggesting to the Rajah of Ligore the probable transfer of Tavoy and 
Mergui. he said I want no stolen goods. 

Q. Do you know the man A. I have seen that man be- 

who accompanied you here is in fore at T’urlis he was acting as 
waiting ? Interpreter to Chom the Siamese, 

Chief. I think he is a spy. 

Q. Did he interpret for you A. Yes, lie interpreted for 

at Purlis ? me. 

b>. How long were you at .V. Three days. 

Purlis ? 

Q. And you did not ascertain Y. Xo. 

his name ? 

Q W hat language does he A. Malay and Siamese, 

interpret in ? 

Q. Is he in the service of the A. 1 do not exactly know-but. 

Chom of Purlis ? 1 suppose he is. 

Achong ordered to return in charge of the Constable to town. 

Examination of Boomi, a Siamese, before Council on Wednesday 
the 4 May 1825. 


Q. What is your name ? 


A. Boomi. 
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Q. Is that your Siamese or 
Malay name ? 

Q. What is your nation? 

Q. Where were you born? 

Q. Are you in the service ot' 
any Chief? 

Q. When did you marry ? 

Q. How do you gain a live- 
lihood ? 

Q. Are you in the habit < >f 
going to Purlis and Quedah ? 

< L >. What do you go there tor ? 

Q. Where have you been re- 
siding here ? 

Q. With whom residing? 

(J. Are you acquainted with 
the Chinaman you have ju.-t seen ? 

<2- What was he doing there? 

Q. Were you acquainted at 
Purlis ? 

Q. Where did you reside 
formerly ? 

(}. State tlie ]>laee ? 

Q. When did you leave 

Pun gall ? 


A. When T was at Telibun 
formerly my name was Amin, 
now the Malays call me Sn-;q 
and the Siamese Boomi. 

A. Malay. 

A. At Teliban ( opposite 
Trang ). 

A. No. 1 have lived here two 
years and i have got a Wife. 

A. About 2 years ago. 

A. I have a small prow which 
1 send to Purlis to trade. 

A. It is a long time since I 
was there. It is upwards of (i 
months since 1 went to Purlis. 

A. To purchase rice to eat 
and sell. 

A. In Huttons lane. 

A. With the (foedali people 
who tied. 

A. Not acquainted with him, 
but I have seen him at I’urlb 
before. 

A. I acted as interpreter with 
China Aeliong A the Cliom. 

A. No. 

A. At .1 unk Ceylon. 

A. At I ’ungali ( I ’mwah is on 
the iiKiinj. 

A. About 1(> a^o. 


This person was reeondueted to the police by the Constable. 



[ 121 ] 

FORT CORNWALLIS The 19th May 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 


ncntSj Vol. 101, 
pp. I4H-52. 

Minute by the 
President. 


THE PRESIDENT records the following Minut e 
and enclosures containing farther information relative 
to the Armament preparing by the Rajalx of Ligor at 
the Northern Ports of Quedali. 


THE PRESIDENT. 


1 now lay before the Board the Substance of fur- 
ther information received relative to the Armament 
preparing at Trang and Quedali. The person who 
gave it has been on several occasions in attendance on 
the Envoys who came here some time ago. and lias 
been induced to come forward by the persuasion of 
some of his friends here. The letter is one delivered 
to him for the two Envoys who were lately here, and 
was opened by my direction in hopes of some infor- 
mation being obtained relative to the meditated attack 
on this Island. Altlio' the information contains little 
more than we already possess, as to the immediate 
objects of the armament it serves to shew in a clear 
light the long entertained projects of the Rajah of 
Ligor against this Island and may be depended on so 
tar as to prove the expediency of our being at all times 
on our guard. It moreover shews the necessity of a 
vigilant Police in preventing and cautioning their 
intrigues, to which the open and unrestricted in- 
tercourse with every part of the opposite Coast has 
given rise and to which a certain portion of our 
Population seem to be unhappily addicted. 


The plans said to be in view by the Rajah of 
Ligor are such as would naturally enough present 
themselves under present circumstances. The Siamese 
Chiefs on this part of the Peninsula have for the last 
fifty years been constantly menaced by the Burmese 
and in continual alarm of attack, their whole time. 
Troops and attention have been engaged in means of 



[ 122 ] 


resistance. The occupation of Tavoy and Mergui by a 
British force has released them from their fear on that 
score. It is evident that they consider our troops 
fully engaged by the War and the present period 
appears to them an opportunity not to be lost for 
extending their concjuest over the Peninsula. It 
seems necessary therefore that some decided line of 
policy should be determined on. and as bearing on the 
question a brief reference to past transactions becomes 
necessary. 

This Island was transferred to us by the King of 
Quedah, the King was at that period subject to the 
alternate annoyance from Ava and Siam then strug- 
gling for superiority. It is clear that one of his 
objects in giving us the Island. I may rather say, 
the sole one was to procure for himself a Powerful 
Ally and Protector in the English Government to 
defend him against both ; a defensive alliance forms 
one of the Articles of Cession delivered by the King 
of Quedah to Captain Light. Under those Articles 
the British occupied the Island. After obtaining it 
indeed the defensive Article was disallowed on the 
ground that we ought not to entangle ourselves with the 
Court of Siam, but a large Annual Sum was offered 
and 10,000 Dollars Per Annum alternately accepted. 


No great cordiality seems to have subsisted be- 
tween Quedah and this Island. The King who ceded 
the Island ami his Son and Successor continued to 
labor under the exactions of his neighbour the Siamese 
Chief of Ligor. The cession of the Island to the British 
seems indeed to have brought upon him the increased 
ill will of the Siamese, the more pressed the more 
anxiously he looked for our aid. and the more he felt 
the complete disappointment, for we allowed him to 
be gradually overpowered. He was compelled to 
attack Perak in order to enforce the tender of the 
Boongah Mass by that State, a mark of homage never 
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NOTE. For* the question of right 
of Siam over Quedah see Min- 
utes noted hereunder. 

Mr. Clubley’s Minute 28 August 
1823. Cons. - - - 4 Sept. 

* Mr. Philips Minute no date Do. 
Mr. Clubley’s Minute 16 Septr. 
Cons. ----- 2 Qctr. 1823. 

17] Mr. Philip’s Minute * 27 
Septr. Do. 

It will be seen from the tenor of 
this Minute that 1 concur with Mr. 
Clubley both as to tho right and 
policy of supporting the King. 


before paid and having weakened himself by that; 
attack and incapacitated himself for resistence was in 
his turn attacked by the Rajah of Ligor and driven 
out of his Kingdom. He found refuge in this Island. 

Most of Iiis family were taken and are 
now prisoners and many of his ad- 
herents were put to death. 


We have allowed the Rajah of 
Ligor to assume the Government of 
Quedah. His power, his influence 
his ambition and arrogance are now 
much increased, he has at this mo- 
ment collected a large force professed- 
These Minutes ly to attack Salengore. but it is believed also if a 
wnh thc Records favorable opportunity offers to attack this Island, 
for 1823. Altlio* we allowed the King of Quedah to be driven 
out of his Kingdom we have still sheltered him here. 
By protecting the King after abandoning his kingdom 
we have ensured the lasting animosity of the Rajah of 
Ligor and by- leaving the resources ot his Kingdom at 
his disposal we have promoted his views of gratifying 
it. If the King of Quedah really was a fugitive vassal 
who had failed in his his allegiance, who without 
authority had given away an Island belonging to the 
superior State, it may be questioned whether we bad 
a right to protect him or to hold the Island except 
on the same feudal tenure from the Siamese Empire. 
There are two modes of proceeding — one to consider 
the King as an independent Sovereign and the 
grant of the Island legitimate and to have supported 
that position, the ether to have refused protection 
to the King as a feudal dependent, to have left him 
to seek a residence elsewhere, and to have settled the. 
terms with the King of Siam, in that case the Lord 
Paramount, on which we were to hold the Island. 
One or other of the two, it seems to me, we must now 
pursue. We must either consider the Siamese Chief's 
as undue occupants of Quedah, or acknowledging i ho 
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right, endeavour to make them our friends, and 
that we cannot do while the King of Quedah i* 
established here. The King’s presence here keeps up 
unceasing feelings of hostility, and it is naturally his 
object, as that of his family, to keep us on bad terms 
with the Siamese Authorities. They can never place 
unlimited confidence in us while we protect the King 
within a few Miles of his ancient Kingdom, keeping- 
up a constant intrigue and communication with his 
Malayan Subjects. To have maintained the King as 
an Ally would it appears to me have been the right 
course, supported by every principle of Justice and 
good Policy, but after abandoning that course to keep 
him here with rank and pension attached, is only to 
keep alive animosity and dispute, and to hold out an 
unceasing provocative to attack. In the event of the 
second mode being pursued, that is. in the event of it* 
being determined to relinquish all attempts at hi* 
restoration by Treaty or otherwise a more distant place 
must be found for him. 

The interposition ot the Netherlands Government 
of Malacca and the Treaty made by their Government 
with Perak and Salengore served as a barrier against 
the encroachments of the Siamese on this side of the 
Peninsula. If the Cigor Chief succeeds in subjugating- 
those States completely, over which Siam possesses not 
a vestige of legitimate* supremacy we shall have a 
long line of Coast filled with hostile Grows, always 
on the Watch to take us bv Surprize. A verv 
great increase of our defensive means will be required. 
If they subdue Perak and Salengore they border on 
Malacca, and there is nothing to stop them down to 
Johor. Both Malacca and Singapore will then be 
placed in the state we are in now. Any Commercial 
advantages to he expected from the Peninsula will be 
quite out of the question, the whole access to the 
interior will be shut up and the valuable production* 
of the Peninsula intercepted. 
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The nature and description of our population is 
another source of embarrassment to us and of support 
to our hostile Neighbours. The Chinese are generally 
connected with the Siamese Chiefs. They farm their 
revenue as they do ours, the Rajah of Ligor is himself 
the Son of a China Man. The Chinese are treated 
there with more favor than any other Nation ; they 
pay only half of the established duty at the Siamese 
Ports ; they are no doubt an active and industrious 
race, the most useful settlers we have, but they are 
the most cunning and intriguing. They are here 
under British Administration, let loose from the severe 
laws and control of their own Government, and out of 
nine thousand on this Island, three thousand at least 
are of a very dubious character. They have often been 
suspected, and on a late occasion have been directly 
accused of entering into a league with the Rajah of 
Ligor to rise in case of an attack on the Island. Altlio 
managed with a degree of caution that eludes what 
may be termed Judicial Proof, enough has transpired 
to convince me that an understanding subsists between 
the Rajah of Ligor and some of our principal Chinese 
Inhabitants. That t hey did actually connect themselves 
with Ligor on a former occasion appears clear from 
the Note of the Superintendant of Police attached to 
the Deposition of Shim Yep in the following words : — 

*• When the Rajah of Ligor was at Quedah 2 or 3 years 
ago he carried on a good deal of secret correspondence 
with the Canton or Macao Chinese of the place, got 
numbers of them to go in some Junks he equipped and 
sent them to cruize to the Northward of and about 
Junk Ceylon, where they were reported, and I believe 
with some truth to have committed atrocious Acts 
of Piracy.’’ Siamese are known to he a most treacher- 
ous and deceitful race ; all that we have ever heard 
or read of the cunning and duplicity of the Natives of 
the Continent of India falls far short of the Character 
of the Siamese. Friendly professions form a part 
of their system of warfare, a common preparatory step 
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to throw their victim off his guard, and while unaware 
to destroy him, nor do I entertain the slightest douht 
that any accidental diminution of our force, or even 
its continuance on the same reduced scale on which 
it is at present will ultimately produce an attack trom 
the Rajah of Ligor. 

The establishment, now composed of less than 800 
men. was adapted to a state of things widely different 
from the present. We had then a friendly Malay State 
on our frontier which rather looked to us for protection, 
than contemplated aggression ; while we have now, I 
need not say, a State growing in power which owes its 
growth to our iorbearance, and looks on this Island as 
the only bar to boundless dominion over the whole Pen- 
insula, and we may be assured will never cease, unless 
repressed by strong measures, to look upon our destruc- 
tion as essential to its own objects of aggrandizement. 
Our population is now much increased, but a certain 
portion of it not of a description calculated to add to our 
security, but rather to require encreased vigilance, 
and means of control. When we consider the nature 
ot that portion of our population already described, 
mere fugitives from China, ot unsettled habits, with- 
out families in any way to attach them to the Island, 
connected with the most dangerous of our Neighbours, 
I cannot but view our tenure of this Island as much 
more insecure than has been hitherto supposed. It 
has been the policy of every one of our Indian States- 
men to keep up between them and the more powerful, 
the petty independent States found in existence. 
The Malay States stood to our Settlements in the 
Straits exactly in that relation between us and Siam 
and I am convinced it will be a subject of regret 
every day the more manifest that we allowed the safe 
principle to be laid aside in the case of Quedab. 
Erroneous steps should if possible be retraced and the 
restoration of the King of Quedah by Treaty or 
on the first aggression ofLigore on justifiable grounds. 
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should be the course pursued. It is true that temporary 
measures must now for a time be pursued. We are 
at War with the Burmans, and the Neutrality at least 
of the Siamese is desirable. Excepting in self defence 
it would not be advisable at present to incur the 
risk of rupture by any Act of our own. We should 
assume therefore, such a defensive position as will 
intimidate from attack and be prepared hereafter 
on due provocation to adopt the line of conduct cal- 
culated to place our political interests on a sure 
footing. The whole Malay race are averse to the 
Dominion of the Siamese and every open and avowed 
support offered by the British Government. The 
setting iip of a Malay Government at Qnedah for 
example would ensure the support and co-operation of 
the whole of that Population on the Peninsula. 

The most advisable line of Policy to be observed 
generally in the Malay Peninsula seems to me to be 
that which should have been pursued at Quedah. 
Treaties offensive and defensive should be made with 
the whole of the Petty States of Perak, Salengore, 
-lohore, Pahang. Tranganu and Kelantan. Their 
independence should be maintained so as to exclude 
the Siamese entirely from our proximity. The forma- 
tion of such Treaties cannot justly be considered as 
any interference with the Siamese Government which 
holds over them no legitimate right of superiority. 
Had a Treaty offensive and defensive been made with 
the King of Qnedah it is clear to me, the Siamese 
would not have ventured to attack him, and such 
Treaties with the other States on the Peninsula would 
1 am confident have the effect of preventing aggression; 
there seems indeed to be no other certain mode of 
preventing our coming in contact, with the Siamese afc 
our three Settlements in the Straits. To my judgment 
nothing but the interference of the British Government 
in their behalf can save these States from complete 
subjugation by the Siamese. 
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The supposed advantage of acquiring additional 
Territory on the opposite shore, has it appears on the 
records been often suggested, and such indeed form' 
one of the Articles of Treaty proposed by Mr. Crawfurd. 
It dres not appear to me that such would be desirable 
in Comparison with the restoration of the Malay 
Government ; as a secondary measure indeed, in the 
event of the first Arrangement not being carried into 
effect, it might certainly be highly beneficial in 
keeping the Siamese at a greater distance and pre- 
venting the formation of a large force too near the 
Island. Extension of Territory is certainly not desirable 
in this quarter the [ ? much ] less to us [ as] the com- 
pletion of Treaties of the nature described would estab- 
lish with the Malay States such a degree of influence 
as would ensure all the advantages that would result 
from actual possessions if freedom of Trade and unres- 
tricted intercourse are indeed all that can be required. 

The establishment and discreet exercise of British 
influence over those States must tend materially to the 
amelioration of this Government, the reformation ot 
the People, and the repression of those piratical 
proceedings which arose from the unsettled and lax 
state of administration. The invasion of Quedah by the 
Siamese expelled from their country and converted 
many of the Chiefs of that State into Pirates, and the 
same cause will produce the same effect on every part 
of the Peninsula. In a political and commercial point 
of view, the support of these in independence of Siam 
seems a measure of unquestionable policy ; Considera- 
tions of humanity no less point out the propriety of 
affording our protection to the numberless Inhabitants 
of those extensive Countries rather than submitting 
them for War to the merciless domination of ruthless 
barbarians. 

The Settlements in the Straits were established for 
purposes purely commercial, and political arrangements 
''■ore not probably intended to be carried on thro’ their 
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medium, but it must be recollected, tliat if they 
commercially prosper a great accumulation of valuable 
property must be the result, affording always strong 
temptation for plunder. Our security hitherto has 
mainly consisted in the divided condition of Neigh- 
bouring Governments, no one of which could ever 
hazard an Attack on a British Settlement, but if a 
more powerful State be allowed to overwhelm them 
and concentrate their resources our security must be 
in a great measure destroyed. 

The disposition already evinced by the Siamese 
and at so early a period, to take advantage of their 
relief from Burman Aggression, bears distinctly on the 
question of contemplated cession to that Government 
on the Coast of Tenasserim, and points out the ex- 
pediency of making the restoration of the Malay 
Government at Quedali, the independence of the Malay 
Peninsula, and the Establishment of a strong Military 
Post at Mergui, indispensable accompaniments to such 
cession. Without such it may be a cpiestion for con- 
sideration, whether it would not be more advisable to 
reduce the power of the Burmese in other Quarters 
than where it has proved so useful a Counterpoise to 
the encroaching spirit of the Siamese. The Views of 
that Nation in respect to the Peninsula are too obvious 
to be mistaken, and being satisfied that the cpiestion 
must sooner or later come into discussion, I have 
thought it better to submit at once the observations 
that have occurred to me. I wish it however to be 
understood, that l do so, only for the consideration of 
Superior Authorities : the course of policy recom- 
mended is one of too much importance to be under- 
taken without their deliberation and ultimate sanction. 


President’s 
Minute 4th July 
1816. 

* Letter to the 
Honble. Co*:rt 
8 July 1816. 
Letters 22, 23, 24 
& 25 Cons. 21 
March 1822. 


On perusing the letters noted in the margin it 
appears that the extent of the Military Establishment 
of this Island has already come under discussion ; 
reduction has been contemplated even when the 
number of Troops was less than at present. Consider- 
ing however the nature of our situation, a sense of 
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* These docu- duty compels me to record my conscientious opinion 

•nents have not " 

been copied as that such a torce is, under change ot circumstances* 
they are imma- q U ite inadequate to ensure us against hostile attempts, 
or to command the requisite degree of influence and 
respect with the neighbouring States. 


NOTE. See also Extract from the 
Town Major’s letter to the 
Commanding Officer with reply 
Nos. 2 and 3. Not copied, im- 
material to Siam. 


By the Memorandum ot the Com- 
manding Officer delivered on a late 
occasion (Xo. 1), it does not appear 
that our present disposable force could 


in his opinion do more than defend the Town, leaving 
all the rest of the property of the Island at the Mercy 


of an Enemy. 


NOTE. Less only by the dispatch 
of a Garrison for Malacca and 
the deficiency of 50 Men of the 
Local Corps. The letter from 
Lieut. Coll. O’Halloran of 18 
March 1823. The total con- 
sidered sufficient by the Pre- 
sident is stated at 892. Pri- 
vates, sick included. 

The total of our last return is 
Privates - - - - 912 

Deduct at Malacca 92 

At Rangoon - - 27 


119 

On the Island - 793 


Altlio' the force on the Island is 
not much less than what has hitherto 
been considered sufficient. I confess 
the scale is far too low to meet the 
circumstances of the time. In dis- 
cussing the question of the Military 
Establishment of this Island it must 
be always held in mind. First. That 
we are far removed from the other 
Presidencies from whence alone rein- 
forcements could be drawn. If such 


were required, however imperiously, it is not within 
the verge of possibility that they could reach us within 
three Months of the dispatch of the Application. 
Second, That we cannot here as may be done at the 
other Presidencies on emergencies derive any Military 
aid from our own population. Thirdly, it must be 
recollected that tho’ not so frequent, this Island is 


liable to the same mortal and destructive diseases 
which prevail in the other parts of India ; if the 
number of troops were reduced below the scale barely 
necessary for the relief of the Guards the occurrence of 
tire epidemic Cholera for a Week would be fatal to the 
security of the Island. It must be recollected also 
that a Military force barely adequate to defence in 
case of attack can never ensure and command that 
respect indispensable for the maintenance of the 
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British interests in this quarter, and it will not escape 
the observation of those conversant with India Affairs, 
how far a respectable position by preventing attack 
is calculated to save the expence and inconvenience of 
actual hostility. 

Under all these circumstances the Annexed Me- 
morandum seems to me to contain the scale at which 
the regular Military Establishment for the general 
defence of the Island should be maintained, so as to 
admit of a disposable force of Six hundred Meir ; any 
immediate addition to the regular troops of the Island 
cannot at present be expected, but I propose that 
application be made to the Supreme Government for 
two hundred and fifty recruits to eucrease the strength 
of the Local Corps to that contemplated in the 
Memorandum. 

Situated as we are the Marine Establishment 
must be reckoned as a material part of our defence. I 
find that establishment before the dispatch of the 
Vessels to Rangoon consisted of the local Brig Jessy d 
Guns, the Bombay Cvuizer “Prince ot Wales’’ 12 
Guns. On 1113 ' arrival here the only Armed Vessel 
was the Schooner used as a Police Vessel with 2 Guns. 
The Jessy has since returned, but in a disabled 
state. It is only a more attentive consideration of all 
the circumstances of our situation, that has led me to 
regret the absence of the Bomba}’ Cruizer, as our 
bareness in this respect may have given encouragement 
to these extensive preparations of which we hear so 
much. It is desirable therefore that the original state 
of Marine defence should be restored without loss of 
time, according to the Memorandum annexed 

A Bomba}’ Cruizer of 18 Guns] One of these in the 
A Brig of 14 Guns roads the other eruiz- 

4 Gun Boats of 4 Guns each ) ing off the Island. 
One at the North end, one at the South, one at the 
West side of the Island, the other in the Harbour. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

18th May 1825. 
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PROPOSED FORCE for the Security of the 
ISLAND. 

7 Companies of regular of 12f> each . . .8 to 
5 Companies of Local of 1 Of* each ...50d 

1 Company of Golandauze 100 

European Artillery... GO 

1 GOO Men 


DISTRIBUTION 


Town Lines-Regulars-2 Companies ...240 

Golandauze of* 

In the Fort European Artillery GO 


DETACHMENTS 


Burmah Town-Locals 

dames Town-Ditto 

Western side of the Island Ditto 
Wellesley Province Ditto. . . • ... 
Employed in Armed 4 es.-els 4 


CANTONMENT. 


... 50 
... 50 
... 50 
...100 
... 40 


2!*i> 


Regulars— 5 Companies GOO 

Locals 210 

Golandauze 50 


8 GO 


1500 


18th 3Iay 1825. 
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SUBSTANCE of information derived from Che 
Etam on Sunday the 15 May 1825. 

States that Kombeng a Chencheu Chinaman who 
came here with Boome on his .last return fled im- 
mediately on that person’s apprehension. He was an 
intelligencer of the Rajah of Ligor. Informant knows 
the shop where he used to stay at in Town, near Sheak 
Hussain's in Beach Street, dees not know the Name 
of the Shopkeeper. Kombeng has been long in the 
Rajah of Ligor’s Service. 

Boomi has been employed upwards of two years 
by the Rajah of Ligor. Boomi enticed a Chinaman to 
go to Quedali about 8 Months ago. That man has 
lately arrived from Rangoon. He was sent on to Ligor, 
to give News of the War, from thence forwarded to 
Bangkok. The Rajah gave Boomi a Pending and 3 
Coyans of Rice for this Service. The Rajah of Ligor 
gave the Chinaman line Cloth and sent a present 
of i Coyan of Rice to his father who resides here 
by Kon Aksoon and Naei Neem. 

Not long since Boomi also enticed two Burmahs 
to go to Quedali, who were in like manner forwarded 
to Ligor and the Capital. Informant says he 
understands some Complaints have been made at the 
Police by the relations of these Men. 

When Informant was here some months ago with 
Kon Aksoon and others they endeavoured to entice 
away two of the Crew of the Cochin China Junk 
[which] had arrived a short time previously from 
Tavoy — they gave him Opium and spent about 40 
Dollars in presents to them. The Men engaged to go 
with them, but disappointed them. 

Boomi corresponds with some people in Authority 
at Purl is. His Prow arrived here 4 or 5 days ago 
from thence loaded with rice. 

Rajah of Ligor thinks the English cannot compier 
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Ava, considers all our reports of conquests false, 
abused Informant because he stated what he heard 
here, sent his people here to enquire particularly. 
The observation to one of his Envoys who told him of 
our Conquests was “ tis false, what Conquer a Country 
so populous that their in the Morning 

would form a mountain and their a 

River.” The Rajah was rather surprized however to 
hear of our Men of War, our Numbers were much 
exaggerated to him. 

Informant was present when the Rajah of Ligor 
directed Boomi to go to Pinang and entice 2 Burmahs. 
This was about 5 months ago, the Rajah gave Boomi 
200 Dollars for the purpose. 

Informant was on his way here in the suite of the 
Envoys, Kon Aksoon and Nai Neem, when Achong 
went across to Ligor. He heard that his proceedings 
were very extraordinary. He told the Rajah that the 
objections of taking Salengore did not arise from any 
orders from Europe or Bengal, they were the mere 
wishes of the Government here, which had no authority 
of consequence. He advised him to take Salengore by 
all means ; he said the Penang Government only 
wished to frighten him. the objections here were 
nothing. Achong told him he would not take Penang 
openly by any attack, but by stealth it might be done. 
The Rajah was rather distrustful of Achong, and 
reserved for some time, on one occasion he said “ We 
“■ have not got orders to take Penang, we are to take 
“ Salengore first.” 

The Rajah enquired how many Chinamen there 
were at Penang. Achong said about 7,000, he asked 
how many of them were wealthy, Achong replied about 
•50 — there were about 200 more who were each posses- 
sed of small capitals from 200 to 300 Dollars, the rest 
were all poor labourers and Mechanics. Achong said he 
could get a great number to assist and join the Rajah 
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of Ligor. The Rajah was silent for a time and then 
replied “ this is an after business.” Achong informed 
him we had very few troops here, having sent some 
away with a Cruizer to assist at Rangoon. 

The following is a list of the Prows built and 
equipped at Khintauni. There were built 120 large 
Prows from 4 to 6 Coyans besides a few of a different 
Construction. At Setool 50, at Ligor 19, Purlis 21, 
Quedah 11, all large. Of small Boats there were 
equipped at Setool 18, Lingow 10. Mauket 20, Kubong 
Boyce 20, Purlis 12, Kedah 5, making in all somewhat 
more than 200 of a large size and 100 small. 

Of the above number 50 are filled with 2 sets of 
Oars (24 Oars on a side) to carry from 50 to 80 men 
each. They have 2 Guns at the Bow, each 6 Cubits long 
and 8 long Rantackas and Lelas brass. 150 and 
upwards have one large Gun each, with from 4 to t> 
Rantackas and Lelas (Swivels). The small boats have 
swivels and cany about 20 men each. 

In all the Prows there are Bamboos inside to 
make them buoyant ami they carry their water in long 
joints of Bamboos. 

The Troops assembled at Traang are as nearly as 
Informant can recollect 1,500 Ligoreans, 2000 from 
Mardelong, 1,000 from Tuceatong, 1000 from Singora, 
1000 Siamese and Malays of the Traang district, 100 
Chinese, besides the people from Purlis. Quedah and 
other places. About 7000 men will accompany the 
Rajah of Ligor to Quedah, the ryots will increase the 
number very considerably. 8 Coyans of Rice are 
daily beat and prepared at Quedah for the Armament. 
The Rajah has 100 Elephants with him. 

At Purlis there are two large sheds filled with 
sharp pointed sticks of hard wood to put in the paths, 
they are of this shape * or some thing like it. 

The Rajah has about 4,000 Muskets at Traang, 
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The Rajah has about 4,000 Muskets at Traang. 
part of his men will be armed with them, the rest with 
long swords and Knives, each Man lias a .Sword and 
a Knife. They have no Spears or Pikes w ith them. 

The principal Chiefs at Traang are the Son of the 
Murdelong Rajah ( the father is old and infirm ) 4 
Chiefs from Singora. the Brother of the Rajah of Ligor 
called Pounun or Tounun by others Tautaiong Xai Tap, 
Commander in Chief in conjunction with Chou Pia- 
ban, who is at Quedah and who led on the attack at 
that place. The other Chiefs are Cliom Rong and 
Aluang Tewang of Ligor. also Pakdi Song Kram. 

Before Informant left Quedah the Son of the 
Rajah had received two letters from his father, one 
stating that he would arrive on the 27th Ramdlam, this 
day, and the other that he would reach [there] on the 
7th Shawal. 10 days hence. He directed his Agents who 
were here, a few days ago to remain 4 days and see what 
preparations had been made and going on, also to 
sound the disposition respecting Salengore — desired 
them not to allude to it however publicly, to return to 
Traang with the information, although they said they 
were to wait his arrival at Quedah. Informant has 
been directed to do the same, to ascertain also, if any 
correspondence had passed between the Covernor and 
the Rajah of Salengore upon the subject of the 
meditated attack aud if Government had supplied the 
Chief of Salengore with Arms and Ammunition. 

The Chow Biaban, the Minister at Quedah bv 
way of inducing the Malays to exert themselves in 
the Attack upon Salengore, says " if you want hand- 
some Wives, now is your time.’' 

The Tukang Cliukur or Farmer of Kwala 
Mooda who has been arrested here, was sent to 
purchase 10 Coyans of Sait for the use of the troops 
and collected news. He sent his Prow on and re- 
mained at the House of the head China Merchant here. 
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The Rajah heard of Boomi's seizure ; the son of 
the Rajah said to Informant a few days ago " Boomi 
is seized, perhaps you will be seized too if you go to 
Palo Penang, if you think you can go, but you must 
judge whether it will be advisable. - ’ The Rajah 
directed him to lay out 100 Dollars or so in trying to 
get Boomi out. Informant said the white people do 
not require gold and he did not think he would 
succeed. The Chief said but you will be able to 
get some of the Native Servants to assist you, do 
the best you can.” The Chief is much perplexed 
by this business, but Informant says the Rajali is 
very cunning and has great command of himself. 
He will not appear to notice it. nor will he 
appear to observe the preparations here, he will 
write very civilly. 

Orders were sent to prepare everything at Quedah, 
the Armament would remain only G or 7 days it was 
intended as the Rajah was afraid his people would be 
dispersing and that it would be difficult to keep the 
the Malays together. 

It was the Rajah's intention to have sent, and 
Informant thinks he will still send a letter requesting 
permission for the fleet to pass through this Harbour 
on their wav to Salengore. If refused he will o-o 
outside. When he was told it was likely the Penang 
Government would object to his going to Salengore, 
he said “ what, do they command the sea. the Vessels 
can go outside." 

The invitation to the Rajah of Quedah is only a 
continuation ot the stratagems which he has been 
employing to get that Chief into his possession. He 
lias tried these overtures some time and his patience 
is now nearly exhausted. There is an order from 
the Emperor to bring him to the Capital and he has 
given the Ligor Chief full power over Kedah and all 
the States on this side the Peninsula. If the Rajah 
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of Kedah is got hold of, he will he put in irons and 
kept for life at the Capital. There are now there and 
have been for some years, 3 or 4 Native Chiefs in irons. 

Informant heard the Rajah of Ligor planning an 
attack upon Penang. This was about a year ago. 
There was to be a land and Sea force ; 200 Prows were 
the number collected ; they were to attack at several 
points simultaneously. The largest squadron was to 
land near at Tanjong Tokong (Pulo Teecoos). others 
were to advance to Teluk Ayer Rajah, that is the 
North Beach, a few to the back of the Island and some 
to Soonghi Chian. There were to he 1000 Men in 
the Prows. At the same time 1000 Men were to 
pass over from Kwala Mooda outside the Honble. 
Company's Boundary and come down suddenly upon 
Prye, burn that place, seize all the Boats and come over 
in the confusion by night. All the Attap Houses 
were to be set fire to. The Chinese were expected to 
join, for the sake of plunder. 

It was supposed the Europeans would escape partly 
on board ship and part would take to the Hills, the 
Ships were not intended to be attacked. The Detach- 
ment from the opposite shore were to take the Fort, 
the Rajah had been informed the Seapoys resided at 
a great distance. Parties were therefore to prevent 
their coming into Town while the force from Prye took 
the Fort and ether parties were engaged setting fire 
to the Houses and plundering. 

It was thought that if the Seapoys did get into 
Town they would not be able to distinguish the Siamese 
from other people and would therefore hesitate to attack 
them. This plan was mentioned and deliberated upon 
about the time the Burmah War commenced. The 
Rajah was aware that he could not hold possession 
above 10 or 12 days, as ships would arrive. They were 
however to stay in the Fort and collect the booty and 
ship it on board the Prows. Informant has not heard 
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the Rajah talking of this lately, he has not seen His 
Highness for several months. He has been under his 
Son's orders at Quedah. 

Some Months ago when Informant was at Rigor 
he heard the Rajah say to the Envoys who were sent 
here at that time, in whose hut he was, that if he coulcl 
not get the Rajah of Quedah by fair persuasion and 
stratagem, he would send a few Prows at night, when 
very dark. They were to carry a large Party of Select 
Men, armed with musquets. They were to land at the 
Cocoanut Tope opposite the Church Yard, as there 
were no Houses close to the Beach and the Trees 
favoured concealment. It was not intended to put the 
Seapoys guard to Death ; but to rush upon them sud- 
denly and tie their hands ; parties were to guard the 
Boats while a select few dashed up. broke open the 
Rajah's doors with a hammer prepared for the purpose 
and ran off with him and as many of his Women and 
Valuables as they could seize. 

One plan was, to have Boats intended for the 
•Service out about the Boontings under pretence of 
looking for Pirates to be close at hand to dart in. 
This scheme was one of the first in contemplation, and 
that was the object of the Rajah's signifying to Gover- 
nor Phillips that he intended to send down Prows to 
Cruize near this Island. Mr. P. told him. if more were 
sent at a time than 10 near the Island they would be 
treated as Enemies. 

It was then determined to select a dark night 
when the wind was favourable to dispatch the Prows 
from Quedah at 6 o’clock in the evening, and they were 
expected to reach by 2 o'clock in the morning. The 
Rajah has had several Plans, some times to send many, 
Miinet imes a tew Boats. 

Informant is not certain, but he thinks that if the. 
Rajah observes we are not on our guard, he will 
attack this Island. He has a very imperfect and 
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unfavorable idea of our power, be thinks Siam all 
powerful. The Rajah's idea is that if he attacks 
Salengore now, even against our will, and takes the 
King of Quedah by force, it will be overlooked, as we 
are too busy at present with Ava. and our Ships 
Aca. are employed. 

The Rajah has never had the least expectation of 
the English attacking him. His Correspondents here 
have kept him well informed. Besides Achong told 
him we could not do so without orders from Bengal or 
Europe. He thinks too, we have not the means of 
following him. 

The Rajah intends remaining at Quedah till 
8alengore is taken. He is going to send the Perak 
Chiefs to Salengore and remove the Salengore Chiefs 
to Perak, when he conquers that place, by which he 
thinks his own Chiefs will be better able to preserve 
peace. There will be two Principal Siamese Chiefs at 
each place for a time. If the King of Salengore is 
seized, he will be convoyed to the Capital and put 
in irons. 

The Chow Pya of Ligcr has two legitimate sons 
and six natural sons, besides several daughters, in all 
a family of 15 or 1G. One of his legitimate sons H 
ltajah of Traang, another is at Bangkok, two natural 
sons at Quedah. one at Setool, and the others destined 
to be eventually Rajahs of Perak and Salengore. One 
of the Sons i- going to marry the Daughter of the 
Pya of Poongha. and another, the daughter of the 
Mardelong Rajah (on these two last points my former 
information was accidentally misstated a little ). 

His Highness was well aware that the Governor 
would not accept his invitation to go to Quedah ; it an 
Agent is sent he wishes to ask permission to pass 
through the Harbour to Salengore : he will even to 
gain his point offer to send his Son or some of his 
Chiefs here as a pledge of his good intentions. 
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There is a man named Doolien, alias Wan Abdul- 
rahim, a half cast Hindoo, who went to Quedah a con- 
siderable time ago. when the Rajah was there. This 
Man agreed to seize the King and assist in getting him 
into the Boats, he said he had 40 or 50 Men to assist. 
He received Two hundred Dollars as an Advance, was 
promised a handsome reward. Doolien came here with 
the money. The Rajah offered 100 Dollars to any 
person who would bring him to Quedah, and vowed he 
would put him to death for betraying him. 


Xai Sampau, who was lately here, is another 
Collector of intelligence for the Rajah. 

Informant in conclusion states that he does not 
know what the Rajah of Ligor's present plans are, that 
the Arrangements are to be made and the orders issued 
upon the arrival of the armament at Quedah, that the 
orders will be confided principally to Xai Tap and 
Chom Peabnn. 

Informant has part of his family still at Quedah 
which has induced him to remain in the employ of the 
Rajah of Ligor. He has endeavoured to get his wife 
away, but cannot. He has been alarmed too at the 
apprehension of Boomi and being now looked upon as 
a suspected person himself and knowing that he cannot 
continue his avocations of Intelligence for the Rajah, 
he has resolved to declare all he knows, of which the 
foregoing is the substance. He introduced many 
anecdotes in his Xarrative, tending to shew the 
ambitious and intriguing character of the Ligor Rajah 
These I have not deemed it necessary to insert here. 

Informant proposes returning to Quedah in a few 
days as directed. He has brought a small quantity 
ot Rice for Sale, thinks his apprehension by the Police 
likely to be beneficial and it will avert suspicion of his 
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having given the information, hopes to be able to 
return here shortly with further intelligence. He 
states that he would be put to death instantly, if 
he were suspected ot having given this information. 
He concluded ” my life is in your hand*." 

The above information was given with great 
clearness in the presence of two t'oniidential Malay 
Writers. Informant several times hesitated and re- 
minded me that he had a Wife and Child at Quedah 
and that his life was at stake. 


(Signed) -JOHN AXDEIISOX 

Malay Tr. to Govt. 

PENANG 
15 May 1820. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle* 
merits, Vol. 101, 
pp. 1453-76. 


Minute by Mr. 
Clubfey 19th 
May 1325. 


To be copied 
with the 1823 
documents* 


FORT CORNWALLIS The 19tli May 1825. 


MINUTE by MR. CLUBLEY. 


1 have read the Honorable the President’s Minute 
with much attention and have again considered the 
Malay Translator’s Intelligence, as well as the informa- 
tion he has recently collected from a Malay man named 
Che Etam. 

Whatever doubts there may however be regarding 
the authenticity of Che Etam's information on many 
points, it is certain that there are great preparations 
making by the Rajah of Ligor both by Sea and Land, 
that his Boats have been preparing in the different 
Rivers for the last 3 years not only without our 
knowledge, but with studious precautions against our 
becoming acquainted with their extent, and that they 
are now launched forth, manned and equipped, and 
are ready to start on some hostile project. 

Looking therefore to the certainty of these equip- 
ments, to the intelligence received on the one hand 
that this Island is to be the destination of the 
Armament, and the Rajah of Kedah the object of 
it — and on the other, which I think the more correct, 
that Salengore is the object, I think they cannot 
be viewed with indifference, or without impressing on 
us the conviction that such floating expeditions ought 
not to be permitted to assemble exciting not only 
alarm at this Settlement for the moment, but rendering 
us continually liable to the same result. 

In a Minute which 1 recorded under date the 
16th September 1823 * I deprecated the Siamese 
ascendancy on the Western side of the Malay Peninsula, 
in the expectation that they would thus be enabled to 
establish as they have now done a Naval Force. I 
calculated then on the Employment of such Force 
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against their Birman Enemies ; blit the Effect is the 
same if it is to be directed against British Interests, 
which any invasion of Salengore or other States in the 
Straits of Malacca must necessarily be considered. 

Regarding the general objects of policy which the 
President has discussed at length in his Minute, I beg 
to express my entire concurrence in their justice and 
propriety, and with reference to the Miniutes which I 
had the honor to record on this Question two year* 
ago. I take this opportunity of repeating my decided 
conviction that nothing short of the actual restoration 
of the Malay Government to Kedah, guaranteed by om 
protection, will ever be effectual to secure tlie tran- 
quillity and prosperity of that Country. 

(Signed ) W. A. CL 17 BLEY 

19th May 1S25. 

TEE BOARD unanimously concurs in the neces- 
sity and propriety of continuing a vigilant superinten- 
dence over the movements of the Rajah of Li gore’s 
Armament and of continuing unrelaxed the precau- 
tionary measures already adopted for the safety of this 
Settlement, for the purpose of allaying the apprehen- 
sions of the Native Inhabitants. 



[145] 


THE PRESIDENT lays before the Board the 
following Documents — Nos. 1 to 5. 

RAJAH of LIGOR. 


No. 1. 

Translation 

of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Honble. 
Robert Fullerton Esquire, Governor of Pulo Penang. 

( After Compliments. ) 

May my friend know that with respect to Captain 
Burney’s being sent to consider upon all business, I 
was excessively delighted, for I am very desirous to 
prolong and encrease friendship : I sent a letter by 
China Achong stating that 1 was coming to Quedah to 
be near my friend, in order that intercourse may be 
easy, and that business may be conducted with facility. 
The cause of my delay has been an attack of 
fever and ague, but I am now arrived at Traang and 
am coming to Quedah agreeably to the letter sent by 
China Achong. 

I have heard that some Malays and Chinese have 
been carrying various false intelligence in order to 
excite suspicion in my friend. The Country of Siam 
has long been on friendly terms with the English and 
Commerce has been conducted. The Siamese will buy 
many sorts of English Goods and consider how friend- 
ship may be prolonged and extended, and trade and 
intercourse continue. 

When I sent people before, my friend received 
them with pleasure, and furnished them with a place 
to reside in. I was very happy. If my friend sends 
any person here, he will be received in a proper 
manner agreeably to the rules of friendship. 

When I arrive at Quedah, I will send a letter to 
give notice, and any business that may be wished to 
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be discussed will be finally settled, that a better and 
more friendly understanding than formerly may bo 
promoted. My friend and I have been conducting a 
correspondence, but we have not been personally 
acquainted or conversed together. If we could meet 
and converse, it would be much better, in order that 
friendship and regard might be established, that there 
might be mutual confidence for the time to come. 

If consistent with the customs of the English, to 
come and meet me at Quedah. do my friend come and 
meet me, and form a durable friendship, as herein 
mentioned. If not agreeable to the English customs to 
come, my friend may send a confidential person, in 
order that we may consider the road of friendship and 
amicable intercourse. 

I send my friend a piece of wearing cloth as a 
specimen of Siamese Manufacture, and as a token of 
friendship. 

With respect to this letter which I send and is 
written in Malay as those in future will be, if the 
Malay Writer commits a mistake or writes contrary to 
the customs of the English, or in any other way errs, 
do not let my friend be suspicious. If my friend has 
any doubts upon any parts of my letters, will he send 
me a letter and acquaint me. 

When Koon Aksorn and Solyman have arrived at 
Pulo Penang and delivered this letter, let my friend 
reply to the letter agreeably to the rules of friendship. 

Dated Wednesday 11th Day of the 6th Month 
Year Fowl. 

A true Translation 

(Signed) -JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Penang 

13 May 1825. 
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MEMORANDUM. 

The following remarks on the above letter are 
necessary. 1st. It is written in a particularly con- 
ciliatory style. 2d. From the remarks of the Malay 
Writer, probably making mistakes or writing impro- 
perly, it appears to me pretty certain that His Highness 
has been informed of the impression excited by a 
former letter. It is not difficult to conjecture who his 
Correspondent is, doubtless a Chinese ; 3rd. The 
Envoys when last here, hinted at the probability of the 
Governor’s going to Kedah to meet the Rajah. They 
were plainly and decidedly told that was quite out of 
the question ; the present invitation is therefore given 
without any expectation of its being accepted. A 
letter has also been received from the Son of the Rajah 
addressed to Captain Burney. It is veiy civil ; but 
His Highness had been some time since advised that 
Captain Burney had proceeded to Bengal. 

The intelligence of the confinement of Achong 
and Boomi had reached His Highness’s ears although his 
Agents did nob allude to it. This no doubt prevented 
the letter requesting permission for the fleet to pass 
through this Harbour to attack Salengore from being 
sent at present. 

The Rajah takes no notice of the Honorable the 
Governor’s letter of the 18 February or of the com- 
munications made to the same Envoys who brought 
the present letter, for the purpose of being stated to 
the Rajah. 

The Envoys brought a piece of Silk Cloth with 
Compliments from the Rajah to the Malay Translator 
to Government, and he desired them to say he was 
very anxious to see him, enquired about his family &ca. 
His Highness has, of late been profuse in his Compli- 
ments and presents to the Translator. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 


The 13 May 1825. 
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RAJAH of LIGORE. 


Rajah of Lifioro 
IS May. 


No. 2. 

Translation 

of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Honourable 
Robert Fullerton, Governor of Pulo Penang. 

( After Compliments. ) 

With respect to the English going to attack Ava. 
there has never existed a good understanding between 
Ava and Siam. The Siamese are very glad that the En- 
glish have got hold of the Burmah Countries adjoining 
the Siamese territory, because, as it has become an En- 
glish Country, it will be very convenient to trade with 
facility. I am very anxious to be on very intimate 
terms of friendship with the English, wherefore I am 
about to consider of preparing some things to send to 
the English Chief who is in charge of Changong 
(Rangoon). I therefore enquire of my friend, whether 
my friend thinks this would be advisable. If my 
friend is willing I will send, if not 1 will wait. If 
he is pleased that I should send there, I request 
he will inform me how many great men are at 
Rangoon, and their names. I beg he will write to 
me and let me know, and send me also a Certificate 
which I may forward with my Prow. Every tiling 
relating to this I have mentioned to Koon Aksorn and 
Che Solyman — every circumstance connected there- 
with, and I request my friend will give them a meeting- 
two or three times, in order that they may give certain 
intelligence, so that friendship may be prolonged. 

Dated Wednesday lltli of the Oth Month Year Fowl. 

A True Translation 

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON. 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Penang 

the 13 May 1825. 
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najai) of Ligore RAJAH of EIGORE to the RAJAH of QUEDAH. 

to th« Rajah of 

Kedah. 

No. 3. 

Translation 

of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Rajah of 
Quedah. 

The Rajah of Quedah sent us a letter requesting 
us to intercede with the Emperor for his return to 
Quedah. and reassume his Government. We some 
time ago sent a reply to say we would solicit the 
Emperor to that effect, and whatever reply we should 
receive would be communicated, in order that the 
Rajah of Quedah might be made fully acquainted with 
all circumstances. In consequence of the death of 
my Child the reply has been delayed ; but now the 
Emperor of his favor, has ordered his Minister to direct 
us to come down to Quedah for the purpose of con- 
sulting upon the business of the Rajah of Quedah, and 
settling it ; and if the Rajah of Quedah is disposed to 
place confidence in the Emperor of Siam to make 
arrangements for his returning to Quedah to reside 
there. 

Formerly the Rajah of Quedah said he would wait 
for a reply from the Capital, wherefore we send notice 
to him previously, and when we reach Quedah, we 
will take the subject into consideration. We will 
also consider any wishes expressed by the Rajah of 
Quedah, in order to give effect to the orders which the 
Emperor has of his favor been pleased to send to us, 
to enable the Rajah of Quedah to return to his Country, 
and continue on a friendly footing as formerly. 

Wednesday 11th of the Month Year Fowl. 

3rd. of May 1825. 

A true Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 
Penang Malay Transr. to Govt, 

the 13 : May 1825. 
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There are two Arabic words added at the end of 
the letter signifying •* Attend to or hear these words.” 
My writer gives it as his opinion that this is a caution, 
as lie knows the writer of the letter to have been in 
the Rajah's employ, and friendly to him. 

( Signed ) -J. A. 
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to the Rajah TO THE RAJAH OF LIGORE. 

•of Ligore 12 May 

1825 - ___ 

No. 4. 


Letter 

from the Honorable the Governor to the Rajah of Ligore. 


1 have received my friend’s letters brought by his 
Envoys Kun Aksorn and Solyman. As my friend’s 
Envoys have nothing particular besides to communicate, 
1 have directed them to return forthwith (as they 
represent that my friend was to leave Traang to-day) 
in order that they may convey to me the intelligence 
of my friend’s arrival at Quedah. 


It is very true that reports have been brought to 
me, and apparently not without foundation, that my 
friend has been some time at Traang, equipping an 
Armament, and as he did not send me any communi- 
cation of such being in progress, or of the object and 
destination of it, nor even alludes to it in the letter now 
sent, it is natural that I should regard such prepara- 
tions with suspicion, it being contrary to custom for 
States professing amity to make such preparations 
in the immediate vicinity of a British Port, without 
giving due notice thereof. 


When intelligence reaches me of my friend's 
arrival at Quedah, I will consider about sending an 
Agent to meet him. 


(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 


The 12 May 1825. 

( A True Copy ) 


( Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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Th. son of the THE SON of the RAJAH of LIGORE at QUEDAH. 

Rajah of LigoPo 

at Quedah. 


No. 5. 


Translation 

of a letter from the Raginda Muda, Son of the Rajah 
of Ligore at Quedah, to the Malay Translator to 
Government. 


(After Compliments.) 

The two letters which my friend sent by the 
Commander of the Cruizer have reached me, and L 
understand their contents. I was about to reply to 
the letters more particularly, but the Rajah of Ligore 
is expected here immediately. When he arrives, 1 
will lay these two letters before him, and whatever 
directions he may give on the subject, I will com- 
municate to my friend accordingly, and settle de- 
finitely afterwards. Thursday of the Gth Month, lltli 
Day in the Year Fowl. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 


The 13 May 1825. 

Note. The letters to which the above is a replv 
related to the prohibition at Quedah against the 
Export of Grain, and an attack upon some Malay 
I’rows by Siamese Boats to the Northward. 
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THE SECRETARY reports that the following' 
letter having been circulated and approved by the 
Members of the Board, was addressed to the Right 
Honorable the Governor General in Council, and 
Copies of the above Papers, and the several reports 
and informations relative to the Armament prepared 
by the Rajah of Ligore at Traang and other places, 
were at the same time transmitted to the Supreme 
Government. 

TO THE GOVR. GENERAL IN COUNCIL. 


To the Governor 523. 

General in 

council 14 May Tq the RI GHT HONORABLE 

1 82 5 . 

WILLIAM PITT LORD AMHERST 

Governor General in Council 

ppntrca. Dept. FORT WILLIAM. 


My Lord, 

In our address of the 28 February last, we in- 
formed your Lordship in Council of the preparations 
making at Traang and other Ports by the Rajah of 
Ligore, avowedly for the purpose of attacking Perak 
and Salengore. These preparations have proceeded 
rapidly, and have been carried on to an extent 
apparently beyond their avowed object, and various 
reports having reached us thro’ the Nakodalis of Prows 
and other persons arriving bom those Ports, that this 
Island was the real object of the Armament, we 
deemed it necessary to institute an enquiry on the 
subject. The result of the information is contained 
in the annexed documents. The substance corresponds 
exactly with that submitted by the Resident of Singa- 
pore in November 1823 in respect to a then con- 
templated attack, namely that it was projected in 
communication with certain Chinese Inhabitants of 
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this place, and principally on the present occasion 
with a person of the name of Achong. who was 
employed by Captain Burney on a Message to Ligore. 
The information bearing upon that part of the subject 
will be found in the Enclosures No. -3A. The matter 
has been submitted for the investigation of the 
Magistrates, and would appear to be considered un- 
founded. 


Vis. 

the Commerce 
Schooner 
John de Brias 
& Local Cruixer 
Jessy. 


2. Under existing circumstances, it certainly 
appears improbable that a Siamese Authority would 
meditate an attack on a British Settlement, yet when 
we consider the daring and intriguing character of the 
Rajah of Ligore, the anxiety evinced to get possession 
of the person of the King of Quedali, added to the 
certainty that a very large fleet and force have been 
prepared ; we have not considered it prudent entirely 
to disregard these rumours, and have accordingly 
made the best precautionary arrangements in our 
power by detaining the Felicitas until the return of 
the Hired Brig Minerva, which with the Hired Vessels 
named in the margin, establishes a line cf communica- 
tion from this Island to Quedali. These precautions we 
have deemed the more necessary from the absence of 
any regular Marine force, and considering that the 
Troops on the Island are, by the detachment of 100 
men to Malacca, and the incomplete state of the Local 
Corps, considerably under the usual complement. 


3. We are perfectly aware of the policy of main- 
taining amicable relations with our Siamese neighbours 
as far as possible, but the establishment by a Siamese 
State of a fleet of 300 Prows capable of carrying from 
20 to 50 men each on this side of the Malay Peninsula, 
must place the whole of our Settlements in the Straits 
in some degree of danger ; and we. therefore, submit 
the expediency of materially strengthening the Military 
and Marine Establishments of this Presidency, in 
order that means may eventually be taken in case of 
actual or menaced aggression, to remove the danger 
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inseparable from sneli a force being at large in the 
Straits. 

4. We have the honor to enclose copies of letters 
received from the Rajah of Ligore sent by two Envoys 
on the 12 Instant, but as it did not appear they had 
anj' thing particular to communicate, they were 
dispatched the following day with the reply. A letter 
was also brought to the Ex-King of Quedah, 
inviting him to return to his Government, to which 
under apprehended treachery it does not appear to be 
His Majesty's intention to accede. On the arrival of 
the Ligore Rajah at Quedah. it is our intention to 
depute an Agent to communicate with him, and to 
require explanation as to the object and intention of 
the Armament prepared. 

We have Ac. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 
W. A. CLUBLEY 
1L 1BBETSON 


Fort Cornwallis 
the 11 May 1825. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 19 .May 1825. 


To 

G. SWINTON Esquire 

Seery. to the Govt. 

FORT WILLIAM. 

Sir. 

I have the honor to annex tor the information of 
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council 
copy of a letter which I have this day addressed to the 
Siamese Minister. I have endeavoured to suit the 
language of this communication to the actual cir- 
cumstances of our situation, and trust that in the state- 
ments which I have made, I shall not be considered to 
have overstept the limits of my Authority. With 
respect to the present of the brass ordnance in particu- 
lar, I have been induced to transmit these from being 
confidentially informed that the King of Siam wa- 
particularly anxious to possess them — that we had 
including those lately brought from Bencoolen a num- 
ber of spare brass cannon at the Settlement, but still 
more from a desire of following up the policy of 
supplying the Siamese with fire-arms, and which seem- 
to have been attended with favorable consequences in 
assuring their confidence and exciting them to take 
an active share in the war. 

I have &e. Ac. &c. 

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD 

Resident. 

Singapore 
30 April 1825. 

True Copies 

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD 

Resident, 
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THE LETTER of J. CRAWFURD Esquire* 
Resident of Singapore to His Excellency the Chao 
Pya Prali-Klang Chao Kun Kosa. 

Your Excellency's letters, one of which is dated the 
17th of January, and the other the 18th of February, 
have both reached me in safety. The assurances of 
support and assistance to our Nation in the conduct of 
the war against our common enemy the Barmans, 
which His Majesty has been pleased to make in these 
communications, have been received with the most 
lively satisfaction and I have communicated to the 
Right Honorable the Governor General without loss of 
time, the friendly intentions of His Majesty. The 
Siamese and the English are now acting as one people. 
Their interests are the same, and they will be equal 
gainers by the subjugation of the Burmans. I read 
with pleasure in your Excellency’s letter that you 
are in communication with the Commander in Chief 
of the Rangoon Army who is in the entire confidence 
of the Governor General and who will not fail to 
explain to you all the views and sentiments of His 
Excellency. I beg you to assist him with Elephants, 
with Oxen and other Cattle for Carriage, as well as 
with provisions : for it is these we chiefly require to 
transport our Army to Ummerapoora. Whatever is 
supplied will be paid for according to our custom, and 
any receipt for the same which shall be furnished by 
the Commander in Chief of the Rangoon Army or other 
British Officer under his command will if not sooner 
paid be discharged by me either at this place or at 
Bangkok as may be most agreeable to Your Excellency 
and in Spanish Dollars. 

Besides the Army of Rangoon two other Armies 
have invaded the Burman territories ; one through 
Arraean and the other through Assam, and by accounts 
received from Calcutta, the latter had captured Rung- 
pore, the Chief City of the Country of Assam on the 
17 February. 
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By the last account* from Rangoon 1 hear with 
pleasure that the deputies of the Mon nation living- 
under the protection of Siam had waited upon the 
General commanding the Rangoon Army, offering 
assistance and stating that they did -o hy command of 
the King, and in token of his friendship. 

I have received Picul* of Sugar as a pre- 

sent, and beg now to forward to Hi- Majesty two bra'* 
cannon being 12 pounder pieces, such as the Knglish 
use in the field, with a pair of Mirrors. These arc 
present* from the Governor General to hi* Majesty. 
I beg also to send lor yourself a pair of Mirrors, a 
Cashmere shawl and dl string* of coral as a mark of 
friendship. 

(Signed) •). CRAWFUllD. 

Resident. 


Singapore 
obth April 182b. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 19 May 1S25. 


To GEORGE SW1XT0N Esquire 

Secry. to the (Government 

FORT WILLIAM. 


Sir, 

1 have the honor to transmit for the information 
of the Right Honorable the Governor General in 
Council translation of a letter received from the 
Siamese Minister on the 10 Instant by the Ship 
Caroline and along with it copy of a letter from 
Mr. Gillies. Jn reference to these documents, I do not 
hesitate to submit to the Right Honorable the 
Governor General in Council that under all the cir- 
cumstances of our present situation in relation to the 
Court of Siam. 1 am disposed entirely to rely on the 
assurances now given of co-operation and assistance. 
1 propose in a few days to address the Siamese 
Minister and to take additional measures for confirming 
and strengthening the confidence and good disposition 
at present evinced by the Government of Siam, 


The three English vessels which lately visited 
Bangkok have all quitted the place, leaving, however, 
Mr. Gillies and another English Merchant therewith 
a large stock of goods. This step which has been 
taken with the entire assent of the Siamese Govern- 
ment appears to me to be well calculated to inspire 
the Siamese with just views of the friendly senti- 
ments which we entertain in regard to them. 

It will be perceived by the letter of Mr. Gillies 
that a considerable present has been made on the part 
of the King of Siam in return for the fire-arms pre- 
sented in the name of the Right Honorable the Gov- 
ernor General in Council in the Month of October last. 
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These presents have been sold and the proceeds, about 
<>000 iSpanish Dollars, carried to the public account, 
so that the whole charge to the Government will not 
exceed 3.500 Spanish Dollars. 

[ have &e., kc.. Ac. 

(Signed) -I. CRAW IT ED. 

Resident. 


Singapore 
2(> April ls25. 
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THE LETTER of CHAO PIA PRAH-KLANG 
first Minister to HIS MAJESTY the KING of SIAM to 
JOHN CRAWFURD Esquire, Resident of Singapore. 

Your letter has been received wherein you mention 
that the English are at War with the Burmans, that 
Rangoon is captured, that the Burmans attacked the 
English at Rangoon but were defeated, that the Eng- 
lish had taken Cheduba. Ramree, and Negrais. that 
Troops were sent to Martaban, Mergui and Tavoy, that 
the English Commanders are well aware that we 
intend to aid the English, and that the Governor 
General having sent to you 1,000 Muskets for His 
Majesty, you have sent them by Mr. Gillies, along 
with a gold watch and six Catties of Coral. 

One of your letters states that if we would help 
your nation against the Burmans. they would be 
obliged to us. and I have written to you before on the 
subject. 

The Siamese and English have been for a lone- 
time great friends with each other and Commerce 
seems to increase daily, but the Burmans are. and 
always have been our great enemies. Formerly we 
used to send Chao Pia Maha Yotha the Pegnan General 
with Troops to the northern provinces to be on the 
look out. and to seize all the Burmans that might fall 
into his hand. But as we now know that the English 
are at war with them, we have sent him with a larger 
force to protect our northern frontier. His Majesty 
has further commanded to be levied more Troops and 
to send them towards the upper provinces. When 
Chao Pia Maha I otha reached Martaban lie found the 
place was conquered by the English, so he remains 
there. 1 have sent a person to Chao Pia Maha Yotha 
with a letter to the British Commander at Rangoon 
but have not received an answer. The people of Pegue 
and Tavoy that were here, have all gone back to those 
places as they heard that they were under the English. 
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Our scouts are all on the alert and they are trying to 
get every information in order to distract the Bui-mans. 
All those that wish to go back the King permits to do 
so. and provides them with money, clothes Ac., as well 
as with an escort that they might reach their Country 
in safety. 

I beg to acknowledge a gold watch and six catties 
of coral, and 1000 Muskets from the Covernor Ceneral 
to His Majesty. In return we send you by the 
Caroline 1 000 piculs of Sugar for the Covernor Ceneral, 
and 80 piculs to yourself as a token of friendship. 

Si-Yuthia 

IS IVby. 1825. 


A True translation 

(Signed) J. CRAWFUHD 
Resident. 
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Bang-kok, Siam, March 1825. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Esquire. 

My clear Sir, 

1 had the pleasure to address you the 16th 
January per Shannon, acquainting you of the safe 
arrival and due delivery of all your presents for the 
King of Siam and Prali-Klang brought by [ the ] 
Caroline to which I beg to refer you. 

I now beg leave to wait upon you with Bill of 
Lading of 1088 Bags of Sugar received from the said 
King in return for your presents and shipped per 
Caroline, [Capt.] Johnson, to your address, weighing 
1080 Piculs as per particulars herewith, 1000 of which 
for account of the muskets and 80 for the coral and 
(fold watch, all valued at 11£ Ticals per pecul. 

I beg also to enclose an account of the expenses 
on the same, amounting to 423 Tcs. for which I have 
taken the liberty to value on you in favor of Messrs. 
Morgan Hunter & Co. in 8 2 GO — say two hundred sixty 
Spanish Dollars exchange at 614 cents per tical which 
please honor. The same pains having been taken to 
select this sugar of good quality, as with that more 
immediately under my charge, I hope it will give 
satisfaction, an average muster of which herewith. 

Of the progress of the war we hear nothing which 
can be relied upon. On this subject there are occa- 
sional reports, and generally to the disadvantage of 
the English, such as the Army being blown up, part 
of it taken prisoners, and sent back dreadfully dis- 
figured. and others burnt to death, and of its being 
completely surrounded in Rangoon without any chance 
of escaping ; all which are firmly believed here, and 
are considered conclusive of the result of the war. 

On the 1st February there were two letters 
received here dated Tavoy 16 December and 18 
January, signed Alexander Balmain, the first addressed. 
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to the Government of Siam apprising them that 
certain districts which were lately taken from the 
Burmans are now under the protection of the Cnglish 
and desiring them not to take any more Prisoners 
from these places, and requesting the immediate 
release of 107 persons already taken under the pro- 
tection of the British flag, and in violation of the 
friendship existing between the two Countries : the 
latter acknowledging the receipt of one man with 
a flag from a party of Siamese. These letters not 
being correctly translated at first put the great people 
here in some fear but soon recovered on the contents 
of them being correctly stated to them. The J’rali- 
Klang after communicating the above intelligence to 
me, said* that these prisoners were taken by mistake 
not knowing that the place was in possession of the 
English, which would be avoided in future. He said 
that the King had given express directions to the 
King of Ligore and others, to furnish the English with 
Boats and every other necessary they might require to 
prosecute the war up the country, and asked me if 
they would accept of them. I answered that I thought 
they would, and be much obliged to the King for 
them. He also asked me if they, the Government of 
tSiam. could send a letter to the General Commanding 
the Army at Bangoon. 1 answered in the affirmative, 
and offered to give them a letter of introduction to 
him if they would inform me of the nature of their 
dispatch, but to tliis no answer was returned. 


1 am told that a letter to the following import has 
been written by His Majesty to Burma. " It is true 
ne have long been at variance, but let us now forget 
all past injuries and join to oppose the great enemy : 
he is already in your Country, and \ve know that if he 
overcomes you. he will next take care of us, whether 
we remain his friends or not." It is also said that 
they have written a similar letter to the Commander in 
Chief of the English against the Burmans. These 
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reports I give you as I hear them but what credit 
may be due to them, I leave it to your judgment. 

Within the last few days I have been informed 
that an expedition was sent from hence lately for the 
purpose of attacking Salengore and Pera, in conjunc- 
tion with the King of Ligore. 

We are very anxious here to know something of 
what is going on at the seat of war and not less so for 
its speed} - and favorable termination. Any inaccuracies 
which may be found in this epistle I beg you will have 
the goodness to excuse. 

I am with much respect 

My Dear Sir Ac. 

( Signed ) JOHX GILLIES 

P.S. Since writing the preceding I have seen a pass 
given by Colonel Waterman to a Burman Family to 
protect them, but have notwithstanding been made 
prisoners and brought here. 

( Signed ) JOHX GILLIES 
March 17th 1825. 

I have heard it reported that accounts are this 
instant received of the Capture of Amarapura. which I 
hope will turn out true and upon which I beg to con- 
gratulate you. Remaining always 

My Dear Sir Ac. 

(Signed) JOHX GILLIES. 

( True Copies ) 

( Signed ) J. CRAWFURD Resident. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 24 May 1825. 


Factory 
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AT A SPECIAL COUNCIL— Present 
THE HONORABLE ROBERT FULLERTON 


G overnor — President 

WILLIAM ARMSTRONN G CLUBLEY Esquire 

and 


ROBERT IBBETSON Esquire. 

Approved the Proceedings of the 19th Instant. 
PUBLIC . 

IN CONSEQUENCE of the receipt of reports 
from the Superintendant of Point Wellesley, in charge 
of the Squadron of Observation to the northward ; and 
of the Arrival of Envoys with letters from the Rajah ot~ 
Ligore, this SPECIAL COUNCIL was called for the 
purpose of deliberating upon the further measures 
necessary to be adopted. 

READ the following letter from the Superinten- 
dant of Point Wellesley, transmitting a report from the 
Commander of the Hired Schooner Commerce. 



Swpcrintendant 
of Point Welles- 
ley In charge of 
the squadron of 
observation 22 
May 1825. 
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SUIT. OF POINT WELLESLEY 


To 

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

I lost no time in transmitting for the information 
of the Honorable the Governor in Council, the accom- 
panying letter from Captain Roberts, of the Hired 
Schooner Commerce. The 100 Prahus alluded to in 
his letter are said to be at a short distance to the 
Northward of Purlis : I am now proceeding towards 
that quarter, and it shall be my duty to see than into 
Quedali River. 

1 have &c. Ac. 

(Signed) A. D. MAINGY 

Supt. of Point Wellesley 

H. C. Brig Jessy 
May the 2 2d 
3 A.M. 





[ 166 ] 


Enoloswre in 
letter from the 
Supt. of Point 
Wellesley. 


To A. D. MAINGY Esquire 

Superinteiulant of Point Wellesley 


Ac. Ac. Ac. 


Sir. 

I have the honor to inform you that we anchored 
off Trang River late last evening after a tedious 
passage of 0 days, occa-ioned from our experiencing 
nothing but light airs and calms the whole time, and 
at day light this morning perceived about two hundred 
Siamese Boats, capable of containing from 80 to 90 
men each at an anchor in a direct line off the Alouth 
of the River. At 9 AAI. three Guns were fired 
successively from one of the Boats, upon which the 
whole of them made sail to the Southward. 

Supposing the object on which I was sent fully 
ace mplished, weighed and made sail, with an inten- 
tion of returning to you. to report the same with all 
possible dispatch. 

At 11 A.M. we were boarded by a Siamese Boat 
having 5 head men on board who were very friendly, 
and wished me to write and mention that the Rajah of 
Ligore had been down at Trang about 10 days, but 
that lie this morning had embarked for Quedah, hav- 
ing with him. as stated by them, only one hundred 
Prows, large and small. They expressed themselves 
as coming from the Rajah, and the great friendship 
entertained by His Highness for the English, and 
not to credit a report which had come to their know- 
ledge of their intending an attack upon Penang; they 
also mentioned the Rajah's intention of touching at all 
the Ports between this and Quedah. They mentioned 
as a great wish of the Rajah's that the Honorable the 
Governor should be made acquainted of His Highness 
being at Quedah. 
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I send this by the Prow attached to the Schooner 
for greater dispatch, being confident of her reaching’ 
you some days previous to us. should we experience 
the same weather as we have hitherto. 

I am &e. &c. 

(Signed) H. H. ROBERTS 
Commander of H. C. Hired 

Schooner Commerce. 


H. C. Schooner Commerce 
l’ulo Telibon E. | N. 

Wednesday 18th May 1825. 

UPON WHICH The Rouble, the President re- 
cords the following Memorandum. 
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MEMORANDUM by the PRESIDENT. 


Memorandum by 
the President 
23 May 1825. 

Having received a report from the Commander of 
the Schooner Commerce, announcing that he had seen 
200 Prows coming out of Trang River, and that ho 
had ascertained that 100 more had accompanied the 
Rajah of Ligore from that place for Quedah, 1 now 
submit to the Board the outline of the measures 1 
propose to pursue. Mr. Maingy will proceed to 
Quedah and deliver the letter already prepared, re- 
monstrating in the first instance, against the attack on 
Salengore ; demanding explanation in respect to the 
Armament prepared ; and distinctly announcing that 
it cannot be allowed to approach this Island. On Mr. 
Maingy leaving Quedah. he will give the requisite 
instructions to the persons Commanding the Armed 
Vessels. The Minerva having arrived will be added 
to the number, and every means taken to make them 
as strong as possible. Should the fleet remain at 
Quedah it must be obvious the constant danger of 
attack will prove harrassing to our Troops, and may at 
last affect the security of the Island. 

Should the Rajah delay the distinct manifestation 
of his object, it will be necessary as a measure of self 
defence to concert with the Commanding Officer the 
best mode of attacking the Prows, and if possible, 
disabling them, for the present at least, from the 
power of doing further mischief. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

23d May 1825. 

THE SECRETARY reports that the necessary 
orders vere issued in conformity to the above Memo- 
randum ; to the Master Attendant to prepare and 
dispatch the H. C. Hired Brig Minerva to the entrance 
of the Harbour, and to tlm Storekeeper to diip 10 
days Provisions and Water on board that Vessel for 
210 Native Soldiers, halfMusselmans and half Hindoos ; 
also for 10 European Artillery men, to be hereafter 
distributed amongst the several Vessels if required. 
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SUIT, of POINT WELLESLEY. 


Supt. of Point 
Wellesley, in 
charge of the 
Squadron of 
observation— 22 rp 
May 1825. ’ 

-JOHN ANDEllSON Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Oovernment. 

Sir, 

I had this morning the honor to transmit to you, 
for the information of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council, a dispatch from Captain Roberts, the Com- 
mander of the Hired Schooner Commerce, dated off 
Trang. the 18th instant. The Commerce has juofc 
joined the Honble. Company’s Brig Jessy, and 1 now- 
forward a copy of Captain Roberts's letter, lest any 
accident or detention should have attended the Prow 
by which the original was sent. 

I have not been able to collect any additional in- 
foi mation from Captain Roberts : he, however, assures 
me, that the number of Prows seen by him off Trang 
must have amounted to two hundred, that they all 
appeared large, many of them about the size of the 
Commerce. 

The Rajah of Li gore's object for touching at the> 
different places between Trang and Quedah. is. to 
collect such Prows as are already equipped at these 
Ports. 

Under the uncertainty, therefore, of what the 
Rajah’s intentions may be. and the strong Armament ho 
is bringing with him, 1 have deemed it most advisable 
to stand to the Southward with the Honble. Company’s 
Brig Jessy, the two Hired Schooners and Row Boat. 
It is not my intention to proceed beyond Purlis, but 
to cruize in that quarter until we fall in with the 
Siamese fleet, which we are very certain of doing ; 
it shall then be my object to attend to all their 
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movements and in the event of their proceedm,; 
further to the Southward than Quedali, I shall not fail 
to afford the Honorable the tiovernor in Council 
the earliest information of such heiny the ca-e, 
but strictly attend to the orders conveyed in your 
tetter of the 3d. Stay. 

t have Ac. Are. Ac. 

(Signed) A. 1>. MAtXCV 

»Su[>t. of Point Wellesle". 

H. C. B lie Jessy 
May the 22d 182M 



SuMrinUndant 
•f Point Wallet* 
ley in charge of 
the Squadron 
of observation 
23 May 1820. 
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SUPT. of POINT WELLESLEY. 


To. 

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir. 

My letters of yesterday will have made the Honor- 
able the Governor in Council acquainted with the 
departure of the Siamese Fleet from Trang. and of its 
approach towards Quedali. I have now the honor to 
report, that at least 100 Prows belonging to the Rajah 
of Ligore yesterday entered Quedali River, 79 of them 
were seen by the Commander of the Hired Schooner 
" John de Brias " — and we reckoned fourteen more of 
them. The size of those we had an opportunity of 
judging of might be from 15 to 20 Tons, and 1 
am given to understand they are mostly about this 
measurement. 

Having stood clo>e towards the Town of Quedali. 
and the wind becoming light, the Squadron came to 
an anchor, and shortly afterwards we were boarded by 
a large. Siamese Boat containing some principal 
Siamese : One of them Chum Cha Pulo Pak stated 
that he had been sent by the Rajah of Ligore, who had 
that morning arrived at Quedali, to ascertain the 
cause of our visit, and whether we had been sent by 
the Governor of Penang. Captain Poynton in reply, 
informed them that he w r as cruizing in search of 
Pirates, and that having heard of the Rajah’s arrival at 
Quedali, he was anxious to pay him a visit. 

A great deal of general conversation took place, 
which principally had reference to the progress of the 
W ar against the Burinalis. The Siamese enquired very 
minutely of Captain Poynton respecting what he had 
seen and done when at Rangoon. They were also 
anxious to know what had taken Captain Burney to 
Calcutta, and mentioned that the Rajah regretted his 
absence. 
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W e now alluded to the object of the Rajah's visit 
to Quedah. and of his bringing so large a force with 
him ; to this Chum Cha Pulo Pak replied that it 
was usual for such great men as the Rajah of 1 ago re 
to be attended with many followers, and that he and 
every one else were ignorant what might be the 
Rajah's future intentions, as they were as yet un- 
known. After having made this remark, he im- 
mediately observed that there were a number ot wicked 
and bad people who spread false leports regarding the 
Rajah of Li gore, and that the Rajah's object for coming 
to Quedah was to obtain, if possible, a meeting with 
the Governor of Penang, or with one of the Governor's 
Confidential Agents, in order to arrange some matters 
regarding the trade between Penang and Quedah. and 
to assure the Governor ot his great esteem and regard 
for him, and that after having done this, the Rajah 
would return to Ligore. 

Captain Poynton then stated that he would wait 
upon the Rajah the following morning and that Mr* 
Maingy who was on board the vessel in search of health 
and amusement, would accompany him. A wish was 
expressed by the Siamese that the Commanders of the 
different Vessels should attend, but this invitation was 
politely declined. 

I trust that my landing at Quedah will meet with 
the approval of the Honorable the Governor in Council, 
my visit will most probably be attended with some 
advantage : 1 shall at least be able to form a correct 
idea of the strength of the Armament now in Quedah 
River, and possibly discover its future destination. 

1 have Ac. Ac. Ac. 

(Signed) A, TV MAINGY 

Supt. of Point Wellesley 

H. C. Brig Jessy 

Quedah Roads 

May the 2-3d. 7 A.M. 
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Supt. of Point 
Wellesley in 
charge of the 
squadron of 
observation 
24 May 1825. 


SUPT. of POINT WELLESLEY. 


To 

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government 
Sir, 


W ith reference to my letter of yesterday 1 have 
now the honor to report for the information of the 
Honorable the Governor in Council that Captain 
l’oynton and myself landed at Quedah yesterday 
morning at about if o'clock, and that we were received 
on quitting our Boat with much apparent ceremony 
and attention by several of the principal Siamese, with 
a large retinue of followers all dressed in Red Jackets, 
who escorted us into the Fort, where we found the 
Rajah of Ligore prepared to meet us. His Highness 
at once recognized Captain l’oynton and expressed great 
satisfaction at his having come on shore to visit him. 


The conversation was at first very much con- 
strained and confined to some commonplace observa- 
tions, but upon the Rajah perceiving that we were 
quite disposed to couverse as friends, that we had not 
come to him as Agents from the Governor of Penang, 
but merely with an intention of paying him a com- 
plimentary visit, he laid aside all his reserve, and 
requested us to seat ourselves close to him. His 
enquiries were most particular respecting the progress 
of the War against the Burmahs. and he took particu- 
lar pains to assure us that it was a source of the 
greatest satisfaction to the Siamese that the British 
Government had been able to punish so insolent and 
arrogant a Monarch as the King of Ava, who had al- 
ways been an Enemy of the Siamese, and with whom 
it was impossible to live on friendly terms. 


The Rajalx made Captain Poyntou describe to him 
a great many times, the mode of attack adopted by 
the British Army in taking the Burmah Forts, and 
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evinced not only some surprize, but something almost 
amounting to mortification, that Captain I’oyntou 
should express himself with so much contempt re- 
garding a Nation, that had so frequently overcome the 
Siamese Armies. 

The Rajah was most anxious to know what had 
become of Captain Burney, and expressed great regret 
that he had not had an opportunity of seeing him. 
as he entertained the greatest esteem for that officer : 
but he stated that when he received Captain Burney'* 
letter from Traang. he was in the deepest distre** 
on account of the loss of one of his Children, and 
that had Captain Burney called at Traang on hi* 
return from Bungah. he would have found Elephant* 
and an Escort waiting to convey him to Ligore. 
I then acquainted His Highness that I was a very 
intimate friend of Captain Burney's, that I had alway* 
understood His Highness had been unwilling to allow 
that Officer to proceed to Ligore, and that the letter.* 
His Highness had addressed to the Honorable the 
Governor stated that he would give Captain Burney a 
meeting at Quedah only. His Highness said this was 
very true, but that he had nevertheless sent Elephants 
and an Escort to Traang for Captain Burney, and 
further stated that when that Gentleman returned 
from Calcutta, if the Governor should be desirous of 
sending him to Bangkok, he would be most happy 
to sret him conveved there, which would be attended 

o * 

with no difficulty. 

His Highness expressed great apprehension that 
the false and idle reports which he well knew were 
circulated in Penang by his enemies, and by the timid 
C'huliahs and Malays might tend to prevent the Honor- 
able the Governor from considering him as his friend, 
and from placing confidence in his assurances ; he also 
added he was aware it was supposed he intended to 
attack Penang ; that such an idea was absurd. In the 
-first place, he had no force equal to make such an 
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attempt, and he was not so ignorant as to be unac- 
quainted with our great superiority, an observation 
Captain Poynton confirmed by describing how easily 
the largest Birmah War Boats were destroyed at 
Rangoon, and which were in every respect better 
manned and equipped than the Prows belonging to 
His Highness : besides, His Highness stated that he 
had received from the King of Siam, who had sent one 
of his principal men to accompany him. and who was 
then seated on the Rajah’s left hand, the most positive 
and strict orders to be most guarded in bis conduct 
towards the British Government, and to avoid by 
every means in his power giving the Government of 
Penang any cause for complaint, lest it should tend to 
interrupt the friendship and good understanding that 
now so happily subsisted between the British and 
Siamese. His Highness particularly requested me to 
assure the Governor that he should ever find his con- 
duct towards him most friendly and sincere : and on 
my assuring His Highness that I would do so. 

1 remarked that the Governor of Penang would most 
probably ask me several questions which as yet I was 
unable to answer, and would therefore take the liberty 
of putting them to him. The first was the object of 
his visit to Quedali. In reply to this, he declared, 
that his only motive for coming there was in the 
hopes of seeing the Governor, but. as he found this, 
from what 1 had mentioned to him to be impracticable, 
he woidd hereafter ask' the Governor to send a con- 
fidential Agent to meet him, but that, at present, he 
was not anxious that one should be sent, as lie was 
likely to make some stay at Quedali, and that when he 
conveyed such a request, he was desirous that I 
should be employed on the occasion, and that no one 
else should be deputed. My second question was the 
cause of His Highness bringing so great a number 
of Prows with him. In reply. His Highness stated, 
that he required a large fleet to protect his line of 
Coast, and that many of the Prows were constructed 
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before the English went to war with the Birmahs, 
when a strong force was required to guard Junk Ceylon. 

1 observed, that these precautions were no longer 
necessary, which he admitted, but replied that it was 
an established custom with great Chiefs, not to move 
without a large retinue. I however remarked that so 
large an assemblage of Prows in the immediate 
neighbourhood of a British Settlement would mo-t 
probably call for explanation, that unless the explana- 
tion given proved satisfactory that cordiality which 
His Highness professed himself so de.' irons of main- 
taining with the English might be interrupted. Upon 
this His Highness renewed his former protestations 
and declared that I was at perfect liberty to inspect bis 
l-'ort, and examine bis Fleet, and several times repeated 
that I might assure the Cover nor of Penang, so 
desirous was His Highness of continuing on the most 
friendly terms with him, that none of his Prows should 
ever proceed to the Southward of Quedali, without his 
previously apprizing the Governor of the number that 
were about to be sent, and of the purport of their 
voyage : His Hi glmess also added, that whenever he 
might have occasion to dispatch two or three Prows 
to purchase Merchandize at Penang, he would even 
then not fail to communicate his intention. As this 
declaration appeared to me to be of considerable 
importance, I repeated li is own words and requested 
His Highness to state whether 1 understood him 
correctly : he rep'ied that 1 did. and that such a line of 
conduct was the strongest proof he could evince of his 
friendly disposition towards the ( lovermnent ot Penang. 

I took an opportunity of informing His Highness 
that the British Government had taken possession of 
Malacca and its Dependencies, and that amongst other 
reports that had reached Penang, it was said that the 
Armament His Highness had lately collected was 
destined to attack Salengore : this observation was 
purposely allowed to pass unnoticed and as my visit 
was merely complimentary, 1 was unwilling to repeat it. 
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Having now been with the Rajah of Ligore up- 
wards of four hours, we took our departure, and 
availed ourselves of the permission he had granted 
us to visit his fleet ; we rowed upwards of a mile up the 
River and reekoned no less than 106 large Armed 
Rrows afloat, besides 12 of a smaller size, and there 
were 8 hauled on shore, but not ready for Sea. The 
Prows are mostly about 20 Tons burthen, have a 
strong stockade built in their Bows and all cany a 
long nine or twelve pounder, and some few were 
provided with Rantacker*. but not above eight of them, 
and these had a double tier of oars. 1 should suppose 
that the Crew of each Boat must amount to about 
forty men, and I particularly observed that all the 
Prows were well found in muskets, which appeared to 
be of English manufacture. 

I do not imagine that we saw above a thousand or 
1 200 Siamese on shore, and many of these composed 
a part of the Crews of the Prows. In conclusion, I 
do not consider that my visit afforded me much addi- 
tional information regarding the destination of the 
Armament : but my opinion most unquestionably is, 
that it is intended to assist in the attack on Salengore, 
and that the conduct of the Rajah of Ligore towards 
me. was principally influenced by a desire to prevent, 
my discovering the real object of his intentions, and 
also that the appearance of the Squadron anchored off 

H ' c ‘ Br ' 9 Jcssy the Month of the River, consisting of the vessels named 

H. Schooner Com- 

merce. 111 the Margin, tended to ensure attention and civility. 

Do* John de 

Brias l have Ac. Ac. 

and Row Boat. 

(Signed) A. 1). MAINLY 

Snpt. of Point “Wellesley 
In charge ot the Squadron 
of t Ibservation. 

H. C. Brig Jessy 
May the 21 : 182o. 
ofl' Port Cornwallis. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 21 Mav 1S2-Y 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 101, 
pp. 1605-23. 

THE PRESIDENT lays before the Hoard the 
following translation of a letter received thi- morning 
from the Rajah of Ligore. 

Rajah of Ligore RAJAH 01 LIGORE. 

IS May 1825. 


Translation 

of a letter from the Chow l’ya of Ligore to the 
Honorable Robert Fullerton Governor of Pulo Penang. 

( After Compliments.) 

Hay my friend be informed that I received the 
reply which he sent me by Koon Aksorn and Che 
Solyman. who returned and met me at Kwala Traang. 
I received the letter agreeably to the rules of friend- 
ship. It is mentioned in my friend's letter that when 
I arrive at Quedah, I am desired to acquaint my 
friend. All the other points referred to in that letter 
I fully comprehend. 

At the time 1 descended the River and wa- about 
to make .-ail. T ob.-erved the Crni/er which was at 
anchor near Tanjmig I’uh. Pulo 'Pel liboug. and 1 sent 
some Chiefs to wait upon the Commander and request 
him to come and meet me: hut the Captain of the 
vessel said lie was going on a cruize. 1 should he 
eoneerni'd if people convey any intelligence calculated 
to c.m at; .-u-pu ion in tile mini! of mv friend. 


The cause ot my being rather long on my journey 
is, th.at I am not accustomed to sailing in Prows, and I 
wish to see all the place- as 1 pa-s. I therefore send 
Koon Ak-orn and Che Solyman with a letter to my 
friend to let lum know. [ request that they may bo 
permitted to have an interview with my friend. 
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If my friend could meet me, I should be extremely 
happy, and I am sure my friend has a favorable dis- 
position towards me. 

I beg that the letter which K 0 O 11 Aksorn and Ghe 
Sol v man now convey, may be replied to with dispatch, 
that they may return to Quedali and 1 will send the 
news again to my friend when they come back. 

I am exceedingly desirous of meeting my friend, 
and to establish friendship much more than formerly ; 
also, to take into consideration the welfare of both 
.States, which may extend to Bengal and to form a 
permanent friendship between the Siamese and English 
Nation. 

Dated Wednesday, 7th Month, Year Fowl, or 18th 
May 1825. 

A true Translation 

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Penang 

the 28d May 1825. 
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Malay Trans- 
lator. 


Itajah of Ligore 
to Malay 
Translator. 


READ the following letter from the Malay Trans- 
lator submitting Translation of a letter received this 
morning from the Rajah of Ligore to his address. 

MALAY TRANSLATOR. 


To 

The Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir. 

In submitting for the perusal of the Honorable 
the Governor in Council, the accompanying Transla- 
tion of a complimentary letter received this afternoon 
from the Chow Pya of Ligore to mj - address, and 
delivered to me by the Envoys Koon Aksorn and Che 
Solyman, I beg to remark that His Highness has never 
before condescended to address me or my predecessor, 
and even his Son has usually replied to my letters 
addressed to him by orders of Government through 
his Prime Minister. All letters from the Embassadors 
from this Government, vizt. Captains Lowe, Burney, 
Ac. to His Highness have been replied to through his 
Sons. T havepiever addressed the Chow Pya. 

His Highness has of late evinced a very marked 
inclination to pay me Compliments, by sending pre- 
sents and desiring his Envoys to convey his good 
wishes to me, and desire to see me. It has been iny 
anxious endeavour, during all the negotiations to mani- 
fest personally a conciliatory disposition, to receive his 
Envoys with respect and courtesy, and to encourage 
confidence and good will towards the British Govern- 
ment, notwithstanding my persuasion of the in- 
sineerity of His Highness, and my private opinions 
of his views and policy, which I have never failed to 
state to Government. 

Of this course of procedure towards his Envoys 1 
have found the advantage, in acquiring their con- 
fidence in some degree, and thereby gaining a clearer 
insight into their motives and actions ; while by as 
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cautious and circumspect a line of conduct as my 
humble judgment has enabled me to observe towards 
them, I have, during the warm discussions which took 
place in the late Governor’s time, in conveying his 
remonstrances and demands for redress, in refusing 
interviews, and in dismissing the Envoys as directed, 
I have endeavoured to convey the orders with firmness, 
unaccompanied by harshness, and left an opening 
for amicable negotiation. 

Under these circumstances whatever may be my 
impression of the view* of His Highness, 1 should not 
feel any apprehension in accepting His Highness's 
invitation, either attended or unattended by an Escort: 
from the consideration of Mr Maingy's deputation 
however ( who will no doubt attain every object that 
is attainable) the tender of my gratuitous services on 
this occasion ( if my public duties here could even 
admit of my absence) is unnecessary ; although, at the 
simo time, I trust, that should Government consider 
my services likely to be useful. I shall always ba 
prepared at the shortest notice, to obey any commands 
that may be given to me. 

1 have (See. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Translator to Govt. 

PENANG 
Aid. May 182b. 
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Translation 

of a letter from the Chow Pya of Ligore to John 
Anderson Esquire. Translator to Government. 

( After Compliments.) 

May my friend be informed that I am on my way 
to Quedali, and I dispatch this letter to acquaint him 
that I am coming to Quedah, where I expect to arrive 
certainly on the oth day of the 7th Month. I am 
extremely anxious to meet the Governor of Pulo 
Penang, if he cannot come to meet me, let Anderson 
come and meet me by all means. 

As to any person being sent, I should not like to 
see any others, because they are not accustomed to 
going and coming. Let Anderson come if possible, 
and we will consult upon business, which will tend to 
promote the welfare of the English and Siamese 
Countries, and establish friendship greater than 
formerly. 

Dated Wednesday, 7th Month-the 18th May 1825. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

THE TWO ENVOY'S from the Rajah of Ligore 
being in attendance, were called into the Council Boom 
and interrogated. They said they had nothing to 
communicate further than to repeat the anxiety of the 
Rajah to see the Honble. the Governor at Quedah, 
and to enquire whether there were any objections to 
His Highness sending people to purchase Goods at 
Bengal, with a letter to the Governor General, and 
also to his sending a letter to the Commander in 
Chief at Rangoon. 

UPON the Envoys retiring, The President laid 
before the Board the following proposed reply to the 
letter just received from the Rajah of Ligore. 



To the Rajah of 
Ligore 24 May 
1825. 
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TO THE HA.1 AH OF LIGORE. 

Letter from 

the Honorable the Governor to the Rajali of Ligore. 

I have received your Highness's letter brought by 
Koon Aksorn and Che Solyman. and they have had an 
interview with me ; but they had nothing to com- 
municate further than that your Highness wished to 
send a letter to Bengal and Rangoon. I informed 
them that your Highness was at perfect liberty to send 
letters to Bengal or Rangoon, and to purchase Goods 
there as you please. 

I enquired if the Messengers had any thing more 
to communicate, and they replied no : and a-, your 
Highness requests they may return to Quedah. I have 
directed Koon Aksorn and Solyman to return with all 
haste, to convey to your Highness the intelligence of 
my being about to dispatch a confidential Agent, with 
full powers, vizt. Mr. Maingy, and he will reach 
Quedah to-morrow or next day. 1 therefore request 
your Highness to receive this my Agent with respect 
and friendship. 

(Signed) R. 1'TLLERTON, 
t’enang Governor. 


21 May 182b. 

OX an attentive consideration of the reports and 
correspondence above referred to. and all the proceed- 
ings between this Government and the Rajah of Ligore. 

THE BOARD unanimously resolved that the 
following letters should be substituted for those pro- 
posed to be addressed to the Rajah of Ligore and 
alluded to in the Instructions to the Superintendant 
of Point Wellesley, under date the 29th April, and 
that the following additional orders be addressed to 
the Superintendant of Point Wellesley, who was ver- 
bally directed to hold himself in readiness to proceed 
to Kedah to-morrow evening. 

THE SECRETARY is directed to furnish Mr. 
Maingy with Copies of such Documents as he mav 
require for his guidance. 



To the Rajah of 
Ligore. 
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TO THE RAJAH OF LIGORE. 


No. 1. 

DRAFT 

of a letter from the Honorable the Governor of 1’ulo 
Renans: to the Rajah of Ligore. 

I duly received your Highness's letter uf the Jd. 
Rajap, brought by Captain Burney's messenger China 
Achong. and as the period fixed for your Highness's 
coming down to Kedah has now elapsed. 1 have 
deputed Mr. Maingy of the Honorable Company’s 
Civil Service on this Establishment, as my confidential 
Envoy to communicate fully with your Highness, and 
to consult with you on several important subjects, for 
which purpose Captain Burney was lately sent to 
Kedah and Tiaang. That Officer having however pro- 
ceeded to Bengal for a short time, for the purpose of 
receiving instructions from the Right Honorable the 
Governor General, renders it necessary for me to 
depute another Agent, lest your Highness should be 
disappointed in the expected meeting, to which you 
have professed so ready an inclination. 

Having long evinced a disposition to cultivate a 
cordial understanding with your Highness, and to 
preserve those relations of friendship now happily 
subsisting between the Siamese and English unimpair- 
ed by the frequent deputation of confidential Officers 
of this Government as a return for your Highness's 
frequent deputation of confidential Officers to myself 
and my predecessor in this Government, 1 have only 
to request that your Highness will receive Mr. Maingy 
with respect and confidence as an accredited British 
Agent with full powers. 

Mr. Maingy will deliver some presents to vortr 
Highness. 

The 29 April 1825. ( Signed ) R. FULLERTON 

( Sd.j JOHN ANDERSON Governor. 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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TO THE RAJAH OF LIGORE. 


No. 2. 

Letter trora the Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire 
Governor of Pulo Penang to the Rajah of Ligore. 


It is my duty to acquaint your Highness that the 
reports of your hostile intentions against the indepen- 
dent Malayan State of Salengore. and your extensive 
Armaments equipping at Traang. Setool and other 
places to the Northward, are daily becoming more 
notorious, and there seems to be now no room left to 
question the truth of them, notwithstanding your fre- 
quent professions of pacific intentions, and oft repeated 
expressions of your anxiety that I should not give 
credence to any rumours at variance with your letters. 

T am bound to remind your Highness that the 
Settlement of Malacca has been taken possession of by 
virtue of a Treaty with the Dutch Government, by 
which that Nation ceded all its possessions and pri- 
vileges acquired by Treaty with Malay States near 
Malacca. The Hutch Government as well as the 
British have long been on friendly terms with the 
States of Perak, and sepeciallv with Salengore. 1 am 
forced once more to caution your Highness not to 
attack Salengore. 

That State is not. nor has ever been in the re- 
motest degree, connected with the Siamese Dominions, 
and I am in daily expectation of important intelligence 
from Bengal upon the subject. 

Should your Highness disregard this caution, 
possibly a very serious misunderstanding between the 
Siamese and English may take place. I therefore, 
with an anxious desire to preserve a good understanding 
with the Siamese Nation, consistently with what is 
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due to the English Government. call upon yoiu* 
Highness to abstain from such hostile measures, which 
uiO't probably will involve you in much trouble and 
difficulty. 

In conclusion, it is my duty to warn your 
H ig lines.- that this (iovemment cannot permit a fleet, 
such as your Highness's is reported to be. to approach 
this Island, or pass through the Straits, and after this 
notification, any attempt on your part will be con- 
sidered a- a direct act of hostility. Wherefore do your 
Hiulmes- deliberate well. 


(Signed) U. ITLGEKTOX 

(Governor. 

1M1XAXG 
28 April 182o. 

(Sd.) JOHN AXHlhSOX 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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TO THE SUPT. OF POINT WELLESLEY. 


To A. D. MAlNGY Esquire 

Superintendant of Point Wellesley 
In charge of the Squadron of Observation. 

Sir, 

I an directed by the Honorable the Governor in 
Council to acknowledge your several letters of the 22d 
Instant, transmitting the report of Captain Roberts 
Commander of the Honble. Company’s Hired Scho- 
oner Commerce, relative to the Armament of the Rajah 
of Ligore. I am also desired to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of yesterday, reporting your pro- 
ceedings at Quedah. and the result of an interview 
with the Chow Pya of Ligore. 

2. The Honorable the Governor in Council gives 
you due credit for the efficacy and prudence of your 
arrangements, and entirely approves of the proceedings 
which you have reported. 

3. Although there appears some difference in 
the number of Prows stated to be observed off the 
Mouth of the Traaug River by Captain Roberts, and 
those which were seen by you and Mr. Poynton in the 
Quedah river, and although there is much reason to 
infer, that part of the Armament still remains at 
Traang. Purlis. and other Rivers to the Northward, 
still the nature and extent of the Armament inspected 
In you and the Commander of the H. C. Brig- 
-lessy is sufficiently formidable to require the con- 
tinuance of the utmost vigilance on the part of the 
Commanders under your orders, in watching the 
movements of so large a force. 

1. The time has now arrived when it would 
seem to be absolutely indispensable that the views and 
intentions of the Ligore Chief should be explicitly and 
fully made known to this Government. The collection 
of so large a force in the immediate vicinity of this 
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Settlement, the length of time engaged in its |>ri*- 
paration, the secrecy with which the equipment lias 
been effected, the opposition on all occasions to the 
admission of Envoys or Commanders of ( Ynizefs to 
the place where the Armament was equipping, and 
the general belief at this Settlement amongst some 
classes of the inhabitants here, that humilities are 
meditated against this Island : require that no delay 
should take place in making the Rajah fully acquainted 
with the determination of this Covernment. 

■j. In addition to and in modification of the 
instructions contained in my letter of the 2d Cltiino, 
you will be guided by the following orders. The 
first and main object is to demand from the Rajah of 
Ligore. an explicit avowal of his motives for having 
equipped so large a force, w hich must lie regarded as 
destined tor some hostile enterprise. Von will in- 
timate, that the plea of his having equipped them, for 
the purpose of protecting the Coast against a few 
small Pirate Boats, or for defending his Country 
against the Burinahs, cannot be admitted by this Gov- 
ernment. You will therefore, if in your judgment 
necessary, deliver to him the letter No. 2, and acquaint 
His Highness in addition to what is therein stated, that 
any attempt to move his force Southward of where 
it now is, will be regarded as a direct defiance, and 
an act of hostility. Yon will explain to him the 
circumstances under which the British Government has 
resumed Malacca, disavow the right of .Siam to attack 
Salengore. and represent the long amicable connexion 
which has subsisted between the respective European 
Governments and that State. 

G. It is not probable, under present circum- 
stances, that the Rajah of Ligore w ill be disposed to 
enter with any sincerity, upon the negociations. or 
engage in the Treaty proposed to him by Governor 
I hillips, to which communication he has never made 
any reply. 
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7. You are however furnished herewith with ft 
Copy of the instructions to Captain Burney, and the 
Draft ot the Treaty. These instructions will put you 
in full possession of the views of this Government, and 
you will he guided by your own discretion in all points 
not provided for in these instructions. 

8. It is the wish of the Honorable the Governor 
in Council, that you should proceed without delay, 
direct to Quedah. and you will remain there as long as 
you may deem it. expedient for the public service. 
You should, however, endeavour to forward a daily 
report of your proceeding*, by an Express Prow, of 
which you may engage such number as may l)e 
necessary, 

1 am &e. <!tc. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Acting Seeretv. to Govt. 

Fort Cornwallis 
the 2a flay 1625. 


RESOLVED further, that in consequence ot the 
Hired Brig Minerva being reported fully equipped and 
ready for sendee, the longer detention of the Hired 
Ship Felieitas may he dispensed with. 

ORDERED accordingly. that directions be given 
to the Master Attendant to station the Minerva at the. 
Northern entrance of the Harbour, in lieu of the 
Felieitas. 

RESOIA ED that the Residents of Singapore and 
Malacca be advised of the hostile preparations of the 
Rajah of Li gore, and that the following letter be 
addressed to them. 



*70 the Resident 
at Singapore. 
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To 


Sir. 


J. CRAW KURD K,quire 

Resident at 

SINGAPORE. 


1 am directed by the Honorable the Governor in 
Council to transmit, tor your information. Copy of a 
letter addressed to the Right Honorable the Governor 
General in Council dated 14th Instant, together with 
Copies of the following reports and instructions. 

1. Letter from the Malay Translator to Govern- 
ment the 1st May 1825. 

2. Report of Captain Roberts Commander of the 
Honorable Company's Hired Schooner Commerce dated 
the 13th May 182b. 

3. Report from the Superintendant of Point 
Wellesley, in charge of the Squadron of Observation, 
of the result of an unofficial visit to the Rajah of 
Ligore at Quedah dated the 24 May 1825. 

1. Instructions to Mr. Maingy. 25 May 1825. 

I am desired at the same time to acquaint you 
that no intimation has yet been received by this 
Government from the Rajah of Ligore, who lias lately 
arrived at Quedah. of the object and destination of the 
large Armament which is equipped: but Mr. Maingy 
wa» dispatched yesterday to Quedah for the purpose of 
requiring an explanation upon these points ; the result 
will be communicated to you by an early opportunity. 

Copies of the various reports received by this 
Government relative to the preparations and hostile 
intentions of the Rajah of Ligore. alluded to in the 
dispatch to the Supreme Government, will be here- 
after forwarded to you. 

I have Ac. Ac. Ac. 


(Signed) 


Port Cornwallis 


JOHN ANDERSON 
Acting Sec-iy. to Govt. 


The 21 May 1825. 
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The bame letter addressed TO THE ACTING 
RESIDENT at MALACCA. 

ADJOCRNED. 

B. LTLLERTON 
W. A. CLLTBLEY 
U. 1BBETSOX 

I’OUT CORNWALLIS 
The 24 May 1824. 


40HN ANDERSON 

Acts:. Secv. to Govt. 
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FORT WILLIAM 3d -June 1825. 


Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consnltatlonsi 
Vol. 331 

To A. Stirling Ksqr. 

* 0 . 24 . Secretary- to the Govt. in tin* Persian Dept. 

Sir. 

( 'onformably with a communication received from 
the Secretary to Govt. in the Secret and Political 
Department 1 do myself the honor to enclose a List of 
the Presents which l would bey' to suggest may be 
sent to Prince ol Wales's Island on account of the 
proposed Mission to the Court of Siam. 

When submitting this List to the Right Honble. 
the Governor General in Council I request you will 
have the goodness to state at the same time that my 
conviction that by means of presents only the Siamese 
Ministers can be persuaded to hear rational counsels, 
added to my knowledge that Mr. Crawford experienced 
many mortifications whilst at Bangkok in 1822 from 
his store of gifts being soon exhausted has concurred 
in making me draw up an extensive List. 1 have not 
however been unmindful chat my deputation to Siam 
is eventual only as will be seen on reference to the 
accompanying Letter from Messrs. Twenty-man A Co. 
who engage to receive back at any time hereafter the 
whole or any portion of the Jewellery, the most expen- 
sive Articles in the List, ot Presents and to refund the 
Purchase Money- with a deduction of 10 Per Cent on 
the prime cost. Of the remaining articles if the Mis- 
sion do not take place many could he brought to use 
by- the Govt, of Prince of Wales’s Island as Presents to 
be sent to the Xative Chiefs with whom it corresponds 
whilst the remainder could I hope he sold at that 
Island for whatever may he here paid — at all events it 
would not be my policy- at Bangkok to produce the 
whole ot these Presents at once but to distribute them 
gradually and according as I saw success opening in 
favour of my negociations. 
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1 beg leave to add it is my intention to quit; 
Calcutta on the 1st Proximo on the Ship Stanmors 
and to leave the heavier Articles of Presents to follow 
me on the Sherburne or such other Vessel as His Lord- 
ship in Council may be pleased to direct. 

1 have Ac. 

( Signed J H. Burney Oaptn. 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese States. 

Fort V illiam 
20th .May 162b. 

Trim Cup\' 

( Signed ) A. Stirling 

Per. Secy, to Covt. 
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Bengal Secret I’OUT WILLIAM oil -I line lb35. 

and Political 
Consultations* - - 

Vol. 331. 

Till- 11 on) >le. E. L Company 
hv order of Captn. I I. Burney 

15t. ot Tuentyman A Co. 

Gold Smiths A Jeweller- 

Calcutta. 

No. I One Handsome Diamond and Emerald 
Broach with a pair of Earrings y, 
match ... ... ... ... ... I .dV > 

2 < )ne handsome very large single Stone 

Diamond Ring with Embossed Shank 2,000 
:! One Do. Do. 1.300 

t One Do. Do. 050 

5 One handsome cluster Diamond Ring 000 
<i fine Do. Butterfly Ring Set with 

Diamond Emerald Rallies &e. ... 350 

7 One handsome Diamond and Emerald 

cluster Ring ... ... ... ... 205 

b One Do. Do. 2bo 

!» One Do. Diamond and Ruby Do. 220 
B.i One Handsome Diamond Ring set in 

fine Cold with an Emerald in centre Sim 

I t One pair of handsome large Emerald 

and Peail lop and drop Earrings with 
a Broach to match ... ... ... 700 

12 One set of handsome Rink Topaz Orna- 
ments consisting of a Necklace Brace- 
lets Earrings cross Broach and Ring S0O 

13 One Set of handsome Rink Topaz and 
I’earl Do. consisting of a Necklace 
Bracelets Earrings and Broach ... 1,000 

II One set of Do. Emerald and Ruby and 
I’earl Do. consisting of a Necklace 
Bracelets Earrings and Broach ... 1,300 

15 One handsome filigree Gold Head Orna- 
ment set with Amethyst Tunjuois Pink 
Topaz &c. Sec. ... ... ... ... 300 
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1G ()ne handsome thick Cable Pattern 

bold Chain with Tunjuois clasp ... 390 

17 One handsome two yard frosted link 

chain with Timpiois clasj> ... ... 3G0 

lb One Do. one yard Do. with bracelets 800 

19 One Do. fancy worked French curb 

chain ... ... ... ... ... 20l> 

20 One Do. one yard cable pattern chain 130 

1 One Do. Do. 85 

2 One Do. fronted Link chain ... 143 

23 Six Pair of handsome Gold Spectacles 

with double white Glasses ... ... 510 

21 Six Pair of Do. with double Green 

Glasses 510 


Sa. Rupees 14.495 
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FORT WILLIAM 3d -June 182-5. 


Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations, 

Vol. 331. 

To Captn. H. Burney 

NO. 27. 

Ac. Ac. Ac. 


Sir. 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Letter dated 2Gth Instant submitting a List of 1 ’resents 
which you recommended should be provided for 
eventual use on account of the proposed Mission to 
the Court of Siam and in reply to inform you that the 
Statement has been approved and sanctioned by the 
Right Honble. the Governor General in Council. 
The Broad Cloth will be furnished to you from the 
Import Warehouse and you are authorized to incur an 
outlay not exceeding Sicca Rupees 27.501 in the 
purchase of the other articles, transmitting the Bills 
countersigned by yourself, to this office, to be included 
in the Durbar account. 

The Governor General in Council approves the. 
Engagement entered into by Messrs. Twentyman A Co. 
to receive back the Jewellery in the event of the 
articles not being made use of for a consideration of 
ten Per cent on the prices charged in their Bill and 
with respect to the remainder of the Presents it the 
Mission should not eventually take place you will be 
pleased either to dispose of them to the best advantage 
at Prince of Wales's Island or to make them over to 
the Govt, of that .Settlement on the public account. 

1 have Ac. 

(Signed) A. STIRLING. 
Persian Stay, to Govt. 


Fort William 
27th May 1825. 



Factory 
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 2d -June 1S25. 


To 

•JOHN ANDERSON Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir. 

In pursuance of directions conveyed in your letter 
of the doth lust. 1 have the honor to report for the 
information of the Honorable the Governor in Council 
that T returned to the H. C. Brig Jessy with the least 
practicable delay which vessel with those named in the 
margin anchored in Kedda Roads on the evening of 
the doth and shortly after our arrival there a Siamese 
Boat came alongside with Chun Chee Pulo l’ak. 
His questions principally related to the object of our 
visit which I explained to him and stated that 1 should 
land the next morning. 1 also sent a me.-senger to 
announce my arrival and at about 9 o'Clock on the 
morning of the 27th 1 left the H. C. Brig Jessy and 
was received on reaching the shore, with every mark 
of respect and attention. A sort of palankeen was 
in waiting for me and about one hundred men were 
drawn up to escort me into the Fort. 

The letter from the Honorable the Governor was 
received with great form and during the time a 
translation ot it was preparing' the Rajah ot Ligore did 
little else than repeat his former professions ot friend- 
ship. 

His Highness enquired most particularly whether 
l had made the Honorable the Governor acquainted 
with all that had occurred during my former visit ab 
Kedda and especially whether T had communicated his 
detei imitation of not proceeding south of Kedda river 
without informing the Honorable the Governor of the 
number of the prahus that he was about to dispatch 
and the object of their voyage. 
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A considerable time elapsed before a translation 
of the letter from the Honorable the Governor was 
ready and when it was produced the Rajah pretended 
that one or two passages were rather ambiguous and 
in spite of the immediate explanation I afforded His 
Highness, some time was necessary before he would 
comprehend the real meaning intended to be conveyed 
and 1 must confess I began to suspect His Highness 
amis desirous of postponing the discussion and thereby 
gaining time of any subject 1 might wish to introduce. 

As the main and first object of my mission was to 
obtain an explicit avowal of the Rajah's motives for 
having equipped so large a force : 1 reminded His 
Highness ot his former conversation with me regarding 
the equipment of so great a number of pralms and ex- 
pressed a hope that he would candidly explain his 
reason for bringing so large a fleet with him. as I was 
apprehensive the plea he had formerly assigned to me 
would not be admitted bv the Government of Penam- 

* C> 

more particularly as it was known that not more than 
one half of his force had reached Kedah. This last 
remark surprized His Highness a good deal and he. 
immediately enquired from whom L had obtained my 
information. This question .1 did not reply to, but 
merely observed that if 1 were incorrect in my state- 
ment His Highness Mould deny the fact which would 
be quite sufficient. An immediate reply was not re- 
turned and His Highness alter some consideration 
confessed that there were GO large prahus at Purlis 
besides some smaller ones at Prahus Kumbar and that 
these were bringing rice. 

livery endeavour was made by the Rajah to avoid 
giving an unequivocal answer to my question, hut 
finding that some further explanation could not he 
withheld His Highness adverted to his former plea that 
a large retinue was necessary and that no Rajah of 
any consequence ever moved fiom one Country to 
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another without being accompanied with a considerable 
and commanding force. 

I now considered it my duty to assure His- 
Highness that such a reply would be considered 
evasive and entreated him to be more explicit on so 
important a question lest his reserve should occasion 
an interruption of that friendship His Highness had 
expressed himself so desirous of cultivating and his 
want of confidence allow the Governor of Penang no 
other alternative than to conclude that the Armament 
lie had brought with him and which was every day 
increasing was destined for some hostile enterprize. 

J regret to add that all my endeavours to get the 
Rajah of Ligore to assign any other cause for collecting 
so large a force at Kedda than that I have already 
mentioned were unavailing ; excepting that lie- 
somewhat pettishly observed that it was a Siamese 
custom with which the English were not perhaps 
acquainted. 

His Highness now adverted to the many absurd 
and idle reports circulated at Penang to bis prejudice 
and stated that he was willing to give the Governor 
any pledge that an attack on Penang was never 
intended by him and never would be attempted. 
His Highness also stated it was a source of much 
regret to learn that the Honorable the Governor had 
considered it necessary to employ upwards of a hun- 
dred Malays to watch the approach of an}* Siamese 
prahus ; such a measure involved considerable ex- 
pence and would occasion an unfavorable impression 
being entertained both in Calcutta and England of 
the sincerity of those feelings of friendship His High- 
ness has professed towards the English. 

The Rajah of Ligore is so fully informed of every 
occurrence that takes place in the Island that I con- 
sidered it right to admit that a few of the more timid 
Malays Chuliahs and Chinese might have entertained 
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such an idea but that the better informed native?, were 
under no apprehension of this kind, on the eontwiry 
they were too well acquainted with the resource- and 
strength of the English not to be satisfied that an 
attack made by any Native power would with facility 
be repulsed. 

I now observed that it was universally reported 
and generally believed that His Highness meditated 
an attack on Salengore and that 1 had been directed 
by the Honorable the Governor to ascertain whether 
such was the case. This question was of course 
conveyed in the most mild and conciliatory manner 
and I fully explained to His Highness the motive for 
making the enquiry. That if emanated from the 
long amicable connexion which has subsisted between 
the respective European Governments and that State; 
the Commercial Treaties which have been entered 
into between the English and the Rajah of Salengore ; 
and the circumstance of the British Government 
having lately taken possession of Malacca and its 
dependencies. His Highness's reply on this subject 
was so evasive that I was obliged to repeat the question, 
which only produced an answer equally unsatisfactory. 
His Highness was uncertain whether he would attack 
Salengore. it would depend upon circumstances, and 
stated that it was unnecessary to discuss this subject. 
He had already assured the Governor through mes 
that his Hcct- should not proceed to the southward of 
Kedda without his reporting the circumstance and 
that this information must he sufficient, but that 
if any further pledge was required, he would at 
once place at the disposal of rhe Governor oU of 
his largest pralms. which might be sent to Rangoon, 
i informed His Highness that the time was past for 
making this offer and that it was to be regretted that 
they had not been furnished when Captain Low applied 
to him for them. I attempted to renew the former 
subject ot conversation but was prevented by the 
rapidity with which His Highness put several questions 



[ 203 ] 


to me. One had reference to the power vested in the* 
Governor of Penang which I made him fully acquainted 
with, which appeared greatly to surprize him. as ho 
several times renewed his enquiry it' the Governor of 
Penang could carry any measure of importance inti) 
effect without reference to the Supreme Government. 

As a more direct answer was desirable to the last 
and more especially to the foregoing question I remind- 
ed His Highness that lie had obtained from me un- 
qualified replies to all his interrogations and that if lie, 
were desirous of establishing the sincerity of his pro- 
fessions he should at least evince the same degree of 
candour on his part. 1 would therefore again repeat 
my enquiry and ask His Highness for the last time his 
intentions for bringing so extensive an armament to 
Kedda and whether he meditated and attack on Salen- 
gore. I remarked that the first question was of much 
importance and 1 was bound to state unless 1 obtained 
an answer more conclusive than that already afforded 
me 1 should be obliged to return to Penang and ac- 
quaint the Governor that His Highness had refused to 
afford the information he required and that 1 was ap- 
prehensive such conduct would be viewed as almost 
equivalent to an act of delianee. With respect to the 
second question, the attack of Salengore. 1 warned His 
Highness that after the explanation 1 had afforded him 
regarding that independent State any attack would most 
probably involve hint in much trouble and difficulty. 
After an elapse of It) minutes His Highness stated 
that he had already assigned a sufficient reason for 
bringing so great a number of prahus with him. and 
with regard to the attack of Salengore he observed 
that the King of Siam had directed him to punish the 
people of that Country for having attacked some of his 
prows three years since. Up m my questioning the 
Rajah however more closely regarding the orders he had 
received from the Court of Siam he disavowed having 
been furnished with any that had particular reference 
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to Salengore. hut that lie was vested with unlimited 
discretion to punish any ot'the neighbouring Malax an 
States and particularly Salengore tliat had given so 
much cause tor complaint, having most unprovokedly 
attacked and plundered at Perak upwards of Inofhis 
largest pralius. 

As 1 was now fully convinced the Rajah of l.igore 
was determined to conceal his future intentions from 
me and that any further delay at Kedda was not likely 
to be attended with advantage, t lie whole tenor ot'the 
.Rajah's conduct having in my opinion been such as to 
render it unavoidable that I should present the second 
letter from the Honorable the Governor to him, I 
produced the letter in question (on the receipt of which 
he seemed much agitated ) anil 1 expressed the deep 
regret the Honorable the Governor would feel when 
informed that the Rajah's unwillingness to afford any 
explanation as to the object of His High n ess's visit 
to Kedda and the cause of his bringing so large an 
armament with him had rendered this measure 
absolutely necessary. 

I now wished to take my departure but was 
prevailed upon to lengthen my stay with His High- 
ness. and also to promise that I would land the follow- 
ing morning and take charge of the letters intended to 
be sent to the Honorable the Governor. Our conver- 
sation during the time f continued with the Jiajali had 
reference to our success against the Burmahs and he 
certainly seemed to entertain an idea that our reports 
respecting the conquest of Ava had been much ex - 
agge rated. 

I again landed on the morning of the 26th and 
must confess that I fully anticipated the perusal of 
Letter Xo. 2 would have induced His Highness to have 
been more communicative regarding his future plans 
but I regret to state such was not the case. Professions 
of friendship were tendered in abundance but no addi- 
tional explanation afforded excepting that His High- 
ness said that he should be most happy if the Governor 
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of Penan" would undertake to settle the quarrel 
between the Rajah of Salengore and himself. [ 
informed him that L was certain the Governor of 
of Penany would willingly listen to any such proposal 
and expressed a hope that he had alluded to this 
subject in the letters he was about to deliver to me 
and I was a good deal surprised on being informed 
that no reply could be given to Letter No. 2 owing to 
Pva Chy Sony Kraam (the person sent by the King of 
Siam to attend the Rajah of Ligore) bavins been 
taken unwell and that it wa~ absolutely necessary to 
consult him before any reply could be forwarded or 
any proposal made to the Honorable the Governor to 
adjust the quarrel between the Rajahs of Salengore 
and Perak. The Rajah however assured me that the 
Honorable the Governor might expect an answer to 
Letter No. 2 in the course of four or live days though, 
as his plows did not sail very fast, if might happen 
that the letter would not reach the Honorable the 
Governor quite so ~uou as he could wi'h. 

His Highness apologized for not sending any 
presents in return for those I had delivered hut said 
that they should be forwarded in a few days. 

.1 now returned to the II. G. Brig Jessy and arrived 
off Port Cornwallis early this morning and transmitted 
without delay to the Malay Translator to Government 
the letter from the Rajah of Ligore addressed to the 
Honorable the Governor. 

I found that the number of the prahus in Kedda 
river had increased from 10(5 to 12G. The GO large 
War prahus acknowledged by the Rajah to be at 
Pnrlis are shortly expected to arrive there. 1 consider 
the forces of the Rajah of Ligore now collected 
at Kedda to amount to about Four thousand 
men, of these 1200 are from Sunggora, 700 from 
Merdilon, 1000 from Chya, 500 from Settool, Purlis 



and Traang, and the remainder from Ligore. l in y 
are all supplied with Bnglish muskets. tin* mod of 
which have been obtained from Bangkok. 

1 have no hesitation in staring tliat the Rajah of 
Ligore is fully determined to attack Salengore. On 
this subject I had the means of obtaining very correct, 
information and 1 know that each IVahu in Kedda, 
river was receiving rice during rhe night, about 
• 'cyans to each vessel. 

An idea prevails ai Kedda that the Itajah of 
Ligore is in disgrace with the Court of Siam and tliat 
he is likely to settle on rlus sid,. of the peninsula 
unless he compters Saleitgore. and obliges the Rajah 
of that State to p.’c~eut the Booiiga lias to the King 
ot Siam. 

I have Ac. 

( Sd. ) A. D. MA1XGY 

Supt. of Point Welle'ley 
in charge of the Squadron 
Fort Cornwallis of observation, 

the — dth Hay 1 S2d. 
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Translation 

of a Letter from Chow 1 ’iya of Ligore to rlie Hon him 
Robert Fullerton Esq. Governor of Pulo Penang. 

( After the usual Compliments. ) 

May my friend be informed that Mr. Maingy who 
was sent as the Agent and representative of my friend’s 
person and who brought letters from my friend arrived 
at Quedah and 1 received him agreeably to the rules of 
friendship and conversed with Mr. Maingy conformably 
to the custom of real Amity. 

Now the niO't gracious King of Siam lias b vn 
pleased to send down Piya Pichi Songkram a Siamese 
from the Capital to accompany me. On the day that 
Mr. Maingy arrived he was sick and could not come 
and sit down with us. If it had been desired that Mr. 
Maingy should remain all the business would have been 
delayed, and I wish to consider and consult with Piya 
Pichi Songkram the Siamese who has come down from 
the Capital, afterwards 1 will prepare a letter and send 
it by Koon Aksorn which will iollow after and which 
will make known all circumstances agreeable to the, 
wish of my friend which may be conformable to the 
rules of peace or propriety not to excite any difference 
and to follow the road of permanent friendship. This 
letter written on Saturday loth of the Month Shawal, 
year Jim and in the year of the Hegira 1210 or 2S 
May 1 S2b. 

A true Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Penang 

the 20 May 182b. 

RESOLVED unanimously that pending the receipt 
of the pi omised Letter from the Rajah of Ligore, the 
precautionary measures adopted be continued unrelaxed, 
and the Superintendent of Point WelleMey be directed 
to keep a strict and vigilant watch to the Northward 
with the armed vessels under his orders. 



Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. IOI, 
(unpaged). 

Superintendent 
of Point Welles- 
ley 6 June 1825. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS— The 10 June 1 -25. 


S l TL 1MNTEND KNT of POL NT WLLLLSLLY. 


JOHN AND LRSON Hsquire 

Acting Secretary to CuvcnnU' ut. 

Si i. 

I i teem it my duty to transmit without delay, fot 
the information of the Honorable the ( inventor in 
Council, the enclosed letter in the 3 La lay language, 
received yesterday by one ot the most lv-pectabD 
Inhabitants of Wellesley l’rovinee, from hi' brothei. 
a Native Chief, in the Service of the Rajah of Ligore. 
Syed Jaffar from whom 1 obtained it. has fur some 
time past been in my Pay. and has frequently afforded 
me information I have afterwards found to be correct ; 
and I have reason to know that" the writer of tlm 
letter in question possesses some influence with the 
Rajah of Ligore. and had succeeded In securing fot 
Id' brother. Syed J attar, the promise of becoming 
the Renter of the Harm in the Muda River, and 
had not Syed Jatfar been suspected of being friendly 
deposed towards the Lngli'h. lie would at thi- moment 
have been holding that situation. I have forwarded a 
translation of the letter, but as this has been done 
in a great hurry, 1 would respectfully recommend that 
another should be furnished by the Malay Translator 
to Cuvernment. 

J have Ac. Ac. Ac. 

(Signed) A. It. MAINLY 

Supt. of Point Wellesley. 

Point \\ clleslev 
tl:e bill June 182h. 
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Enclosure in 
letter from 
Supt. of Point 
Wellesley. 

* June: 1825. 


LETT Eli from CHOI’ TEAXG. a Native Chief 
in the .Service of the Rajah of Ligore. to his brother 
Syed Jaffar, one of the most respectable Inhabitants in 
Wellesley Province, dated the 21th Randan 1210.* 

( After Compliments. ) 

Respecting your letter sent by Eahim. regarding 
the business of Qtialla Mooda. which was granted to 
you by the Son of the Rajah of Ligore when vou came 
here. 1 have shewn the letter now sent by you respec- 
ting the Farm to the young King, but lie declares 
that you shall not have the Farm on account of some 
Chinese having informed him that you have combined 
with the English who live at Qualla Buka : in con- 
sequence of till, the young King says that he must 
wait a little and aseert liu whether this is true or false. 
Moreover as you red le at Qualla Muda be on your 
guard respecting the Siamese, for thev to a certainty, 
and beyond all doubt will attack Pulo Penang, thev 
are now preparing, an 1 only waiting until the (white 
men) English, are off their guard, so that they may 
attack them by stealth ; also, they are now preparing 
to march to Pulie, ami will pretend that they are 
going to Perak. They are not going there, but will 
descend the Kreean, they are now endeavouring to 
hire 2u0 men in Penang in order to set it on fire, so 
that when the forces have arrived at Kreean, then, 
these 2U0 men who have been hired in Penang will be 
ordered to set it on fire in about 20 places, so that, 
when all is confusion they may attack the place. 
At present they are waiting until the English are off 
their guard. This 1 have to communicate respecting 
the Rajah of Ligore, as soon as my brother has read 
this letter, let him destroy, and not retain it. 

( True Translation ) 

( Signed ) A. D. MA1NGY 

Supt. of Point Wellesley. 
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1 have agreeably to Ml-, Mainey's surest ion 
perused the original letter transmitted by him. and 
find tlie Translation perfeetlv eorrert. 

'Signed) .)< )H N ANDKRSOX 

Malay Ti-aii'i-. to (h>vt. 


TllK 1‘llKSl l)KX 1' iveunh the following Minute, 
with Translations of letters bom rite Rajah of bieore, 
and Di-at't of Reply, together with a Conversation held 
with the Rrini-ipal Chinese Merehants. 



Minute by the 
President IO 
June 1825. 
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MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT. 


I now lav before fclie Board a Paper of Information 
received from Mr. Maingy. 1 beg leave at the same 
time to submit copies of letters received from the 
Rajah of lu go re, with Draft of my Reply thereto. 
These letters were delivered by four Envoys, with 
whom l have had a conversation, the substance of 
which corresponded entirely with the letters and 

reply. 

The Board will perceive a striking coincidence 
between the Information of Mr. Maingy, and the 
subject ot the letters. The Information states it to be 
the intention to sent Troops on pretence of going to 
Perak, to halt on the Kreean River, and wait a favorable 
opportunity for attacking the Island. The main 
drift of these letters goes to shew the necessity of 
sending Troops to Perak, a fabricated letter said to 
be from Perak requiring assistance is produced, the 
object is evident ly to blind us as to the true object 
of sending Troops to the Kreean. I trust that the 
Board will be satisfied that the hostile intention 
of the Rajah towards this Island is now sufficiently 
manifest to authorize our acting against him. should 
a favorable occasion present itself for the destruction 
of his means ot aggression. 

The Hoard will perceive the employment of per- 
sons to set fire to the town again alluded to ; on this 
point 1 confess 1 am not so well informed as on 
external proceedings, having relied principally on the 
Police for discovery of internal enemies. From a 
conversation held by me with the principal Chinese 
Inhabitants, substance of which I annex hereto, there 
seems not a vestige of doubt, notwithstanding the 
depositions ot the asserted heads ot the Kongsee, or 
Clubs, that Low Achong is at the head of one 
ot them, the “ Hysan Kongsee ; ” the information 
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maw if necessary, be supported on oath. Ho 
being so is indeed as notorious as the sun at noon 
day. and I have obtained the same information from a 
variety of channels. If any persons are engag ed to aid 
the views of the Rajah on the Island, we may be as-ured 
the Members of these lvongsees are they and it would 
be most desirable to obtain, if possible, by a seizure ot 
Papers or otherwise, the names ot those belonging' to 
it. 1 must at the same time confess my linn belie! 
that had an immediate search taken place at the House 
where they are known to assemble, instead of trusting 
to the asseveration of the reported heads, we should 
have got at the names as well as the object of these 
meetings. Having furnished the Superintendent of 
Police with the late information from Mr. Maingy, 1 
still hope he will succeed in obtaining a clue to the 
discovery of those employed on account of the Rajah. 
In the mean time a due regard to the preservation of 
order requires that Aeliong should be kept for the 
present in close custody, and not allowed to hold 
communication with any person whatever. 

The great object and purpose of Police is to watch, 
and discover such machinations of the evil disposed, 
and it is impossible fur me to conceal my regret that on 
the present occasion the Police has shewn itself tube so 
deficient : as to those Clubs. 1 can only express my 
surprize that they have ever been allowed to exist, 
composed of the very lowest and most worthless of our 
population, a class of people without tie or connexion 
on the Island, ready for any mischief, holding such meet- 
ings with closed doors, administering Oaths of Secrecj'. 
I can hardly conceive an Instrument better fitted foi 
the subversion of any regular Povernment ; and I am 
only withheld from submitting a Proclamation for 
their immediate suppression, in the hopes that the 
important object of the discovery of persons may still 
be attainable. 

Connected with this, there is another subject on 
which it seems desirable that information should be 
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obtained and recorded. I allude to the manner in 
which the Macao Chinese obtain footing on the Island. 
1 have been informed, and by respectable authority, 
that they are brought here from China on speculation 
bv Captain- of Ship-, and sold as Slave Debtors to the 
highest bidder.-, the purchase money being repayable 
to the purchasers by a given portion of their labour. 
This practice seems to me to have rather close affinity 
to actual Slave Trade, and 1 propose that a full and 
complete Statement ot the mode and manner of carry- 
ing on the transaction be obtained from the best 
authority, in order that we may judge of the ex- 
pediency of allowing or preventing the continuance of 
the practice. 


10 -lime !>-■'>. 


( Signed ) U. tTLLKKTOX. 



Enclosure I in 
the President’* 
Minute. 


T2U] 

Tran-dation 

ot' a letter from the Chow Pyu of Liuore to ihr* 
Honorable the Covernor ot Pulo Penang. 

(After ( 'oniplimenr-.) 

Mav mv friend b-* informed t lint Hit- letter wliirfi 
lie -ent me by Mr. Miiniry re-|i.' -tiny Salentr u-e, 
reached me. 1 r.>]ilied to it and gave a letter to Mr. 
Maingv to convey to my friend. I therein mentioned 
that the yivat King of Siam has b-en pleased to 'end 
a Chief Pia Pichie Sungkram from the Capital to 
assist me in conduetimr business. and that on the day 
Mr. Maingv was here, that permit was sick. and 
eould not eome and 'it down with m. I wished to 
roll suit with Pia Piehie Songkram. the person who has 
been sent irom the Capital upon all the busine" and 
promised t< » reply according to tlu- li tter which Mr. 
Maingy brought. 

formerly the Rajah of Perak. Rajah Mooda and 
Rajah Bindahara. the Chiefs of Perak sent a letter 
to Perak and repre'tmted that the Ilajuli of Salengorn 
had come and excited a disturbance in Perak, and 
several times reipi-st ed a force to lie sent. Again on 
the 29 Day of the ofh Month, the Rajah of Perak, 
Rajah Mooda. and the Rajah Bindahara sent the Rajah 
Keehil Mooda. the ( (rang Kay a besar, Sri Lola Paduka, 
Maharajah Sitea and Paduka Sri Kara with a letter t.o 
Tagore. entreating a-'istanrv against the Rajah of 
Saiengore. who had created a eommotion in Perak. 

I accordingly consiilterl with the Pya J’ichio 
Songkram, the abovementioned Chief, who came from 
the Capital, and I now send Aluang Wat Akatii, a 
Chief from the Cajiital. Aluang Pecliie Peluppo, Koon 
Aksorn, Che Hat. and Che Solyman to convey the 
letters from the Rajah of Perak and the representations 
from the Chiefs of Perak, relative to the proceedings 
ot the Rajah of Saiengore, which the Rajah Keehil 
Mooda, the Orang Kara besar and the other Chiefs 
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from lVrak brought to Ligore. in order that my 
friend may be fully acquainted. 

Tin* Country of Perak lias become tributary to 
Siam, and sends a Flower of Cold and Silver ( Hoouga 
Mas dan Perak) to the most exalted King of Siam. 
The Rajah of Salengore went with a force ami 
committed hostilities against Perak, lie seized and 
plundered the Prow.- with Cuius large and small, which 
1 sent with Che Hat to Quedali. and the Tiu and 
Presents which th * Rajah of Perak was transmitting 
to me aKo fell into his possession. All these things 
are stated in the letter from the Rajah of Perak, and 
in the other letter which are now sent for my friend's 
inspection. 

With respect to my intention of sending ail 
Armament, according to the request expressed in the 
letter from rim Rajah of Perak, if it can be settled that. 
Salengore is not to meddle with Perak, and the 
Rajah of Salengoi e will not commit hostilities against 
Perak, or excite a disturbance there. I will stop the 
Armament, and will not send it at present, agreeably to 
what was communicated to me by All*. A Clingy, by my 
friend’s directions, and what was settled between ns. 

With respect to my friend's desire to stop the 
Armament, and not to permit it to proceed, as there is 
lighting and quarrelling between Perak and Salengore, 
and the Ryots of the Perak Country are in great 
difficulty and the Country in commotion as mentioned 
in this letter, how does my friend intend to consider 
or settle? I am anxious to know, and 1 request lie will 
send a letter to inform me. 

Moreover, in the letter from the Rajah of Perak, 
which tin* Rajah Kecliil Alooda. the Orang Kara besar, 
and the other Chiefs of Perak brought, it is stated that 
ibis year the time has arrived when they intend send- 
ing the Boon gah Alas dan Perak to Siam, but they are 
much in want of Prows to bring it. and requesting that 
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when the five above mentioned Chiefs return to I’erak. 
some l’rows mav be sent to reeeive the liooima Mil- 
dan Perak. and the other offerings and present- tm- tile 
ei-eat Kine-, to be brought to Quedah. and they have 
.-elicited me to forward the same to the Capital. 

When I formerly sent Che Hat and many I’angulu- 
with 10 Prows to return the Rajah Biudaliara to 
Quedah. I requested permis-ion to pii— through the 
Straits of Pulo I Vnang. and the former (io\ernur ot 
Pulo Penang let my vessels pass throne h a- every 
body knows. 

On this occasion. I wish to reque-t that t'l or aO 
I Vows may be permitted to pass to convey the Rajah 
Kei liil Mooda to Perak as before, and they will after- 
wards receive the Boonga Mas Perak, and the other 
offerings and presents for the great King of Siam, and 
will return, conducting the business properly according 
to the custom of Countries that are tributary. 

If a few Prows were to be sent, perhaps the Rajah 
of Salengore would attack and plunder them as he did 
with Che Hat before, if people do not believe, send 
Cruixers to follow and look out. 

Relative to these two matters. 1 send Aluang Wat 
Akani. a person from the Capital. Aluang Pechie 
Peluppo. Koon Aksorn. Che Haf and Che Solyman to 
consult with my friend. The Siamese and English 
Countries have been on friendly terms from the most 
remote times, and my friend should settle how 
the friendship with Siam may not be destroyed 
and how a good understanding may be promoted. 

Whatever may be my friend’.- determination, he 
will send a letter to inform me. 

Moreover, it there are any evil disposed Malays 
who bring false intelligence, in order to create distrust 
on the part of the English against the Siamese (the 
Siamese and English have been long on friendly 
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terms, and trade lias been conducted between them, 
and the Siamese use many Goods of the English, and 
l am desirous to promote greater friendship even than 
formerly), the Siamese have no bad intentions towards 
the English, and if any Malays come and give reports 
tending to excite suspicion, will my friend inform me 
by letter, in order that 1 may point out the proper 
road and let may friend know. 

Dated Thursday 17th of 7th Month 't ear bowl, 
or 2d -June. 

A true Translation 


( Signed) JOHN ANDEUSOX 

Malay Trau.-r. to Govt 

i'enang 

(ith June lo2o. 


X( >TK. In the tir'f part of the la-t paragraph, there 
is evidently a word or two omitted. The translation 
is as literal as possible. 


( Sd. ) J. A. 



enclosure 1 in 
ttoe President's 
Minute. 
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Translation 


of a letter from the Rajah of Perak to Aiming Packdi 
-Juta Minister of tin- Chow J ’ya of Ligore. 

( After many Compliment--.) 

With respect to the Country ot Perak which h;w, 
for many years past, been tributary to Siam, anil has 
sent the Boonga Mas dan Perak (Cold and Silver 
Flower) the great King of Siam has been pleased, of his 
favor, to place it under the superintendence of the Chow 
Pya of Ligore. and myself, the Rajah Mooda. Rajah 
Bandahara and all the Ministers in Perak are very 
happy that the Country is under the control of the 
Chow Pya of Tagore, we retaining the executive 
administration of the Country. 

Perak is quite unconnected with Saiengore. but 
when the Chow Pya of Ligore sent Che Hat with prows 
to return the Rajah Bandahara. and to convey the Tin 
which accompanied the Boonga Mas. and some other 
Tin as an offering from us all, which was to be for- 
warded to the (.’how Pya of Ligore, together with a 
small quantify of Tin belonging to the different. 

♦ tor Pangulus of* Prows, wliieh they had themselves pur- 

chased, as my brother the Rajah Jvcehil Mooda and 
the Orang Kay a besar well knows : jitst as Che Hat 
was about to quit Perak, and retain to Quedali. the 
Rajali of Saiengore arrived, accompanied by the Rajah 
Mooda and Rajah Hussein, with a force of Armed 
Prows, -mil attacked the Prows belonging to Che Hat 
and the other Pangulus who were on the point of 
returning to Quedali. 

I and all my family and attendants fled and went to 
reticle up the River, and Che Hat with all liis people also 
fled and escaped across the Country to Quedali. After- 
wards the Rajah of Saiengore by force established Rajah 
Hassan at Kwala Bedor. and the Perak people who 
wished to go and purchase Salt and other Articles, lie 
would not permit to pass. 
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Rajah Hassan lias committed many acts ot ojv- 
pression upon the Ryots ot the Perak Country who are 
in very great distress. I have frequently entreated an 
Armament, but it has not yet pleased the < 'how 
Pya to send it. I now send my Brother the liajah 
Keehil Alooda, the Orang Kaya besar, Sri Paduka and 
Maharajah Selea to present themselves before the 
Chow Pya of hi go re. tor the purpose of communicating 
to him every thing relating to the Government of the 
Perak Country, to explain all circumstances, and. 
also to request a Siamese Armament to be sent here for 
the purpose of settling every thing decidedly in order 
that the Ryots may enjoy tranquillity and comfort. 

Further, this year, at the proper season, tile 
Boonga Mas dan Perak must be sent to the Capital ; 
but there is a great want of Prows to convey it. 
When my brother Rajah Mooda Keehil and the Orang 
Kaya besar are about to ret urn. 1 request that Prows 
may be sent to receive the Boonga Alas dan Perak, 
and the offerings to be sent to the Capital. 

Dated 27th of-Iem:id-ul-awal(-lanry.) Monday 1210. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) -IOHN AXDKRSON 

Malay Transr. to Go'.t. 

Penang 

the ti -lime 182b. 
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Enclosure 3 in 
the Prosldent’s 
Minute. 


Translation 

of a Statement purporting to be Irom the Ra jah Kechil 
Moocla. Orang Kaya besar. Sri Lela I ’ad n lea. Mahara ja 
Selia and Paduka Sri Kara, Chiefs of the Perak Coun- 
try, to Aluang Paekdi Juta. Minister of the Clow Pya 
of Li gore. 

We the Rajah Keehil Mooda. Orang Ka\a Le.-ar. 
Sii Lela Paduka. Maharajah Selia. and Paduka Sri 
Nara. Chief's of Perak, beg to acquaint Aluang Paekdi 
Juta, and respectfully lequest him to inform the Chow 
Pya of Ligore. that we have been directed to present 
ourselves before the Chow Pya. for the purpose of 
communicating all circumstances respecting Perak and 
Salengore. and the former differences. 

The boundary between Perak and Salengore is the 
River Burnani. In the time of * Morhum Bongsu , the 
(Grandfather of the King who now governs the Perak 
Country, the place called Rantan Panjang ( Long reach) 
was established. When the present Rajah of Salengore 
came and attacked the Country formerly, the Morhum 
Bongsu and all the Chiefs fled, and took up their re- 
sidence further up the River, establishing themselves 
at Kwala Trus, a little beyond Rantan Panjang. 

The Salengore Armament attempted to push up. 
but was prevented, and the Rajah of Salengore was not 
permitted to have an interview with the King of Perak 
and Chiefs ot the Country. The Rajah of Salengore re- 
turned to his own Country. About a year after this. 
Morhum Bongsu died, and all the Chiefs assembled and 
raised his Son to the throne. This was f Morhum. 
,/emalula ; about 3 mouths after his accession, a letter 
was received from the Rajah of Salengore. requesting 
some territory in Perak, from Kwala Trus as far as 
the River Perak, saying it belonged to him, and that 
he had taken it by force of arms. 

* This was Sultan Mahomed Tawse Udeen or Tujudin. 

Morhum Bongsu is his designation after death, 
f This was Sultan Mansur Shah. 
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The Morhum Jemalula replied to the letter that 
nobody had given that territory to the Rajah of 
Salengore, nor had the Rajah of Salengore met and 
consulted with the Chiefs ot Perak upon the subject. 
The Rajah of Salengore was very angry, and prepared 
an armament to attack Perak again. Morlmm -Jema- 
lula fortified at Kota Liumit, and when the Salengore 
fleet arrived and attacked Kota Luiuut. they did not 
gain any advantage. 

The Sideugor? armament having liven beaten off 
for a time, retreated to Kwala Bidor, and the}' several 
times returned and renewed the attack on Kota humid, 
but never succeeded in their attemjits. While these 
proceedings were going on. t lie Rajah of Salengore 
made overtures cf settling the matter by negoeiation. 
At last he said " do not let us tight any mure, the 
territory from Kwala llidor to Kwala Perak is enough 
for me." Morhum Jemalula replied that the Ministers 
of Perak were not even disposed to give him the 
limited territory requested by the Rajah of Salengore. 
who again replied to the Rajah of Perak, "if you are 
" not satisfied, let us enquire the custom amongst the 
" Chiefs of some other Countries, and how matters of 
” this sort are adjusted, in order that we may conform 
*' to the same nsige : Tin-} accordingly exchanged 

Hiigageineiits to t hi- effect, and promised that in the 
course ot ; > months they would ascertain from some 
other Rajahs the eiistuiu as before noticed. The 
Salengore Armament then quitted the Perak Country. 
Two (bins were given to the Rajah of Perak at the 
same time. 

Many year- afterwards, orders were received from 
the great King of Siam, directing the Rajah of Quedali 
to prepare an aimament and attack Perak, and Perak 
was conquered. .Ytrer this, the Rajah of Salengore 
sent a demand to the Rajah of Perak for the price of 
the two (bills ( uOU Dollars ) and His Majesty paid the 
.sum in question, and settled the price in the pre--w.ee 
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of the Data Baudahara. the Datu Laxamana. and the 
Chiefs of the Quedah Country who were there ar, 
the time : the discussion relative to the territory 
was dropped. 

Not long after this Morlium .Jemal it la died, and 
Rajah Abdullah his Son ascended the throne and took 
charge of the affairs of Government. About a year 
after his accession, the Rajah Mooda Son of the Rajah 
of Salengore entered Perak, and had a meeting with 
Rajah Abdullah, who had become King of Perak, lb- 
had nothing to communicate, but remained about a 
month at Perak, when theie arrived tour Chief' from 
Salengore. named To Aran. To Pengawa, To -ieram 
and Pauglima Barnaul, bringing a letter demanding 
the territory as before mentioned. 

The Rajah of Perak replied •• when the Quedah 
" armament was formerly here, why did you not claim 
" the territory then ; now the Perak Country has be- 
*• come tributary to the great King of Siam, and if you 
•• have any claims, let us go to Siam and refer it." 
The four Chiefs of Salengore above named replied 
" the Rajahs of Perak and Salengore are like brothers, 
if we proceed to Siam, it will look as if they were 
-• disputing, and such a Mission would be attended 
■■ with much difficulty and loss ; it would also tend to 
'• destroy confidence and excite jealousy between the 
•• Rajahs of Perak and Salengore. If the Rajah of 
*• Perak is disposed to listen to our advice, let him 
• pay 30 Bahars of Tin.” The Rajah .Mood a of 
Salengore sanctioned this proposal. Kpon considera- 
tion. the Rajah of Perak also consented to it ; because 
it was not worth while to excite a difference between 
Brothers for a little. He accordingly paid 30 Bahars 
of Tin. which was received by the Rajah Mooda of 
Salengore and the t Chiefs above named, and the 
matter was settled ; upon which the Rajah Mooda and 
the t Chiefs returned to Salengore. 

it was not long subsequent to this, that accounts 
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were received of the Chow Pya s armament having* 
come to Quedah, and of the Rajah of Quedali > having 
fled to Pulo Penang, to reside there. At the same 
time the Rajah of Perak received a letter from the. 
Chow Pya of Ligore, directing the transmission of the 
Boonga Mas dan Perak. The Rajah of Perak prepared 
if, and ordered the Rajah Bandaliara. Tuanko Ja-hiya, 
Sri Adeku Rajah To Peggah, Maharaja Addenda, and 
Rajah Ahmnt to convey it across the Country to 
embark in prows at Trong. and from thence to Quedah 
to the Chow Pya of Ligore. The- Chow Pya of Ligore 
received the Boonga Mas dan Perak, but the presents 
and offerings which should have accompanied it could 
not be brought. 

The Chow Pya of Tagore prepared the Boonga 
Mas dan Perak with suitable accompaniments uf 
presents instead of those which should have been 
brought from Perak, and transmitted them to the 
Capital. When the Rajah Bandaliara and the Darns 
and Chiefs of Perak, who conveyed the Boonga Mas 
dan Perak, were ready to return from Quedah. the 
Chow Pya of Ligore sent 10 Prows with Arms large 
and small, and otherwise properly equipped, in order 
to convey the Rajah Bandaliara to Perak, and he re- 
quested permission to pass through the Straits ot I’ulo 
Penang: the former Governor of Pulo Penang granted 
permission and sent two Cruizers to the Kwala Mooda 
to receive the Prows, and accompany them :i' far as 
Pulo Kra. 

When the Rajah Bandaliara and all tile Chiefs in 
Perak prepared Tin as an offering to the exient ot 52 
Bahai's : a further quantity of 75 Bahars in lieuof the 
presents which should have accompanied the Boonga 
Mas, (and which were supplied by the Rajah of Ligore,) 
also a quantity of Tin belonging to the Xaekodahs ot the 
vessels, which they had purchased at Perak, to the 
extent of 78 Bahars — in all 205 Bahars. and the Prows 
were about to return to Quedah, the Rajah of Salengore, 


[ - -A ] 


Kaiiili Alooda. and Rajah i las.san with a fleet of Prow* 
came anil attacked and plundered tile Prows brought 
by Che Hat. and tile Panglimas of distinction, who 
were sent to accompany the Rajah Randahara on his 
leturn. without any cause, and all the Prows. &c. fell 
into the hands of the Rajah of Salengure. 

The Rajah of IVrak and tin- Rajah Randahara 
ascended the River, and all the people who accompanied 
the Rajah Randahara returned across the Cuuntrv to 
(juedah. The Rajah ot Sulengore then stationed hi' 
Nephew Rajah Hawaii at Kwala Ridor in the Perak 
Country who exacts all the duties by force, for hi' 
own beneiit. and prohibits trading vessels and the 
people ot the Country from passing up and down to 
buy and sell at the Town where the Rajah of Perak 
resides, by which all the Ryots are involved in much 
di'tre's. 


Wherefore the Rajah of Perak 
has sent us the Rajah Ivechil 
Mnoda. Orang Kaya be'ar, Sri 
Lola Padttka. .Maharaja Selin, ami 
Puduka Sri Xara. Chiefs of Perak 
to represent to the Chow J’ya ot 
l.igore, the distresses of the Perak 
Count ry, tintl to iv<|UC't a Siamese 
Arnuuueiit to be sent to settle 
evert thing at Perak, according to 
the custom of countries that an* 
tributary. 'O that we and all the 
Ryot- of the Perak Count n unit 
live with east' and tram piillit \ . 
Such i' our representation. I kited 
21) Shaban. April. 



Chop 

of 

* hung Kaya ■' 
be'ar. / 


A True Trun.'kti ion 


( Signed ) -lOlIX ANDKRSON. 

Malay Transr. to Covt, 


T’lie b -June lc>2">. 



NOTH. 


The Paper, of which the foregoing is a translation, 
bears the Chops of only two of the o I’erak Chiefs 
named. It is evidently fabricated by the Siamese, 
■w ith the aid of some of the Perak Chiefs mentioned, 
who are still at Onedah. There are several words ill 
the letter which are scarcely known to the generality 
of Malays, and it i< easy to discover from the style 
altogether t hat the Paper is not the genuine production 
of the Perak Chief'. The hand writ ing is familiar to 
me, and nn Native \\ liter sa\> ir is that of Che Hat. 
the person .alluded to in this paper, and who is one of 
the Kn\ o\ s now here. In the course of conversation 
at (h.vernment House \ e'tenlay, he admitted that the 
representation had been w ritten by the I’erak Chiefs 
at l.igore, 

I Signed ) -J. A. 



Enclosure 4 In 
the President's 
Minute. 


[ ] 

Translation 

of a letter from (’how l\a of Figure to the Honorable 
the (governor of T’ulo Penang. 

( After ( ‘ompliment'.) 

Wi t ]i lC'peet to tlie Kngli'h having attack'd 
Ava. t!ie great King of Siam is extremely d'lightod. fir 
there lias never, from the remotest time-;, been a go >1 
understate ling between Ava and Siam : he is anxious 
to hear tin.* tr-ws. and to h.* inform'd of all particulars 
with res|i*rt to tin- War. how matters stand. hoW 
ttiany Towns in Ava haw been taken Ao. 1 there- 
fore request my friend to write and inform mo of 
these particular-;. in order that 1 may forward the 
intelligence to the Capital. 

Further. I .'end Aiming War Akani. a Siamese 
from the Capital. Aiming I’irhei I’eluppo. Koon Aksorti. 
Che Hat. and Che Solyman, t u look for muskets for 
my ehildivn to play with. I 'poke to Mr. Maingy 
about these Muskets. They also wish to puivliasn 
some other goods wliieli are required to some extent. 

I therefore request that my friend will permit them K> 
make piiivha~es agreeably to what is mentioned in 
this letter: do not let them experience any difficulty. 

Further. 1 wish the ] pie who are now sent, to 

be aeipiainted with my friend : 1 therefore request 
That Aiming Wat Akani. Aiming I’iehei Peluppy. (soon 
Ak'orn. Che Hat and Che S ilyman may have ;m 
interview with my friend, in order that intercourse, 
may be easy, and t hat friendship may be maintained. 

Dated Thursday Nth Shawal 1 2 10 or 2d. .1 mm 

1 s2.A 

A True Translation 

( Signed) .KHIX AXDKKSON 

Malay Traiisr. to Co\ t. 

Penang 

Tilt June I si2b. 
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Translation 

of a letter from the Chow i’va of Liwora to the Malay 
Translator to (I'overimnmt. 

( After Compliment--.) 

(This letter is praef ioally a duplicate of Hnelo'inv 
Xo. J*. addressed to tin* Covm uor of J’ulo Pcnaiis - . It 
is therefore not copied here.) 



Enclosure 6 in 
■the President’s 
Minute. 
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TV TH1-: I’AJA H OF LKiOUl-:. 


I ]i:i\v received } our Highness's letter dated 1 7t-l ! 
of 7th Month War Fowl -out by tin- hand' of your 
liiivoy- Aiming Wat Akani. Aiming Fichei iVhippo. 
Koon Alv-orn. (Tie Hat and (Tie .Solyman. and it lx - 
come-' my duty to reply to tlte-e letters in tie.' piaiti and 
simple language of truth, rather than of u-ele-.- eom-te'V 
and idle com]>liinent. 

Fcir the last fom-ieai', ever since you took posse — 
sion of (,fiiedah. your profe."iou~ of friend'll ip to Mr. 
ITullip' my Predecessor and myself liave been un- 
bounded. Those profe'sVns have been met by u> botli 
with sincerity. The War between the British and tin: 
Unrmose. the natural and lone- continued enemies of the 
Siamese, led me to cultivate with redoubled anxiety 
the friendship of the Siante-e Chiefs in tlii' neighbour- 
hood. and of whom your Highness is the principal. 
It was my desire to open with you such an intercourse 
as would enable me to communicate occasionally the 
progress of the War and to explain all matters con- 
nected with the mutual interests of the British and 
.Siamese on this side of t he Peninsula, and to obtain 
from you such assistance in respect to Boats and 
Carriage as your Highness might be disposed to give 
in prosecution of the W ar. 

It was with this view that Ideutt. bow was sent to 
you by my predecessor, and Captain Burney by im self. 
Instead of receiving tho-e Ccntleinen, as vour Knvovs 
were received here, you refused them permission to 
cross the Country to Ligurc. \ on promised indeed 
to meet the latter Centleman at (Juedali. and sure 
enough you have arrived there, but in what a guise, 
not a' a Chief come on friendly terms with a re- 
tinue only adequate to \nur rank and station, but 
aeeompanied by 3(m Prows. the most of them armed 
with ('tins, by many thousand men accompanied 
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by Chiefs from Mardelong Sangora and other places 
each with their quota of Troops. You are come at 
the head of an Armament which can leave no doubt on 
the minds of any reasonable man that some hostile 
1'lnterprize is in your view. You have professed your 
readiness and desire to cooperate with the British 
against the Burmahs ; the Emperor of Siam has made 
the same professions. The Prali Ivlang has stated 
that an Army has been sent to aid the British force. 

\\ e must judge of men's minds by their actions, and 
not by their words, and how am I to reconcile your 
actions and professions? The Burmahs have been in 
possession of the Coast of Tenasserim for fifty years, 
they plundered Junk Ceylon only in 1810. they carried 
on their plunder and devastation down to the neigh- 
bourhood of Poongali. The British Troops have taken 
Mergui. Tavoy and Tenasserim, they have placed 
themselves between you and the Burmahs, relieved the 
States of Rindong Poongah and your own from all 
alarm, and instead of assisting the British according 
to your professions, your first act is to collect the 
Military resources of those very States, and come 
down in hostile array against a Bi-itish Settlement, to 
the Covernor of which you are making daily protesta- 
tions of friendship and regard. What has my friend 
to answer to this ? 

In respect to what your Highness writes of the 
affairs of Perak and Salengore, it is necessary to bring 
past circumstances to the recollection of your 
Highness. The British Goveniment occupied this 
Island for the purposes of trade, extension of their 
territory has never been their object, nor have they 
wished or desired to intermeddle with the disputes of 
their neighbours. It is not their wish to do so now, 
further than indispensably necessary for their own 
security. Following this forbearing course, you have 
been allowed to expel the King of Quedah, an old friend 
of the English, and to occupy his countiy. You have 
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been allowed to impose upon Perak feudatory va—a- 
lage and to cause them to transmit the Booriga Mas 
which was never done before. Tlio-e were not 
.Siamese but ancient independent Malay States, and 
now you intimate a desire to send I ’rows to Salenyoro. 
My friend where is this to end? The Briri-h Govern- 
ment have Settlements South uf Sah-nyore. and it is 
not considered consistent with their security to allow 
an Armed force to possess themselves of that Count cy 
and therefore I must caution you against any attempt 
of that kind, because it may probably create dissontion 
between the British and the Siamese Government. 
As to my allow in" any Armed Prows to pass between 
this Island and the main land, the thing cannot bo 
done, it one State allows a free pa-sage of hostile 
Armaments through its Territory to attack a third 
State it is always considered an act of ho-tility. We 
are on friendly terms with the Rajah of Salenyore. !. 
cannot grant a pas-age and facilitate an attack upon 
r, friend. With respect to all disputes. I will write to 
tiie ilajah of Salengore and obtain his explanation on 
the subject, and let you know the result. When 
disputes arise between neighbouring States, they are 
best settled by the mediation of a common friend. 

Your Highness writes me not to attend to the 
reports brought by Malay-, Chinese and other ill di-:- 
i.o-ed persons. L tell your iliylme— in reply, as 1 
have said already, that I judy'e not from word- who h 
are deceitful tilings, hut from fact- known to mvsl. 
i know very W'-Il you hue • at lea-r d'ln Arm -d IV^/.vs 
at Gueilah. i know al-o tliat Crow- w ith Guns amt 
Armed men in them are no: required lor the peaceable 
purpo-es of trade : it is only for that purpose that vour 
Crews can have any business here, and if an v such 
come towards this t-land armeil as above. [ nm-t con- 
sider they come with lm-tiic intent, and -hull treat 
diem accordingly. 

I our Highness says you will send no Prows South 
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of Quedali without informing me, so far your promise 
is satisfactory : but I expect also that you will semi no 
Troops near the Company's Territory, where they have, 
never been posted before, they cannot be wanted there, 
as yon know very well we have never hail any inten- 
tion of attacking you. and if Troops appear in that 
direction. I conclude they come with hostile intent, 
and shall act accordingly. 

i beg youi 1 Highness to recollect that the first 
aggressor is not he that strikes in his own defence, 
but lie that comes to make the attack, and your High- 
ness will keep in mind, that it is you that have lifted 
out and armed 300 Prows, and brought them near us 
we did not come to you. This is hut a small Island 
but it is a part of a great Empire, and Ligore belongs 
to the Emperor of Siam. It is not here therefore, it is 
not between the Governor of Penang and the llajah of 
Ligore. but in another place that tho battle must bo 
fought. A* Dependents of great Kingdoms, it is your 
duty, as well as mine, (o avoid giving just cause of" 
hostility. 

Your profes-ions of peace and friendship are 
strong, if you wish them to be believed, your mode of 
proceeding i« very plain ; P is a< clear as the sun at 

noon day end away your floats, dismiss the Malays 

whom you have pressed, dismiss the Troops you have 
< oiled ed. let your actions be in conformity wifh your 
word-:. and when you have don ■ all this, but not before, 
i will believe your profession- ; until that is done no 
faith can he reposed in any protestation, and tho 
sending of Envoys to repeat them will he in vain. 

This letter contains many things which will not 
he pleasing to your Highness. It is nor such a letter 
as 1 have heeu accustomed to write to you, but in 
serious affairs it, is our custom to write seriously and 
with sincerity and truth. In writing this letter 1 have 
performed a painful duty and 1 conclude by assuring 
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von. that then- h nothing- I so earnestly de-ire a? to 
remain at peace with your Highness, and that nothing 
hut necessity will induce me to act with hostility, and 
it by persevering in your present line of conduct you 
render such inevitable. 1 have done my duty, and be 
the consequences on your own head. 

Respecting the war with the Biinnah-. 1 have to 
acquaint your Highness that General Campbell ha? 
marched from Rangoon to 1 ’route wittli S.ooo men : 
that the Country of RasSeiu has been taken possession 
of; that General Morrison having subdued Arracau 
has proceeded with his Army of 12, OdU men to join 
General Campbell at Prome. Ten thousand men 
( European Soldiers ) are arrived at Rangoon, and will 
join the rest to go against Ummerapoora. and the 
great Powers in England having heard of the War 
with the Burmahs, has directed 2U.000 select European 
Troops to be sent. out. which may be expected bv the 
Ships which arrive from England at this season of the 
year at Bengal Madras and Bombay. Other minor 
particulars relative to the War have been made known 
to your Envoys. 

(Signed) R. I'ULLKRTOX 
Governor. 


fth June 182-5. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 10 June 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- ' 

"Tunpaqtd . 01 R LAI) the followin';' Information of a Malay man. 

relative to the Proceedings of the Siamese at Quedah. 
submitted l>y the Malay Translator to Oovernment. 

Information Of INFORMATION of SANT LL a Malay lad. inlia- 
santu, a Malay 0 f Province Wellesley, his family residing at 

man, A Juno 

1325. Sungei Tumhu-.. 

Went to Quedah about two months ago to pur- 
chase Rice : on the arrival of the Rajah of Ligore he 
was forced to enter into His Highness's service as a 
Soldier. He was afraid, and not liking the duty, he 
got a small Canoe from a friend of his, and escaped at 
night. On his way here he fell in with one of Mr. 
Maingy's row boats, which brought him up to Town 
this morning to the Malay Translator. 

Santu reports that there were about 110 Prows in 
the Quedah River, on Friday night last he saw a great 
number more Prows enter the River, at least 200 in 
his opinion. These Prows proceeded at once up the 
River to Allustar. He understood that 300 Elephants 
had arrived from Ligore. and remained some distance 
above Quedah. The Siamese were daily collecting all 
the Malays from all parts of the Country. 

The Siamese are constructing a very large Stock- 
ade at a place vailed (luroon, at the source of the small 
river Jan on the Northern side of the Mountain 
Jerei, or nearly half distance between Quedah and 
Penang. There are 800 men busily employed on this 
stockade. 

They are constructing another Stockade up the 
Kwala Mooda about a day’s journey from the Mouth of 
the River. Here there are only about 200 men 
employed. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malav Translator. 


4th June 1S25. 
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Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. IOI, 
{unpaged ). 


FORT CORNWALLIS The 10 Juno 182:.. 


RAJAH of PERAK. 


Rajah of Perak 
1 June 1825. 


Translation 

of a Letter from the Kino of Perak to the 
Robert Fullerton Covernor of Polo Penang. 


Rouble. 


( After Compliments.) 

I tin 1 v received the letter which ray friend suit 
liv Sovelin. with grea r respect and plea" lire. I 
perused it and fully oompiehend the contents. My 
friend aeijuaints me of his having assumed eharge 
of the Covermnent of Pulo Penang and its Depen- 
dencies. This is extremely satisfactory. 

3Iy friend expresses his desire to ]. reserve a good 
understanding between the two Countries, and to 
continue the friendly intercour'e which has long 
subsisted. I am very much pleas'd with this : formerly 
it was as seated by my friend, but at present Perak 
is under the Covernment of the Siamese which 
prevent' me daring to express any wish of my heart 
to my friend, tor it might pO"ibly give offence to 
the King of Siam. 

J am therefore afraid to propose anything upon 
any subject at present, for 1 am a poor man : my 
friend's better understanding will enable him to con- 
sider how a friendly intercourse between Perak and 
Pulo Penang may best be promoted, and how friend- 
ship mav be increased. Dated 11th l’aj.up. 

A True Translation 


(Signed) 


Penang 

1st June lS2o. 


JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Cuvt. 


NO 1 11. The letter to which this is a rejJv was 
a Circular from the Rouble. Hie Covernor announcing 
his arrival. 
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FORT WILLIAM 10th .lime 1825. 


To the Resident at Singapore. 

To J. CRAWFORD Esqr. 

Resident at Singapore. 

Sir, 

J am directed, to acknowledge the ree-opt of your 
letter.' dated 20th and dOth April. forwarding Copies 
of your correspondence ■with the Siamese Minister on 
the subject of the promised co-operation of that nation 
vitli the British Government in the war again 't th i 
state of Ava. 

2. The Governor General in Council desires me 
to state that experieneij has shewn the Siamese pro- 
mises of co-operation. to he wholly delusive. The only 
Armaments wliieli they have prepared have acted in an 
unfriendly manner and proved a source of embarrass- 
ment to us. as the accompanying Copies of dispatches "*■ 
from the ( ttlieei.s commanding at Mergui and Tavoy 
will fully apprize you. An Army made its appearance 
for a short time in the Martaban di'trict ( after it had 
been conquered by our Arms ) commanded bv som>- of 
the Talien Chiefs: but events clearly evinced that 
those Chiefs were intent only on the prosecution .if 
their own personal views, and finding these were not; 
likely to he gained through our interposition, they 
suddenly retired in March last. 

d. His Lordship in Council farther observes that, 
the time lias long passed when Siamese co-operation 
could have been of any value to us. even had that 
Government been disposed to exert itself cordially 
against the common Enemy, It is desirable, therefore, 
that all solicitations for the assistance of the Court of 
Siam in the Bunnan War. should cease, but. Govern- 
ment of course sanctions the steps which you have 



already taken fur that purpose. under your former 
in-itrnrtions? includin'; the pre-ent of lira" ( >rd nance 
now reported. 

I. I am di rented to take till.- iippnrt iinity of 
transmit I inj; io toll. Copy of an important di-pateh from 
the ( iovernor ( General in Conned, to the Cnvemmeiit of 
’ Sec Factory t Vince of Wales Inland, dated loth M ay* and of tin* 

Records straits, provisional instruction' ' and letters'* furnished to 

Settlements- 

voi. 102. Captain llurney. in contemplation of hi' proceeding as 
an Envoy trom the lli<rht Honorable the Coventor 
General to His Majesty the Kin<r of Siam. 

1 have ike 

( Signed ill. SWIXTON 

Secretary to Covt. 

I’OKT WILLIAM 

j'tfh -I tine ! 6'2o. 
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Bengal Secret l'( ) ItT WILLIAM 1 / til Julie 1825. 

and Political 

Consultations, — 

Vol. 331. 


Information of Shimyep or Sihimyen a Chinese 
man of tlie Tribe Chonk, Prisoner in the House of 
Correction. 


Informant is by Trade a Goldsmith, and has been 
for some time employed of a master Goldsmith, a 
Macao Chinese named Hinneoo of the Tribe Cheong. 
tvlio lives near the market place in George Town. 
Whilst in this man’s employ about eight (8) months 
ago. Informant was invited to join a Hungsee or Club 
to which his Master belonged, the head man or 
manager of which is the Chinese Watchmaker Appoo. 
All persons joining the Club were obliged to do so 
under an oath that they would when required, or in 
any public commotion join the members thereof. This 
Club is termed the Ghe chin, and is very numerous. 
Informant understood that they had stores of spears 
and other Weapons which were deposited in different 
places — some he heard were kept, in the House or 
Premises of the Arrack Farmer. On joining each 
member pays five (5) Dollars entrance money, and 
takes the aforesaid oath. 

Not having the means oi paying the entrance 
Money, and not wishing to take the oath prescribed 
Informant never joined the Club. 

The Macao Chinese have two (2) other Clubs of 
this kind in George Town, one of which is called the 
Hoo Sing, and the other the Hy San — and held one 
near Ujong Passir, and the other in the Prangin 
Hoads. Following is a hist of the Head men, or 
managers of these Clubs and places they are held in. 
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Places 

Managers 

Occupation. 

Ghe chin 

Church 1 

Street J 

Boon ) 
Appoo i 

Watch I 
Maker ) 

Hoo 

1 

Hjong 1 

Hoh 1 

Shop ) 

Sing 

) 

Passer j 

Hew j 

Keeper ) 

Hy 

> 

Prangin ) 

Loh i 

Shop ) 

San 

) 

Roads ) 

Allak j 

Keeper ) 


Informant has heard that Achong Lowe Ammee’s 
8on is a member of both the Hy Sing and Hy San 
Clubs, and that when he lately went from here to 
Ligore, he was desired to communicate to the Siamese, 
that there were but few People now at Penang, and 
that it was a good opportunity for attacking it if the 
Siamese were inclined to do so — upon being asked 
who informed this V he gives no direct answer and 
only says he heard so. 

( Signed ) It. CAUXTER. 

There are seven ( 7 ) or eight ( 8 ) Chinese 
Clubs ( or Hooevs ) in this Island, some of which 
have been established several years. The avowed 
object of these institutions is the relief of indigent 
Brethren, and particularly to defray in a decent mnn- 
ner the funeral expences of members dying without 
that means. Owing to the propensity of the Chinese 
to conspiracies, these Honeys are I understand strictly 
forbidden in China. Here they are formed chiefly, if 
not solely, among what are termed the Canton or 
Macao Chinese, of whom there may he about three 
thousand ( 3,000 ) in this Island. The Chinehoo 
Chinese may, if they please, become members of these 
associations, and some of the Chinchoos are said to 
belong to them, but they are chiefly composed of the 
Canton Chinese, between whom and the Chinchoqs 
great jealousy and often hostility prevails. 
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When the Rajah of Ligore was afc Keclah about 
Two and a half (2^) or three (3) years ago, he carried 
on a good deal of secret correspondence with the 
Canton or Macao Chinese of this Place, got numbers 
of them to go in some -I links he equipped, and sent 
them to cruize to the Northward of and about Junk 
Ceylon where they were reported, and I believe with 
some truth, to have committed atrocious acts of 
Piracy. 

The informant Clioah Shiniyep is a Chinehoo 
Chinese. 


(Signed) H. CAIJXTKU. 
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been wrested from them. We -hall direct a copy of 
this letter to be trauMuitted to rile Resident at Sing- 
apore. who will also be instructed to make such com- 
munication to the Siame~e. as may appear expedient, 
regulating his conduct in that lV'pect by the views 
and sentiments which you may entertain on this point, 
and which we request ym will be pleaded to intimate 
to him as soon as may be convenient. 

We have &ca. 

(Signed) AMHERST 
( .. ) -1. EEXDALL 

Fort William 
12th Alar, h W21. 

A true Copy 

(ieo. Swinton 

Secy, to iht' Govt. 
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FORT WILLIAM 21st May 1824. 


( Extracts) 

To (L Swinton Esq. 

Secy. to the ( i ovt. FORT WILLIAM 

Fir. 


The objects of the Lurman Embas-y to the Court 
of Cochin China, was to form an Offensive Alliance for 
rhe Conquest and entire subjugation of the kingdom 
of Siam which is called by the Eunnan Court without 
liesitation a rebel Province. In this View a total 
failure has attended the MisMon. The Members of it. 
were not permitted to come to the Court at all and 
never proceeded further than Saigon where they 
appear to have lv-n detained above nine months. 

The Court of Cochin China on this occasion, not 
only declined to enter into an offensive Alliance 
against the Siamese, but shewed a strong reluctance 
to maintain any close intercourse whatever with the 
Runnan nation deeming the connexion to be one which 
promised no benefit to either party. 

**•*#*• 

r fhe English Vessel Marianna returned from Siam 
on the hist of last month making a successful adven- 
ture and receiving on the part of the Siamese Govern- 
ment a treatment more fair and liberal than had 
hitherto been experienced by an European or 
American vessel. The adventurers arc in consequence 
of this favorable disposition now preparing for a 
second voyage. 
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Ity till-, opportunity. I have had the honor to 
receive favorable replies to the letters addressed to hi- 
Hi “hue" the 1 Vince lvrom Chiat. and the Siamese 
Miid-tei on the ft h ot Septr. last. Xo observation 
ha- been made upon the letter of (iovt. transmitted 
at the '.ame time, hut its receipt is acknowledged be a 
present ot Hhide Wood for the Uiyiit Tlonhle. tin* 
(!uvr. held, in return tor the •rifts which were trans- 
mitted. from this place. And the silence of the 
Siame-e Court may fairly be viewed a~ an acipue-cenee 
in the remonstrance which it contained. 

1 have Aca. 

( Smiled ) -!. CJIAWTUKO 

best. 

Singapore 
22d April 1 | . 
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FORT WILLIAM 21st May 1821. 


An Account of the late Mission from the Court of 
Ava to that of Cochin China. Extracted from the 
Notes of One ot the Members of the Mission. 22 
April 1 s2 L 


» -V * i 

They ( the Ambassadors ) observed that they did 
not consider the intercom. -e between the Harmans 
and Cochin Chinese a nutter of any difficulty since 
tlm one was in possession of the Northern and the 
other of the .Southern extremity of the great River of 
Camfoja and if the Siamese who occupied the centre, 
were conquered every difficulty would be removed and 
an e;i'y intercourse carried on 

Tim Ambassadors insisted that the Siamese were 
labels, having been frequently conquered by the 
Ihmiiai.s and that their subjugation was a point on 
which Lis present Barman's Majesty was resolved. 


dune 20th [ 1 S 2 • j j . The Cambojians on this 
occasion expressed much dislike of the Siamese, but 
the Barman Ambassadors tho’ thro' dislike feigned to 
please the Cochin Chinese as he was convinced that 
the Cambojians are at present much more oppressed 
than they were under the Siamese Covt. 

-Tune Sfith The Oovr. (ienl. asked the Burmans 

whether they were in earnest when they said they 
intended to make war on the .Siamese and he added 
that in his opinion there must also be a war between 
the Engli-h and Siamese on account of the Raja of 
( >ueda and the Seizure of his Country. The first Member 
of the Mission replied that he had heard nothing of a 
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•* ? this. 


war between the Siamese and En^lMi during his 
re.-idenoe at Prince Wales 1-knd. 

*■ 

July TOtli T'iie ambassadors al-> dwell on the 

circumstance ot having- the Kino nf Queda ;n an 
ally and the facilities which the Kino ,,f Ava had for 
laising a Naval force lor the purpose of laying wa-te 
the Sea Coast of the Siamese Territory on account of 
the number of Seafaring Strangers iv.-iding in his 
Territories. Tim Secretary replied with Candour. He 
said that His Excellency the Cut. Ct-til. was 
well acquainted with the Humber.' of the Siamese 
forces, their discipline and the Siamese mode of con- 
ducting war but he was perfectly ignorant of the nature 
of the Kurman Army and iheit- habits of warfare. 


His Exoellein-v asked whether it was probable 
there would be war between the English and Siamese 
on account ot the protection wlic-h the former gave to 
the King of Queda under pretence that he was their 
ally, while in fact lie was a Subject and Tributary ot 
Siam. The 1st Minister replied that the English were 
too powerful a people for the Siamese to attempt any 
thing against. His Excellency said that lie supposed 
the English had an eye cn Junk Ceylon. Pulo Sada, 
Qaeda, and Perak, which would render Penang the 
centre of a large trade and that the Malay Peninsula 
was now necessary to support Penang as she had lost, 
the trade of the Eastern Countries thro’ the means of 
Singapore. The 1st Member of the Mission answered 
that thro'* might probably be the case for that the. 
English were great Politicians that they did nothing 
without a reason and would never make war on the 
Siamese unless the latter were aggressors but that 
they neiei put up with insults . . . Today they were 
informed of the arrival of the Aunt of the King of 
famboja. This Lady was the wife of a Siamese Prince 
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who after his death aiul having no Children by him 
retired to her own Country. 

She expressed a wish to have some conversation 
with the Siamese Interpreter to the Ihirman Mission 
and he went accordingly : this affair was misrepresented 
to the Covr. and in consequence Ong Bole the 
Guardian of the Mission was severely reprimanded. 
An old Mandarin of inferior rank attached to the, 
[Mission was punished hy the Wooden Collar, and 
Antonio the Portuguese Jnterpreter received blows. 

Octr. dlst - - - The [Mission about this time 
received Intelligence that the Siamese Govt, having 
come to the knowledge of the Correspondence which 
is carrying on between Ava and Cochin China had 
begun to fortify the City of Bangkok and had doubled 
the chain or bomb which cro'-es the river Menam. 
1*1 veil the Chinese inhabitants who are not usually 
called upon on such occasions were employed upon 
this work. 

* \ !r 
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Notes respecting the Conquest of the Burman 
Province of Tavoy and Meruui. lb April 1*21. 


(Extracts,.' The Frovinces of Tavoy and Mergui formed a 

portion of the Siamese Territory until conquered 
between 40 or -50 years ago by the Burmans. The in- 
habitants are however neither Burmans nor Siamese 
but a peculiar race with a language of their own. 
They are called by the brauiese Meng — - 


It is with much difficulty that the Burmans are 
able to maintain those 2 Provinces, even against 
the feeble attacks of the Siamese. In fact they are 
removed from the strength and resources of both 
Nations. They could only oe easily conquered, or 
effectually protected by a Maritime force which 
neither nation can supply. On the land side they 
are everywhere rendered difficult to approach by- 
ranges of mountains and extensive forests thro’ 
which a Burman or Siamese Army cannot he led to 
any effectual purpose owing to the difficulty or 
impossibility of provisioning and keeping them 
together which is incident to their barbarous inodes 
of warfare. 
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'• TO THE RIGHT HOXBLE. LORD AMU OUST 

Governor General in Council 

FORT WILLIAM 


My Lord. 

We have Hie honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the several Dispatches of Your Lordship in Council 
* copied from dated 27th -Liny, and 12rh March'* and we lo>e no time 
lomo^Semes misc| u 1V j, 01 -ting the proceedings which we have adopted 
and are about to adopt thereupon. 


Previous to the receipt of the first of these Dis- 
patches. our President had opened a Negotiation with 
the Rajah of Ligor under the following Circumstances. 
The Court of Ava, having deputed some Envoi's with 
letters and present, to the King of Kedda at this 
Settlement, in return for an application which Ris 
Highness had secretly, and very imprudently made for 
assistance against the Siamese Govt., The Governor 
took advantage of tin* presence of these Envoys to 
work on the fear of the Rajah ol Ligore by forwarding 
a letter to him notit\ inu their arrival and object here, 
and ottering his mediation towards removing the 
existing ditterences between Siam and the King of 
Kedda. 

The Rajah ol Ligore fulfilled the expectations ot 
our President, by an immediate reply to his letter, 
expressing his readiness to acquiesce in an adjustment 
of the Aii til’s ot Kedda. and unable himself to repair 
to Kedda he deputed two Messengers to this .Settle- 
ment for the purpose of receiving and discussing our 
President's proportions. After several conlerenccs, 
therefore, wuh tho-e Messengers an I the King of 
Kedda ihe Ronnie, the Governor drew up Cue terms 
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of an Agreement up mi which he propo-ed the latter 
should be reinstated in his Kingdom, and a Copy of 
these terms the Messengers engaged to cmvey without 
delay to their Master at. f .igore. 

In this stage of the Negotiations Your Lord- 
ship’s Dispatch of the 27th of Jany. and a copy of 
the declaration of Hostilities against the Burmese 
Govt, reached us whereupon our President, with the 
assistance of Lieutt. Low, an Officer who has ac- 
quired a thorough knowledge of the Siamese langu- 
age. explained fully to the Rajah of Ligore’s Mes- 
sengers the Causes of our rupture with Ava, and its 
probable effects on our relations witli Siam, and 
furnished them with a Correct Siamese Translation 
of your Lordship's Proclamation of the t)th of March, 
with which these people hurried hack to Ligore. 

« this enclosure In the Enclosure marked A * we It 'g to submit 

appears to be t ] ie fa i tlier information of Your Lordship in 

which follow. Council, Copies of the different Letters and Minutes 
that our President has recorded, fully detailing the 
nature and progress of his Negotiations with the 
Rajah of Ligore. which he lias endeavoured strictly 
to regulate according to the equitable and moderate 
line marked out in the diff rent instructions received 
from the Supreme Govt. 

Wo now beg to reply to your Lordship’s im- 
portant dispatch of the 12th ulto. 


* * * * 

( Here follow particulars of measures proposed 
to be adopted for aiding the attack on Ava.) 

The observations of your Lordship in Council 
with respect to the Rajah of Ligore have further 
induced us to determine on deputing Lieutt. Low 
immediately to His Highness at Ligore, for the 
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purpose of enabling him move effectually to compre- 
hend the nature of our intended operation against 
Ava, of inviting him to afford us his aid and co- 
operation, so far as tc dispatch forthwith to Rangoon, 
either on his own account or on some fixed rate of 
hire to this Govt, all the Boats and small Vessels 
which he can Command at Trang and the different 
Ports of Ivedda. 

We feel considerable hesitation in holding out 
any encouragement to His Highness of Ligore to 
attack the Southern Possessions of Ava, until we 
ascertain the progress of the British Troops at 
Rangoon. Should these immediately obtain all the 
objects of the war, we might be embarrassed by the 
situation into which the Rajah of Ligore would find 
himself under an implied pledge of support or pro- 
tection from us. In Enclosure B. are Copies of a 
letter from our Marine Department and of the 
Instructions with which we propose to furnish Lieutt. 
* to be copied Low,* and we here only beg to add, that .Tunic 
later from straits ^, ev j 0[i accorc i; n g to our latest advices, is ill the 

Settlements, * ” 

voi. 94. possession of the Siamese. 

We shall take an immediate opportunity of 
transmitting to the Resident at Singapore a copy of 
the present letter, as containing our views and 
sentiments on the subject of your Lordship's 
Dispatch, and we shall leave to his judgement and 
discretion what direct communication shall be made 
on this occasion to the Court of Siam. We shall 
only desire Lieutt. Low to request the Rajah of 
Ligore to transmit to that Court immediately from 
Ligore a Copy of the Correct Siamese Translation off 

your Lordship’s Declaration of Hostilities 

We have &c. 

(Sd.) W. E. PHILLIPS 

d. MAOAL1STER. 

Fort Cornwallis W. A. CLUBLKY. 

the 26th April IS24. 



[ 12 ] 

FORT WILLIAM 11th Time 162!. 


Bengal Secret 
and Political 
ConsMltationSi 
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The Jhesident. 

My Colleagues are of course aware of the arrival 
at the settlement of some Messengers of rank from the 
Birman Dominions ; and i have now the honor to lay 

* No - 1 «-etter from the before them translations ot letters ‘ which 

Minister of the King of Ava , , , 

to the King of Kedda. tlltr\ llct\ C l_>r<.)UL* lit" t*»L’ tilt* Kllli; ot IvoduHi 

no. 2 Letter from The and myself. ii<vompr.nied by 'st-vural Ure-enK 

Rajah Tavoy to the King of 

Keclda< from the Kim; ot Ava. as well h* fbr HU 

No. 3 Letter from the Maje.dy of K><Rl a- tor tile rhh‘U of 

Rajah of Tavoy to the Govr. 

of Prince of WaJes’ Island. el'illv Sillclll^oie Jllld l lilt nil 1 . 

These letters From these Documents wo may learn that our 

follow this (biest of Kedda ha-, notwithsi -Hiding our reivated and 

document. 1 

positive injunctions to Ihe conlrary. opened a cor- 
respondence with the Court of Ava, which has received 
most favorably his Application for aid and support 
against the Siamese, evincing in its reply, not only a 
willingness to interfere on his behalf, hut an anxiety to 
render I IK Highim-s trihufary to itself in future. 

However displeased we may he with tile Conduct 
of the King ot Kedda for invoking' the assistance of 
Ava without our knowledge and contrary to our desire, 
the mischief is now done : and as we cannot dismiss 
His Highness without throwing him into the Arms 
of Ava, it becomes our duly to consider what line ot 
policy is most expedient for this Covt. to adopt on 
the present conjunctun . 


The extension of the Rinnan power to this vieinitv 
appears to me much more undesirable than that of the 
Siamese, in as much as the t'mn-l of Ava. with an 
c(pu;l portion ol jealousy and prejudice towards the 


Lmvpean ohraaeter. jio-'eere greater power 


ml from 


■ I ■ 


v "th on,- 


'em Continental Frontier^, is 
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Govt . - It is our first duty however, and we owe it 
ourselves, and to our repeated earnest declarations of 
preserving a strict neutrality between the Siamese and 
the King of Kedda. to apprize the Rajah of Li gore of 
the arrival of these Ambassadors from the King of 
Ava and of the specific object for which they have been 
deputed without our concurrence or previous knowledge. 
Such a course of action is the more expedient because 
in making the communication to the Chief of Ligor 
we may peihaps render his fear of the Birmans 
subservient to the accomplishment of our great object 
of restoring the King of Kedda to his ancient 
Dominions, and securing again the interposition of a 
friendly Malay Chief and State between us and the 
neighbouring haughtv and barbarous Govt. 

Referring therefore to the sentiments expressed 
in the Dispatches of the Supreme Govt, under date 
the 25th Feby. 182t, 11th Jany. 1822 and the 20th 
- These Febv. I82d, : wherein under certain circumstances 
totTc o p?cd tatc r this Govt, is authorized to offer its mediation for the 
■f found adjustment ot all disputes between Siam and Kedda. 
necessary. ^ the basis of the Rajah's holding his territory either 
on the Conditions which it may be shown by the 
Siamese he is bound to perform, regulated on principles 
of equity with reference to the resources of his state, or 
if more agreeable to the Siamese, under an engagement- 
to pay a tribute in money in commutation of all other 
demands, tor the punctual discharge ot which we will 
be answerable : 1 beg to acquaint the Board that 1 

* n o. *. have transmitted a Secret and Confidential Letter,* 

of which the enclosed is a Copy, to the Rajah of Ligor, 
inviting him to repair to Kedda. and offering on his 
arrival there, to depute an Agent to him for the 
purpose of negotiating a fair and equitable adjustment 
of the subsisting differences between him and His 
Highness of Kedda. 

My Colleagues will I hope, observe in my letter, 
that at the same time that 1 have endeavoured to alarm 
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riie 11a jail ot lupor into an areeptanee ot my pro term? 
mediation l>v boldiny out to liim (lie prosper! ot an 
interference on tlie part ot' Ava. I have taken e~peeial 
rare to prevent any discredit re-tilt inr.' to the J»nti>Ii 
(Jovt. from a refusal on his part, by di-rinetly 
markiuir that mv offer proceeds solelv from sentiments 
of general pood will to neiylibouriny and frendly 
states. Should His Hipline" aeeept my commnniea- 
tion in the spiiir in whieli it ha- haul made and repair 
to Kedda. I 'hall lose no time in 'olieitiiiy the aid ot 
the Hoard towards enabling me to open and conclude 
with him sir'll a negotiation a- may be eonformable 
to the instrii'-tioiis ol' our Superiors, beueiieial to our 
Ally of Iv-dda. an I p uainuenrly advautapeou' to the 
Interest' of our Hotib!-*. l-huployers. 

f Si- 11 . .1 ) W. !•;. flflLMI's. 
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Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations, 

Vot. 323. 

no. 2 , contd. TRANSLATION ot' a letter from the Ministers ot the 
Kino of Ava to tlie Rajah of Qu-dah. 

Alter mui’li piaise of the Power, greatness ami 
exalted Character of the mighty King of Ava, they 
f>rui-LV«]. — 

"The King ot Quedah sent Clio Luuang ami 
Mahomed Ally with a letter and presents which were 
brought to one of the southern Ports of the Kingdom, 
;tnl th* Rajah of Tuwei forwards them to Cliangong. 
Intelligence having reached Pegue, measures were taken 
for forwarding the letter and Messengers to the (loldeu 
Palace. The race of the present mighty King were 
the llr.-t of mankind who arose fitter the formation ot 
tin* worl 1. and tire Titles of llis Majesty are Malta Smn- 
dakan 1 Se n i Sunk. Whoever requires assistanee this 
mighty King lends his support to. tor it is his custom 
to render aid. The Rajah of < juedah solicits assistance 
and lie will assuredly obtain it. in reference to the 
communications of Che l/inang and Mahomed All} - . 

These Messengers reported that Quedah, Purlis, 
Perak, S.ilangoiv and Patani. live States were 
concerting to send a Complimentary offering hither. 
The King ot Quedah being thoughtless or ott his 
guard, the Siamese came suddenly upon him and 
secured his Country, and he removed to Pulo Penang, 
where he at present resides. They also reported that, 
there are three States who were concerting to attack 
tin* Siamese at Qimdah and expel them irom the 
Country. It was also mentioned by the messengers 
t hat t hey were ordered to present themselves before 
j he King without delay, aiul that they were expected 
to go and come in four months ; and finally, that if 
they did not return in four months, the p*ople of 
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these three Countries before alluded to would proceed 
to attack the Siamese at Quedah. 

The great King- enquired whether there were any 
other States besides these interested, and the b’nvoys 
replied there was Itumbow. ithio, Dungon. Marony. 
Pahang, C'allantan and Tringano. The King then 
<lemanded if, in the event of the live States before 
mentioned being united and determined to attack the 
Siamese, how would the King's of the seven last men- 
tioned Countries be disposed to act. Would they join 
also? He further enquired if there were anv more- 
Countries, besides those already enumerated, and the. 
Messengers replied that there was a King at Acheen. 
and that if all the other States were unanimous, he 
would join also. 

Che Lanang ami Mahomed Ally came here at the 
unfavorable Monsoon, and when they arrived on the 
Coast, the weather was very boisterous. They did not 
therefore reach the (iolden Palace till the Month of 
Shaban. and in the month of -Jamidalawal ten months 
will have expired. The King of Quedah has solicited 
assistance ; so lias the King of Cochin China (Cochee) 
begged aid. To Cochin-China people have already 
been sent, for the application from that Country wa* 
made first ; the King of Quedah's subsequently, and 
besides the intelligence regarding the King of Quedah 
is not precise. When positive and circumstantial ac- 
counts are received, he certainly shall be assisted and 
an armament shall be sent fully prepared and equipped 
to attack the Siamese: and the King of Quedah shall 
be restored to his Country : the five States will then 
become like Ornaments of the Ooiden Palace. 

titles oi distinction have been conferred upon the 
Chiefs of the live States : a Ooiden Umbrella and a 
complete equipment for a horse has al.-o been sent for 
each. The King of Quedah is requested to enquire it 
the Uumbow, Ithio. Dungon, Marang. C'allantan. 
Pahang, and Tringano and the seven states of Acheen 
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will ji 'in or not. The King oh Quedah will sent In- 
telligence of siu-h as refuse to join to the C4olden Palace, 
and return the people who convey tliis without any 
long delay. 

The pre.-ents have been given in Charge to C'he 
Kanang and Mahomed Allv to be carried to the King of 
Kedda. and the great King has ordered people to be sent 
in Company to prevent the Messengers suffering any 
trouble in the way. When they arrive he will receive 
them and obtain intelligence from Cochin China. As 
the King of (Quedah has begged assistance from the 
King of the Golden Palace, let him not be mistrustful or 
suspicious. As to the Titles and the Hor-e Equipment 
the King orders them to to be preserved and taken 
care of or respected, for according to the Custom of 
the great King of the Golden Palace, is the greatest 
favour that can be bestowed. 

Th King of (luedah will make known all circum- 
stances that may have transpired since the Dispatch of 
his Envoys Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally to Ava. 
that every thing may be known, as well as all intelli- 
gence relating to the King of the Seven States — and he 
will address hi- communications to the Rajah ot’Tawei. 

Xo date. 

( The letter written in the llurmah character was 
rendered into Malays of which the above is 

.V true Translation.) 

( Sd.) JOLIX AXDEUSOX. 

Malay Transit - , to Govt. 

Penang 22d. -Jam . 1821. 
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No. 2. 

No. 2, contd. 

Translation of’ a letter from the Rajah ut Tawvi or 
Tavov to the Honlile. William Edward Phillips 
(Governor of Prince of Wales Island. 

The King of Ava is Supreme over all the Barman 
Countries, and of the ten different Specie-; of Elephants 
in his possession the white one is t he largest and 
most powerful. He has also’ the Supernatural Horse 
and Carriage and the Spear and the Sword, these live 
things appertain to the great and Mighty King. His 
gracious Majesty was pleased to confer on me the 
Covt. of Tawei with <S0 Towns or Provinces under if 
and all its Dependencies. Coasts. Bays and Creeks. 
This I make known that in the same manner as the 
King of Europe has exalted the Governor of Penang so 
have .1 received authority and rank from the King of 
Ava. Like the first men who were created after the 
formation of the world, the great King of Ava is just 
and equitable, and the ancestors of the present King 
from former generations have preserved friendly re- 
lations with the King of Europe, so has the present 
King maintained a friendly understanding and Traders 
have gone and come, both Countries have, become one 
and are reciprocally friendly. 


The Siamese have come and created a disturbance 
in the Quedah Country and destroyed it, and the Kiim- 
of Quedah went to reside at Penang. The King of 
Quedah sent people to represent this to the great 
King, who felt compassion nr kindness towards him, 
and gave him a Supply of Rice and complete equip- 
ment of Royal Clothing. The Mighty King sent 
a letter to me desiring me to take care of the 
King of Quedah s Envoys, and give them safe Convoy 
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with 5 I ’rows md upwards of lUO Men. tliat they might; 
return to their Mister in safety. The names of the 
Chiefs who aeeompany this letter are Sikie Dogi Net 
Mir Ze -iaksa. Sejee .lagoom Surakin, -1 agoora Ze 
Yakin-da -lak Kin Soo, and Xei Mion Si Siouk Xoita. 
Of these live Chiefs the first named is the highest in 
rank. When he arrives at Penang. 1 beg he may bo 
allowed to return with ease. Pulo Penang is an 
extremity of the King of Puropes Dominions and 
Tawai is an extremity of the King of Ava’s Empire. 
These two Countries are like one. If the Covr. of 
Pulo Penang requires any tiling, he will be pleased to 
let me know, and if we want any thing, we, will 
acquaint him. 

Dated in the year 1 1 8o. l oth of the Month Nato 
eonvsponding with the 18th of Deer. 1823. 

( A True Tran-dat ion ) 

( Sd.; dOHX AXDEUSON. 

"Malay Transit’, of Dovt. 


Pulo Penang 

rite 13th daurv. 1821. 
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TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rajah of Tav u 
or Tavov to the Rajah, of Quedali at 1’iilu Penang. — 

After a lengthened panegyric fit' the King ot th * 
Golden Palace ( Ava ) lie proceeds. — 


The Rajah of Quedali who governs 1 IS Towns 
is informed that the Rajah of Tawei received intelli- 
gence that the Siamese had oppressed Quedali, and 
the Ra jah of Tawei assisted in communicating the 
same to the King of the Golden Palace, forwarding at 
the same time Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally with 
the presents to the mighty King. The King of the 
Golden Palace on hearing this was impressed with 
feelings of compassion for the Rajah of Quedali, for 
it is the peculiar Character of the King that when he 
hears of the distress of any one lie instantly feels a 
di-position to relieve. 

Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally came and pre- 
sented themselves before the great King and represented 
the circumstances of the King of Quedali. Purlis. 
i’atani. Perak and Salitigore. but he is anxious to hear 
again all particulars of the present state of Affairs in 
these Countries and when these five states have final Iv 
settled and their fidelity is a-sured an Armament will 
Re prepared and sent to attack and retake the Countrv 
ot Quedali and restore it to the King of Quedali. As 
to the lour Countries they will never be exposed to 
difficulty for the time to come, nor will the Siamese 
be able to disturb them again. As the great Kim- 
protects the States dependent upon him, so Mill he 
guard the King of Quedali and the four other States 
above mentioned ; wherefore, of his favor, lie has been 
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pleased to confer Titles with a magnificent equipment* 
to each. 

Che Lanang. Mahomed Ally, Chang JBuk. Buau 
and .Jehnan have also been invested with titles and a 
dress, the King showed them the same attention and 
kindness that he would to his own subjects. The 
Chiefs of Quedah. i’urlis. Perak. Saliugore and Patani 
have now been invested with titles of distinction and 
have had each a splendid present granted to them. 
The King requests that enquiries may be made relative 
to the other States, and that such information as may 
be obtained may be sent according to the desire ex- 
pres-ed in the large letter from the great King, which 
accompanies this. 

Che Lanang and Mahomed Ally returned to Tawei 
on the 12th day of the Month Neon in the year 1185. 
and the ship with Pungulee Heree and Noquedah 
Senahuang arrived about a month after. Inquiries 
were made of the two messengers relative to the King 
t>f Quedah. how he was situated at present, and the 
purport of their deputation, and they replied that they 
had been sent by the Rajah of Quedah with a com- 
plimentary present of a Clock which was received at 
Tawei : a letter explanatory of all the circumstances 
relating to the King of Quedah was prepared by the 
Rajah of Tawei. and forwarded with the Clock to the 
King oi the Coldon Palace. Noquedah Limbuang 
remained at Tawei to await the orders that might be 
received Hi lvply. by the per-ons who were deputed to 
wait on tiic great King. 

The Me-- .engvrs Pangula .Scree Che Lanang and 
’Mahomed Ally with the letter, title' ot distinction and 
presents are now returning, and in order that tliev 
may meet with no interruption in the way the accom- 
panying live chiefs ot consequence of Tawei vizt. 

* Literally a magnificent dress: and the present 
consists of a long gilt umbrella, a set of furniture for a- 
Horse, and lackered Stand for Dinner Service. 
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Sehei Doje Xei Mia Ze -laksa Sejee -l.tgoom hur.ik.'ii. 
-Ta^ooin Ze Yakeri. Jo Jak K i re Son and H>d Meoie 

n 

Si Seonk Xaita wore directed to escort iliem in -atety 
to Pnlo Penang. When they arrive the Rajah ot 
Quedali will acquaint them with all circum-lanccs 
which mav have transpired since the di-patch ot his 
Envoys Che Lanang and Mahome l Ally, and al~<> 
eommunieate the same hy letter, which may be given 
in Charge to these live persons. 

As. to the Rite and Pally which the Rajah up 
Quedah requested, it ha- b-*en given according to his 
desire, and permission was given also to load the ship 
according to the plea-ure of th> persons in Charge. 
The (juantity is -1 1 Coyan-. 

The King ot the Golden Palace requires some Tin 
for the Roof of the Palace and .-ends 30 Coyans of 
Rice which he beg.- may be sold, and the proceeds 
invested in Tin. which may be delivered to the five 
Chiefs. '1 he whole quantity of Rice shipped therefore 
is 7 1 Coyans. Xow the Knur of (Quedah with a candid 
heart wishes to beeomr tributary to the Golden Palace, 
and the great King will protect him and Cherish his 
Children and Chil Iren's Children, even his remotest 
descendants and promote their pro-perity and welfare. 
It is requested the Rajah of Ouedah will assist in 
selling the Rice according to the Market Price of 
IVnang. and Purchase the Tin at the value of the, 
lav. sending a letter aPo containing all particulars. 

Xo date. 

This letter was rendered from Bunnahs into the 
Malayan language of which this j-- 

( A true Translation ) 

( Sd. ) -K)HX AXDERSOX. 

Malay Translr. to Govt. 

Penang 

23rd. -lany ls2l. 
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FORT WILLIAM 11th -June 1x2 


Xi>. 1. 

To the Rajah of Liuore. [V-hus. F221.J 

J lose no lime in making to the llajah <>t’ Ligore 
an important communication which I desire he will 
tor the present consider Secret and. Confidential. An 
Ambassador has been deputed by the Lni|ieror of Avu 
to the King of Kedda at, Renang. and it is known to 
me tliat not only fin* llirman hut several other states 
in the neighbourhood have made overtures to the 
Rajah of Kedda to restore him to the throne. True, 
however to the principles of neutrality which the 
British (lovt. lias ever declared it would preserve 
between Siam and Kedda. and willing to convince 
you of my sincere de'ite of always maintaining 
towards your Highness a irieudly and candid line of 
Conduct. 1 now write to communicate the above 
important intelligence to you. and further to acquaint, 
you. that if you will immediately repair to Kedda, 
l shall have no objection 1o depute a confidential 
agent to your Highness for the purpose of making 
~ot»e fair and equitable arrangements towards restor- 
ing the Rajah of Kedda to his ancient Dominions, and 
precluding the interference of other States. The 
British (iovernment offers this mediation between 
Siam ami the Rajah of K\ dda from the most disin- 
terested and benevolent Motives, and my friend must 
have too much wisdom and good sense not to discover 
That an immediate acceptance of this mediation on his 
part may relieve him from .a load of anxiety and 
difficulty, and save his Imperial Master much eventual 
expense and embarrassment. It is absolutely neces- 
sary that my friend should not delay an hour ill 
coining to Kedda and the moment he apprizes me ot 
his arrival there my Agent shall be dispatched to him. 


(Signed) W. la. l’HILLIBS— Governor. 
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FORT WILLIAM 11th June 182!. 


THK RRESI DEXT. 

In requesting the Board to refer to the I ’I'oceed- 
ino'ft recorded in my Minute of the 5th of Feby. I 
have now great pleasure in notifying that the Rajah of 
Lio-or has realized my expectations and although 
unable to come down to Kedah himself, has lost no 
time in deputing two Envoys with the annexed satis- 
factory reply ( Xo. 1 ) and with expressions of his 
readiness to accept the mediation which 1 had ottered 
between him and the King of Kedah. 

After several interviews A. & f>. with these 
Envoys in order to ascertain the Rajah of Li gore’s 
views, and with the King of Kedah, in view to learn 
what sacrifice he was prepared to make, I have 
drawn out the accompanying Letter ( Xo. 2 ) for 
the Rajah of Ligor, with the terms of an Agreement 
( Xo. d ) proposed to be concluded between him and 
the King of Kedah. The Envoys not possessing full 
powers to form a conclusive engagement with the 
King of Kedah they propose to depart in a day or 
two with my propositions, and to return with the 
Rajah of Ligor’s Answer as soon as possible. 

In the first instance they entirely and readily 
admitted the propriety and fairness of every article 
of my purposed agreement, but at the last interview 
they began to express some doubts whether their 
Master would be satisfied with the equivalent which 
I offer for the Boougha Mas ami former services of 
Vassalage required from Kedah. Uii the other hand, 
the King of Kedah is so pleased and delighted with 
the whole of my proposed arrangement, that should 
the Rajah of Ligor require a larger Sum of Money 
than wlmt I now offer. I am convinced lie will 
willingly agree to yield annually to Siam a greater 
portion of the stipend he receives from us ; in order 
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to obtain so satisfactory an adjustment of the 
differences and future relations between !Siam and 
Kedah. In the whole of my correspondence and 
discussions with the Ligore Envoys, I have received 
the greatest Assistance from Lieutt. Low, whose 
complete knowledge of the Siamese language enabled 
him to interpret freely between us and to translate 
directly into that tongue my proposed letter and 
terms of agreement, so that the Envoys immediately 
understood their whole spirit and tenor. 

These Envoys brought to me also another letter 
(No. 4) from the Rajah of Ligor in reply to my 
repeated Communications respecting the Murder of 
Libby Ghaney at Kedah in the month of June last. 
It states, and the Envoys have solemnly confirmed 
the truth of his statement, that the Rajah has made 
great exertion to discover the perpetrators of that 
atrocious murder, and that he has seized and put 
to the torture several suspected persons whom he 
has still in confinement. I hope therefore my 
Colleague Mr. Clublev will be perfectly satisfied 
with this information, and will not think that the 
accompanying reply ( No. 5 ) which I propose to 
send to the Rajali of Ligor, expressing myself per- 
fectly satisfied with the Conduct of His Highness 
and requesting him to release the suspected persons, 
should their guilt not be substantiated by the 
Evidence of two or more witnesses, and to bury in 
oblivion the discussion relative to Libby Ghaney, is 
dictated in too forbearing and moderate a tone. 

Since adopting the measures above reported, I 
have received the accompanying dispatch from the 
Supreme Govt, of 29th Jany. replying to our letter 
of the 2o Cctober. and to various other communica- 
tions respecting the affairs of Kedah. Whilst I 
rejoice at obtaining the Concurrence of His Lordship 
in Council to the views and sentiments which I 
expressed on this important subject, I do not think 
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the Dispatch now received requires any alteration in 
the line ot' conduct which I have pursued towards 
the Rajah of Libor's Envoy*, except that 1 should 
add a paragraph in my Letter to 11 is Highness, 
notifying the important intelligence which has been 
just received at this settlement, of the Supreme 
(lovt. of Ava. 

( Signed ) \Y. E. PHILLIPS, 
loth April 1824. 
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Xo. 1. 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rxjali of 
Li gore to the Rouble. W. E. Phillips Governor of 
Pulo Penan". 

After Compliments. 

I have to acquaint my friend that the letter 
which he sent to Quedali was forwarded to me at 
Ligore. and I received it on Friday the sixth day of 
the Moon's descent in the third Month. It was 
translated into Siamese and I fully understood the 
contents. It is said the Ava people have brought a 
letter to the Rajah <>f Quedali, who is residing at 
Pulo Penang ; that the Bunuahs have concerted 
with two or three Malayan Countries and that they 
intend to restore the Quedali Country to the King. 

Now I wish to communicate with my friend 
with real sincerity that he may not entertain any 
suspicion, in order that every thing may he con- 
ducted with propriety and friendship and good 
understanding established. As the Ryots and War- 
riors of the King of Siam are extremely numerous 
we are not afraid of being much perplexed by the 
attempts of Ava which wishes to join the Malayan 
Countries and take by force the Quedali Country 
which has long been a state tributary to Siam ; 
there will not many Burin. ihs and Malays come and 
a Siamese Armament shall be sent which will reduce 
them to At uns. Ava and Siam have long been 

accustomed to fight. 

When the Burmahs formerly came to attack 
Salang (Junk Ceylon ) and they wished to settle 
there, they were unable to do so and the number of 
Burmahs who died was immense, which was a good. 



L 28 ] 


sample to them for once. Quedah is far from Avra. 
but near t ) 8iam : the Burmahs and Malays wish 
to take Quedah by force and to reside there ; but 
the Siamese will not permit them and speedily 
expel them ; if Ava wishes to send assistance, he 
cannot, for that Country is distant. 

If the Rajah of Quedah thinks to effect this by 
force, he is mistaken, and a Siamese armament shall 
be sent to reduce him and he shall not be permitted 
to remain there, but if he is disposed to adopt a 
conciliatory course or pursue a good road and solicit 
mv assistance, I will use my influence with the 
King of Siam to effect his return to his former 
Kampong in his own Country. 

My friend who lives under the Govt, of the 
English says he is of sincere heart and as his heart 
is upright such is ours, he says he will not interfere 
on either side, but preserve neutrality and for his 
letter to this effect which h ; has sent me I return 
many thanks. 

As to what is said respecting iny coming to 
Quedah with my force to consult and settle respect- 
ing the Rajah of Quedah ; if I were to proceed there 
at present there would be some difficulty in procur- 
ing Faddy, my people would not only be in distress 
but the Ryots of the Country would also suffer. If 
however there are any hostilities, I shall come with 
a large armament at once. 

With respect to the desire to consult relative to 
returning the King of Quedah to his Country to 
govern according to former Custom, it appears to 
me also proper. If the Rajah of Quedah will con- 
sider and act with propriety. 1 will assist him, and I 
will be his security ( or support him ) but T am ap- 
prehensive lie does not yet place confidence in me -. 
wherefore, I now send Koou Aksorn and Kie Nimore 
to wait upon my friend and consult with him upon 
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tlie Rajah of Quedali’s business agreeably to what is 
mentioned in my friend’s letter, and to ascertain, 
with certainty his wishes ; mv friend will write to 
me by Koon Aksorn and Kie Ni.nor, that E may fully 
comprehend. 

When I am informed of his intentions, I will 
devise means in some way or other to settle this ; 
that there may be no disagreement in the road of 
friendship ; and Koon Aksorn and Kie Nimor who 
are now sent on this occasion will, with my friend’s 
permission, have a meeting with the Rajah of 
Quedali, 

( A true Translation ) 

t Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Translr. to Govt. 

Penang 

1st Ap: il 152!. 
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No. 2. 

Memorandum. 

Letter from the Honble. AV. E. PHILLIPS. Esqre. 
Govr. of Prince of Wales Island to the Rajah of 
Ligore. 

The Governor of Penang has received the reply, 
which the Rajah of Ligore has sent to his Letter of 
the 10 day of the Moon’s decrease, in the Mouth of 
January, and which was delivered to him by the 
two Envoys, Koon Aksorn and Nai Nee ring. 
Although the Govr. of Penang laments that his 
Highness could not come to Kedda in as much as 
his being on the spot would have saved much trouble 
and delay, yet to prove his sincerity and good will 
towards the Rajah of Ligore, he has treated his 
two Envoys with every kindness and consideration, 
and has fully discussed with them the different points 
at issue between the King of Kedda and Siam, and 
the views and wishes of the British Govt, con- 
cerning the same. 

The Governor of Penang must premise by 
repeating what has been often communicated to the 
Rajah of Ligore, that the British Government in 
offering its mediation in favor of the King of 
Kedda, is influenced by tbe most liberal and disin- 
terested motives. It seeks, and naturally seeks, to 
afford every friendly assistance and protection to its 
ancient ally, and it is anxious to promote and secure 
the quiet and welfare of the small surrounding 
states, and to prevent quarrels and wars between the 
more powerful states. But to attain such objects, it 
does not look for any gain or territorial aggrandise- 
ment. and, unless provoked, it has resolved not 
to interfere in the affairs of Kedda, as far as 
regards Siam and its dependencies, in any other 
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manner than by giving temperate counsel and advice, 
and by offering its good o dices and mediation in 
favor of the Rajah of Kedda. 

There is no doubt that the Rajah of Ligore has 
derived no benefit or advantage from invading 
Kedda, and that the difference of Religion, Langua- 
ge and Custom, between its inhabitants and those 
of his Highnesses Country, cannot justify any 
opinion, that the Rajah of Ligore will hereafter be 
able to derive any benefit or advantage from a con- 
tinued occupation of the territories of Kedda. His 
Highness will not only be constantly troubled with 
the rebellions and machinations of the Malayan 
Inhabitants, until Kedda becomes a perfect desert, 
but he may also bring down upon liimself and upon 
the Court of Siam, all the evils and inconveniences 
of an extensive hostile enterprize on the part of the 
surrounding states. 

It is therefore clear to the Governor of Penang 
and must he equally so to the Rajah of Ligore, that 
the most prudent and judicious course will he for 
the Rajah of Kedda to be allowed to return to his 
Country, and to rule it again according to its 
ancient Laws and usages. 

How so desirable an arrangement may be most 
effectually adopted has been the subject of long and 
anxious meditation to the Governor of Penang, but 
after consulting very fully with the King of Kedda 
and the Rajah of Ligore’s Envoys lie is decidedly of 
opinion, that the enclosed propositions for settling 
the disputes between Kedda and Siam, and for 
restoring an honorable pacification between the 
•la jail of Ligore and the King of Kedda are 
moderate, just and necessarv. 

The King of Kedda has entirely agreed to 
them, and if the Rajah of Ligore is sincere in his 
desire of securing the good will and friendship 
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of tlie British Government, amt in his expres- 
sions of readiness to accept tlie offered media- 
tion of the Governor of Penang, he cannot hesitate 
a moment, in acceding also to these terms, and 
in gning an immediate and unequivocal proof, 
( and no proof could possibly be more honor- 
able to his own Character, as well as gratifying to 
the Governor of Feuang ) of his determination to 
confirm what he lias &o often written, and what ho 
has more particularly instructed his Envovs to come 
and declare to the Governor of Penang, bv fulfilling 
at once the 3d. of the enclosed articles of agreement, 
proposed to be entered into between His Highness 
and the King of Kedda. 

'I lie Rajah of Ligore, as well as the King of 
Kedda, has expressed himself willing to abide bv 
the arbitration of the Governor of Penang who has 
no desire but to reconcile these Chiefs on a basis 
that may be honorable to themselves as well as 
calculated to secure and promote the peace and 
welfare of the surrounding states. The King of 
Kedda will address an appropriate Letter to the 
Kajah of Ligore, soliciting his friendship, and good 
offices, and the Governor of Penang has only to beg 
that if the Rajah of Ligore is not satisfied with the 
terms which are now proposed to him for adjusting 
the affairs of Kedda, he will come down to Kedda 
himself, or depute some Envoys with full Powers to 
form a conclusive engagement, and then instead of 
the present tedious and unprofitable mode of 
negotiation, the Governor of Penang will have it in 
his power to ascertain more correctly the precise 
views and feelings of the Rajah of Ligore, and to 
explain to His Highness more fully and satisfactorily 
the different important considerations, which recom- 
mend an early settlement of the existing disputes 
between Kedda and Siam, and in fact, an immediate 
acceptance of tlie accompanying terms of agreement, 
on the part of the Rajah of Li<_'cre. 



Lastly, the Governor of Penang thinks it right- 
to give the best proof to the Eajali of Ligore, that 
the English are friendly to the Siamese, by 
acquainting His Highness, that the British Govern- 
ment has declared war against the Burmese, and 
are about to attack the Country of Ava on an 
extensive scale. 


(Signed ) \V. E. PHIL! .IPS. 
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No. 3. 

[Apni 1824. ] MEMORANDUM for Negotiation with the 

Rajah of Ligor. 

1. The Rajah of Kedda in lieu of the hereto- 
fore unprofitable and irregularly sent “Bunga Mass” 
will pay to the Court of Siam an annual sum of 
Spanish Dollars 2,000 on condition that such sum 
shall ensure inviolate the Territory of Kedda, and 
exempt it from all other Claims in Money, Men, 
armed Prows or Provisions by Siam or its Depen- 
dencies. 

2. The Rajah of Kedda to be guaranteed the 
free navigation and transition of all produce and 
Merchandize up and down the rivers which enter into 
his Territories through any Country subject to the 
Siamese authority or Covernment. 

3 . Every member or Dependant of the Kedda 
Family forcibly taken horn the Country of Kedda 
and now retained either at Siam or Ligor to be im- 
mediately released and returned to Kedda together 
with their Property. 

I. Every Siamese to h>» withdrawn from the 
Kedda Territory and care to he taken that the Malays 
are not molested nor their Property plundered by the 
Siamese w liile effecting their retreat. Any violation of 
this compact to be deemed to annul what has p recorded. 

■>. The Rajah of Ligor shall pledge himself to 
obtain to this agreement the Confirmation of the 
Emperor of Siam, whilst the Covernment of Penang 
will obtain the guarantee of the British Government 
to a punctual payment of the sum agreed to he given 
by the Rajah of Kedda. . 
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No. 4. 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rajah of 
Ligor to the Honble. W. E. PHILLIPS, Governor 
of Pulo Penang. 

( After Compliments ) 

May my friend he informed that I received his 
two letters one of which was brought by fvoon Aksorit 
and the other by Nei Sigou which were translated 
into Siamese and fully understood by me. With 
respect to Lebby Ghanv, all the suspected persons 
have been brought to Ligor in Chains, they have 
been bound to the stake with extended arms and 
boat in order to extort a confession according to the 
laws of Siam, that we may obtain a certain declara- 
tion, but none of them have yet confessed and they 
have all been confined in prison. 

There i- another subject. 'Pole Johan, Wan Long 
1-Lvliil Panglima Sail). Che Naho Putill. Che Allang Che 
Akeel. Che Mn.-a. and Che Java who Hed and took up 
their abode under the Government of the white People 
have roneerted together, collected Prows and become 
Pirate-, attacking the vessels of people who are seeking 
a livelihood at S >a, and they plunder the Birds ne-fs 
\\ hieli ha m a part of the Revenue of Siam. I have 
therefore sent Prows to guard and to give assistance 
and protection to all the villages in the Country as 
well as to restore tranquillity. 

Such Malays as have become Pirates and who 
may be found residing under the Siamese Government. 
1 -hall eau-e to be seized and mj friend should seize 
and punish such Malays as reside in the Territories of 
the white People, like those abovementioned, who may 
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Literally 
ornaments or 
trappings. 


be guilty of such Crimes, do not let them find protec- 
tion under the Government of the white people nor 
become Pirates, and then all persons will h._> able, to 
go and come and trade without difficulty. 

There is one more point, it is stated in my 
friends letter that it is reported an armament by land 
and Sea (or naval and Military) is equipped. and if I 
wish to maintain a sincere friendship. I will give per- 
mission fur my friend'' confidential people to go and 
inspect them, i declare with real sinceiity ot heart 
that I do not entertain a thought injurious to Puio 
Penang, and the Prows are prepared as ornaments*' for 
the aid of the Country. I am aware that what is men- 
tioned in the letter i' pnoper : hut the desire to send 
people to inspect evitn-c' the appearance of a want of 
confidence, bet not my friend tlmrefbre longer en- 
tertain any suspicion. Were he to send People to 
examine, it would not be like a true lwart. I have no 
de-iie 1o tell a fahehoud and my sincerity will here- 
after Ire made manifest. .L eni'ider how friendship 
may be established and prolonged with iav friend, 
and every tiling relating to this business I have com- 
municated to Koon Ak.'orn and Xei Xeinor who 
proceed to wait upon my tiiencl in order that he may 
fully understand. Dated Wednesday the I 1th of the 
Moon's rise 1th Month in the year Goat. 

(A true L’i •anslatii m) 

(Signed) -JOHN AXDIllhSOX 

Malay Tr. to Got t. 

Penang 

2d. April 182 1. 
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The Governor of Penang- has iveeiveci the reply of 
the Rajah of Ligor to his two letters under date the 
loth of I December last and as His Highne-s has now 
fully evinced his desire of discountenancing and 
punishing all such proceedings as those relating to the 
unfortunate murder of Lobby Ganny the Governor has 
no hesitation in assuring him, that His Highness's 
letter and also the reports made by his two Envoys 
(Koon Aksorn and Nei Neinor) are perfectly satisfactory. 
The Governor ot Penang had no other object in press- 
ing the affair of .Lobby Ganny so strongly than to 
prove to the Rajah of Ligur. that the British 
Goverinneur would always notice the Conduct of 
those w ho might, shew themselves regardless of the 
lives and property of its subjects, and to persuade 
H is Highness to join in the exertions which the 
Governor of Penang is unceasingly making f 01 - SU p_ 
pressing Piracy and tor protecting the poor Native 
Traders. The Rajah of Rigor's Envoys have them- 
selves seen the two British Cruizers which are con- 
stantly employed in protecting the navigation of the 
surrounding seas. 

The Governor of Penang hopes that the future 
Correspondence between himself and the Rajah of 
Ligore will lie in a more friendly and satisfactory tone 
and as a proof ot his entire satisfaction with the 
exertion', which the Rajah of Ligore has made to 
discover the Murderers of Lehhy Ganny, the Governor 
begs, that it the crime cannot he substantiated 
by the Evidence of two or more witnesses against, 
the suspected persons nuw under confinement the. 
Rajah of Ligore will liberate them, and bury this 
discussion in oblivion. 

14 April 1821, (Signed) W. E. PHILLIPS. 

(True Copies) 

(Signed) R. IBBETSON 
Secretary to Govt. 
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TO G. SW1XT0X Esqre. 

Secry. to the Govt. 

FORT WILLIAM 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report tor the information of 
the Right Rouble, the Govr. Genl.. that upon receiv- 
ing authentic accounts of the declaration of war 
against the Bormans I lost no time in making a 
confidential communication to the Siamese Minister 
upon the subject. 

1 have now iurther the honor to state that in 
obedience to the instructions contained in your letter 
of the 30th of -Jany * I shall embrace the opportunity 
of a junk whic h is to sail tomorrow or the following 
day for Siam to make an official communication. 

I have &ca. 

( Sd.) J. CRAWFURD, Resident. 


SIXGAPORE 
lltlx May 1821. 
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To G. SW INTON Esqr. 

Ac. Sec. Sec. 

Sir, 

In obedience to the instructions contained in your 
letters of the dOth Jinny, and 14th of March 1 have 
the honor to report that 1 have made an official com- 
munication to the Siamese Government of the war in 
which we are engaged with the State of Ava. A copy 
of the letter which I have addressed to the Siamese- 
Minister on this Subject, and which was accompanied 
by an accurate Malay translation effected under my 
own inspection, is annexed to this dispatch for the 
information of the Right Honble. the Governor 
General in Council. 

Government have had the goodness to observe 
that in this document I have confined myself to such 
a general declaration of our objects and sentiments as 
seemed best suited to the genius and character of the 
Siamese Court, and that 1 have abstained from propos- 
ing any specific measure. This line of communication 
has been preferred not less with a view to prevent 
embarrassment to the ultimate and more mature 
operations of our own Government, than from a due 
consideration of the well known timidity and jealousy 
of the foreign policy of the Siamese Court, which 
notwithstanding its bitter hostility to the Barmans 
will naturally view with some apprehension the near 
approach of the British armies. 

In reference to this material subject, 1 am dis- 
tinctly of opinion that the war with the Burmans will 
be most efficiently conducted without attempting any 
concerted plan of cooperation with the Siamese. This 
power I make no doubt will of its own accord, and 
atter its own manner, seize the fortunate opportunity 
which now presents itself for harassing the Burmans 



[ 40 ] 


ia the moat etfeetual manna' of whith it i- capable, 
while hv attempt ini;' t<_> combine tln-ir uuhtaiy opera- 
tions with our>, we should only be shackled and 
embarrassed by their ignorance and inducihty. and 
most probable disgraced by their cne-lt ie- and 
excesses. 


in one manner our direct assistance to the Siam- 
ese will materially promote the general objects of the 
war. This is by furnishing' them with supplies of arm-, 
and lam happy to be enabled to report that this essen- 
tial object will be effeete ! without delay and without 
subjecting the Government to any unnecessary expense, 
as a small vessel is daily expected at this port from 
England on her way to Siam with about eight 
thousand stand of fire arms. These, with 20 pieces ot 
iron ordnance, will without any interference on the 
part of Government, be transmitted to Siam in the 
common course of commercial business. The ex- 
pediency however of presenting the Siamese Court 
with a certain quantity of fire arms as a token of our 
friendship and confidence may be suggested, and 
indeed 1 am so much impressed with the utility of 
this measure that I respectfully submit, that I have it 
in view, should the war continue, or as-uunc a more 
serious aspect than seems at present probable, to 
purchase a thousand stand of arm*, and send them to 
Siam in the name of the Eight ifonble. The Governor 
General : a proceeding which will certainly involve 
the Government in an expense ot 1 or oUOn Spanish 
Dollars, but for which I trust for their approbation, 
should it be considered to promote the public -ch ice. 

1 have now respectfully to advert to the important 
question of the exchanges and agreements which it 
may be advisable to make with the Siamese, and on 
which I am directed to submit my opinion in vour 
letter of the 12th of March. 


With the desire of placing before Government 
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all the information which I have been able to collect, 
bearing not only upon this particular question, but 
upon our general interests and relations with the 
nations of India beyond the Ganges, I have prepared 
the rough sketch of a chart ot those countries with 
a series of explanatory notes, and I now transmit them 
along with tins dispatch, trusting that notwithstanding' 
the hurried manner in which they have been un- 
avoidably got up, they may be found of some assistance 
in the important deliberations which now occupy the 
Government, 

ln di'cu-.sing the question of our agreements and 
exchanges with the Siamese Court, I shall take it for 
granted that the maritime possessions of the Burmans 
from Martaban to Mergni are conquered and occupied 
by a British force, and that we are to negotiate with 
this advantage. I nder such a state of things. I have no 
scruple in considering that the moment is at length 
arriyed when it i~ within our reach to arrange all our 
ditfnvnees with t lie Siamese — to place our commercial 
intercourse both, with that nation and with Ava upon 
a liberal footing, calculated to open a new and exten- 
sive channel to Briti-h indu-try, and filially to place 
us in an attitude which will afford us. at little risk or 
i‘.\p i'~e. ample -ccur.tx Sgaiii't the future aggressions 
and arrogance of either power. 

This van ibh* cheer, a- it appeal’s ,u me. mav be 
attained by the n, a-uiv of retaining permanent 
postc-siou it the Provinces of Morgan and Tavoy. or 
e\ on bv t ho m. ire limit e 1 one ot p ■rmunentl v occupying 
the jiert- ,f I’avoy and Mergui, with perhaps a small 
jiort.cn of i he territory adj u-eni to each. This last 
rest noted eeeupation. as it can scarcely be deemed a 
terr.torial extension, and is in justice no more than 
a in ‘as are of precaution and security may probably 
deserve a preietvnce, and 1 shall therefore assume it 
with a \ ie\v io tin* arrangement which 1 have to offer 
to the consideration of Government. 
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* “marches” 
dup. copy. 


I venture therefore respectfully to propose that 
the ports of Mergni .anil Tavoy. hut especially the 
latter, should be retained as British possessions : that 
they should be fortified, and declared free port- on the 
principle so Slice ;s-f.illy pur.-imd in regard to Sing- 
apore and that the maritime pos-^ssims of the 
Barmans from Martaban downwards -honld be given 
over to the Siamese in c .uisider.itic’i ot a favorable 
commercial treaty, and certain securities connected 
with Prince of Wale- L-lnid an 1 it - local relations. 

AN’itli a view to explain rim advantages contem- 
plated by this arrany-ii; mr. a brief av iiiat of those 
two ports may be nee.'— ary. Tavoy lie- between the 
13° and 1-1° degree- of X. intitu le, and the month of 
the river may be con-ider-d a< tl e pr-'p-r port. The 
river of Tavoy to a con-ideiubk* di-t me - in the interior 
is tit for notice navigation. Tim town is about 8 
leagues up tim river -ifuated in a fertile country 
abounding in the or !i nary neejs-arie- of life. Jt is 
but 7 ordinary mile.- ' ir.'mi B.aug-kok. the capital of 
Siam, and apparently nut ah >vo 2 nr 3 day- easy sail 
at any -ea-on of the year trim IMartabau and llangoon. 

Mergni lie- between the 12 and 13 degrees ot 
Latitude and is situated upon an i.-Iand at the month 
of the river of Telia— erim. It is described as in every 
re-pect one of the mo-t enmmodious ]>orts in India, 
.admitting tlie ingTe-- and ogre-s of -hips of any 
burthen in both nniuu ms. bung perfectly safe 'vheu 
entered, and admitting of communication with the 
British ports to tin; North an l South ot it. but 
particularly with Calcutta, throughout, the whole year. 
The neighbouring country is naturally fertile, and 
even at present, and after the long misrule ot the 
Bmanans. abounding in the necessaries ot life. Many ot 
these advantages will be app.aient from the inspection 
of an ordinary chart of the Bay of Bengal. This 
was the port given over to Louis flit; 11th in the 
year 1088 by Treaty as one of the two Keys to the 
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Kingdom of Siam. It was actually occupied by a 
French Force for a considerable time as well as 
Bang-kok the modern Capital. 

The first great advantage which may b j con- 
templated from the occupation of Tavoy and Mergui 
will be the main security which they will afford ns 
against the future insolences and aggressions of the 
Burmans or even of the Sianm-e. By the occupation 
of these posts '* we shall at once be placed in an 
attitude to command in no inconsiderable degree the 
destinies of both powers without subjecting ourselves 
to any ri'k. probably to little expense, an l without, 
the necessity of interim? Idling in the polities of either 
Cenrt, or incurring the hazard of extending our 
territorial possessions as a nere--ary measure of ind nu- 
llity or retaliation for new provocations. Tavoy. as 
jii't mentioned, lies upon the immediate confines of the. 
most assailable and vulnerable portion of the Burtinn 
dominions, the subjugated and discontinued King loin 
of Pegu, and is within a tew marches of the Siamese 
capital. It may b.> s.ifely exp.-ete l therefore that the- 
bare conscience of our existence in this strong position 
will produce a silent and salutary influence on the. 
native counsels which shall render direct interference 
needless. Our own situation at the sine time both at, 
Mergui and Tavoy will n'. veil us entire security from 
the attacks or inroads of bath of these Suites. These 
IV to 1 are assailable only l:v Sea. a nude of atta-k o! 
which they are incapable, for. bv land tliev are secured 
by the natural b Uriel's of mountains and fore-ta 
again-t the barbarous and unskilful tactics of these 
Nations, the siiflieienr and conclusive proof of which 
is tlii* incapacity ol the Siamese after treipienf. 
attempts to iveonipier them, notwithstanding their 
vicinity to their capital, and tlie feeble opposition of 
t he Bunnans. 


The next great benefit which may be contemplated 
from the possession ol the Ports of Mergui and Ta\oy 
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is immediately connected with the higher and more 
general interests of our Indian Umpire at large. The 
central and convenient positions of these Posts* as well 
as the natural rm-ourc j s of their neighbourhoods point 
them out as -tat ions of the utmost importance for the 
refuge, the refreshment, the repair, or even the con- 
struction both of our Military and Commercial Navy 
in a period of European hostilities : an advantage 
which is not now for the first time brought to the 
notice of the Supreme Government. My own indi- 
vidual conviction indeed of their utility in this point 
of view is such that I venture respectfully to submit 
it as my opinion that our Indian Commerce and even 
our possessions will be scarcely secure from an 
European enemy until the Port- of Mergui and Tavoy 
be in our occupation. When on the other hand this 
-hall be the case, we are at oime undisputed Wasters 
of tile Commerce, the Navigation an I the Military 
Positions. not only of the Bay of Bengal, and the 
We-tern Coa-t of Hind u-ran. but even of the whole 
Straits of Maluc-i down to t !m China Sea. the most 
important avenue to which B a! so under out control 
a- Iona a- we ■ .detain po~.-e— inn of Singapore. 

Tim remainir.c ad van tan ■ which may be expected 
from the mainl' malice of these important Posts'* on 
the Coast of Tena—erim refer to the extension 
and -eciiritj ol mn ('.umnercc. The safety and 
accC'-ibilny ol the-- Harbour-, but especially of 
that < f Merg.ii have id re, a ]y b vn adverted to. 
mil in al'dlinn to llic-t ipialitic'. their central 
am! i i .c, 'incur geographical po-itiou for trade, with 
tlm r.aturd i , * , -oiir. c- ot the tea iturie- which surround 
then:, e-pe dally m'ommrtil them as fit stations for 
( 'omioce i.al Emporia. Jn ivl'eicir e to the first ot 
tlm-e advantage- it i- only iwv— ary to refer to their 
ca-y and imt vov di-tanf eommunication with Bengal 
on tile one hand, and with Bm Straits of iMalacca and 
tlum inti rmeiliar 1 !y with China on the other, as well 
:i' tile ea-y acccr. with U limy id alibi'd Us internally 
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to several millions of new customers among the 
Barmans and Siamese, a people proved by recent 
experience to have a taste and capacity for consuming 
our manufactures. 

The natural resources of the Provinces immediate- 
ly connected with the Ports of Mergui and Tavoy are 
from every account very considerable. I shall confine 
myself here to an enumeration of a few of their prin- 
cipal productions. These independent of a cheap 
supply of corn consist of Tin, Sapan-wood. Stielac 
and Timber. 

Tin exists in all the Countries of the Coast of 
Tenasserim up to Tavoy inclusive, and the mines of 
tli is metal which at present are in a state of great 
depression, will soon become productive under British 
protection, and with the skill and industry of the 
Chinese Emigrants, who will soon be attracted to them 
by the encouragement of our presence. 

The ranges of mountain- in the interior of' the-e 
Provinces afford the largest supply ot S' (pan >rond in 
the world, at piv-ent available only to Siam, from the 
want of all market fm it on the Western Coast. Of 
this commodity it may be necessary to remark that 
it is at present in high request as a dying material 
among British Manufacturers, and that there is an 
extensive demand for it in the British market where it 
brings more than double the price of Logwood, a com- 
modity the very privilege of cutting which has been 
heretofore made the subject of conventions in the 
Diplomacy of Europe. 

The third Article of produce, Stic-lac, is one which 
it is sufficiently known has under its different modific- 
ations become of late years of great importance in 
Commerce, promising in time to vie in value and ex- 
tent of consumption with Indigo itself. Of the des- 
scription produced in the Tenasserim Provinces it is 
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sufficient to state that it is of the sam-' kind anil 
quality with that of Siam which by recent trial?- in the 
Calcutta market is proved to he much superior to that 
of Pegue and three rimes as valuable a- thm uf Ib-ngil. 

The neighbourhood of Mergui pr-nluees abundance 
*• ? Marbao. ot the wood called Mil. -boo \ which is well suited for 
ship-building and among Indian Woods the next in 
value to Teak. Neither this place nor Tavov indeed 
afford Teak wood itself which however is readilv floated 
down the river ot Martaban at no i no mvenienf dis- 
tance, this stream being said to pass thro" some of 
the principal Teak forests of Pegue. From thence it 
might easily be conveyed, even to M-vgui bv a vovago 
ot about cue third tile length of tli it for a similar 
purpose from Rangoon to Calcutta. 

As imni'-diately connected with the subject 1 iiiav 
for a moment advert to the probability of rendering 
the proposed British Settlements available for Naval 
Depots, Arsenals, and Docks, and it may be con- 
jectured that Mergui especially is peculiarly well fitted 
tor the formation of ?nch establishments, as indepen- 
dent uf the other advantages already referred to. the 
Tide instead of rising as at other European establish- 
ments near the Equator to 0 and c’ feet rises here to 
1 I and lo feet ; an elevation considered bv professional 
men as necessary to tlm construction of wet docks. 

In relation to the question ot occupying Mergui 
and Tavoy I shall only further respectfully add that 
should this important measure lie carried into effect, 
a pleasing prospect of industry will be developed, and 
the trade of the Eastern (Mast of tin- B;iy of Bengal, 
which was in early periods ot the Ihiropenu connexion 
one ot the most, considerable, bur which the tyranny 
and jealous policy of the Court of Ava have, for at 
least half a century, nearly blotted out from the com- 
meicial map ot Asia, will under British protection 
oe speedily restored to a share ot prosperity much. 
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beyond what it enjoyed in any former period ot its 
history. 

The next point upon which I have the honor to 
submit mr sentiments is the nature of the arrangements 
which it may be useful or convenient to make with 
the Siamese Government respecting the local interests 
of P. W. Island, Before entering upon this topic, 

I feel it to be my duty to offer it respectfully as my 
clear and distinct conviction that the interests, 
however valuable otherwise, are of secondary im- 
portance to those which have just b?en considered, 
while in fact the most essential of them are virtually 
secured by the establishment of the former. 

For facility of reference I beg to submit the. 
following brief sketch of the Malay State of Queda, 
and its relations >o immediately connected with the. 
present question. It extends above a hundred miles 
along the shore from the Latitude of Ub of*' to o° and 
embraces about one half the breadth of the Peninsula, 
or from 10 to Of* miles. Besides this the numerous 
islands on the coast belong to it : some of which are of 
considerable size, but most of them desert and 
uninhabited. To the south it is bounded by Perak, a 
principality as large as itself and to the X. K. by 
Patani which is much larger. Both of these are, like 
itself, amplest ionable tributaries of .Siam. 

Queda. before its occupation by the Siatne-e, 
contained from 10 to oO.OOO inhabitants, and the 
llajah. by creating monopolies and by other means 
little short of extortion, realized an annual revenue <>t‘ 
about 30,000 Dollars, exlusive of the stipend of PUK'D 
paid by the British Government. The demand for 
grain by the population of P. Wb Island was the cause 
ot a considerable cultivation of rice in a few favored 
spots along the banks of the rivers, but in general the 
country is covered with an extensive torest. and to 
such an extent that the population can scarcely be 
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computed to exceed 8 inhabitants to a square mile. 
Queda is generally destitute of all those commodities 
which give some commercial consequence to the otliei 
states of the Peninsula : such as tin. gold, pepper 
and other ordinary Malayan products. 

It is almost superfluous to mention that P. W. 
Island, with a strip of territory 20 miles long and 8 
broad, are portions of the Queda principality, and that 
they owe their present culture and population exclu- 
sively to British protection, being one dreary and 
uninhabited forest when we obtained possession. Tt i~ 
of importance here to remark that since the Siamese 
occupation, a vast number ot' the Malays of Queda 
have emigrated into the British territories, transfer- 
ring thither tinder more favorable aii'pices the culture 
of grain which was formerly < arried on within the 
native districts fur the supply of P. \V. Island : thn< 
contributing already to render any mnin-rtion with 
that country le-s necos-ary to us. 

1' tom tl.i- rapid 'ketch, it will perhaps appear to 
the Government that the acquisition of the Supivmaf v 
ot Queda w not a matter ot the first moment to us. nor 
perhaps one calculated to insure iis any object of 
material value — that it may entail upon U' on the con- 
trary Tuture inconvenience and embarrassment, and 
that while its relinquishment by the Siamese mav lie a 
matter of considerable difficulty, to contend tor it on 
ours may invoke the sacrifice ot object' ot far greater 
moment and utilitv. 

These different points demand respectively some 
explanation. The great inconvenience which lias been 
felt at P. W. Island for the last lb years, and since the 
recovery of the Siamese power, has arisen simply and 
solely, according to my conception, from the British 
Power having come into accidental collision with the 
Siamese Government at this weak and detached point 
of our Empire, and therefore in a situation not calcu- 
lated to impress the proud and ignorant Court of Siam 
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with the necessary respect for our strength and 
resources. This delusion will be at once dissipated by 
our permanent occupation ofTavoy and Mergui. and 
by the great lesson of our strength which the results 
of the Burmau war will have taught the nations be- 
yond the Ganges, and which by commanding their 
respect will in future render all palliative aud cor- 
rective expedients unnecessary. 

In the reports which I had the honor to la}' be- 
fore Government respecting the Mission to Siam, I 
offered it as my opinion that more advantage was 
likely to accrue to us from a direct intercourse with 
the Siamese than with the more uncivilized and less 
industrious Malays, whose connection, although it had 
lasted for near -10 years, had been productive of no 
beneficial change in their own manners, and no sen- 
sible advantage to us, and I still continue to entertain 
these sentiments. 

It is. however, to be remarked that the acquisition 
of the supremacy of Qaeda, even could it be obtained 
without difficulty and without sacrifice, by no means 
removes from us the vicinage of the Siamese or their 
political influence. They would still in such a case 
possess the Superiority of Perak reaching far to the 
South of us, and of Patani to the East, while tlieir 
own immediate territory would bound us to the north, 
so that they would thus in a great measure continue 
nearly to surround ourselves and our feeble ally. 

The inconveniences which I am led to apprehend 
by our acquiring the Supremacy over Queda arise 
from the certainty of its becoming sooner or later 
necessary for us to interfere in the affairs of the 
Native Government. This principality is under our im- 
mediate eye — the national character will be implicated 
in its good or bad government, and that it will be ill 
governed and our powerful support to the sovereign 
employed as an instrument for the oppression of his 
subjects, is what may reasonably be expected, not only 
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from the example of all former cases <>i a similar 
nature, but from the barbarous character of the people 
and the evil habits of their rulers. Such a state of 
things might ultimately lead to the necessity ot 
assuming the direct management of the Country, and 
thus involve the question of territorial extension over 
a Country destitute of natural resources, ot singular 
poverty, and of which the sovereignty would serve no 
purpose, but to involve ns in a needless and heavy 
expence. 

Even in the personal character of the present; 
Raja of Queda we have nothing to hope for should he 
be restored, for it is admitted by his own friends that 
his oppressive and rapacious conduct had long lost him 
the affections of his subjects, that this encouraged the 
invasion of the Siamese, and that it was in short the 
principal cause which led to the loss of his throne. 

I have respectfully to submit that according to 
my conception of the local interests ot P. W. Island 
every useful advantage will be adequately secured by 
a cession to us in full sovereignty of all that portion ot 
the Queda territory not already in our occupation 
which extends from the river C'rean to that of Marbao, 
and backwards the whole way to the mountains ot 
Patani, and by a complete renunciation ot the right 
of sovereignty and supremacy over P. W. Island, neces- 
sarily implying also a renunciation of the stipend paid 
to the Rajas of Queda. 

Over a tract of country of this limited extent, 
British administration and legislation may be brought 
to operate at once with advantage and efficiency, 
and provision is already made for such an accession of 
territory by the existing charter of Justice for the 
Island. A well defined boundary such as now describ- 
ed will, at the same time, I presume to believe, secure 
us more effectually from collision with the Siamese 
authority than the feeble remedy of interposing a 
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weak and tributary state, for in that situation we shad 
be in direct contact with the comparatively strong 
and responsible Government of Siam, then as I trust 
bound to us by treaties, and awed into respect and 
moderation as well by the commanding attitude of our 
position on the Coast of Tenasserim as by the reputa- 
tion of our arms, and united to us at the same time by 
the common ties of a commercial intercourse which is 
daily growing in magnitude and consequence. 

A mature consideration of the character of the 
new relation in which the Raja of Queda would stand 
in the event of his becoming our tributary will un- 
doubtedly add force to this argument. When restored 
he must for ever be the secret enemy of the Siamese, 
and with such sentiments, a conduct of much for- 
bearance is scarcely to be expected from him. The 
Siamese on their part again with the known pride of 
that people, can hardly be supposed to submit very 
tamely to the sudden loss of a tributary and dependant 
[state] of whole centuries standing: Provocations 
and insults will follow, and we may be readily 
involved in the unprofitable quarrel of our ally. 

The Raja of Queda while he was in authority can 
scarcely be said to have established upon us any very 
strong claims. He was placed indeed under circum- 
stances of some temptation and some difficulty, but he 
readily gave way to them, and his behaviour was 
usually vacillating and uncandid. while there existed 
strong reasons for complaining even of some positive 
evasions of his connection with us. Whatever in- 
demnity therefore lie receives, should the Siamese not 
voluntarily restore him to his throne, he will owe 
rather to our sense of justice, and to our compassion, 
than to any claim of a political nature. I must 
respectfully suggest therefore that the stipend of 
10,000 Spanish Dollars heretofore paid to him for 
P. W. Island should now be paid to him as a Pension 
for life. In such an event we shall amply have 
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acquitted ourselves of any obligation "hirh we may 
be supposed to lie under to him, and Ids own condi- 
tion after all will not be worse than that of the titular 
sultans of Joliore who boast a much higher rank, or 
if he should be inclined to take a different view of hi~ 
destiny, he must charge his misfortunes to the 
Siamese Government who are the only authors of it. 

The last question which 1 have the honor to 
bring under the notice of Government is the com- 
mercial arrangements which it may be expedient to 
form with the Court of Siam. Upon this important 
subject, 1 have already had the honor of submitting 
my views at considerable length, and the period has 
now arrived when I trust it will be in the power 
of Government to obtain a considerable share of 
freedom and security for our commercial interests with 
that Kingdom. 

It is scarcely necessary to insist at any length in 
this place upon the extent and value of the trade 
which Siam is capable of conducting with the British 
Dominions and I shall only shortly observe that it is 
the persuasion of those who have had the greatest 
experience of it, and who are most interested in its 
results that there is no Asiatic Country where so 
decided a taste prevails for the consumption ot 
European and Indian manufactures, and tew capable 
of affording such rich and varied products in return. 

That 1 may present to the Government however 
at a single view a picture of the capabilities of this 
branch of commerce, I beg leave to state the few 
following facts. The modern intercourse between 
Siam and the British possessions had its first origin 
about 12 years ago. The first year of the Establishment 
of Singapore 4 junks from Siam visited the place. 
This season there have visited it 35 junks which have 
imported Siamese produce to the extent of between 
4 and 5000 tons, and exported British and Indian 
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manufactures to the value of little less than 250,000 
Spanish Dollars, or half a million of Calcutta Sicca 
Rupees. 

The statement now made does not include the 
less considerable trade carried on at the same time 
directly under the British flag, yet it is this branch 
which moie immediately requires and demands pro- 
tection and security, because it is in this department, 
on account of the superior capital, skill and essential 
economy with which it is conducted, that there is 
reason to look for the widest and most rapid extensions. 

The principal obstacle which the European trade 
has to contend with in Siam exists in the monopolies 
and claims of pre-emption exercised by the officers of 
the Siamese Government, and in general in their 
vexatious and ignorant interference in the details of a 
cargo. These restraints and vexations which are 
nearly confined to it have during the two last years 
almost entirely driven away European Shipping, and 
having thus failed to produce to the Siamese officers 
the emoluments upon which they were reckoning, 
there is ground to hop:-, considering the favorable 
auspices under which the negotiations will be 
opened, that they will be induced to relinquish 
their pernicious and useless privileges without any 
serious difficulty. 

The trade of the Chinese in Siam is upon the 
whole on a fair footing, advantageous both to them- 
selves and to the Siamese Government, and this 
equitable and not invidious precedent for the establish- 
ment of our own commercial interests may be kept 
in mind. The terms of it however imply a consider- 
able ‘.knowledge of native details which would render 
it less suitable to us, and upon the whole d am of 
opinion, that the most convenient possible arrange- 
ment for the British trade would be the payment at 
once of a handsome and determinate sum for each ship 



r oi i 


rated accorling to her tonnage or mo.-i'ii reinmit — 
implying of course an entire exemption from aH export 
and import duties. 

The presents and peiquhites of office now paid 
should I am of opinion remain untouched. The-e are 
neither oppre-sive nor heavy in amount, and their 
continuance will at <m.v "'ratify rim vanity of the 
Siamese, and secure their attention and good otliees. 

1 may take leave of this question by respectfully 
siiugestinsr it as my humble conviction, that should 
our trade with Siam he finally established on the 
terms and conditions n j\v Mibmittel to the Right 
Honble. the Governor (General. [ he] will, by carrying 
such a mens lire into effect, confer an inestimable boon 
upon the commercial interests of the Iv.nnire at large, 
which must be appreciated with gratitu le. 

1 shall bring this dispatch to a conclusion by 
offering to the consideration of the Riu'ht Honble. the 
Governor General a few observations upon the most 
expedient time and circumstances for conducting our 
negotiations with the Court of Siam. it is my 
distinct conviction on these points that the negotia- 
tion should be conducted by the Political Agent 
of the Governor General only — that it should 
be conducted on the spot where our Armies are 
acting, and before they are withdrawn ; but above all, 
that no haste should be evinced in miking territorial 
concessions to the Siamese. Unless the character of 
the Siamese Court lias been great l\ misunderstood, 
the display of our military power which is now 
making in their immediate neighbourhood will pro- 
duce a decided and a salutary change in its senti- 
ments and policy, and such a moment must not be 
lost. It will be obvious that the Agent to the 
Governor General will under these circumstances 
negotiate with an authority and efficiency which 
cannot be looked for from any other quarter. He will 
also obtain from his situation an accurate knowledge 

O 
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ot all tliO'e local details which are at present wanting 
and which are so essential to the success ol the 
negotiation. The conquests made on the (‘oast of 
Tenasserim should be retained tor a time sufficiently 
lone' to convince the Siamese Court that we are not 
unacquainted with the value of what we propose to 
exchange with them, and in general it, should be 
made to appear that the negotiation is rather sought 
for on their part than tendered on ours. 

I have the honor to submit tor the information of 
tin; Right llonble. the (Governor (leneral in Council 
the outlines of such a convention with the Siamese 
Sec Notes (iovernnienr 5 as it appears to me would place our 

towards a Treaty . , 

already printed, relations with that power on a convenient and 
straits settle- advantageous footing. Each article is accompanied 

merits, Vol. 99. , 

by a tew necessary expianat ion<. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) •). RAWER El > 

Resident. 


Singapore 

olsf Max' 1S21. 
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Captn. Canning 
at Rangon 10 : 
June, 1824. 


FORT CORNWALLIS The 22 July 1821. 


CARTA IN CAN NINO at RANGOON. 


To R. IBBETSON Esquire 
Secretary to Government 

FORT CORNWALLIS 
Sir, 

a * * * * 

o. With reference to the communications pen- 
ding between the Government of Fort Cornwallis and 
the Siamese power, and more particularly to the 
deputation of Lieutenant Low to the Rajah of Ligor. 
it appears to me that this latter measure can hardly 
fail of being productive of the most important results 
with respect to the contest in which we are non 
engaged w ith the Burmese. The King of Siam, pos- 
sessed of authority and official information of our 
being at war \\ ith that nation, will in all probability 
advance his forces and thus further distract their 
councils and operations to the Southward, it would 
no doubt be highly desirable for a detached foice from 
this place to occupy Tavoy and Wergui, but the 
unfavorable season of the year appears to afford little 
chance of such an attempt being made with success. 

V v # t * * 


I have &ea. 

(Signed) J. CANNING Captn. 
Political Agent . 

Rangoon 
10: June 1S21. 
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Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations, 
Vol. 323. 


Sect. Dept. 


* See ante, in 
this Vol. 


FORT WILLIAM, 11th June 1821. 


TO THE HONORABLE 

WM. EDWARD PHILLIPS. Esqre. 

Governor in Council of 
Prince of Wales’ Island. 


Honble. Sir, 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your dispatch dated 26th April last*, the perusal of 
which has afforded us much satisfaction. 

2. We regard as highly culpable the conduct of 
the Rajah of Queda in opening a clandestine con’es- 
pondence with the Court of Ava. whilst living under 
British protection. The consequences of that improper 
and unjustifiable step could scarcely have failed of en- 
tailing serious embarrassment under almost any other 
circumstances than those of the present moment ; we 
nevertheless rejoice at the prospect which now exists 
of the restoration of our antient Ally to his hereditary 
dominions, on terms so fair and reasonable as those 
stated in your President's Minute ; and it will be very 
satisfactory to us to find that the Government of Siam 
receives your proposition to the above effect, in as 
favorable a manner, as the Rajah of Ligore has done. 
In the mean time the Ex-Rajah of Queda will of course 
be on his guard against any treachery which the 
Siamese may meditate the execution of, under the 
cloak of friendly and pacific intentions. We will only 
add further on this point, that both the manner in 
which the Honble. the Governor opened his Communi- 
cations with the Rajah of Ligore on the subject of 
Quedah, and the tenor of his several addresses to that 
Chief have our entire approbation. 



[ 58 ] 


3. The Correspondence of the Court of An in 
the Qaeda affair is extremely euriou~ and interesting, 
and demonstrates in a remarkable manner the gra-p- 
ing and ambitious spirit which influences the Couni ils 
of that State. 

4. The cordial disposition manife-ted by your 
Covt. to co-operate to the extent of your means in our 
projected attack on the capital of the enemy's domini- 
ons, demands our sincere acknowledgements, and we 
doubt not that the Vessels and craft which you have 
so promptly dispatched to the Rangoon lliver, will 
prove of essential service. We trust to hear shortly 
of their safe arrival, and shall be prepared to sanction 
any expenses which you may have found it necessary 
to incur in making arrangements for the hire or pur- 
chase of these and other Boats. Your suggestion 
regarding descents. Tavoy &oa, with the view to 
collect a quantity of the large Burmali Boats, will 
doubtless meet with due attention from the Brigr. 
Genl. Sir A. Campbell, to whom the conduct and 
regulation of all military operations on the coasts of 
Pegue and Tenasserim has been entrusted. 


o. We have the honor to express our concurrence 
in the measure of deputing Lieutt. Low on a Mission 
to the Itajah of Ligore for the purpose of affording 
explanation regarding the existing War between the 
British Govt, and the State of Ava, and of urging 
a speedy settlement of the Quedah question, and 
shall look forward with particular interest to the 
receipt of accounts of his reception and conferences. 

(i. We are of opinion that the active exertions of 
the Siamese against the Burmahs should be invited and 
encouraged to the utmost extent, though it will evident- 
ly be desirable to let them prosecute hostilities entirely 
in their own way, and to select their own points of 
attack, and you will of course abstain from committing 

o 
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the British Government by any specific engagements 
to support their future operations. From the deter- 
minecl spirit of defiance and hostility evinced by the 
Burmese no less than from their bravery and conduct 
on several occasions, and the success which they have 
obtained on our own frontier, it seems probable that 
the contest will be obstinately prolonged by that 
people, and hence there will doubtless be abundance, 
of leisure for the Siamese Govt, to second our measures 
and at the same time recover any places which they 
may desire to wrest from the common enemy, by 
creating a powerful diversion on the Eastern frontier 
of Ava. 

7. We are apprized by a letter just received Iroiu 
the Resident at Singapore ( Copy of which is herewith 
transmitted) that that officer has communicated officially 
to the Court ot Siam the occurrence of war between 
the British and Burmah Government. 

S. Previous to the receipt of your present dis- 
patch we had discovered and corrected our former 
oversight in stating Junk Ceylon to be temporarily in 
the possession of the Burmahs. 

We have &ea. 

(Signed) AMllERST 
„ K. PAGET 

-J. FEND ALL 


PORT WILLIAM 
lltli June 1824. 
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS the 21 .June 1821, 
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Straits Settle- 
merits, Vol. 95, 

p. 806-8. 

Letter from the Rouble. W. E. PHILLIPS 
-ro the Rajah of Governor of Pulo Penang to the Rajah of Ligore. 

Ligore 15 June 
1824. 

The Governor of Pnlo Penang lias now the satis- 
faction to communicate to His Highness the Rajah of 
Ligore the success of the British Arms against the 
Burmalis. The Port of Rangoon was taken in a few 
hours and is now in possession of the British troops, 
and Negrais, Cheduba and Bassein have also been 
taken. Several large expeditions from Bengal, Madras 
and Bombay have already proceeded to Rangoon and 
others are to follow. If the Rajah of Ligore is dis- 
posed to accede to the proposals lately made to him, 
the Governor of Pulo Penang requests he will im- 
mediately dispatch his fleets of Prows which are 
equipped at the Northern Ports of Quedah to cooperate 
with the British troops at Rangoon, by which His 
Highness will participate in the glory of having sub- 
dued the haughty power of Ava, which State has been 
no less an enemy to the Siamese than it is to the 
British Government. 

The Governor again expresses a hope that the 
Rajah of Ligore will not delay dispatching his Boats to 
attack the Burmalis and expedite the conquest of the 
Kingdom. 


(Signed) \V. L. PHILLIPS Governor. 

Penang 
15 June 1824. 
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Resident at 
Singapore 
21 June 1824. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 8 July 1824. 


RESIDENT at SINGAPORE. 


To. 

R. IBBETSON Esquire 

Secretary to the Government 

Prince Wales Island. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
of your letter of the 10 : of May transmitting agreeably 
to the wish expressed by the Supreme Government, 
various papers and documents connected with the 
subject of the war in which we are engaged with the 
state of Ava. 

1 beg respectfully to lay before the Honorable the 
Governor in Council copy of a letter which, in 
obedience to instructions contained in a dispatch from 
the Secretary to Government in the Political Depart- 
ment dated 30 : January. I have addressed to the 
Siamese Minister. 

[ shall, have the honor of submitting to the 
Honorable the Governor in Council without delay, 
and from time to time such information from Siam 
bearing upon the question of Burman war as may be 
received at this place. 

1 have &ea. 

(Signed) J. CRAWFCRD 

Resident. 

Singapore 
21 June 1S2L. 
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Enclosure. 


The letter of -John Crawfurd E-quire Resident of 
Singapore to His Excellency the Cliao I’m IVah-K lang, 
Chao Kun-Kosa &c. 

I am commanded by the Governor General ot 
India to communicate to your Excellency for the 
information of His Majesty the King of Siam, that he 
has declared war against the Borman-. anil shortly to 
state the causes which have led to that event. The 
Siamese Court sufficiently know-- the faitlile— character 
of the Burman Government, and the restless ambition 
with which they are constantly disturbing the peace 
of their neighbours. Last year intent upon the con- 
quest and destruction of your nation, they sent an 
embassy to the King of Cochin China praying him to 
join them in an offensive league tor your overthrow, 
but that prudent and just Prince lias declined all 
connexion with so dangerous a people. That your 
Excellency may entertain no doubt respecting the 
wicked purposes of this Mission, I send you a 
translation of the letter with which the Burman 
Embassadors were charged. 

Our nation, which are the neigbours of the 
Burmans to the West have not been able to escape by 
a conduct of the most guarded forbearance, the effects 
of their unprincipled ambition and vanity. For years 
together they continued to harass us by seizing and 
enslaving our subjects, and by addressing our Govern- 
ment in the arrogant language of a people unacquaint- 
ed with their own essential weakness and ignorant of 
the forms of intercourse between great nations. This 
insolence lias at length been carried to the last 
extremity by the seizure of one portion of our territory, 
and the invasion of another. War has in consequence 
been declared. A great fleet and army has sailed 
from Bengal and Madras to seize upon Rangoon, 
Martaban, Tavoy and Mergui, and the Governor 
General has declared that he will not lay down his 
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arms until ample reparation shall have been made. 
Conquest is not his object but your Excellency will 
have the satisfaction of seeing, as the result of this 
war. the Burman nation deprived, for ever of the power 
of disturbing the peace of their neighbours. 

The Merchants of Calcutta, Penang and Singa- 
pore have been directed to furnish you with every 
description of arms and ammunition which you may 
require, and 1 request you will be pleased to communi- 
cate to the Honorable the Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island or inform me in what manner we can be useful 
to you in prosecuting the war against the common 
enemy. 

I have the commands of the Governor General to 
make to his Majesty the strongest assurances of friend- 
ship and good will, and I beg to offer you a small 
present as a token of my respect. 

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD. 

Resident. 

Singapore 
13 May 1821. 

A True (dopy 

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD, 

Resident. 
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LIEUTT. LOW at TRANO. 


Lieutt. Low at 
Trang dated 21: 
June 1824. 


To. 

R. IBBETSOX Esquire 

Secretary to Government 

Prince of Wales Island. 


Sir. 


1 have the honor to report for the information of 
the Honorable the Governor in Council that after 
meeting with many vexatious obstacles to the prosecu- 
tion of the objects of the Mission on which I have 
been deputed, and which have arisen out of tin* 
extremely cautious disposition of the Siamese authori- 
ties here and elsewhere— And after a tedious corre.— 
pondence with the Rajah of Ligor, which has only 
served the more to excite instead of gratifying hL 
desire to become acquainted with particulars, His 
Highness has at length adopted the singular resolution 
of holding a conference with me here at Trang in place 
of receiving me at Ligor. 


This resolution of the Rajah, contained in a letter 
to my address only reached me last night, and I have 
lost no time in directing Captain Che vers to proceed 
with this dispatch to Penang in order that the Honor- 
able the Governor in Council may be apprized as early 
as possible of the intentions of the Raja. 

1 have taken advantage of this fortunate deter- 
mination of His Highness, and in my reply to his last 
letter, which will probably reach him about the 
middle of his journey, have given him fairly to under- 
stand that however happy 1 will be to meet him here, 
still that in not receiving the Mission at his capital 
he has departed from the established customs of 
independent nations in their treatment of embassies. 
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Although my endeavours to gain an overland 
passage to Ligor have thus proved vain, yet it will I 
hope be evident that this minor object. ( in so far as 
regards the main purposes of the Mission ) however 
desirable in itself, could not have been attained with- 
out foregoing the only chance remaining of procuring 
a seasonable supply of boats. 

His Highness may be expected here in the course 
of live or six days, but not sooner. 

As the time seems to me. from a perusal of my 
instructions, to have passed, within which a supply of 
boats might have proved of advantage to the public 
Service. 1 am therefore very anxious to learn, before 
conferring on the subject with the ltajah, whether the 
Honorable the Governor in Council is still desirous 
that an engagement he entered into with His High- 
ness on this head. 

Should the Rajah arrive before a reply returns to 
this dispatch the subject can be postponed for a couple 
of days. It boats are not now required and notice 
shall reach me in time, a fair occasion will then pre- 
sent itself for representing to His Highness the 
excellent opportunity which his dilatory conduct has 
lost him for displacing Ids friend yldisposition towards 
the Rritish Government and of realizing his former 
numerous professions of the existence of amicable 
feelings in his mind. 

It seems to me however requisite in order to 
account in some measure for His Highness's conduct, 
to notice that from the general tone adoped by hint in 
his correspondence with me, and that used by his 
officers of rank In the various conferences I have had 
with them, it would appear that His Highness stands 
much more in awe, and lies more under the immediate 
control, of the Court of Bankok than he is willing to 
admit, or allow others to suspect. 
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The consideration tliat such might really he the 
case lias prevented me from hitherto alluding, except 
in a very casual way to the subject of boat'. My in- 
structions did not warrant any other mode of procedure. 

I have also every reason to believe that had any direct 
application for boats been made by me. the Rajah 
would immediately have supposed that the Mission 
had been sent for the sole purpose of asking for them, 
and he might have been thereby induced to slight the 
Mission instead of directing it to be treated with the 
marked x’espect and attention it has met with, and ho 
would most probably in that case have left the matter 
to the decision of the vain and presumptuous Court 
of Siam, which would have readily and gla'dlv seized 
so inviting an occasion of holding up the English t 0 
the world as a people who were urged by necessity 
and nob induced by mere motives ot eonveniency to 
seek its aid. Much more therefore under this view 
of the case would have been lost in real dignity at a 
juncture when, if I mistake not. the chief aim seemed, 
as it now seems, to be to impress the nations in our 
neighbourhood with a just sense of the power and 
humanity of the British, than could have been coun- 
terbalanced by any aid in point of boats which the 
Siamese might have been willing to grant. 

It was only by a personal conference with the 
Rajah that I could hope to effect the object in view, 
and at the same time prevent His Highness presuming 
too much on what he might feel disposed to grant. 

From all the enquiries I have made and my own 
observation, it does not appear to me that the Rajah is 
in possession of more than twenty boats capable of 
performing a voyage to Rangoon, and even these could 
not venture to sea without considerable preparation. 
They have no decks and are indifferently rigged, and 
they are for the most part so low in the gunwale that 
the least sea must wash over them. 
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1 have seen some of those which were employed in 
the invasion of Kedda. but they are nearly worn out 
and quite unfit for the purpose required. 

It shall be my duty (in the event of my not 
receiving a reply to this letter in sufficient time ) to 
conclude a provisional agreement only with the Rajah, 
provided he has power to give boats without a previous 
reference to Bankok. 

After having fully conferred with His Highness, 

I will dispatch a native boat to Penang with such 
information as it may appear of importance should be 
communicated to the Government. 

I regret the necessity I have lain under of 
detaining the Brig Commerce until this time. The 
uncertainty regarding the real intentions of the Rajah 
prevented me from landing the party at Trang, and 
1 was aware that a haste to do so would only have 
added to the apprehensions of our real views manifested 
by the authorities there, and have proved detrimental 
to the Mission. 

Whilst waiting the decision of the Rajah of 
Rigor, the Commerce cruized for fifteen days to the 
Northward. This measure enabled me personally to 
ascertain the condition and resources of the Siamese 
Governments in that direction. 

The observations which were made during that 
period will be included in the Public Report of my 
Proceedings which I will have the honor lierealter to 
submit to Government. 

But in the present posture of the British in respect 
to Ava the following fact may seem worthy of notice. 

The mutual boundary of the Burman and Siamese 
possessions on this Coast of the Peninsula lies a little 
to the Northward of a Siamese Post or Dependency 
called Rindong, on the south of which, and next 
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in order is a small government tailed Takon P~ia. 
These lie to the Northward of -I imktvyloit or Salang. 

I believe this boundary has been laid down with 
tolerable precision in my map ot Siam. 

In so far as in} - experience and enquiries enable 
me to judge. there exists not the lea-t foundation tor 
the various reports spread abroad at Penang regarding 
the force in men and Heets of prow- belonging to the 
Siamese on this Coast. 

I beg further to report that the IJseort and other 
persons accompanying the Mission are in the most 
healthy state, although they have been till within tin* 
last three days crowded in tin* small Brig and con- 
stantly exposed to rain and sun. 

I have much pleasure in observing that Captain 
Chevers Commanding the Brig and Mr. Freeman its 
iSupraeargu. have cheerfully afforded me every assistance 
which lay within their power. 

1 have (Stca. 

(Signed^ 4 AM FS LOW 

Agent. 

Tran g 

21 -It, lie 1 >2 1. 


THIi SLCRHTABV rejiorts. that the following 
replv to Lieutenant Low, having been circulated and 
approved, was delivered to the Master Attendant w itli 
direction-- to ili-patch the same forthwith per Brig 
Commerce. 
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LIEUTENANT LOW at TRANG. 


Lieut t. Low at 
Trang 25 June 
1824. 


To 

R. IBBETSON Esquire 

Secretary to Government 

Prince of Wales Island. 


Sir. 


With reference to my letter to your address dated 
on the 21 Instant and forwarded by the Brig Com- 
merce I have now the honor to report for the 
information of the honorable the Governor in Council 
that a Son of the Rajah of Ligor arrived here yester- 
day with a retinue of three hundred soldiers. He 
delivered to me a letter from the Rajah in which His 
Highness expresses his extreme regret that a severe 
indisposition, which attacked him two days before his 
intended departure from Ligor. has prevented him 
from immediately fulfilling his promise to meet and 
confer with me at Trang. And also a hope that the 
circumstance of his having sent down one of his sons 
who possesses his entire confidence to visit me, will 
lemove from my mind any doubts which may then 
have arisen of the sincerity of his professions of amity 
towards the British Government at Penang, and may 
induce me to prolong my stay in his country until I 
shall be enabled fully to explain to him the nature 
and extent of the subjects on which I have been 
deputed. 

The young Prince has returned to Ligor with my 
reply to his father’s lettci. He will return here again 
in a few days. 


I beg to be favored with such accounts regarding 
the operations in the Burman Country as may have 
reached Penang since the Mission left it, and as 
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the Honorable the Governor in Council may deem of 
sxiffieient importance to be communicated by me to 
the Rajah. 

As it is impossible at present for me to say that 
accidents may not happen to preclude a personal inter- 
view with His Highness. I therefore beg to be favored 
with further instructions whether in such an extreme 
case I shall be authorized to explain by letter or 
otherwise to him the whole or any part of the subjects 
connected with my Mission. 

It seems to me material at this juncture to notice 
that my former suspicions, expressed in my last letter 
to your address, of the inability of the Rajah to con- 
duct agreeably to his own inclinations or to decide on 
affairs connected with the policy of other states in 
respect to Siam or Ligor, have been fully justified by 
the sequel. 

I have apprized His Highness that had he, at the 
period of my arrival in his Country, made a fair and 
open avowal of the now very circumscribed nature of 
his power, it might have saved much vexatious corres- 
pondence and would have prevented all the unnecssary 
delay which has ensued. 

It is evident however that as His Highness had 
led the Honorable the Governor in Council to believe 
what was then perhaps actually the case, that he 
possessed a certain share of separate authority, or had 
such vested in him by the Court of Siam, in matters 
not involving serious discussion betwixt it and foreign 
Courts His Highness therefore naturally shrunk as 
long as he could from the mortifying confession that 
his public actions must “ now be implicitly regulated 
“ by a Council of Ministers who have lately been sent 
" to Ligor from Bankok.” 

I have without any formal notification on my part 
clearly ascertained that the Rajah of Ligor could not 
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have sent a single boat to Rangoon without a previous 
reference to Siam. A direct negotiation with the 
Court of Siam was not 1 believe contemplated by the 
Honorable the Governor in Council. But even had 
such been entered on too much time must have elapsed 
before the decision of that Court could have been 
received at Ligor, and the consequent equipment and 
repairs which the Raja’s boats would have required, 
could have been finished, to have admitted of a 
seasonable supply being procured. 

It is probable that the Mission may be detained 
in the Raja’s Country until the latter part of -July. 
For many reasons I am very anxious that the 
Honorable the Governor in Council may be pleased to 
order the Brig Commerce or some other vessel to 
proceed from Penang so as to reach Trang about the 
lb of July, and as the distance from the Harbour to 
where the Mission will be encamped is considerable, to 
intimate its arrival by firing two guns. 

My messengers Khoon Aksorn and Nai Neim, 
Siamese officers of rank, will deliver these dispatches, 
and I request they may be sent back with all con- 
venient expedition, as the}' are not empowered by the 
Raja to make any communications and have been 
placed solely at my disposal. 

1 beg that the Xaick and four Sepoys who 
accompany these officers may be allowed to return 
with them. Ten days rations have been put on board 
the prows, which it is to be expected will be sufficient 
for the whole voyage. 

I am happy to be able to report that all my party 
are in perfect health. 

1 have &ca. 

(Signed) JAMES LOW 

Agent. 

Trang 

25 June 1S24. 
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To LIE err. LOW. 


To Lieutt. Low 
9 July 1824. 


To LIEUTENANT LOW 


Sir. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated 21 ultimo from Trang and to convey to 
you the following reply. 

The Honorable the Governor in Council, con- 
curring entirely in your view as to the time having 
passed when a supply of boats from the Rajah of 
Ligore would have proved of advantage to the public 
service, desires that you will now enter into no 
engagements for obtaining such, but content yourself 
with apprizing His Highness, that the British 
Expedition against Ava has captured Cheduba. 
Negrais and Rangoon, and that should His Highness 
or the Siamese Court desire to share in the glory of 
subduing the pride of the Burmans, they cannot be too 
prompt and active in detaching to the British Army 
all the Boats, and land and water carriage, as well as 
other means of co-operation they can command. 

The Governor in Council further desires that 
after making the above communication to His High- 
ness. you will use every exertion and endeavour to 
persuade the Rajah also to afford you his aid in 
procuring at Trang and any of the Ports of Kedah, as 
large supplies of Rice and Paddy as possible for the 
rise of this Settlement, where these articles have 
become extremely scarce, and which induce the 
necessity of every practicable exertion being used 
to provide for the possible contingency of public want. 

Having therefore effected all your arrangements 
at Trang. you will endeavour before vou (juifc the 
place, finally to hold out inducements to the Rajah 
and People there to send here, as well from Trang 
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as Pungali, as much rice and paddy as possible, assur- 
ing them that until the 1st of October next a Bounty 
or Premium at the rate of 15 Dollars per Co van for 
rice and of 71 Dollars per Coyan for paddy will be 
paid by this Government for all such supplies as may 
be received here from thence. You will urge this 
point on the Rajah of Rigor with particular force and 
claim from him his best aid and assistance as a testi- 
mony he can easily afford of his good disposition to 
our interests. 


Whether Grain is procurable or not to the North- 
ward. you will apply to the Rajah for letters to the 
Chiefs at all the Ports between Trang and Kedah, at 
which for the same purpose you will touch on your 
return and hold out the same inducements. 

It is hoped that these inducements may be suffi- 
cient to secure a plentiful supply of grain for this 
place, but should such not be the case you are 
authorized at Purlis and also at Kedah to purchase 
at once, with the previous leave of the Rajah of Rigor, 
as much grain as can be procurable and to draw bills 
on this Government for the amount thereof, taking all 
possible and secure, means for the dispatch thereof to 
this Port. 

Prom the foregoing detail you will observe how 
important an early supply of grain will prove. It 
will be for you to provide as much of this article as 
possible, and so to shape your communications as not 
to appear more urgent ou the occasion, than with 
reference to the peculiar character of that Chieftain 
will be actually desirable to effect the object. 

The Charterparty of the Commerce will be out on 
the 31 : instant, and if you can return, having effected 
these arrangements within that period, it will be satis- 
factory, but you must consider the fulfilment of the 
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wi-die* ot (I'overmnent in ivspevt to strain as of the 
first ami primary importance. 

I have Area. 

(Signed) 11. I Bill "(’SON 

Secry. to Govt. 

Tort Cornwallis 

0 July 1821. 
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Straits Settle- 
m ents. Vol. 95, 
pp. 72-74. 

RAJAH of L1G0R. 


Rajah of Ligore Translation of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to tha 
9 July 1824. Honorable W. L. Phillips, Governor of Pulo Penang. 

( After Compliments. ) 

1 have heard it mentioned lately that inland of 
Prye and at the River Mooda, the people who reside 
under my friend’s Government have taken possession 
of more land than is specified in the Treaty which has 
long been in existence. In that Treaty the territory 
which belongs to Pulo Penang and what appertains to 
Quedah is distinctly specified, and this intelligence 
having reached me I cannot be silent upon the subject, 
for the Country of Quedah has been entirely transfer- 
red to me by His Most Excellent Majesty of Siam. I 
therefore request that my friend will adhere to the 
treaty with justice, for my triend and 1 are desirous ot 
being upon amicable terms, and to prolong a good 
understanding. 

Moreover. Sri Johan Perkasu. a Malayan Chief, 
who has long been a pirate. I have already represented 
to my friend. He sent his people to steal the Birds’ 
Nests, which are part of the Revenues of the King of 
Siam, and where he could not succeed in carrying 
them all away he caused fires to be kindled in the 
caves to destroy them. He afterwards attacked 
Chinese trading prows and the people who wish to go 
and trade find it very hazardous to do so. Sri Johan 
Perkasu is guilty of a variety of such like acts. 1 sent 
prows to endeavour to seize him, but he fled and now 
resides at Pulo Penang. Will my friend therefore 
seize Sri Johan Perkasu and liis follows who have been 
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committing -ueh orteiw- n i n l follow 1 1 is* cU'tum-; in 
respect to their punishment. 

Further, my friend sent a letter to Ouedah. which, 
was forwarded to l.igore. stating that two Chine''* 
liameil ( )osoo\ e and Aehuan, inhabitant' of L'ulo 
Venting. luul H.-d to Quedah. airt request tug mv 
assistance to seize an.l return rlu-m. I ordered a 
search to be made ami learnt that they iiad pone to 
Singora. L ordered them to h • pur'iied and diiected 
that they should be seized it found : but Chinese 
Oosooye and Aehuan made their escape in a prow 
from tlm Singora Kiver before the ai rival of Un- 
people whom 1 'ent to seize th.em. and as it «:u not 
known where they had Imd to. I could not s -n l prow.' 
after them. 

( A True Traii'iation ) 

(Signed) -IOIIN AMUiUSOX 

Malay Iiaii'iatm to Cuvt. 

lVnang 

h : .lul\ 1S21 
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Home Series. *pQ 
Miscellaneous, 

Vol. 660, p. 199 . 


Sect. Dept. 


The Honorable the Secret Committee of the 
Honorable the Court of Directors. 


Honble. Sir, 

*- X * * * -V 


Para. 29. We shall in conclusion solicit the 
attention of Your Honorable Committee to the Dis- 
patches from the ( Government of Prince of Wales 
Island recorded as per margin anti to our reply thereto. 

consn. nth June The zea [ 0U:j exertions made bv that Government to 

No. I to 5 . See * 

Extracts from forward our views at Rangoon l>\ supplying boats in 

Bengal secret the manner which we had previously pointed out. 

and Political 

consultations of appeared to us to merit our warmest acknowledgments. 

n June, voi. 323. Your Honorable Committee will observe that we have 
approved the measure adopted by the Government of 
Prince of W ales's Island of deputing a British Officer 
to Ligor to communicate personally with the Rajah on 
the subject of the affairs of Kedah and to afford ex- 
planation regarding the Burmah War. and that we 
have authorized that Government and the Resident 
at Singapore to invite and encourage the active 
co-operation of the Siamese against the common 
enemy, carefully abstaining however from committing 
the Supreme Government by any specific engagements 
to support their future measures. 


30. Your Honorable Committee will doubtless 
be gratified to learn from the above Papers that there 
exists a prospect of effecting, by amicable negotiation 
with the Siamese Government, the restoration of the 
Rajah of Kedah to the full possession of his rights and 
territories, under the guarantee of the British Govern- 
ment, to his fulfilment of certain defined feudatory 
obligations. The grasping and ambitious spirit of the 
Court of Ava and its eagerness to seize the first 
opening for interference in the affairs of the Malayan 
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Peninsula, would probably have forced this termination 
of tlie differences between the Ivin" of Siam and his 
feudatory the Kin" of Kedah even had not the present 
war occurred. 


We have the honor Ac. 
AMHERST 
EDWD. PAGET 
JOHN FEND ALE 


Port William 
11th July PS 2 1. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 11 September 182f, 


Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
men ts, Vol. 96, 
pp. 385-397. 


MAJOR CANNING at RANGOON. 


Major Canning 
at Rangoon 28 
July 1824. 


IV. M. WILLIAMS Esquire 

Deputy Secretary to Government 
fort Cornwallis. 


Sir, 


* * * ■* * » 

0. With reference to the co-operation of a 

Siamese force with our operations, 1 beg leave to say 
that Lieutenant Colonel Snow, Adjutant General of the 
Madras Troops in this quarter, whom severe ill healtq 
compels to make a voyage to your Presidency, is 
authorized to enter into the fullest explanations on 
this very important subject. The principal objects in 
view are the obtaining a Siamese army, as numerous 
as they may be disposed to furnish, as soon as the 
season shall admit of taking the field, for the invasion 
of the Burman territory, it being understood that such 
troops, it acting jointly with a British force, shall be 
subject to the general disposal of the Officer Command- 
ing the latter. When Mergui, Tavoy and eventually 
Martaban shall have fallen into our possession it would 
be desirable that these places should be held by Siamesp 
troops, under an understanding of their consenting to 
evacuate them if required so to do at the conclusion of 
peace. These conditions, particularly the latter, would 
1 am aware be liable to much objection on the part of 
the Siamese Government, but at the present moment 
any arrangement that would involve the dismember- 
ment of the Burmese dominions could not be enter- 
tained. If the Siamese should have to evacuate the 
above mentioned places, possibly some equivalent 
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might be devised that would prove satisfactory to 
them. Another object of high importance looked t° 
in a connection with the Siamese, would be the pro- 
curing from them draft and carriage rattle and 
elephants to the largest extent they could supply, lor 
paiticulars of place, time, itc, Ac. 1 should beg leave 
to refer to Colonel Snow who i- in lull possession of 
Sir Archibald Campbell’s plans. A- time now begin- 
to press, a completion of these arrangements at the 
earliest period would be mist desirable. 

1 have Ac. 

(Signed) -I. CAXXlXC Major 
Pol. Agt. Ilxpdtu 

lianguon 
28th July lcs2i. 



. [ 81 ] 

FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1824. 


Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle* 
mcnts, Vol. 96, 


pp. 397-407. 


SIR A. CAMPBELL at RANGOON. 


Bit* A. Campbell 

at Rangoon 28 To the Secretary to the Government 

July 1824. J 

Political Department 

Prince of Wales island. 
Sir. 


p . 398 . As I conclude the Siamese will not allow the 

present opportunity to escape of humbling then cruel 
and inveterate foe, I have sent Lieut. Colonel Snow, 
Deputy Adjutant General to the Madras Division of 
the Army, an officer of experience and possessing my 
confidence, to make such arrangements under the 
sanction and authority of the Honorable the Governor 
in Council, as may best tend to promote the interests 
of our cause, should it be determined upon by the 
Court of Siam to take a cordial and active part in the 
war. I could wish to be speedily informed what 
operations the Siamese troops may undertake : if a 
junction with the expedition under my command is 
contemplated, and how it may be best accomplished ; 
should su li be intended I trust the Siamese Generals 
may be made niu.-t clearly to understand that they 
must ai all times act undei the orders of the British 
Commander. 


It is my intention probably in a few dajs hence, 
to detach a iorce to take possession of the enemy's 
maritime towns to the eastward, Mergui, Tavoy, Ac. 
Ac., the capture ot which will, I should imagine, not 
fail to make a favorable impression of our power and 
resource', iniluence the Cabinet of Siam, and prompt 
the Government to decided exertion, 
i have Ac. 

(Signed) A. CAMPBELL 
Head Quarters Brigr. General 

Raugoon, 28 July lb2L 
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THE following Minutes by the Honorable the 
President, on the subject of the above letters, are 
recorded. 

MINUTE by the PRESIDENT. 

Minute by the 

President 6 

September 

l824 - In submitting- the accompanying letters from Sir 

A. Campbell and Major Canning to the Board, I think 
it necessary to state the result of the communication 
which has passed between myself and Lieutenant 
Colonel Snow. I learn from him that it was intended 
by Sir A. Campbell to detach a sufficient force to 
occupy Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim as soon as he 
had received authority from the Supreme Government 
for that purpose, and which he expected every day to 
arrive, a suggestion to that effect having been submitted 
some time ago. Lieutenant Colonel Snow informs me 
that he has the orders of Sir A. Campbell to retm-n 
from this to Mergui. under the idea that the troops 
will previously have arrived there and taken posses- 
sion ; that he has instructions to open communications 
with the Siamese authorities in the manner that may- 
be suggested by us. for the purpose of inducing them, 
to assist the British force now acting against the 
Burraan Empire in the mode described in the letters 
abovementioned. 

My Colleagues are aware of the little success 
which has attended the Mission of Lieutenant Low to 
Ligore, the papers connected with which are under 
preparation for transmission to Bengal, and I should 
have been disposed to have deferred any further at- 
tempt at negotiation, direct or indirect, with the 
Siamese Government, until we could have received 
further instructions from the Supreme Government, 
the more especially as I entertain doubts whether it 
was intended that we should proceed to the length of 
a direct communication to the Court of Siam, now the 
only resource likely to prove effectual. The letters 
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bow before us, require however some immediate 
measures to be taken, and we must adapt them to the 
probable state of things, according to the best of our 
judgment. 

It appears to me that if the British Troops occupy 
the abovementioned places, the contiguity into which 
they will be brought with the Chiefs or governors 
under the Siamese authority will almost unavoidably 
produce the necessity of communication, and it seems 
for many reasons desirable that the officers so called 
upon to communicate, should cany with them ( unless 
intermediately vested with powers from a higher 
authority ) all the weight and respectability which 
this Government can confer. I propose therefore, 
that letters be written by me to the Siamese Chiefs in 
the neighbourhood of Mergui and Tenasserim and 
delivered to Lieutenant Colonel Snow, stating, with 
reference to the proclamation already issued, the ob- 
jects and causes which have induced the occupation of 
those Countries by our Troops, and endeavouring to 
impress on the minds of those Chiefs, the expediency 
of treating them as friends, engaged against the com- 
mon enemy of both nations, and of assisting the British 
force with supply of provisions, carriage cattle and 
such articles as may be required by the Officer Com- 
manding. With respect however, to the more import- 
ant and decisive measure of aiding with a body of 
Siamese troops to accompany our army, as suggested 
by Sir A. Campbell, it is not to be supposed that that 
object can be obtained without direct application to 
the Court of Siam, or even the deputation of a Con- 
fidential Agent to that Court, for the express purpose. 
On this last point I cannot but entertain some doubts 
as to our power. 

Referring however to the letter addressed to this 
Government by the Right Memorable the Governor 
General in Council under date 12th March last, in 
which the probable occupation of Mergui, Tavoy &c. 
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is alluded to as affording a favorable oppoi t unity for 
negotiating an arrangement with the Court of Siam, 
in respect to the affairs of Quedah. more immediately 
affecting' the interests ot this Island — referring also to 
that ot the 11th June from the same high authority, 
in which the expediency of holding out encouragement 
for the co-operation of the Siamese Government i~ 
generallv enjoined — and considering that the period 
seems at hand pointed out as the favorable opportunity 
for negotiation, it may be hoped we shall not be ac- 
cused of exceeding the line of our duty in availing 
ourselves of it for the more important purpose of aid- 
ing the success of our arm- in the cause in which 
they are engaged. 

Under the emergency of the case, it appears to 
me :■ Ivisable that means should be afforded for com- 
municating with the Court of Siam, in the event of 
the military and Political Authorities at Rangoon 
considering such requisite for the interests of the 
.•service. I propose therefore that Lieutenant Colonel 
Snow should carry a letter addressed by me to the 
i'hra Khluug or Prime Minister at Siam or the general 
r.al we above .-stated, but intimating in addition, that 
provided the King of Siam consents or desires it. that 
an >.liA..r will at lend at the Court to explain the nature 
of flu* assistance required. Cowers tube Used even- 
tually may be given accordingly to Lieutt. Colonel 
Snow. A-. to instructions' to the Lieutenant Colonel, 
tle.-e iiiu-t of course be left with the authorities em- 
ploy, d on the expedition, for I wish it to be distinctly 
nnd.'i-’oo'l, liiat the object of Colonel Snow'- Mis.- ion. 
iii -.idl'd to, can as far as depend- on us embrace 
ony die military arrangements for the immediate 
ruppoif onr troops and the aid ot a Siamese force, 
and doc- not extend to the negotiation of any ulterior 
arrangements connected with the retention or restora- 
t ,i ul any "of l lie conquered countries. These are 
. .. ts which could only be discussed bv the direct 
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authority of the Eight Honorable the Governor General, 
but, under existing circumstances, it may be desirable 
to submit to His Lordship a Memorandum of all the 
objects which may appear on our Records to have 
hitherto been considered as desirable for the interests 
of this Government, the attainment of which depends in 
any degree on negotiation with the Siamese authorities’ 
with a marginal reference to the respective dates at 
which they have come into discussion. As I understand 
a Vessel will sail this day for Rangoon, 1 have directed 
a letter to be drafted in reply to Major Canning, with 
copy to Sir A. Campbell. 

The Board will perceive by the draft now sub- 
mitted, that I have made it to be understood that the 
letters and powers to be entrusted to Lieutenant 
Colonel Snow are to be used only in the event of 
Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim being occupied by our 
troops, and of no orders or instructions having been 
intermediately received from the Supreme Govern- 
ment. or any other circumstance intervened which 
would render the use of them unnecessary or improper. 

Adverting to the knowledge possessed by Lieuten- 
ant Low of the Siamese language and of the habits 
and customs of the Siamese Chiefs with whom he has 
already had intercourse it has occurred to me that he 
might bo eminently useful in any future communica- 
tions with them on the frontier. 1 suggested to 
Lieutenant Colonel Snow the expediency of his accom- 
panying him and as that officer has expressed his 
desire of availing himself of Lieutenant Low’s services, 
I propose that he should return along with him. It 
may be proper also to send copies of the letters 
received f"om Rangoon and reply to the Resident at 
Singapore. Lieutenant Colonel Snow proposes leav- 
ing this about the 20 : Instant. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON. 

Fort Cornwallis 
(3th September 1821. 
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Minute by the 
President II : 
September 1824. 


MINUTE by the PRESIDENT. 


Finding by further reference to the proceedings of 
this Government that our communications with Siam 
have never been carried further than the address of 
letters to the Pia Phra Klang. Prime Minister of State, 
it appears to me that the poweis alluded to in my 
minute of the 6th Instant as eventually to be used by 
Lieutenant Colonel Snow, as ;t deputed Agent to that 
Court, cannot with propriety be given. Our inter- 
ference must therefore be limited to the granting of 
letters to the three Chiefs of Ligor. Pluinga and 
Eenong, and to the Phra Klang. dratts of which E 
now submit to the Board. 

(Signed) It FULLERTON. 

11th September H2L 



Factory 
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To the Rajah of 
Ligor. 


[? Sept. 1824.] 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1821. 


To the RAJAH of LIGOR. 


My Friend, 

Your Highness has already been furnished with 
copy of the declaration of war published by the Right 
Honorable the Governor General of India, explaining 
the causes which have led to the war between tire 
British Government and the Barman Nation. Your 
Highness has also been informed thro' Lieutenant Low, 
sent to wait on you by my predecessor Mr. Phillips, 
that the British troops had taken possession of 
Rangoon and Cheduba. Altho’ no answer has been 
received from your Highness to these communications, 
at which I am surprized and concerned, nevertheless 
from the friendship subsisting between your Highness’s 
Government and that of Prince of Wales island, I 
think it right to address another letter to inform my 
friend that, the British troops pursuing their victorious 
caieer will, by the time this reaches you, be in posses- 
sion of Mergui and Tavoy and the adjacent countries 
and that a favorable opportunity again offers for your 
Highness to participate in the glory of humbling the 
pride of t lie Burmans. My friend will no doubt con- 
-ider that as the British Nation is now engaged in war 
against the common enemy of both the British and 
Siamese Government, the British troops should be 
looked upon as the friends of the latter by assisting 
them with supplies of provisions, of cattle and elephants 
to convey their stores and by directing a portion of 
the troops under your Highness’s authority to act 
against the Burmans ; at the same time the interests 
<>f the Siamese Government must be furnished and 
advanced. This letter will be sent to you by Lieu- 



[ S8 ] 


tenant Colonel Snow, an officer of high rank, com- 
manding' the British troops at Mergui. and should 
your Highness be disposed to assist the British troops 
as required, all particulars will be communicated by 
that Gentleman whom my friend will consider as fully 
empowered to act by the Government of Prince of 
Wales Island. 

( Signed ) K. FCLLEliTOX 

Governor. 



To tho Phra 
Klang. 


[ 89 ] 

To THE PHRA KLANG. 


(Sept. 1824.] 


His Majesty the King of Siam will long before 
this have been informed of the war subsisting between 
the British and Burmese Governments, and the causes 
of that war will have been explained to His Majesty 
by the Proclamation issued by the Right Honorable 
the Governor General of India, copy of which was 
transmitted from Singapore by the Resident there. 
His Majesty will also have been informed by a letter 
addressed to you by Lieutenant Low, entrusted to the 
charge of the Rajah of Ligor, that the British troops 
had taken possession of Rangoon and Cheduba. Now 
this is written to apprize His Majesty of Siam that the 
British Troops in prosecution of the war have arrived 
and taken possession of Tavoy and Mergui. Another 
favorable opportunity is offered of participating in the 
glory of subduing the Burmans. The British Govern- 
ment being now engaged in war against a power that 
is the common enemy of both the British and the 
Siamese, it is hoped that His Majesty of Siam will 
see the propriety of directing the Siamese Authorities 
near the frontier to consider the British troops their 
friends engaged in a common cause and assisting them 
in the manner that may be pointed out by the Officer 
Commanding them. It is hoped that His Majesty the 
King will also perceive that by now employing a por- 
tion of his victorious troops in attacking the Burmahs 
the real interests of His Majesty cannot fail to be 
materially promoted. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 
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Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
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pp. 414-422. 


To MAJOR CANNING at RANGOON. 


To Major Can- To 
ning at Rangoon. 

6 September 
1824. 


MAJOR CANNING 

Political Agent to the Governor General 
RANGOON. 


Sir, 


I am directed by the Governor in Council to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of vour letter of 28th July last, 
and to avail myself of an opportunity offering for com- 
municating the result of Lieutenant Low's Mission to 
Ligor, a? well as conveying to you the opinions and 
sentiments of this Government on the subject of your 
letter now replied to and the measures intended to be 
pursued in consequence, determined on after the fullest 
communication between our President and Lieutenant 
Colonel Snow who arrived here on the 4th instant. 


4 To be copied 
later from 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 93. 


2. In respect to the first point, the Governor 
in Council lias to intimate to you with much regret 
the failure of Lieutenant Low’s Mission to Ligor 
in all its objects. That officer returned some weeks 
ago and from his report received on the 2nd. ultimo,* 
it appears that the Rajah of Ligor had on various 
pretences evaded all personal communication by de- 
clining- cither to receive Lieutenant Low at Ligor or 
meet him at. Trang. where he remained upwards of 
three months. To that place however the Rajah de- 
puted his son. apparently with the view of discussing 
the objects of the Mission, but without any powers to 
negotiate or enter into any Settlement or agreement 
on the subject at issue. The tedious and evasive com- 
munications only produced conviction on the mind of 
Lieutenant Low that the Rajah had no serious in- 
tention ot entering into any agreement, while the 
information received from other quarters satisfied that 
officer that the Rajah did not possess the independent 
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* To toe copied 
later from 
Vol. 98. 


*- See ante, 
extracts from 
this Vol. ( 96 ) 
for these 
documents. 


power and free action contemplated by this Govern- 
ment. and had no authority to conclude any definite 
arrangement on those points the adjustment of which 
formed the main objects of the Mission. Lieutenant 
Low therefore left Trang on the 1st Ultimo, having 
previously sent to the Rajali a sealed letter addressed 
to the Phra Ivlang or Chief Minister of the King of 
Siam,* of which a copy is enclosed and to which no 
reply has yet been received. 

3. Under these circumstances it now remains for 
this Government to consider in what manner they can 
best promote the immediate objects pointed out in 
your letter * and the one which accompanied it from 
Sir A. Campbell.*' The following appears to be the 
course of pn> ceding best calculated for the above 
purpose, to be followed, however, on the presumption 
that the British troops are actually in possession of 
Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim. The occupation of those 
places will bring our Military Authorities in the o m- 
tiguity of the Rajahs or Governors on the Western 
frontier of the Siamese Monarchy, and a direct com- 
munication mat' become unavoidable. With the view 
of aiding such communication it is proposed to furnish 
Lieutenant Colonel Snow with letters addressed by 
our President to the Chiefs nearest the boundary, 
containing in general terms ( with reference to the 
Proclamation of the Right Honorable the Governor 
General in Council) the causes and objects which 
have induced the occupation of those Countries 
by our troops and impressing on them the expediency 
nf receiving them as friends and aiding by every 
means the proceedings of the British power acting 
against the Burmahs. the common enemy of botli the 
British and Siamese Governments, by furnishing 
supplies ot provisions anil carriage as the Commander 
of the troops may require. 

4. Considering however the limited powers ot 
the Chiefs under Siamese Authority as displayed in 
the case of Ligor, it is evident, that although partial 
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local and temporary assistance in the article of supply 
may possibly be afforded by them, no measure of the 
important and decisive nature alluded to, namely the 
march and co-operation of a body of Siamese troop?, 
can be expected without express sanction and orders of 
the King of Siam. 

5. If such co-operation continue to he considered 
an object essential to success a direct communication 
with, or even deputation to the Court of Siam may 
be required, as affording the only prospect of its com- 
pletion. On this point I am directed to state that the 
Honorable the Governor in Council find themselves 
under some difficulty. The direct deputation of an 
Agent accredited by this Government has on several 
occasions been discouraged. It was indeed on this 
ground that the instructions to Lieutenant Low con- 
fined him to personal negotiation with the Rajah of 
Ligor and did not authorize him to proceed to Siam. 
Adverting however to the urgency of the case, and 
actuated by the consideration that the public interests 
may, in the judgment of yourself and of Sir A. 
Campbell, imperiously require such deputation, the 
Governor in Council proposes furnishing Lieutenant 
Colonel Suow with a letter to the Phra lvlang or Prime 
Minister at Siam similar in tenor to that addressed to 
the subordinate Chiefs, and with power to be used 
eventually in order to give to that officer under the 
sanction of a local government the official character 
required to enable him to conduct the duties of such 
deputation. 

6. In a letter received from the Right Honorable 
the Governor General in Council under date 12 : March 
last, the probable occupation of Tavoy, Mergui and 
Junk Ceylon by our troops is alluded to as affording a 
favorable opportunity of making a desirable arrange- 
ment with the Government of Siam, in respect to the 
affairs of Quedah, in which this Government is directly 
interested, and the expediency of encouraging the 
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* Should be 
“ Snow 


Siamese to co-operation with the British troops is 
further enjoined in another letter of the 1 1th June 
from the same high authority. It is presumable 
therefore, that this Government will not be considered 
as having gone beyond the strict line of its duty in 
availing itself of the actual occurrence of the event 
pointed out as the most favorable period for negotiat- 
ing successfully with the .Siamese Government. 

7. It is scarcely necessary to repeat that these 
powers are given to Lieutenant Colonel Snow under 
the contemplation that the British troops are in 
possession of Tavoy. Mergui and Tenasserim. and a 
communication with the Siamese Government on the 
subject thereby rendered advisable, and that no direct 
orders from the Supreme Government have been 
received, or other circumstance intermediately occur- 
red of a nature rendering the use of these powers 
unnecessary or improper. 

8. Some arrangements connected with the state 
of the vessel on which Lieutenant Colonel Low* arrived 
will probably prevent his leaving this before the 20 : 
Instant. In the mean time the Governor in Council 
is not without some expectation of hearing further from 
Rangoon. Considering his (Low’s) intimate and perfect 
knowledge of the Siamese language and his having 
been in the habit of intercourse with the Chiefs of the 
Siamese Government, it has occurred to our i ’resident 
that the presence of Lieutenant Low might be very 
usetul in any communications required to be made to 
them and as Lieutenant Colonel Snow has concurred 
in the opinion of advantage likely to result from his 
assistance, it is proposed that he should accompany 
him on his return. 

1 have &c. 

( Signed ) W. hr. WILLIAMS 

Offg. Seery. to Govt. 

Fort Cornwallis 

The Cth September 1821. 
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MR. J. ANDERSON. 


Mr. J. Anderson 
II September 

1324. To W. M. WILLIAMS Inquire 


Acting Secretary to Government. 


Sir, 


Placed as 1 have been for some time past in 
situations which have given me favorable opportunities 
of acquiring information respecting the neighbouring 
native states, while commercial a_rent to this Govern- 
ment and more recently conducting tin correspondence 
between the late (Governor and the Authorities at 
Ligore and Quedah, 1 take the liberty of respectfully 
.submitting to the Honorable the Governor in 
Council the result of my enquiri upon a sub- 
ject which lias during the la-t few years engaged 
the attention ot this Government, and a consideration 
of which is daily becoming more momentous, in 
consequence not only ot the late commencement ot 
hostilities against the 1’nrmnh-c the meditated expedi- 
tion against tin* Southern Ports of that Empire, the 
very unsatisfactory footing upon which the British 
Government at present stands with Siam, more 
especially with the minor state of Ligore and its 
present dependency of Quedah. but also the unsuc- 
cessful issue of the late Governor’s negociations in 
\iew to effect the restoration of the King of Quedah, 
the deceit and cunning evinced by the Ligore 
Chief and his Agents during the whole progress of 
these negociations and the development of his real 
intentions, by the uncourteous reception of the 
Agent who was lately deputed to Trang. 
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* This docu- The first part of the accompanying paper* con- 

""bcen trace^ 6 * ^ a “ ls some reflections upon the conquest of Perak 
if found, it shall and Quedah, a brief account of the early Malayan 
e cop,e • Establishments on the Peninsula and the relative 
connection of the Quedah state with Siam and 
Prince of Wales Island ; an exposition of the ad- 
vantages likely to result from declaring Quedah and 
the whole of the Malayan States under the protec- 
tion of the British Government restoring a weak ally 
to the throne of his ancestors, not so much from a 
consideration of the claims which lie lias to support, 
however strong, as from a regard to the interests 
and prosperity of the British Settlements, to which 
is added a few suggestions relative to the policy 
to be pursued for the improvement of the declining 
commerce of this Port with these States. 

The second division contains a descriptive 
sketch of the Tin countries on the Western side of 
the Malayan Peninsula from the Island of Junk 
Ceylon to the river Lingi, near Malacca, and the 
rivers on that coast, intended to shew the boundaries 
of the several states as defined and admitted by the 
best native authorities, to point out the separate 
rights of each, and the facilities which exist for 
extending the commorei.il intercourse with these 
states and drawing forth the valuable products with 
which the Peninsula is known to abound. 

The object of my investigation has been to re- 
move some misconceptions which have been too 
generally circulated respecting the tributary depen- 
dence of Quedah upon Siam, as implied from the an- 
cient!}’ established ceremony of transmitting a 
Boonga Mas. or gold and silver flower, and to direct 
the attention of the higher authorities to a subject 
• t' deep importance to this settlement, which may 
possibly not be overlooked in the future negotiations 
with the Court of Siam. It has been uiy aim, by 
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collecting and carefully comparing different authori- 
ties to shew, not only the advantage to British in- 
terests, but the absolute necessity of immediate in- 
terference in the affairs of Queduh. 

The dispersions of the Malays by the lawles> 
oppressions of the Siamese is uuouestionably giving 
encouragement to a very alarming system of piracy, 
and the decline of trade, the scarcity and enhanced 
price of grain and other supplies have been too 
sensibly felt of late to escape notice. Measures of 
the utmost forbearance have already experienced a 
trial of three years, but the prospect of a satisfactory 
adjustment appeals as distant as ever, while the 
Government is obliged to comply with the selfish 
policy of the authorities at Guellah and pay a bounty 
upon the grain which used to be imported formerly 
at one half the price. 

These observations were penned in the latter- 
part of last r ear, prior to the knowledge of an in- 
tended rupture with the Burmahs, and at a time 
when the public mind at this Settlement was con- 
siderably agitated by the reports which daily arrived 
of a meditated invasion by the Siamese. These 
remarks are submitted therefore with the utmost 
deference, in th? hope that the Honorable the 
Governor in Council will indulgent!'/ overlook any 
imper r ections in tire execution or' tire task in con- 
sideration of the importance <>f the subject to the 
interests of this Inland. 

1 have <tea. 

( Signed ) JOHN AND Ell. SOX 

,'alay Trans, to Govt. 

Penang 

11th September 1824, 
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FOJKT CORNWALLIS The 14 September 1824. 

To the GOVERNOR GENERAL in 
COUNCIL— Fort Win. 


To 

The RIGHT HONORABLE 
WILLIAM PITT LORD AMHERST 
Governor General in Council 
FORT WILLIAM. 

My Lord, 

With reference to the Dispatch from this Govern- 
ment to your Lordship in Council, under date the 
26th April last, we have now the honor to transmit 
the accompanying Copy of Lieutenant Low’s report 
of his Mission to the Rajah of Ligor. 

2. We greatly regret the unsuccessful issue of 
the Mission in all its main objects - - - 

f The remainder of this letter contains merely 
the substance of that already copied, addressed 
to Major Canning.* It is not therefore con- 
sidered necessary to repeat it here. The last 
paragraph is as follows.] 

l(i. We beg leave, in conclusion, to express 
the expectation that in the several measures above 
detailed, your Lordsliip in Council will not consider 
this Government to have gone beyond the strict line 
of its duty, in availing itself of the actual occurrence 
of the events pointed out as the most favorable 
period for negotiating successfully with the Siamese 
Government. 

I have &ca. 

( Signed ) R. FULLERTON 
„ J. MAC A LISTER 
W. A. CLUBLEY 

Fort Cornwallis 

The 13: September 1821. 
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MINUTE by MR MACALISTER. 


Minute by Mr. 
Macalister 13; 
September 1824. 


It was not until this forenoon that I had the 
honor of perusing the President’s Minute and Draft 
of a letter to Major Canning in reference to the im- 
portant political objects for the furtherance of which 
Lieutenant Colonel Snow has been deputed to this 
Government. The Honorable Governor’s papers 
have evidently been written under that sense of 
responsibility which his recent arrival at this Pre- 
sidency must cause him to feel when called upon to 
express opinions on questions that to be fully 
understood, require much local experience, as well 
as a laborious reference to the past Proceedings of 
the Board. As however the Supreme Government 
and Major Canning must look to this Government 
for some more decisive opinions than what the 
Honorable President’s papers appear to me to convey, 
I hope I shall not he deemed presumptuous if I 
venture to submit to the consideration of my 
superiors such views on the subject of the proposed 
negotiations with Siam as have occurred to me. 


In the first place. T still entertain the opinion, 
which 1 verbally declared to tin late Honorable 
Governor some months ago, that the object desired 
by the Supreme Government, of securing the active 
vo-aperation of the Siamese Court in our war against 
the state of Ava, will not only be much more difficult 
of attainment than whit is supposed in Bengal, but 
even if attained will prove of very little advantage, 
and probably of still less credit to us. 


It is true a long standing and inveterate hatred 
and rivalship subsist between the Siamese and 
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Burmans, yet it is not less true, that the Siamese nofc- 
on ly hate hat dread ns much more than they do the 
Barmans ; and this feeling of fear is at the present 
moment, when we are making such approaches 
towards their kingdom, too engrossing and powerful 
to be easily removed from the jealous and suspicious 
Court of Siam. Their arrogance also is so great and 
preposterous that I have little doubt were we to 
offer the Siamese Ministers restitution of their an- 
cient possessions on the Coast of Tenasserim, they 
would coolly receive them as a matter of right, and 
deem any return to us quite unnecessary. 

Granting however that we succeed in persuad- 
ing them to detach a body of troops to co-operate with 
us against the Barman State. 1 feel confident that 
such an accession will bo an accession of weakness, 
instead of strength to us The jealousy of their 
military eoumaiulers. the acknowledged inferiority of 
their troops to those of the Barmans in discipline 
and conduct, their cruel and barbarous mode of 
warfare, and their presumption and arrogance on all 
occasions, would embarrass most materially the 
operations of our army, and would disgust the peace- 
able inhabitants of Ava. and render a final settle- 
ment of the country much more difficult. When- 
ever also we succeeded in subduing the Burman 
Government, the Siamese Troops would claim the 
whole honor and credit of the victory, and persuade 
Their Court to he a hundred-fold more haughty and 
imperious and full of pretensions than what it is 
already. But our very application to the Siamese 
Court for co-operation or assistance will, 1 fear, 
lower our character, and aggravate the insolence of 
the King of Siam. 

The only advantage we may receive from the 
Siamese Government at the present crisis, is some 
aid in elephants and provisions, but the best and I 
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think only certain mode of securing a supply of these, 
will be by rendering it a regular mercantile transac- 
tion, and offering to disburse the full expense there- 
of. There will be some difficulty however in making 
such supplies join our army as soon as they may be 
required, for the Country for many miles on each 
side of the Siamese and Barman boundaries is well 
known to be a desolate waste, through which the 
passage of large convoys will be a much more 
arduous work than what the patience or perseverance 
of the Siamese will perhaps be able to accomplish. 

And here I would beg to notice the plan of 
opening a communication with the Siamese Court 
by the way of Tavoy as it is proposed Lieutenant 
Colonel Snow shall endeavour to effect. Butting 
aside the almost inaccessibility of such a route, I 
humbly conceive, with every respect for the high 
military reputation of Lieutenant Colonel Snow, 
that the selection of a person possessing more in- 
formation regarding the nature and forms of the 
Governments in this quarter of the world than he 
can possibly be expected to possess, is indispensible 
if we desire to quiet the fears and blind the jealousy 
and distrust of the Siamese Court on the present 
occasion. f question also whether Lieutenant Low 
will be a tit assistant to him. That officer, I infer 
from his late Mission to Trang, is better acquainted 
with the grammatical structure of the Siamese 
Tongue than with their customs and forms of con- 
ducting public business. It is also well known here 
that the Rajah of Ligore, whose friends, as Mr. 
GTawturd experienced, are the leading members of 
the Siamese Ministry, has taken personal offence at 
some expressions used by Lieutenant Low in the 
communications with the Ligorian officers. 

If however it be determined that Lieutenant 
Colonel Snow shall proceed to Bankok. he can 
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require no better or fuller information regarding the 
affairs at Kedda and the political and commercial 
objects desired by this Government, than what is 
contained in the comprehensive paper, with its 
numerous enclosures, which the late Governor’s 
Military Secretary drew up for the purpose of being 
given to Mr. Crawfurd, and which the late Honor- 
able Governor adopted and recorded as a Minute in 
* to be copied Council in December ISM.* 

later, with 1821 
documents. 

(Signed) J. M ACALISTER. 
The 13 Septr. 1821. 
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Snow 24 : Sep- 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 23 September 182 L 


WITH reference to the Minutes by the President 
recorded on the Proceedings of the Id : Instant * 

APPROVED the following letter and enclosures 
to Lieutenant Colonel Snow. 

To 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL SNOW. 

Sir, 

The general outline of the course of proceeding 
intended to be pursued by this Government, con- 
sequent on the letters received from Sir Archibald 
Campbell and Major Canning, of which you were the 
bearer, will have been explained in the communica- 
tions which have passed between tire Honorable the 
President and yourself. For the sake of reference, I 
am now directed to enclose copy of the letter lately 
sent to Major Canning, and to intimate at tlm same 
time that a subsequent reference to the records of this 
Government having led the Honorable the Governor in 
Council to believe that a deputation to the Court of 
Siam could be resorted to only under the express 
sanction and delegation of power from the High 
Honorable the Governor General, that part ot the 
contemplated arrangement lias been abandoned. 

2. The mea-uri's ot this Government in support 
of the object and views pointed out by Sir A. Campbell 
•aill be confined therefore to the address of letters to 
the Siamese Chiefs and authorities to whom the 
occupation ot Tavuy, Mergin’ and Tenasserim 
'•'ill bring you in contiguity, and with whom the 
necessity of holding communication will probably 
arise, to the preparation of a letter to the Plira 
Klang or Prime Minister at Siam, the transmis- 
sion of which will be left to your discretion. 
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in which it is believed no difficulty will be found 
through the medium of any one of the Chiefs already 
mentioned, and lastly to the execution of powers from 
this Government to communicate and make such 
arrangements with the Chiefs for the supply of carriage 
&ca. as you may be able to effect for the important 
purposes pointed out by Sir A. Campbell. The letters 
and powers with English translations are herewith 
transmitted. From the knowledge possessed by 
Lieutenant Low of the Siamese language and from his 
having been already in communication with some of 
the Native Chiefs it has been considered desirable that 
that officer should accompany you, and as it may be 
found expedient to depute him on the service in which 
you are engaged, a duplicate power lias been made out 
in bis name, to be mod however only in the event of 
your considering such deputation necessary for the 
interests of the service. 


I Native Officer 
f Havifdar 
2 Naicks 
I Bugler 
20 Sepoys 


3. Adverting to the uncertainty of the period 
when our troops may arrive at Jlergui, to the necessity 
that may arise of your visiting some part of the Coast, 
for tile purpose of obtaining information, and with the 
view of ensuring due respect, in such event, the 
Honorable the Governor lias determined that a small 
ivseort ( a- per margin ) of the Local Corps of this 
Gland under tile command of Lieutenant Low should 
accompany you. The Hoard are aware that it would 
have been very desirable that you should have been 
attended by a vessel of a smaller description (than the 
David Malcolm Transport which conveys you ) and of 
a draft of water so as to have admitted a eommunicat ion 
with the 'hore and the rivers on the Coast. They 
regret exceedingly that they have found it im- 
practicable to provide one of t lie proper description 
and capable ot keeping her way with the Transport 
at this season ot the year. A small row boat with 
a crew ot six men will however be embarked for your 
Use on the transport. 
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4. As the occasional presentation of -mall pre- 
sents to the Chiefs with whom you will have to com- 
municate may be useful and even necessary, the Hoard 
have directed the sunt of Dollars 3.000 to be delivered 
to Lieutenant Low to be eventually disbur-ed under 
« sic.? “account” your direction, and of which the amount will be 
rendered on his return to this Island. 

•5. From the general tenor of the letter enclosed, 
you will perceive that in the measures now taken the 
Honorable the Coventor in Council proceeds on the 
contemplation of ilergui, Tavov and Tenasserim being 
actually in possession of the British troops ; that it is 
only oil that contingency that the letters and powers 
now entrusted to you are to be used. As it is possible 
the expected orders from the Supreme Government 
relative to the occupation of these places may be 
accompanied with instructions as to the mode of 
proceeding in respect to the Siamese Chiefs on the 
frontier, it must also be understood that the Powers 
now given are not to be made use of in case the Bight 
Honorable the Governor General shall have delegated 
Powers to any other person or signified the adoption 
of a line of policy which would render your proceeding 
on them unnecessary or improper, and are moreover 
confined to such communication and arrangement a- 
maybe required to carry into effect the views of Sir 
A. Campbell in procuring carriage supplies Ara. and 
eventually the co-operation of a bud} of Siamese 
troop-, but without disou-wng the ulteriur question of 
the final disposal of acquisitions made in the course 
of the war. 

(h it may be hoped that the occupation of those 
Countries by our troops may dispose the Chiefs and 
the Government of Siam to lend their aid in the supply 
of carriage required for the further prosecution of the 
war. But it becomes necessary to state that from the 
little communication that has ever subsisted between 
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the Siamese and any European power [and] the 
extreme suspicion evinced in such communication, a 
speedy or active exertion on their part can hardly be 
expected. It is probable they will await some signal 
instance of success on our part before they can be 
induced to take a decided line in support of the war, 
but it is by no means impossible that the supply of 
carriage, cattle, elephants, &ea. may be obtained as a 
common commercial transaction in the Countries im- 
mediately depending on Tavoy, Mergui. or in the 
adjoining Siamese Territories, in respect to which you 
will be guided of course by the instructions received 
from Sir A. Campbell. 

I have See. 

(Signed) \Y. XI. WILLIAMS. 

Otfg. Secry. to Govt. 

Fort Cornwallis 

The 21. September 1821. 


ORDERED that a Copy of the above letter be 
transmitted for the information of Major Canning at 
Rangoon. 
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To Lieutt. J. Low 
24: September 
1824. 


THE following letter of instructions to Lieutenant 
Low is also approved and recorded. 

To LIEUTENANT J. LOW. 


To 

Lieutenant J. Low. 

Sir, 

Lieutenant Colonel Snow attached to the British 
force employed at Rangoon having been deputed here 
for the purpose of consulting as to the best means of 
inducing the Siamese authorities to assist in the supply 
of carriage cattle for the use of the army acting against 
the Burmans. and eventually to employ a purl ion of 
their troops against the common enemy: it ha-; been 
judged necessary in the contemplation of the imnvdiaie 
occupation of Tavoy and Mergui to grant letter' to 
Lieutenant Colonel Snow, addressed to the Chiefs in 
the neighbourhood ot the Siamese frontier, in 
furtherance of the objects above stated. As a direct 
communication will become necessary, the Board ad- 
verting to your knowledge ot the Siamese language 
and habits of the people with whom Lieutenant Colonel 
Snow will have to communicate, have determined that 
you should accompany him on the duty in which he is 
now employed. 

It has further been determined that a small party 
of the Local Corps should attend lieutenant Colonel 
Snow as an honorary escort as well as to ensure respect, 
in the event of its being found necessary to land oil 
the Coast for the purpose of obtaining information ; a 
small Boat and Crew will be sent on board the David 
Malcolm for that purpose. It has further been deemed 
advisable to advance to you the sum of dollars 3,000 
for the purpose of providing such articles as may be 
necessary according to the usual custom to present to 
the Chiefs with whom it may be necessary to hold 
intercourse. 
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The Board have granted to Lieutenant Colonel 
Snow the necessary credentials for that purpose, but it 
may be judged advisable by that officer to depute you 
occasionally on such service. Duplicate Power is 
transmitted herewith to be used only in the event of 
Lieutenant Colonel Snow directing their use. You 
will in this respect and all others connected with the 
object of the present Mission conform to the instructions 
and directions you may receive from that Officer. You 
will endeavour, as done by you on a former occasion, 
to obtain every possible information in respect to the 
Coasts, Islands and Countries you may happen to visit. 

The Board have determined to grant you the s-.mo 
allowance as on your last deputation, viz. oOU Dubai's 
per Month. When Lieutenant Colonel Snow shall ; - 
tiinate to you that your services are no longer ueee—ary 
you will make the best of your way back to this Island, 
along with the esc urt and boat's crew. Directions have 
been given to make the. usual advance, and embark Lie 
usual supply of provisions for their use. 

1 am ikoa. 

( Signed ) W. M. WILLIAMS. 

Otfg. Seery. to Govt. 


Fort Cornwallis 

The 21 September 1821. 
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RESIDENT at SINGAPORE. 


Resident at 'J’q 
S ingapore 
5 October 1824 


\V. 11. WILLI A1IS Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government 

Prince of Wales Island. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot 
your letter of the 10 : September transmitting corres- 
pondence with the Agent of the Governor-General ami 
Commander in Chief of the Rangoon force respecting 
the war in which we are engaged with the state of 
Ava, and more particularly touching the co-operation 
which may be expected on the part of the Siamese 
Government. 


An opportunity has just occurred of communicat- 
ing direct with Siam of which I have availed myself, 
and I now beg leave to submit to the Honorable the 
Governor in Council copy of the letters which I have 
addressed to the Officers of the Siamese Government, 
as well as of my dispatch to the Secretary to Govern- 
ment in the Political Department explaining the views 
and motives under which these were written, in 
further explanation of the sentiments which 1 have 
been led from many considerations to entertain on 
the question of Siamese co-operation. I beg leave 
respectfully to lay before the Honorable the Governor 
in Council an extract of a dispatch which I had the 
honor to address to the Supreme Government on 
the GUt of May last. 

I have Ac, 

(Signed) d. CRAWEURD 

Resident. 

Singapore 
b : October li24. 
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THE letter of John Crawford Esquire Resident 
at Singapore. To His Royal Highness the Prince 
Kroina Meng Cheat &ca. &ca. 

I have communicated to the Chao Piah Prah 
Klang from time to time the origin and progress of 
our war with the Burmans. and now have the honor to 
address your Royal Highness on the same subject. 
Your Royal Highness knows that four months ago a 
large army proceeded to Rangoon, captured that place, 
and has since repeatedly fought and beat the Burmans. 
Detachments from the same force have taken Chednba, 
Ramree and Negrais. By the last accounts received 
the General in Command had given oi'ders for the 
conquest of Martaban, Tavoy and Mergui. This last 
advance of our arms will bring us close to the Siamese 
frontier, and in such an event, your Royal Highness 
may be assured that the British Commanders will pay 
the utmost attention to the wishes and interests of 
His Majesty the King of Siam, while they trust at the 
same time to His Majesty’s friendship for co-operation 
and support in vanquishing the common enemy. If 
your Royal Highness will be pleased to convey to the 
British General, to the .Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island, or to myself the present and final views of the 
Court on all the topics connected with this subject, 
they will either be immediately attended to or con- 
veyed to the Governor General of India, and there 
receive all the consideration due to the friendship 
which has been long professed and felt for the Siamese 
nation. 

1 have further to inform your Royal Highness 
that as soon as the season of the rains is over and 
the Country open, the army of Rangoon will march to 
Unnnerapura, while a much larger force under His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief of India will 
move in the same direction from the frontiers of 
Bengal. This will put a an end to the war. 

By the present opportunity I send His Majesty 
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the King in the name of the Right Honorable the 
Governor General a present of a thousand stand of fire 
arms in token of his confidence and friendship, and 
the merchants of Singapore have received full permis- 
sion to furnish the Court of Siam with any number 
which may be desired. 

I beg your Royal Highness to accept of a gold 
watch and 15 Catties of Coral as a mark of my high 
consideration and respect. 

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD 

Resident. 

Singapore 
3 October 1824. 
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The letter of John Crawfurd Esquire, Resident of* 
Singapore. To his Excellency the Chao I’iah Prah- 
Klang Chao Kun Kosa. 

This letter will be delivered to j’our Excellency by 
Jlr. Gillies, the same respectable individual who visited 
Siam last year, and I have to entreat for him a con- 
tinuance of your favor and protection. He takes with 
him a supply of fire arms for the use of the Govern- 
ment with the full sanction of the Right Honorable the 
Governor General of India, and to afford a proof of his 
esteem and confidence, 

I beg to announce to your Excellency that the 
Island of Singapore lias become permanently a British 
possession, that the Dutch have forborn to make 
further claim upon it. and further that they have ceded 
to the English the town and territory of Malacca. Tha 
commerce of Singapore continues daily to encrease — 
there are still no duties whatsover levied on merchan- 
dize and an extensive market is open for the produce 
of your country. I hope therefore this year that many 
junks will arrive from Siam, and that the Kings’s ship 
may be induced again to repeat her voyage. 

I beg your Excellency in token of my respect to 
accept a double barrelled fowling piece of a new con- 
struction. and an emerald ring. 

( Signed ) J. CRAWFURD. 

Resident. 

Singapore 
3 : October 1824. 
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Pol!. Dept. 


To 

GEOEGE SWIXTOX Esquire 

Secretary to Government 

FQET WILLIAM 


Sir. 

I have the honor to report for the information of 
the Eight Honble. the Governor General in Council, 
that the Emdidi Ship Caroline proceeds without delay 
to Siam, and that I have taken this opportunity ot 
again addressing the Siamese authorities on the subject 
of the war in which we are engaged with the State 
of Ava. Copies of the letters sent on this subject 
addressed as usual to the Chiefs of the foreign 
Department are annexed. Government will have the 
goodness to observe that I liave still continued to 
address the froward and suspicious Court of Siam in 
the same strain of caution as heretofore, avoiding the 
proposal of any specific measure of eo-operation on the 
grounds stated in a former dispatch, but at the same 
time inviting, altho" not courting, general co-operation 
and assistance, while the means, as far as possible, are 
furnished, and in the manner least calculated to awaken 
jealousy, of giving us that co-operation. 

1 have not hitherto had the honor to receive any 
reply to my dispatch in the Political Department of the 
31 of May, and in which I had proposed to present the 
Siamese Government with lOOU stand of arms in the 
name of the Eight Honorable the Governor General, 
but the utilitv ot this measure as a means of <nvin« r 
confidence to that suspicious people, has been con- 
stantly present to me. and the subject has within the 
last few days been brought more urgently to my 
attention by the official information transmitted to me 
from the Government of Prince of Wales Island, 
and from which it appears that Martaban, Tavoy 
and Mergui were upon the point of being attacked— a 
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matter which would bring us into direct contact with 
the Siamese, while the co-operation of that State is 
anxiously looked for by the Commander of the 
Rangoon force and the Agent of the Governor General. 

Under these circumstances I have ventured to 
assume the responsibility of presenting a thousand 
stand of fire arms to the Siamese Court. These have 
been procured at this place and consist of new Tower 
proof muskets with bayonets complete, which I have 
purchased at the rate of Nine Spanish Dollars each- 
This price includes freight, and all other charges to 
Siam, security to deliver the muskets, and an engage- 
ment to bring back the return presents free of all 
charge whatsoever. The return presents commonly 
made at Siam amount to about two thirds of the value 
received, estimating the prices in that country, and as 
they are deliverable at this place free of all expence 
to the Government, I may reckon that the actual 
charge incurred by this measure will not exceed 
2000 Spanish Dollars instead of four or five as esti- 
mate in my former dispatch. 

With respect to the minor presents, the gold watch 
and fowling piece were purchased some time back with 
the approbation of Government, and are already sanc- 
tioned in the public accounts. The only other charges 
are the coral presented to the Prince Kroma Cheat, 
and a small emerald ring to the Minister, both of 
which will eoA together something less than 700 
Dollars. 

I have the honor further to report that in accord- 
ance with the view of Siamese politics and Siamese 
co-operation which I have taken both in this dispatch 
and in that of the 31 of May. and under the sanction 
contained in your dispatch ot the 12 of March, I have 
given permission for a further exportation of fire arms 
to Siam, and that the Ship Caroline in consequence 
will convey tliitlier 2000 stand. 
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* This docu- 
ment does not 
appear to exist. 


Government will be pleased to observe from the* 
contents of my letter to the Siamese Minister that Mr. 
■John Gillies, the same individual who proceeded last 
year to Siam, proceeds thither again upon the present 
occasion with commercial views, and proposes making 
some short stay in the country. The former visit of 
this gentleman to Siam afforded me sat i- factory proofs 
of his prudence and good sense, and l have in con- 
sequence. and believing in the utility of this measure, 
now given him the directions for his conduct, should 
political matters be obtruded upon him. as is highly 
probable, of which 1 have the honor to enclose a copy.* 

I have <. c cca. 

(Signed) -I. CRAWFURD 

Resident. 

Singapore 
4 October 1824. 
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MEMORANDUM of the various Points which 


Enclosure in 
Fullerton to 
Amherst, 19 Oct. 
1824. 


appear on the public records as desirable for the in- 
terests of this Presidency, and to be obtained through 
negotiation with the Court of Siam. 

O 


First. The restoration of the King of Kedah to 
his territories free of all tribute or at least subject only 
ro the triennial presentation of the Boonga Mas 
( (1 olden Flower ) on the payment of a certain sum in 
money not exceeding 4.000 Dollars annually and liable 
to no further demands, order or mark ot subjection 
whatever. Should the money payment be acceded to 
the Government of Prince of Wales Islamite guarantee 
the same. 

REMARKS. This is a point of great political 
importance, directly affecting the interests as well as 
the credit and reputation of this Government. The 
Grant of this Island was given by the King of Keclali, 
and there seems every reason to believe that on grant- 
ing it he considered himself fully authorized to make 
the grant, and the British Government also acknow- 
ledged that authority by receiving it and making the 
Treaty with him. Captain Light's correspondence also 
held out. to him the constant hope ( which was the 
principal inducement ) of his thereby ensuring the 
protection of the British Government against two 
powerful neighbours ( the Barmans and Siamese ) then 
contending for superiority. Although such protection 
formed no express provision of the Treaty, and 
although on the grounds of the state of Vassalage 
in which he was supposed to stand in relation to 
.Siam, it was not deemed advisable to afford him 
protection by the intervention of Military Force 
and defence of his Kingdom, still the restoration 
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of the King of Kedah, provided it can be brought 
about by negotiation is an object not less sup- 
ported by strict justice than sound policy. While 
the Kedah Country was under the management of its 
own King we had a friendly neighbour, looking up to 
us for support and protection ; we had ample supplies 
of grain and provisions : our commercial relations were 
in a progressive state of amelioration : we had the 
certainty of an amicable adjustment of all disputes 
likely to arise ; certain co-operation in the prevention 
of piracy and other crimes. 

\\ e have now a powerful, haughty, arrogant and 
unaccommodating neighbour ; we are liable to constant 
disputes, extremely troublesome, and though in the 
eyes of Government and the European population not 
absolutely dangerous, still destructive of the interests 
of the Island by the constant alarm under which the 
native inhabitants are kept, and the unsettled state of 
mind produced on them by the fear of such neighbours. 
Our supplies are completely cut off. From the opposi- 
tion of the Malay inhabitants, and extreme aversion 
to Siamese Government, insurrections are frequent, 
cultivation is abandoned, and general confusion pre- 
vails. while many of the Malay inhabitants driven out 
from their homes have taken to piracy and plunder 
for subsistence, which renders the navigation of the 
neighbouring seas unsecure,; 

SECOND, 1 lie disavowal by the Siamese Gov- 
ernment of all claims of superiority over any of the 
Malay States on the Peninsula South of Patani. 

This is another point of a political nature of 
great importance not less to this Presidency than the 
general trade of the Straits of Malacca. The admission 
of then independence and the certainty of security 
against Siamese encroachment is indispensible to the 
future peace and tranquillity of the Malayan Peninsula. 
Without entering- minutely into the discussion of 
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the degree of dependence on which those states are 
said to have been once placed in relation to Siam 
and of the extent of control said to have been exerted 
over them, on which very discordant opinions are 
entertained, it is enough to remark it is very clear, 
that no act of superiority whatever has been exerted 
over any state South East of Kedah within the memory 
of man. The triennial presentation of the Boonga 
Mas was indeed the only mark of homage required 
from the latter up to the year 1808, between which 
period and 1818 constant demands were made and that 
state was compelled to assist Siam with supplies of 
grain, armed prows, &ca. and in the end to attack its 
Southerly neighbour, the Rajah of Perak, in order to 
compel him also to present the Boonga Mas, a mark 
of subjection, clearly proved never to have been before 
demanded, or complied with. The Rajah of Kedah 
having succeeded in subjugating Perak, and having 
entirely destroyed his military means thereby, was 
himself attacked and driven out of his Kingdom. 
It is generally rumoured that the same process is even 
now in contemplation in respect to Perak and Salengore, 
that is, to compel the former to attack the latter and 
itself to fall an easy prey. We have a decided in- 
terest in preventing further aggression and subjugation 
by the Siamese Government. All the petty states 
now menaced have long been on friendly terms with 
ns. We have made Commercial Treaties with them 
providing for a free intercourse, and though these 
Treaties are purely commercial, stipulating only for 
free communication and a reciprocity in point of duties 
&c. and containing no political pledge of defence, 
still it must be observed that their falling under the 
overwhelming power of such a Government as the 
Siamese must entirely destroy all commercial inter- 
course and throw the whole Peninsula in disorder and 
confusion ; even the dangers to which these States 
are now subjected by the threatening measures of the 
Siamese tends to unsettle the minds of the inhabitants. 
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It is only under a settled and peaceable state ot 
tilings that trade can flourish, that the rich productions 
of the country can be brought forth. We have an 
interest therefore in protecting them a~ far as we can, 
as well against foreign aggressions as internal disputes 
with each other. The influence of this Government 
over them is considerable, and if exerted by friendly 
intercourse and communication will long be sufficient 
without the use of arms to maintain all in these 
places. It is only through that intercourse which 
trade, the supply of each others wants produces, that 
the yet uncivilized inhabitants can by degrees be 
brought to understand the blessings of settled life, and 
it is not unreasonable to expect that such will he the 
result of our intercourse with these states ; but it is 
clear that all the immediate commercial advantages, as 
well as the well grounded hopes of future amelioration 
must be lost, if the long exploded or rather imaginary 
rights of supremacy of the Siamese are to be received 
and admitted, and allowed to be practically enforced. 
The insurance of protection to the Malay States against 
unauthorized aggressions, if attainable by the course 
of negotiation, and without recourse to arms, invari- 
ably discouraged by superior authority, is an object 
that needs but to be stated in order to obtain attention. 
It is one which on principles of humanity alone might 
even warrant stronger measures than amicable 
negotiation. 

THIRD. The free navigation of the rivers be- 
tween the Trang and the Karian from their mouths to 
their sources, as well as the free and unimpeded inter- 
course over land with Patau i and the Tin Countries in 
the interior, and with Ligor. Singora and the other 
ports on tire eastern coast of the Malayan Peninsula on 
sic. ?‘'of” fair and moderate duties on the articles on* transit or 
exportation by either sea. 

This is a point ot commercial policy important to 
the general trade, but of more particular advantage to 
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* To be copied 
later from 
Vols. 72 and 81. 


Siam itself, by opening a channel for the produce of 
the eastern part of the Kingdom direct to the Bay of 
Bengal, thus saving the circumnavigation of the whole. 
Malay Peninsula. The distance is said not to exceed 
20 Leagues and between Ligore and Trang the journey 
is performed in seven days, for the greater part there 
is water communication and the porterage is easily 
provided for by the use of elephants which abound . are 
easily caught and trained in two months. 

FOURTH. The free exportation from all the 
Siam ports on the western side of the Peninsula of all 
articles of provision required for the use of Prince of 
Wales Island. 

This requires no remark. 

FIFTH. The cession of the Island of Salang or 
•Tnnk Ceylon to the British Government. 

The advantages that would result from the posses- 
sion of the Island are pointed out in the Minutes of 
the Governor of this Presidency of 10th October 1819* 
and '27 December 1821*. the latter accompanied by 
fourteen documents, in No. 11 of which all previous 
information is concentrated, the principal being 
contained in a letter from Captain Francis Light 
addressed to the Governor General on the IS -Line 
1787. They may he stated thus. The great fertility 
of the soil producing pepper, indigo, cotton, sugar, 
coffee and rice in great abundance, the richness of its 
tin mines, the protection it affords to shipping at all 
sear-ons. and its convenient situation in respect to the 
navigation ot the Bay of Bengal, to which may he 
added its commanding situation as a military station, 
with the view ot keeping in check both the Burman 
and Siamese Governments in the event of an insular 
being preferred to a continental position. Should a 
free intercourse across the Isthmus, as contemplated in 
article 3d, ever take place, this island would probably 
become the emporium of all the Siamese trade with 
India and Europe, 
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The Island it appears Mas offered to the British 
Government in the year 1785 by its Siamese Chief, 
and the persons employed in looking out fur a con- 
venient commercial port at the mouth of the Malacca 
Straits seem to have hesitated between it and the 
Island of Penang, at last preferred. The importance of 
its jrossession u-as again pointed out to the Supreme 
Government by that of Prince of Wales Island in the 
year 1820. and an Embassy to Siam strongly recom- 
mended. for the express purpose of obtaining it. but 
the prospect of success was not then eonsideied suf- 
ficient to warrant the measure. The Island is now of 
little use to the Siamese, its present possessors. Only 
in 1810 it was attacked and completely taken posses- 
sion of by the Birmans, who carried oil' to slavery many 
of the inhabitants. After remaining some time they 
Mere frightened into a re-embarkation, since Mdiicli the 
only inhabitants are about 200 Siamese generally in 
too great a state of alarm to settle and turn the Island 
to any account. 

Should the result of the present war uitli the 
Barmans place, as expected, Mergui, Tavoy and Tenas- 
serim in our possession, there can be no doubt, con- 
sidering the value attached by the Siamese to these 
countries, their oil possession, that Junk Ceylon and 
even one or two more Islands of the Mergui Archipe- 
lago might be obtained in addition to the other points 
stated in this Memorandum. 
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FOET CORNWALLIS The 25 November 1324. 


To 

G. SWIXTOX Esquire 

Secretary to the Government 
FORT WILLIAM 
Sir. 

I have the honor to report for the information of 
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, 
that there have arrived within the last days from 
Siam a ship belonging to the King and nine junks. 
By these opportunities I have received a reply to the 
letter which I addressed to the Siamese Minister on 
the 13tli May, and two other communications, of all of 
which translations or extracts are annexed. 

The letter of the Minister expresses all that 
suspicion and distrust which there was reason to 
anticipate, and which is so characteristic of the Siam- 
ese Government. From personal communications 
received by the same opportunities it would appear 
that as soon as the Siamese had received the first 
reports of our war with the Burmans, they sent a 
strong detachment from Bangkok to Tavoy. to 
ascertain the truth or otherwise of the report in 
question. This detachment on approaching Tavoy. 
and finding no British troops there, but on the 
contrary the Burmans in full possession of the 
country, made a hasty retreat. This circumstance 
will account in some measure for the Siamese Ministers 
incredulity respecting the war. 

By the accounts now laid before Government, as 
well as by private reports received at the same time, 
it would appear that the King of Siam died on the 
20 July after an illness of six days continuance, 
having been carried off by a strangury. His eldest. 
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but illegitimate son. the Prince Kroma Chiat ascended 
the throne the next day without experiencing: any 
opposition whatever, and apparently with the general 
consent and approbation of the Siamese Chiefs. This 
change in the Government, as the Prince is unques- 
tionably the most intelligent and enlightened individual 
of his nation, will possibly infuse some portion of 
activity, and even liberality into the Siamese Govern- 
ment. The Prah Kdang. the individual through whom 
we have hitherto conducted all our intercourse, has been 
raised to the highest rank in the kingdom, and con- 
tinues to enjoy the entire confidence of the new King. 

It deserves to be noticed that contrary to the 
customary order of events in Siam, the present 
succession to the throne lias not been accompanied by 
any disturbances, or by any of those executions or 
proscriptions which in that country have usually 
marked the commencement of a new reign. 

1 have ttca. Ac. 

(Signed) •). CRAWTURD. 

Resident. 

Singapore 
dO October 1821. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 25 November 182 L 
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THE LETTER of Chao Piali Prah-Klang Chao 
Kim Kosa to John Crawfurd Esquire, Resident of 
Singapore. 

I have received your letter which states that the 
Harmans have often deceived the English, and trans- 
gressed against them, that war has in consequence 
been declared, that the Governor General of India has 
sent an army front Bengal and Madras to attack 
Rangoon. Martaban, Tavoy and Mergui, and further 
that he has given orders to the English merchants to 
supply our nation with whatever merchandize we 
require, on account of the esteem and friendship he 
entertains for the Siamese. 

You have informed me that the Barmans have 
sent an Embassy to Cochin China, and the copy which 
you have transmitted of the Barman King’s letter to 
the King of Cochin China has been well understood, 
and given His Majesty much satisfaction. In sending 
it you have done the King an acceptable service. 

The Siamese scouts are always vigilant and have 
recently taken some Barman prisoners. One of the 
scouts reports that the Burman Mission was well re- 
ceived in Cochin China, but that it is not ascertained 
whether the presents were accepted or otherwise. 

] have communicated to the King such parts of 
the contents of Mr. C'rawfurd’s letter as it was proper 
His Majesty should know. His Majesty is thankful 
to the Governor General of India for the permission 
he has given to the English Merchants to sell fire 
arms and ammunition to the Siamese. 

You say that the English are at war with the Bur- 
mans. Our scouts in scouring the Burman frontier 
have taken some prisoners, who state that they know 
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nothin" of any war between the English and their own 
nation. Also when the Burman Ambassadors returned 
from Cochin China you were at war with the King ot 
Ava. yet Mr. Crawfurd. it is reported, received the 
ambassadors at Singapore on their return from Cochin 
China with civility and much friendship. It is further 
reported that Burman merchants still continue to carry 
on trade at P. W. Island. Under such circumstances 
can your nation be at war with the Burmans V These 
statements have induced me to refrain from communi- 
cating to the King what was stated in your letter 
respecting the war. 

You will do an acceptable service to His Majesty 
the King if you will afford protection to such Siamese 
merchants as visit Singapore to purchase arms and 
ammunition, or recommend our merchants to the 
Governor of P. W. Island, should they desire to visit 
that place for the same purpose. 

His Majesty has directed the lntendant of the 
warehouse to prepare his ship named Kera Kansumut 
for sea, appointing Kuusi Pluisa to be her Commander. 
He has directed this person to purchase a few articles 
which he requires. He wishes you to take some notice 
of her. and that her Commander may he allowed to 
buy and sell without molestation. His Majesty desires, 
it' practicable, some cannon, some muskets, and a 
quantity of glassware, according to a list with which 
the Commander has been furnished. Let the ship, if 
possible, return with the present monsoon. 

The glassware which you sent has been duly re- 
ceived, and in return 1 send you 30 Peeuls of white 
sugar as a token of my friendship. The King also has 
directed the Storekeeper to send you 2 Peeuls of Ivory, 
10 Peeuls of Tin, and 2 Peeuls of Gamboge, which the 
Commander of the ship will duly deliver to you. 

Written on Friday the 6th day of the Hark Half 
of the 8th Month of the year of the Monkey. 
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TRANSLATION of a PORTUGUESE LETTER. 


JOHN CRAW EURO Esquire 

Resident, 

Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you that the King of 
Siam died on the 20 : instant, and the next daj' with 
general consent the Prince Ivroma Cliiat was proclaimed 
King. The Prince Vangna Kromasak was disgraced 
by the present Monarch. As soon as Prince Kroma 
Cliiat ascended the throne, he gave orders to allow all 
nations that visited Siam to buy and sell, export and 
import, with any inhabitant they thought proper, 
without hindrance, they paying only the duties. This 
was done without any altercation with the Chiefs. 

1 expect to go as an officer of a vessel. She sails 
for China in the ensuing season. 1 have to beg vou 
will not mention to the Siamese the contents of mv 
letter to your address complaining of the Prah Klang, 
as I have been fortunate enough to gain his favour. 
I beg you will answer my letters, but 1 suppose you 
have heard what 1 now communicate by Francis 
Uomingos Lopes, who is gone as a passenger in the 
King's ship to Singapuiv. 

i beg to say that you must wait until my arrival 
at Singapore to exphiiu a groat inju-hee done to you. 
as well a' the medicament 1 was in with the Siame-e 
Government some time ago : lor the Chiefs actually do 
not credit any foreign intelligence they receive'. 

Your Utters reached here in the month ot June. 
They were tran&lati d in the Siamese- language*, and 
excited some niiitli. The Minister in a sportive 
manner said " The English have no time to rest, on 
“ account of the writing and other business they 
“ have to go through.” 

I have Ac. Ac. 

(Signed) .), E. L. 

Siam 

25 July IS 24. 



[ 126 ] 


EXTRACT of a letter from the Supra Cargo of 
the Brig Shannon to his Commercial Correspondent at 
Singapore. 


I was called before him ( the Prah Klang ) at 8 
o'clock next morning, when I delivered all the letters 
from you. After perusing them he asked me several 

questions relative to Hr such as what kind of 

a ship did we come in. one mast or two Ac. Then 
they began about the Burmah war. and asked thou- 
sands of questions over and over again, some of them 
very foolish indeed, all of which I answered to the best 
of my knowledge. The Prah Klang said he must go 
and tell the King, and I was to go home, but not to 
go any where, nor see any person. They took verA 
good care that I should not go out at all events, as 
they always took away the boat. I was called again 
in the afternoon, but I took care to take all the 
musters of the cargo with me to get them sent in with 
the prices and quantity of each kind. The Prah Klang 
said that it was time enough to shew them in the 
evening, and in the mean time to tell to the inter- 
preters all I knew of the war, and they would write it 
down. I told all that I had told them in the morning. 

I then produced the musters, and told them the price 
and quantity of each, which they marked on them in 
their own writing, and said they would undergo due 
consideration. I yesterday was called two or three times 
about the war, and the very same questions put over 
and over again. These are the people to try a per.-on’s 
patience ! ! At last they got the Portuguese Consul to 
interpret for me, and by his assistance 1 made them 
comprehend all about the war, and shewed them on 
a cl. art the Countries the English had taken from 
the Bur nahs. However the Prah Klang has been 
very attentive, and sends us every day our breakfast, 
dinner and supper ; to-day he sent us lots of fruit of 
all sorts as a present, and seems very well pleased, i 
had a letter for Prince Kromachet from you, and I am 
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told from very good authority that he is going to im- 
prove the trade very much, by allowing every person, 
to trade free, that is to say, by paying the duties which 
are to be 8 per Cent, you can buy and sell to whom 
you please. This will be a great advantage to us, for, 
as the trade is just now. we must buy from Government, 
and their goods are nearly 100 per cent higher than 
you can purchase the same kind in the Bazar. 

There is very great quantity of all kinds of Europe 
Goods in this place just now. They are imported by 
the junks from Singapore and Penang. I expect the 
Shannon will be up here in two days. 

Bangkok 

1 September 1821. 

(True Copies ) 

(Signed) J. CRAWFURD. 


Resident. 
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To 


W. S. C’RACROFT Lsrp-. 

Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir. 

I have tlie liouoi to acknowle u • tli .* lvceipt ot 
your letter of the 20th Octob.T direr j ding' ne to sub- 
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receive much encouragement from the opening of any 
.sucli cuiTc.-jioiK fence v.ith tlicm on the part of the 
British Government. 1 believe the present system ot 
hlihtary Government established over the Afalajs of 
tliafc Country by their oppressors has never yet been 
io„ognued, and there is one very obvious reason for 
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its not being' so. A? soon as they are acknowledged 
to be the ‘--Jang deper Tuan” or Ruling- Power 
according to the Treaty concluded by Sii It. Leith, 
they will immediately demand payment of the annual 
10.000 Spanish Dollars stipulated to be paid in 
perpetuity or during the possession of Pulo Penang 
and the territory of Province Wellesley by the 
Company, and 1 should imagine it not to be the inten- 
tion of Government to do any act which will give 
ground for such a claim. 

The jealousy and suspicion of the English which 
prevails in the mind of the Ilajah of Ligor and his 
adherents is another reason for not opening a com- 
munication with him. They would not be persuaded 
that our views in obtaining a free navigation of the 
Muda were commercial, but would rather fear some 
political negotiation with the Chiefs in the interior 
for the purpose of preventing their future progress to 
the southern parts of the Malay Peninsula, and the 
result would be a stricter check either to the transit 
of merchandize or the journeys of individuals than at 
present prevails. 

Little prospect of success is therefore left excep- 
ting by the adoption of the second plan, viz. an 
agreement with the present or future renters of the 
farm. If the Double, the Governor in Council will 
permit me, I will make an attempt to do this without 
pretending any express authority, but merely on the 
ground of the great and increasing number of in- 
habitants on this shore for whom I am desirous of 
opening channels of employment, and I hope that 
by holding out a prospect of mutual advantage much 
[may] be effected to open and increase the trade. 
Until I commence an arrangement with the farmers 
I cannot tell whether a regular payment to them or an 
agreement for certain fixed duties on the goods passed 
tip and down the river will be the best and easiest plan 
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and on this subject also I request a discretionary powv r 
may be granted me. 

I have Aca. 

(Signed) A. 1). MAIXGY 

Sundt. of Point Wellesley. 

Point Wellesley 

the 2d. Xovr. [ 1S24-. 1 

AGREED that the plans proposed by the 
Superintendent be approved and the discretionary 
power solicited by him granted. 
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Home Series, 
M isceltaneous, 

Vof. 660, p. 271. 


Secret Department 


To 

The Honble. The Secret Committee of the 
Honble. the Court of Directors. 

Double. Sirs. 

-t « e- is ^ 

Para. 5. The question of the future disposal of 
Tavov and Mergui, is now under our consideration, 
and the result of our deliberations will be communi- 
cated to Your Honorable Committee in a subsequent 
address. Our present impression is, that the most 
advisable course would be to restore those places to the 
Siamese, from whom they were forcibly wrested by 
the Burmese about 6u or 70 years ago ; but it may be 
necessary to retain them tor a short time in our own 
hands, both with reference to the advantage, which 
their possession will give us in any negotiations which 
the Burmese Government may he desirous of opening 
with us. should a revolution, such as above adverted to, 
have really taken place, and to the embarrassment in 
which we should he placed by precipitately making 
them over to the Siamese, when their restoration to 
the new Government of Ava. might facilitate the con- 
clusion of terms of peace. Besides, we have just re- 
ceived accounts from the Resident at Singapore, so 
circumstantial, as in his estimation to be entitled to 
some credit, that the King of Siam is dead, and the 
Government has been seize 1 by an illegitimate son. 
In such a state of confusion, it might not be easy or 
prudent to treat with one of the conflicting parties for 
the throne, for the cession to the Siamese State of t he 
Provinces of Tavov and Mergui. 

* ® ^ a 

We have Ac. 

AMIIERST 

Fort William EDWD. I’AGET 

The 12th November 1821. JOHN FEN DALE. 
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Poll. Departt. 


FOKT C'ORXW ALIAS The 2b Xowmhrr I '21. 


l\ I ( r. SAN iXll^X L?<p.H''' 

Secretary to the Government. 

FORT WILLIAM 

Sir. 

i have the honor to lay re-pectfullv before the 
1 light Honorable the (Tovernur General in Louucit. 
copy of a letter which I have addressed to the Siamese 
Minister, and which was transmitted on a ship belong- 
ing to the King of Siam that sailed last night for 
Bangkok. 


1 entertain sanguine hopes that as soon as the 
capture of Tavoy and Mergui shall have been duly 
made known to the Siame-e Government, they will be 
induced to take some active steps in prosecution ol 
their annual hostilities against the Fmrmans. According 
to the information which L have received at this place, 
the countries which are the usual scenes of military 
operations between the two nations are totally impass- 
able from June to Xovember. On the 20 of the latter 
month according to old usage, the Siamese troops which 
guard the frontiers take the lield. and are stationed 
during the whole of the dry season at the usual post' 
ot observation, viz : on the principal routes which lead 
to the Burnian country, and which are those of Mergui. 
Tavoy. Martaban and Ohaingmai. About l,0UO men 
are said to be stationed at the three first mentioned 
posts, and from 5 to 6,OUO at the latter. This is stated 
to be the usual amount of the Guards, and more 
numerous forces are assembled when any enterprise 
beyond the mere protection of the frontier is con- 
templated. 

There is every reason to hope that the present 
crisis will stimulate the Siamese to an active prosecu- 
tion of hostilities, and that thus an important diversion 
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will be effected in our favor : but even should this not 
take place. 1 am of opinion that their entire neutrality 
ma\ lie safely reckoned upon. 

I have &e. &c. 


(Signed) ■!. CUAWFURD 

Resident. 


Singapore 


Id Xovember lbd l. 


X.[>. — A Copy of tlii.- dispatch. and generally of 
all documents which relate to Siamese politics, is 
transmitted to the Government of 1’. \V. Island. 
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THE LETTER of -JOHN* CRAW IT RD Esquire, 
Resident of Singapore, to His Excellency the Chao 
Piah Prah-Klang Chao Kim Kosa. 


I have had the honor to receive your Excellency * 
letter written on Friday the (5th day of the Dark Halt 
of the 8th Month of the present \ ear. 1 have com- 
municated from time to time the events of the war 
with the Burmans ; and beg now to state that on the 
Oth day of September the l-’ortress ot Tavoy was 
captured by the British arms, and on the 6th ot 
October that of Mergui. An official paper in the 
English and Portuguese languages, which 1 have the 
honor to enclose, gives the details of the transactions 
not copied, in question*'. In connection with this subject. I beg 
to express my earnest hope t hat a friendly intercourse 
will be immediately established between your Ex- 
cellency and the British Commander at Tavoy and 
Mergui. 

i have used every effort to expedite the departure 
of the King's ship, which has been delayed in all no 
more than 2 5 days. 

1 have received the J ‘resent ot 60 Peeuls of Sugar 
sent to me by your Excellency, and have to offer my 
acknowledgments for a gift ot 2 Peeuls of Ivory. 10 
J ’ecu Is of Tin and 2 IVculs of Camboge from His 
Majesty. 

(Signed) .1. CRAWFURI). 

Singapore 

11 November 1821. 

True Copies 

(Signed) .1. CRAWEURD 


Resident. 
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FORT CORNWARRiS 1 he 25 November 1S2R 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 96, 
pp. 839-40. 

Rajah of Ugor RAJAH of RIGOR. 

20 November 

1824. 


Translation 

of a letter from the Rajah of Digore to the Honble. 
Rubt. Fullerton E p\ Governor of Pulo Penang. 


After Compliments. 

May my friend he informed that his letter ( whirh 
was sent to Quedah and forwarded from thenee to 
Rigor ) announcing his arrival at Pulo Penang, and 
having assumed charge of the Government, reached me 
in safety. My friend expresses a desire to maintain a 
friendly understanding between the two Governments, 
and that the intercourse which has long subsisted 
between Pulo Penang and Quedah may remain un- 
interrupted. This friendly expression of my friend's 
sentiments has been received by me with correspond- 
ing good will, and I shall be very anxious to encourage 
an extensive intercourse between the two < iovemments. 
I now send Aluang Ram Dijo. Koon Aksorn and Nai 
Xeem to wait upon my triend according to custom to 
promote a good understanding. 

Dated the 1st of the Moon's Descent. Year Kra. 

A True Translation 

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Penang 

the 20; Novr. 1621. 
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Secret Department. 

To the HONORABLE the SECRET COMMITTEE 
of the HONORABLE the COL'RT ot DIRECTORS. 
Honorable Sirs, 

Para. 3. We have now the honor to transmit 
copies ot our instructions to Sir Archibald Campbell 
and Otters to the Oovernment ot T’lince of Wale-'s 
Islam l and the Resident at Singapore, regarding tlr- 
disposal of Tavoy and Mergui. and the j'olioy to be 
pursued towards the Court of Siam, eon-e'i pient upon 
our occupation of those places, which ipiestions were 
under our consideration at the date of our last address. 
We entertain a confident per-ua-ion, that our desire to 
avoid retaining permanent possession of Tavoy and 
Mergui, and our determination not to entangle our- 
selves in extensive and complicated relal ions with the 
Siamese ( Government, will be approved by your Honor- 
able Committee. Of the death of the Siamese Monarch. 
( adverted to in our former address ). we have now- 
received authentic accounts from the Resident at 
Singapore, a copy of wlm-e dispateh on the subject is 
enclo-ed a number in the packet. It appears from 
Mr. Crawfurd’- report, that the King died on the doth 
of -Inly last, and that his .-on. the Prince Kroma Chiak. 
was next day proclaimed King without opposition. 
The King is said to have i— ued an ordinance 

ve-y fa\orab!e to the enlargement and pro-peritv of 
the external commerce of Siam. 

* * - „ 

M e have &r. 

A .MIL ERST 
EUWJ). 1‘ARET 
JOHN FEN DALI.. 


i'Oli William 
7 Occeiiifici Lbd [. 
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 10 December 1824. 

Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 96, 
unpaged. 

To the RAJAH of LIGOR. 


To the Rajah 
of Ligor 13 
December 1324. 


Letter 

from the Honorable Robert Fullerton Esq: Governor 
of Prince of Wales Island, to the Rajah of Ligor. 


I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Highness' letter brought by Aiming Ram Dic-ho, Eon 
Aksorn and Xie Niem. and am happy to observe your 
Highness professes a disposition to cultivate the good 
will of the British Government. Your Highness's 
Envoys have received even proper attention from this 
Government, and have been permitted freely to com- 
municate with the Rajah of Quedah. as well as to 
precure such articles of Merchandize as they required. 

It is my duty again to bring to your Highness' 
notice the conduct of some persons who have latel\- 
been carrying on a system of lawless plunder on the 
borders of the Honble Company’s territory, and to 
request your Highness’ eo-opeintion in checking such 
offences. 

It has been reported to this Government, that 
during the last two months extensive robberies have 
been committed in the Province of Point Wellesley 
and South part of this Island, by gangs of Malays 
who after plundering houses, carry their bounty into 
the adjoining Kedah territory. 

On the night of the 1st Instant a gang to the 
number of 15 or Hi landed from Boats at the village 
of Sungei Xipah District of Sungei Kluang, plundere 
two houses, and carried off the property across the 
water. They are supposed to have come from the 



[ 138 ] 


Krean River. The Rivers anil Milages ot Ivwalla 
Mood a ami Karian are the places these plunderers 
resort to, and where they find a ready market tor 
their booty. 

I am therefore induced to suggest to your High- 
ness, as the means of affording protection to the in- 
habitants. that all persons, subjects of this Government, 
detected in his territories, selling stolen goods, or in 
any way concerned in these robberies, be forwarded 
to this Government, where they will be punished as 
the law directs ; and I shall not fail to forward to 
Kedah all such persons, subjects of your Highness, 
as may be found so offending here, in order that they 
may be brought to punishment. 

The principal piracies lately committed are sup- 
posed to have been perpetrated by l’akir Saib. Nga 
3Ianid. Rajah Antar, Rajah Oosman and Rajah Kahar. 

As your Highness’ messengers are now returning, 
1 can only repeat the satisfaction with which I shall 
view an encreased Commercial intercourse between 
the subjects of Penang and Ligor. and the suppression 
of Piracy will much facilitate such intercourse. 1 
have ordered a cruizer to give safe convoy to your 
Highness’ Messengers to Kedah. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 

Penang 

R3 December 1821. 
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[Undated— 

? Feb. 1825.) 


-Major Alex. Balmain 

Commanding Tavoy. 


Cnder the impression that it will prove satisfac- 
tory to you, as the officer in command of this province, 
I have the pleasure to acquaint you that I have just 
returned from a journey to the Siamese frontier, per- 
sonally undertaken by me with a view to obtaining 
Geographical information, and that during the whole 
route and while in the boundary, I did not meet with 
a single Siamese. 


I am irom this latter and other circumstances of 
opinion that the Siamese have not a post of any con- 
sequence within 30 miles of the Tavoy frontier. The 
country 1 have passed through is in so quiet a state, 

1 hat I would not have the least hesitation ( did a 
necessity exist ) in travelling all over it with a naique 
and four sepoys only to look after stores and provisions. 

I performed the whole journey of eleven days on foot, 
the road being impracticable to a horse or to cattle. 
We fell in with one Stockade at Chok I’hreea, about 
17 miles from Tavoy. It is about 120 yards square, 
and is constructed of bamboos, in the usual Barman 
manner, having been formerly a Tavoyer post. 

L had the honor to hoist the British tiag on the 
summit of the mountainous ridge, along which the line 
mutually hounding Siam and Tavoy lies, and to salute 
it with 3 volleys of musquetry from a Havildar’s party 
of 1 naique and 7 sepoys of the Prince ot Wales Island 
local Corps who escorted me. and in order to give the 
Siamese ( whose boats 1 have no doubt frequently visit 
the spot ) a chance of learning that a British Officer 
had been there. I enclosed, sealed up. and left in ail 
open but secure place, in a bottle, a memorandum ex- 
planatory ot the nature of my visit : a copy of tills, 
document I herewith transmit. 
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About sixteen miles from 'favor I discovered a 
Mineral Spring of the high temperature of 1 hl c ot 
Fahrenheit's scale, an account of which as well a= tin- 
details of my route, will be transmitted by me to the 
1 Vince of Males Island (Government. under whose 
written instructions 1 am acting. 

1 have Aca. 

(Signed) JAMKS LOW Lt 
Acting under the orders of the 
Honble. the Oovr. in Council 
of I’rince of Wales Island. 


A true Copy 

(Signed) Alex. Maintain 

Major Coming. Tavoy Ac. Ac. Ac. 
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( Secret No. 31. ) 

To GEORGE SWINTOX Esqr. 

Secretary to Government 

Secret and Political Department 
&ca. &ca. &ca. 

PORT WILLIAM 

Sir, 

# * * ** * 

The Siamese. I have reason to think, will now 
take a hearty and decided part in the war. A Mission 
from some leaders of that Nation is now on its passage 
from Martaban to this place. The enclosed document 
forwarded to me gives an outline of their views and 
sentiments couched, as you will observe, in very artful 
terms, probably intended as an excuse for not having 
declared themselves at an earlier period giving the 
fullest attention to the general object of the Mission. 
I will urge the immediate advance of their force, upon 
the frontier of the compaered provinces, through 
Martaban upon Pegu, and from thence, by the main 
road to Thongoo. trusting to induce them to supply 
my Columns moving forward on their left with 
Carriage and Slaughter Cattle. 

* •* 

I have the honor to be, &c. &e. 

(Signed ) A. CAMPBELL 
Brigadier General. 

Head Quarters 
Rangoon, 3rd 
February 1825. 
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A Letter from Three Taliens, Siamese Chieftains, 
to the English Commander in Chief. Intimates their 
arrival with ten thousand men in L'aryapouree, and 
that they have received information of the English 
being in possession of Martaban, as al~o. that frequent 
battles continue to take place between them and the 
Burmans. Should such be the ease, and their services 
be acceptable as allies, they will be happy to advance 
and join the English with live thousand men. whom 
they have already dispatched to Mikhasath ( this is 
close to Martaban ). .State that they have done this in 
consideration of the ancient friendship sub-Lting be- 
tween the two nations and which they are most an- 
xious to preserve, as well as to carry on friendly and 
commercial intei course, and hope theretoiv that the 
British will as heretofore, respect their TalLn Cods 
and Temples and Priest-, and take into their particular 
o ire the Abas-es. now living at Martaban, who are 
their own brothers, as it were, in ca-te and country. 
The Burmans having for a series ot years oppressed 
and tyrannized over us. we became the humblest of 
nations, and at last took flight and found refuge in 
Siam. The King of that country being a lover of 
ju-tice, the Protector of the distressed and a true ser- 
vant of Cod, took pity on our misfortunes, and under 
his authority we received an 1 continue to receive hap- 
piness. honour, promotion and subsistence. 


r J he orders ot this King, in former wars, have 
always been, that during the months of Xatoh 
and Peeagoo ( December and -January ) we should, 
with our forces, advance info file Burman Tetrifories 
and carry off as many Burmans, Abasses and Tavoy 
people as we could secure, but now, the country 
being under protection of the English, we, consider- 
ing our long friendship, have refrained from so 
doing this year, and have not established as usual 
Chokies and Posts for the purpose. We also hope that 
the English will not molest any people, or confine 
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them, provided they should resort into the Martaban 
district for purposes of traffic, which they are very 
anxious to do if sure there would be no obstructions 
opposed to free and open communication. Be assured 
that this is the real wish of our hearts, and in this is 
nothin" of falsehood or deceit. Further, we hope that 
if the inhabitants of Martaban or Tavoy or Mergui 
wish to come to ns for purposes of traffic that they may 
not be prevented, as we also promise not to prevent 
any of the people under our authority from resorting 
to the British Posts, so that constant friendly inter- 
course may he kept up. as should always be the case 
between two nations so long connected by friendship, 
and that friendship daily be made more firm ( by the 
English cheerfully assenting - to this proposal ) even 
than it ever has been before. Further, we have not 
yet any certain or correct information whether or not 
the English have taken Kangoon. and still hold it, 
which we have casually '.ward to be th a case, therefore 
beg to be favoured with information on the present 
state of affairs at that place, and also to be told 
whether it is the intention of the English, after gain- 
ing victories as we hear they have done, to advance to 
Ava. Let this information be sent quickly by (he 
Bearers of this letter, and on receiving - it a communi- 
cation will be made to the King of Siam, ami then let, 
the two nations go hand in hand together to complete 
the business. 

Dated l’eeazoo 27th 1186. or about the loth ot 
January 1825. Names and Titles of the writers nl the 
above as written — Myngliee jo Bingeeah — Mali a /.oka— 
Ka-ma ( Zazah Deeh Buddhee Seeree Xaiah — 
( (Tnagoon ). 

(Signed) -T. A. JACKSON 
Major and Deputy Quarter Master General. 
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From the General Commanding the Siamese 
Detachment, to the British Officer Commanding 
at Tavoy. 


The Commander of the British Forces at Tavoy 
has forwarded a letter signifying that certain people, to 
the number of one hundred at least, had been carried 
off by our people and taken to Siam from the Provinces 
of Tavoy and Mergui. 


The Siamese at the frontier posts have heretofore 
been accustomed to make inroads into these Provinces, 
and to carry off the inhabitants, and the late act of 
this description was done inadvertently, as the Siamese 
were not aware that, the British had fully occupied 
Tavoy and Mergni. About fifteen men. who were 
seized, have arrived at Bankock, the capital. 


They have been treated with kindness, and had 
all their wants supplied. These men, and all Tavoy ers 
have been told that they are at liberty to return to 
their own country. The head of the party of Tavoyers 
has been sent, with his people to Tavoy. as the Siamese 
now know that the English have taken possession of 
the Countries of Mergui and Tavoy. 


The Siamese are desirous of keeping on friendly 
terms with the British ( Here follows a list of ten 
names of Tavoyers, who have returned). These people 
report that all their relations reside in Tavoy. 

* i suspect the * \ letter has been entrusted to Xace Sa, who 
shouw bf'^ihis accompanies the party, who knows the road. 

letter” instead 

of “A letter” May the British and Siamese remain on terms of 
Sd > AB - amity. 

Sealed on the 23d Day of February 1825. 

A true translation 

( Sd. ) ALE X: BAEMALX 
Major Commanding 7 Kegt. N : I : 
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To 

Captain Snedgiass 

Military Secretary to Brigadier 

General Sir A. Campbell, K. C. B. 

Ac. Ac. Ac. 

Sir. 

I have the honor to forward for the information of 
Brigadier General Sir Archibald Campbell, K. C. B., 
Commanding the Forces, a letter received on the 1st 
instant from an officer of the Siamese Government 
( who is now with 5,000 at Paumzee ) and also an 
English translation. 

This forenoon 1 had an interview with the ten 
Tavoyers w ho are alluded to in the letter, but they 
only desired to have three days’ leave to see their re- 
lations here and to return to Siam, as their families 
were there and of some, the fathers and mothers, 
having been canied away at an early period of life 
from this place. 

I likewise beg leave to transmit copy of a letter I 
received from Lieutenant Low. of the Prince of Wales 
island Establishment, and copy ot a notice which he 
left in a bottle on the boundary between the Siamese 
Territory and the Province of Tavoy when on an 
excursion to the frontier*. 

1 have At -a. 

(Signed) ALEX: BALMAIN 

Major Comg. the Provinces of 
Tavoy Aca. Aca. Aca. 

Tavoy 

od March 1825. 
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To Brigadier General 

Sir A. CAMPBELL, K. C. B. 
Commander of the Forces 
Rangoon. 


Sir, 


On the 29th Ultimo, information having been 
brought me that a Siamese flotilla had made its 
appearance within a short distance of this town, com- 
mitting several acts of depredation on the villages, I 
dispatched Lieutenant Drever with 50 Sepoys in 
Country Boats in search of them. 

He found them as described about 8 hours row 
from this, amounting to near 30 sail of large boats, 
well armed, pulling from 60 to 80 oars each. He 
made towards them under English colours, and on 
hoisting a white flag it was immediately answered. 
A conference ensued, in which the Siamese Chief 
regretted that his ignorance of our conquests in this 
quarter had led him into acts of aggression on a 
Country now under the British protection, and promised 
to come the following day to Mergui and release all 
the prisoners he had taken. 

On tlie following day he made his appearance 
with only nine boats, the rest lie stated would be here 
on the morrow, when all the prisoners he had taken 
should be released, and again renewed his protestations 
respecting our conquests in this quarter, at the same 
time requesting of me a paper for the King explana- 
tory of the causes ot his sudden return without ac- 
complishing his orders respecting the intended hostili- 
ties in this quarter. This 1 promised to give him on 
the release of all the prisoners he had taken in this 
neighbourhood. 


He remained here till the 2d, when three boats 
came in and he released 90 prisoners. But being inform- 
cd that we were dissatisfied at the rest not arriving as 
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promised, on the evening of the same day, taking ad- 
vantage of the flood tide he weighed anchor and went 
off apparently in great alarm with the whole of his 
fleet, at the very hour fixed for paying me a third visit. 

The boats of the Honourable Company's Crui/.er 
Thetis, which arrived on the 31 January, and some 
country boats with sepoys, were immediately sent after 
them, but night coming on could not ascertain tlmir 
Course. 

It is with regret 1 have to inform you that I have 
just heard of the Town of Tenasserim and several other 
villages having been plundered, and a considerable 
number of the inhabitants carried off on the following 
day by this party. The Chief states himself to b« 
high in rank in the employ of the King of Siam, and 
the inhabitants of all the surrounding country, as well 
as those of this town, are in the greatest state of alarm 
and trepidation. 

I have the honor to enclose the name and titles of 
the Chief and some of those who accompanied him in 
the Siamese and English languages, and also a list of 
losses sustained with the exception of what occurred at 
Tenasserim on the 3d. and which not having yet 
arrived, I do not think it iff’ sufficient importance to 
detain the boat. The number of the inhabitants carried 
away are estimated at about 500 Souls. 

1 have &c. 

(Signed) W. FRIl'H 

Major C’omg. Mergui. 

Mergui 

7 Feby, 25. 
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( Copy ) 

To Brigadier General Sir Archibald Campbell, K. C. lb. 

&c. &e. Commanding British Forces. 

Sir, 

Agreeably to your instructions I remained at 
Rangoon until the arrival of the deputies from the 
Siamese Camp, whom I accompanied back to 
Martaban on the 20th ulto.. but owing to the 
intricacy of the navigation of its river at this season of 
the vear, I regret to say we did not land until the 5th 
instant. On the following day I wrote to the Chief 
the substance of the subjoined letter Xo. 1, in answer 
to the one forwarded to you at Rangoon prior to your 
march from thence, and dispatched it along with the 
deputies, who personally expressed their gratitude for 
the attentions and civilities they had experienced both 
at Rangoon and at this place. 

On the 7th I received intimation that another 
deputation, headed by the Chief’s son. and a Sirdar of 
consequence, was on the opposite side of the river, 
waiting our permission and assistance to cross. Boats 
were immediately ordered to eomey them over, and at 
the same time I directed suitable accommodations to 
be prepared for their reception in the town. 

In the course of the ensuing forenoon the visitors 
arrived and were received with due honors ; they 
brought me a letter ot which Xo. 2 is a translation. 
On the succeeding day, 1 had a personal conference 
with them on the subject of the correspondence that 
had already passed, and on their ultimate views and 
intentions, when it was clearly and unequivocally 
stated that the Tallyen Chiefs with their followers 
were ready and willing to aid us in any measures 
that might lead to the overthrow of their in- 
veterate enemies, the Burmese ; that they were in 
fact at our entire disposal, and only waited our orders 
to advance with their forces and act as we might think 
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proper to direct. The son. however, added, that as his 
father was on the eve of paying us a visit, he begged I 
would suspend the discussion of our future plans and 
operations until he arrived : to this of course I assented. 

It is not unworthy of remark that on the first 
arrival of the deputies, their general conduct and 
demeanour exhibited a considerable degree of alarm 
and agitation, which however soon subsided, and before 
they took their departure, which almost immediately 
succeeded the interview, they became familiar and 
unembarrassed, and had altogether acquired a con- 
fidence in our character, which promised an advan- 
tageous result. 

I had nearly omitted to state that in the course of 
conversation, I was led to understand that our assis- 
tance would be essentially requisite to enable their 
army to cross to our side the water, and that its sub- 
sistence depended also upon cur means of supply. As 
the Prize Stores of Martaban were capable of furnish- 
ing them with abundance of Grain I offered our assis- 
tance to alleviate this difficulty and immediately issued 
instructions for placing every boat procurable in the 
vicinity of this place at their disposal, and allotted 
ground and villages contiguous to the town for their 
encampment, and every measure was adopted to bring 
their forces into prompt co-operation with your V 
[ army ] marching upon l’rome. Such was the state 
ot affairs here until the ldth inst. when rumours were 
in circulation that differences of opinion and some 
altercations had taken place among the Chieftains over 
the water, and that they were breaking up their camp 
and retiring upon their own country — that a Minister 
of the King of Siam had arrived on or about the 10th 
with [ eivmptury outers for their recall and that the 
Chief, with whom we had principally been in com- 
munication had expressed a disinclination to abandon 
our interests, alleging that by such a proceeding at this 
crisis he would justly incur the imputation of treachery 
towards us. 
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On the 13th I received a letter from the Comman- 
der of the Tallyen Army of which No. 3 is a translation, 
and on the succeeding day the paper No. 4. to both of 
which I replied, expressing my regret that circum- 
stances had occurred to counteract our wishes, and 
their friendly intentions to take part with us in the 
further prosecution of the war. My informer also 
reported that their army had actually retired. 

It is difficult for me to define the true reasons for 
this apparently inconsistent line of policy on the part 
of those Chieftains, but have no doubt, that on further 
enquiry I shall be enabled to ascertain the actual state 
of the case, which I will take the earliest opportunity 
of communicating to you. 

That such flattering prospects of a favourable issue 
to the negotiation you intrusted to my management 
should have been so suddenly defeated, is to me a 
subject of the sincex-est regret, but that you will believe 
that the objects of the Mission were pursued with all 
the industry and zeal of which I am capable 1 entertain 
the fullest assurance. 

The Diamond ring and other presents I shall make 
over to the Commissariat Officer, to be disposed of on 
account of Government agreeably to the usages of the 
Service. 

I have &c. 

( Signed ; H. T. SMITH— Lt. Coll. 

Martaban Commanding at Martaban. 

17 March 1325. 
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Addressed to the Chiefs Ron Ron Ac. &c. 

Commander of the Army of Dooa na muddee. 

The Commander of the British Forces, General 
Sir Archibald Campbell, Knight Commander of the 
Bath &c. &c. &c. having received a letter from 

the principal Siamese Chiefs, exercising power and 
authority over a body of 5,000 Abassee and Tillian 
warriors, encamped in the vicinity of Martaban, the 
same is hereby acknowledged and the contents thereof 
understood. 

The British General takes this occasion through 
me to express the satisfaction he feels in recognizing 
the friendship and amity which has so long subsisted 
between the English, Siamese and Abassee Nations, 
and which it now becomes the interest and policy 
of all parties to cement more firmly than ever. 

The Supreme British Government of India has at 
all times manifested an invariable desire to be at 
Peace and upon the most friendly and amicable footing 
with the neighbouring States, but the aggressions, 
cruelty and violence so often exhibited by the Burmans, 
without provocation, upon British subjects for some 
time past, could no longer be tolerated and the Eng- 
lish Government was at length compelled to vindicate 
its honour by an appeal to arms ; numerous armies 
were accordingly directed to proceed into the dominions 
of the King of Ava, not with a view of aggrandizing 
the present extensive British territorial possessions, 
but for the sole and only purpose of retaliating 
upon the offenders and chastising and humbling 
the arrogant pride and insolence of the rulers of the 
Burman Empire. This object has been partly accom- 
plished by the destruction of their armies in the 
vicinity of Rangoon, the capture of all their sea port 
towns and the demolition of their numerous stockades 
and fastnesses, and the British forces are now advanc- 
ing from different quarters by land and water to carry 
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punishment ami dismay into the very capital of his 
dominions. 

The injuries and indignities to which the Tallien 
nation has been exposed for a series of years from their 
enemies, the Bunnans, has been a source of unceasing 
concern to your ancient friends the English. In the 
present crisis of affairs it is by no means improbable 
that opportunities may be offered them for retaliating 
npon their oppressors and ot re-establishing at no 
distant period their ancient independence and 
Sovereignty. In order however to ascertain the further 
views and wishes of the Chiefs now encamped in this 
province, acting by authority and in conjunction with 
the wishes of the dignified King of Siam, as well as to 
evince the high estimation in w hich his Majesty is 
held by the several British authorities, the English 
general Sir Archibald Campbell ha j deputed me (a 
Colonel in the army serving under his command ) to 
proceed to Martaban for the purpose of conferring with 
the said Chiefs upon the most eligible means of 
attacking, distressing and destroying their common 
enemy the Bunnans, and the Colonel lias accordingly 
arrived at Martaban in charge of the deputies sent by 
the Siamese Chieftains who are consequently invited to 
a friendly personal interview with the said Colonel 
Smith at the earliest practicable period, which will no 
doubt tend to facilitate arrangements lbr the mutual 
benefit of both Nations and should any matters come 
under discussion that may require specific instructions 
from the Governor General in Council, the Colonel will 
lose no time in laying them before his Government, 
*or the ultimate decision of that high and supreme, 
authority. 


Colonel Smith begs to offer hi, prayers for the 
health of Ilis Majesty the King of Siam, and for the 
prosperity and stability ot Government, a, al,o for the 
ultimate restoration of the ancient dynasty of l’egue. 
and the Colonel in conclusion assures the Chiefs to 
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whom this letter will be presented, that he will avail 
himself with cordial satisfaction (a» far as his authority 
may extend) of any events in the future operations of 
the war. which may enable him to afford assistance 
for the attainment of that desirable object. 

('Signed) H. T. SMITH— Lt. Coll. 
Coming. Province of Martaban. 

Martaban 
(Jth March 1825 



[ 154 ] 


Home Series, 
Miscellaneous, 
Vol. 665. 


[March 1825- 


LOW pra. jmilia. eea. tha. vein maa ee e raza. eq. 
ga, lnuha, the. nuddee. pud. dee. thee, ree, zee, zee a 
Ron Ron Commander of the Army of 1 )ooa. ra mu Idee 
represents : 

That he was exceedingly gratified with the purport 
of Coll. Smith's letter, which he no sooner perused 
than he dispatched to the King of Siam’s principal 
minister for the purpose of being submitted to his 
majesty by whose commands the Army of Dooa. ra, 
muddee is encamped in these Territories. 

The Commander of the army of Dooa. ra muddee 
is fully aware of the cordial friendship which has sub- 
sisted between the English nation and the Tullyens 
from the earliest period of prosperity of their ancienr 
kingdom of l’egue, and which lie trusts, please Cod. if 
again recovered by concptest from thmr enemies will, 
under more happy auspices, expand like the opening 
bud into blossoms of future greatness and prosperity, 
and afford occasion to their latent posterity to remem- 
ber with thankfulness the friendly concern of Colonel 
.Smith for the TulIy-.-n nation, who arc never ungrate- 
ful for the favors they receive from their allies. 

As uttee an. tile present place of encampment of 
the Commander of the Dooa, ra. uniddee army i- too 
far distant to enable him to obtain with facility the 
honor of the eon-ultation and interview intended him 
by Colonel Smith, it i~ his intention to advance to 
Villag; of fur ra na. In the mean time. Tha Myen, 
dino lnattee and Binneea bur. mu the Son and t’aujdar 
of the Commander of the Armv of Dooa. ra. muddee 
will wait on Colonel Smith with this letter, and know 
his intentions with re-pect to the time in which the 
movement of the Dooa. ra muddee forces may be 
required. 


( Signed ) G. NORM AN — Captn. 


Persian Translator. 
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Low, pra, inuha, eea, eea, tha. yem ma ee, e raza, 
egga, muha, the nuddee, puddee, thee, ree, zee, zeea 
Ron Ron Commander of the Army of Dooa, ra muddee 
represents : 

That he sensibly feels the kindness and hospitality 
which Colonel Smith manifested towards his Son and 
Fanjdar, whom he deputed to wait on the Colonel and 
begs to acknowledge the favor shown himself by the 
loan of his boats and the offer of corn to aid the sub- 
sistence of his troops. 

That he had it in contemplation to visit Colonel 
Smith on the 11th of the present ( Siamese ) month fer- 
tile purpose of consultation and advice, but in the in- 
terim his Majesty’s minister having arrived from Dooa 
ra muddee with a dispatch stating that the season 
" of the rains was approaching, when it would be no 
“ longer practicable for the troops to return either by 
land or water and that it was moreover desirable that 
u the lands should be cultivated at their proper season, 7 ’ 
it is now become necessary that he should in obedience 
to his Majesty's commands return with Iris army to 
Iris country. 

Rut -horrid any event occur to Coll. Smith, or any 
bu-itie--, intervene which he may wish to communicate, 
he will please to dispatch a messenger with a letter to 
the Commander of the Army of Dooa, rn, muddee at 
Cliyke, satlr Knddyn Sing or Meena, moo. ee ( con- 
tiguous places) where his troops will be stationed. 

That in the event of any of the Abassee or Siam 
subjects having occasion to visit tiro Country oi Mar- 
taban it is hoped they will be admitted in the same 
manner as the subjects of the English Government 
will be received in our dominions of Dooa ra muddee, 
as it is desirable that the friendship now subsistiirg 
between the two nations should be preserve 1 and 
eno reused . 



r isti i 


As a token ot his friendship the Commander ot 
the Dooa, ra. inuddee army ha- sent to Colonel Smith, 
a pair of elephants' teeth and some bees' wax. and he^s 
to subjoin his prayers tin hi- welfare. 

(Signed) (t. XOUMAN — -Captn. 

1’ersian Translator. 



Home Series, 
Miscellaneous, 
Vol. 665. 


[March 1325, 


[ 157 ] 

[Seen, ya Laghoou, Khoom Khan, brother of the 
great Chief, represents to Colonel Smith, Commander 
eft he Country of Martaban : 

That he Inis been exceedingly delighted with the 
assurance given him by the interpreters, of the friend- 
ship he hear- toward-* tlie Siam and Abassee people, 
also 'vith tlie hospitality and kindness with which 
Colonel Smith received his nephew. 

That he has sent by tlie interpreters a horse and 
a ring which he "ill receive from their hands, and 
keep as a memorial of liis esteem and regard, and begs 
to subscribe his prayers for Colonel Smith’s welfare. 

(Signed) C. NORMAN — Captn. 

Persian Translator. 


(True Copies) 
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Brigadier General 

Sir Archibald Campbell. K. C. 11. . Ac. Ac. 
Conic. British Forces 
Camp. 


Sir, 


Since I had the honor of addressing von on t ho 
17th Instant, a dependant of Bon Ron, the Tullyin 
Commander of the Siamese army lately encamped in 
the Province of Martaban has made his appearance in 
this town, and spontaneously tendered the information 
contained in the accompanying deposition. From the 
open and unequivocal manner in which the statement; 
was made I am disposed to give it due credit, anp 
more so for its corresponding in some instances with 
the information L received from one of our own people, 
who was for two or three days in the Camp of Ron 
Ron prior to his departure, the purport of which is 
already detailed in my first report. 

'Pile motives which actuated the Tullyen Chief in 
receding from his engagements are now too obvious to 
require any thither explanation from me. 1 consider 
if however equally my duty to state the substance of 
another report, which was brought in by one of the 
Zemindars of the district, who had followed lion Ron 
one or two marches on his return back to Siam, 
nameK , that he had been privately informed, that a 
younger brother had succeeded to the throne of Siam, 
in consequence ot the elder having been educated and 
initiated as a Boongee or priest, which by the laws 
disqualified a Prince of the blood from succeeding to 
the reins of Government ; that 1 1n- mother of the elder 
son at the head of a faction had prevailed upon him to 
cast off his clerical garb and assume the Sovereignty 
ot the Kingdom. A plan for a revolt was accordingly 
laid and well digested ; that the Palace was assailed. 
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and that the younger brother was driven from the 
throne with little or no bloodshed, and is now supposed 
to be a wanderer in the dominions he so recently 
ruled ; that in order to secure the fidelity and homage 
of Ron Ron’s army, the newly-created King had seized 
upon all their families and property, upon the know- 
ledge of which he suddenly broke up his camp and 
retrograded. 


The Zemindars of Martaban do not disavow having 
been in communication with Ron Ron shortly after his 
arrival on the borders of the province, and of thus 
having urged him to appeal to the justice and clemency 
of the British Government for ultimately placing him 
in authority at Martaban, and constituting him Chief 
ot the Tullyen people, 

Ron Ron unquestionably possessed the affections 
of the people and the zealous support and attachment 
of all the zemindars throughout the ancient Tullyen 
dominions, and their object in desiring to place him at 
their head in the present unsettled state of affairs, 
was, they said, to prevent civil war and anarchy in the 
country on our relinquishing the conquests we had 
made in this quarter, and that through his abilities 
and influence they might become the means of resist- 
ing the future views and attempts of the Burmese to 
reestablish themselves in power and authority, which 
it they succeed in doing, would subject them to the 
most despotic line? and exactions, and even to a con- 
fiscation of property and loss of life. 

On my first arrival at Martaban I deemed it ad- 
visable, with a view to ascertain the fidelity of the 
people and the fedin^ whh !; t xisted amongst them 
toward- our Government, to send round a notification 
desiring to see the whole of the Zemindars of the dis- 
tricts and the principal Kureens or people inhabiting 
the hills and jungles, and who may in fact be consider- 
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ed the principal ryots ot the country. This summons 
L am triad to say was cheerfully obeyed, and I had the 
satisfaction ot seeinp- them return well pleased with 
their reception. 

i have i\ca. 

( , Si piled ; LI. T. SMITH Lt. Col. 

Conic, at Martaban. 


Martaban 
27 March 1825. 


1 March 1825.1 
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( Statement ) 

Shone Mong, a native of Martaban, who fled his 
country about eleven years since, and after being em- 
ployed during that period alternately in the service of 
Ron Ron, Commander of the Army of Dooara, wuddee 
and his brother Beenya Lajoon Khan, seized the op- 
portunity of the decampment of these Chieftains’ 
troops from the territories of Martaban to return to 
his own village, relates : 

That about a twelve month since he was in atten- 
dance on Ron Ron’s brother at the Court of Siam, 
when a European Gentleman was introduced to the 
King, to whom he presented in the name of his master 
a diamond ring and 500 musquets ; on the receipt of 
this present he heard his Majesty observe to his minis- 
ters, I acquiesce with their request of intercourse, and 
shortly after the Court was dismissed. 

That after the departure of the European Gentle- 
man, on his Majesty’s receiving intelligence of the 
capture by the English of the Provinces of Martaban, 
Tavoy and Mergui, he expressed his admiration of their 
valour and prowess. 

At this period Ron Ron was on the eve of depar- 
ture from the Capital with the Dooara wuddee army 
to the frontiers of the Burma dominions, on which 
occasion his Majesty gave him an audience and told 
him that as the Burma dominions were now likely to 
fall an easy prey to the arms of the English, whose 
newly acquired territories were now blended with those 
of Siam, it would be politic to cultivate the friendship 
of that nation, whose power was becoming more ex- 
tensive than ever, and desired him to forbear making 
captives as hitherto of the Burma Tullyen subjects, but 
to destroy without distinction every Burmese, and 
that he was at liberty moreover to use every gentle 
means to attach to his interests and service whatever 
fugitive Tullyens chance might throw in his way. 
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which his Majesty observed would not be difficult to 
effect at the present juncture, when the fear of the 
enemy would compel them to become wanderers from 
their native homes. 

That Ron Ron in prosecution of the views of his 
Majesty left the Capital about six months ago with his 
army, consisting of 3,000 Tullyens and 2.000 Siamese, 
and after a march of 26 days arrived at Mykesath, a 
town situated on the eastern borders of the .Martaban 
territories, and distant about 6 days’ march from 
Martaban. 

Here Ron Ron began to meditate schemes of per- 
sonal aggrandizement, in furtherance of which he 
opened a communication with the English authorities 
at Martaban and Rangoon, for which his Majesty’s 
known friendly sentiments towards them furnished 
him with a good pretext. He thought it however 
prudent, previously to the dispatch of his letters to 
Martaban and Rangoon, to sound the inclinations of 
the Tullyen Zemindars of those places, as also those of 
Taik Kulla and Pegue, to whom he immediately on his 
arrival at Mykesath sent emissaries for the purpose. 
They were no sooner informed of the designs of this 
Chieftain, than they unanimously promised him their 
aid and support, recommending at the same time his 
acting in concert, and with the advice of the English, 
who they observed appeared to be indifferent as to the 
Sovereign who should hereafter be placed on the throne 
of their antient kingdom of Pegue. 

Ron Ron encouraged by these assurances now 
dispatched 4 of his subordinate Officers to the Com- 
manding Officer of Martaban with a request that he 
would direct them to be escorted to the General Com- 
manding the troops at Rangoon, for whom they were 
intrusted with a letter : at the same time to give this 
measure the appearance of being conducted with his 
Majesty s sanction , he dispatched a Messenger with a 
letter to the Court of Siam, the purport of which he 
carefully concealed from those around him. 
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But the Siamese Ministers who were, front 
prudential reasons, associated with him in authority, 
soon discovered the nature of his connection with the 
Tullyen Zemindars and Chieftains, and moreover 
suspecting the motive of his negotiations with the 
English, instantly made known the circumstance, with 
every exaggeration, tc the Court of Siam. 

Incensed at the presumption of a man, whom he 
had raised from obscurity to the dignity of command 
of the Dooara, wuddee army, his Majesty instantly 
dispatched one of his principal ministers with peremp- 
tory orders for his recall. 

Ron Ron, from this unexpected summons at the 
critical moment he was strengthening his interest with 
the local authorities of Rangoon and Martaban, was 
thrown into the utmost consternation : he bewailed his 
fate with tears, and retiring into his apartment refused 
to see any one for several hours, and on the return of 
Colonel Smith’s men entrusted with the care of the 
boats, he repeatedly expressed his wish rather to die 
than to suffer the reproach of duplicity and treachery, 
which he said he feared Colonel Smith would with too 
much appearance of justice impute to him. 

( Signed ) G. NORMAN Captn. 

Pern. Translator. 


( True Copies ) 


GEO: SWINTON 

Secy, to the Govt. 
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FORT WILLIAM 13th May 1825. 


CAPTAIN BURNEY 


Fort Willian 3rd. of May 1825. 
To George Swinton Esqr. 

Secretary to Govt, in the Secret and Poll Dept. 

SIR, 

Having been directed by the Government of 
Prince of Wales Island, on my return from a Mission 
to the Siamese States, to repair to Fort William and 
place myself under the immediate orders of the Right 
Honble. the Governor General in Council, I do myself 
the honor to report my arrival, and to beg you will 
have the goodness to take an opportunity of laying be- 
fore His Lordship in Council, the enclosed Memoir, and 
accompanying Geographical Sketch of the Siamese 
States lying between Bangkok and Prince of Wales 
Island. During my passage to Bengal I have en- 
deavoured to apply an intimate acquaintance with the 
views and records of the Penang Government and 
some researches into, and personal observation of the 
genius and character of the Malayan and Siamese 
Nations, in compiling this review of the different 
objects which have been proposed to the British 
Government to be pursued in its negotiations with 
the Court of Siam. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) II. BURNEY Capt. 25th 
B. N. I. 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese States 
from the Govt, of P. W. I. 
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MEMOIR on the different objects 'which have been 
proposed to the British Government to be pursued in 
its negotiations with Siam respectfully submitted to 
the Right Honble. the Governor General in Council, 
by Captain H. Burney, 25th Regt., Political Agent to 
the Siamese States from the Government of Prince of 
Wales Island. 

Fort William 3rd. May 1825. 

In the year 1821, when Mr. Crawfurd was proceed- 
ing on his Mission to Siam, the late Honble. Govr. of 
Penang recapitulated from a memorandum which I had 
the honor to compile, the various objects for the 
attainment of which an Embassy to Siam had long 
been recommended by the Govt, of Prince of Wales 
Island. 


Govr. Phillips’s Three Commercial and five Political objects were 
Minute m coun- • tec j out to 0 raw furd with explanatory details. 

eil dated 27th 1 1 

Dec-]. 1821. 

*( this will be Of the commercial points the first was, the con- 
copicd later on) of a free importation of provisions from the 

Kedah territories into Penang ; and an extension of 
such privilege with respect to all the other contiguous 
Siamese States, The 2d was to improve and secure 
the trade and commerce between these States and 
Penang by stipulating for a fixed rate of duties, a pro- 
hibition ot exclusive farms, a free navigation of the 
numerous rivers which flow into the sea between the 
Trang and Creean and an unimpeded intercourse by 
means of those rivers and overland with the tin coun- 
tries in the interior, and the different ports on the 
Ffi-trrn shore of the Malayan Peninsula. The 3d was 
to encourage the Siamese to make Penang a great tin 
mart, and an emporium for all the tin produce of 
Junkceylon, Patani, &ca. 

The Political objects were divided into two classes. 
The most important were, 1st. The restoration by 
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Siam of its Tributary, the King of Kedah, on certain 
defined terms, for the due performance of which the 
Penang Government alone should be guarantee, with- 
out any future interference with our old ally on the 
part of the Chiefs of Ligor, Singora. &ca. and 2ndly. 
the establishment of an undisputed title to our occupa- 
tion of Penang on terms that might at the same time 
improve our future relations with the contiguous 
Siamese States, comprising a mutual surrender of 
criminals, and a permission for us, as the Guardian of 
the sea and coasts around Penang, to occupy at any 
time any of the islands between the Lancava Groupe 
and Salengore. 

The Second Class of Political objects were these. 
The 1st was permission for us to place a small British 
Establishment on Junkceylon, in view to the security 
and improvement of our trade with that Island. The 
2nd. was the cession to us of the small island of 
Pankour on the Coast of Perak, in order that the 
establishment of a British Post on it might facilitate 
the trade in tin and the extirpation of piracy. The 
3d. was a cession of additional territory to us on the 
Kedah Coast opposite Penang, from our present 
boundary, the south bank of the Muda Kiver, to ten 
* sic. orlongs or 13 1/3 were* beyond the north bank of the 
Murboo River, and failing in this, a permission for us 
to form two small establishments at the Mouth of 
Murboo and Muda Rivers for the purpose of facilitat- 
ing our intercourse with the interior countries, and of 
effectually precluding pirates from taking shelter, 
which they have ever done within those rivers. 

Of the whole of the above points of negociation 
Dispatch from Mr. Crawfurd was able to gain one only at Bangkok 
Mr. Crawfurd to t he virtual establishment of our right of sovereignty 

Mp.Swinton Secy. _ ° ✓ 

to Govt, in th« i n Prince of Wales Island and its territories on. 

poll. Dept, dated {Jj e Peninsula. 

Bangkok 12th 
July 1822. 
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This Dispatch 
will be 
eopied later*. 


# Memorandum 
enclosed in the 
Dispatch to the 
Supreme Govt, 
from the Govr. 
in Council at P.W. 
Island, dated 
19th Octr. 1824. 

* (This Memo, 
will be 
copied laterj. 


In the latter end of last year, the present Honble. 
Governor of Penang comprised the whole of what ap- 
peared to him as objects in which the immediate in- 
terests of his Government were involved, and which 
could be attainable only by negociation with the 
Siamese Government within five points, each of which 
was accompanied with a full exposition of the grounds 
and motives upon which its expediency rested. 

The 1st. was similar to the late Honble. Governor’s 
first Political object of importance ; the restoration of" 
the King of Kedah on payment of a certain sum in 
money, not exceeding 4,000 Dollars annually, for the 
due payment of which the Penang Government to be 
guarantee, and our ally to be liable to no further de- 
mands, order or mark of subjection, unless perhaps to 
the triennial presentation of the Boongha Mas or 
Golden Flower. The 2nd. was, The disavowal by Siam 
of all claims of superiority over any of the Malay 
States on the Peninsula South of Patani. The 3rd. 
was the same as the late Honble. Governor’s Second 
Commercial object ; the free navigation of the rivers 
between the Trang and Creean, and unimpeded inter- 
course with the Tin Countries and the interior and 
Eastern side of the Malay Peninsula. The 4th was 
the same as the late Honble. Governor’s first Commer- 
cial object. The free exportation from all the Siamese 
ports on the Western side of the Peninsula of all 
articles of provision required for the use of Penang. 
The 5 and last was, the cession of Junkceylbn or 
Salang to the British Government. 

Of the above points the Supreme Government 
withheld its acquiescence from two, the 2nd. and nth. 
It doubted the practicability of inducing the arrogant 
and haughty Court of Siam to wave pretensions so 
intimately affecting its pride and consequence as its 
claims of superiority over the Malayan States on the 
Peninsula, and it was decidedly adverse to any pro- 
position for the cession of J unkceylon, as such a. 
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Para. 9 & 10 of 
the Dispatch* 
from the Sup- 
reme to the 
Penang Govt, 
dated 19th 
Novr. 1824. 


measure would bring a weak and detached British 
position into immediate contact with the ancient 
Siamese territory itself, and thus infallibly augment 
and multiply the existing chance and hazard of 
national collision and disputes. 


The Penang Government in its reply admitted, 
that the object for which it had recommended obtaining 
possession of Junkceylon wonkl be fully attained by 
the retention of Mergui and its Islands as British 
possessions, and that the importance of any stipulation 
for arresting the extension of Siamese Dominion over 
the Malayan Peninsula was in some degree affected 
by the changes about to take place on the Peninsula 
in consequence of the Treaty lately concluded with 
the Netherlands Government for the permanent 
establishment of British authority at Malacca. The 
para. 7&ioof intercourse that will naturally arise between the Gov- 
from thc p e „ a „g eminent and the Malay States, the general dislike 
to the supreme entertained against the Siamese rule, added to their 
G jan vary fa 2 5. own means of defence will probably arrest the course 
of conquest in that quarter without any specific 
Treaty. 


( * These During my late Mission to the Siamese States I 

Dispatches have c 

been printed, ascertained that the Siamese are fully sensible of the 
See great value of Junkceylon and that there is not the 

Factory ° 

Records, smallest chance of that Island being ever ceded to us. 
straits settle- rpj 10 p 0 f .1 f$ a ] an g ” prides himself on his title, and 

lie took pains to correct the address of the letters 
which I conveyed to him from the Double, the Gover- 
nor of Penang, and in which he was styled I’va of 
‘ Pungah.’’ The very first consequence also of our 
Burmese War has been to induce the Siamese to turn 
their views towards improving Junkceylon, their es- 
tablishment on which is to be restored the moment the 
IVa of Salang returns from Bangkok, when his eldest 
son is to be appointed Governor of that Island. It is 
satisfactory however to know, that a much more liberal 
Arrangement exists with respect to the Tin produced 
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in that quarter than what has hitherto been reported, 
that the Chief of Salang and his officers are very favor- 
ably disposed towards ns, and that our ships and com- 
merce are sure of being hospitably and kindly received 
at Pungah and Junkceylon, 

I had every reason to believe, during my late 
Mission also that the British Government will not 
succeed in persuading the Court of Siam to consent by 
regular treaty to the future independence of the Malay 
States South of Patani, but that if such a principle be 
at once assumed by us we shall be allowed to act upon 
it without any serious demur or opposition. The ex- 
tension of the Siamese dominion over Kedah and the 
Malayan States beiug more an object of ambition with 
the Chief of Ligore, than with the Court of Siam, the 
members of which, with the exception of that Chief’s 
Nephew, the Wang-na, being little interested in the 
subject, I am satisfied that by means of the British Gov- 
ernment at Malacca the operations of the'C'hief of Ligore 
may be arrested without the chance of any break 
with the Court of Siam. The Penang Government, 
by making use only of the name of the Government of 
Malacca, and of the treaties which subsisted between 
the Netherlands Government and the States of Perak 
and Salengore may so intimate to the Chief of Ligore a 
request to withdraw from the i’oimer and a prohibition 
against attacking the latter State as to relieve itself 
from all hazard of a rupture with that Chief. 

The Memorandum of the present Honble. Gover- 
nor of Penang does not include four of the objects 
recommended by the late Honble. Governor for nego- 
tiation at Siam, namely, his 3rd Commercial, 2nd. 
Political, and 2nd. and 3rd. minor Political points. I 
presume it is considered that the commerce in Tin had 
better be allowed to take its own course without en- 
deavouring to support it, or direct it to Penang or to 
any particular emporium by means of conventional 
engagements, and that the possession of Pulo Pankour 
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if such be desirable, may now be more easily obtained 
by the Government of Malacca opening a negotiation 
for that purpose with its old ally the Rajah of Perak. 


-Dispatch to Mr. 
Secy. Swinton 
dated 18th July 
1822. 

* ? 12 July 
To be copied 
later. 


Doubts as to our rights of Sovereignty in Prince 
of Wales Island were, I believe, first suggested to the 
late Honble. Governor by Mr. Crawfurd. The fact of 
an undisturbed occupation of the Island for 39 years, 
and of its having been considered as a British posses- 
sion in numerous Acts of the British Parliament, and 
in a charter of Justice from our Sovereign, ought, I 
think, to be set against such doubts, and Mr. Crawfurd 
himself reported from Bangkok, that he •• had gained 
this point, the virtual establishment of our right of 
Sovereignty in' Prince of Wales Island and its territory 
on the Peninsula ; that the frequent and distinct 
references made to Prince of Wales Island throughout 
his conference with the Siamese negotiators as a 
British possession, left no doubt whatever upon his 
mind that the Siamese looked upon our right of 
sovereignty in Penang and the territory opposite to it 
as not to be questioned, and that the right of the 
Malay Prince to alienate a portion of his fief being 
once admitted by the Siamese Court, and a total silence 
of 36 years, must be looked upon as a valid and sub- 
stantial admission of it.” 


7th Article of 
Mr. Crawford’s 
Notes * towards 
a T reaty with 
the Siamese. 

* {copied. 
See Factory 
Records, Straits 
Settlements. 

Vol. 99 ). 


These doubts however having lately appeared 
again, the Penang Government observed “ At all 
events we cannot consider it advisable to discuss any 
article implying a doubt as to our right of possession 
of this Island. The state of dependence to which 
Kedah had been reduced prior to the expulsion of the 
King is well known, but it is equally notorious that at 
the time the island was ceded to us by the former 
King, the triennial presentation of the Boongha Mas, 
and that made to Ava as well as Siam, was the only 
mark of homage, and which certainly does not convey 
to the receiver any portion of the Sovereign Rights of 
the other. As this Island and dependencies have long 
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Para. It of the 
* Dispatch from 
the Penang to 
the Supreme 
Govt, dated 18 
Jany. 1825. 

* ibid. 


* This was the 
chief with whom 
Sir George 
Leith’s Treaty 
was executed, 
who ceded the 
territory op- 
posite Penang 
& afterwards 
resigned the 
throne to the 
present King 
of Kedah. He 
died very lately' 


been considered an integral part of the British Domi- 
nions of India, it seem to us to be too late to allow the 
question of right to be raised in any shape whatever.” 
On this point also the following observations were 
supplied to me by Mr. Anderson the Malay Translator 
to the Penang Government. *• It will be recollected 
that shortly after the Conquest of Kedah, the Rajah of 
Ligor ostensibly transferred the Government to the 
old Uncle to the present Ex- King, evidently for no 
other purpose than to make a demand of the annual 
subsidy heretofore paid to the King. The claim was 
then distinctly disavowed by the Governor of Penang 
since which we have heard no more of Sultan 
Uenoodeen* or an)' other Malay authority at Kedah. 
Neither the Rajah of Ligor nor the Court of Siam has 
ever made any similar application since, nor have they 
presumed to advance any pretension to supremacy over 
Prince of Wales Island and the territory attached. In 
all the Rajah's correspondence there has never been 
any mention of such a claim, and why should we study 
to increase the arrogance of the Siamese by agitating 
such a question and requiring the cession of a territory 
which ne have so long possessed without the sem- 
blance of opposition or objection, and which must be 
considered as ours from long and unopposed possession ? 


Para. Ilth of the 
* Dispatch to 
the Supreme 
Govt, dated 18th 
Jany. 1825. 


With respect to an accession of territory on the 
Coast of Kedah the Penang Government now considers 
if such an object be desirable it will in all probability 


be much easier to attain it through the medium of the 

Para. 7th of the _ 

IDispatch to the King of Kedah when restored to his throne, than 


Penang Coyt l)y direct negotiation with the Court of Siam : 

dated 18th Novr. 

1824. and the Supreme Government has determined that 


.Copied, 
see Factory 


the Political considerations which suggest an attempt 
to effect a restoration of the Malay Government in 

The 


Records, straits Kedah resolve themselves into the following. 


"E-r* British Government would unquestionably gain by 
the measure, in reputation among the Eastern States. 
It would remove from the immediate vicinity of 
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Vth Article of his 
Notes towards 
a Treaty with 
the Siamese. 


Governor Ful- 
lerton’s Minute 
in Council dated 
Sth April 1825. 


? 7th April— See 
Straits Settlo- 
jments Vol. 100. 


Penang and from a state of actual contact with its 
Continental Territory, a most troublesome and unac- 
commodating neighbour, between whom and our 
Government at Penang, disputes are at all times liable 
to break out. It would restore to Penang those 
necessary supplies of grain &c. from which it is 
now completely cut off, and finally, it would put 
a stop to the alarming increase of' piracy which has 
taken place in consequence of the flight of the Malay 
population through dread of the .Siamese, and 
their addiction to predatory courses from wanting 
the means of subsistence. Mr. Grawfurd however 
proposes to require Siam to cede to us a por- 
tion of the territory of Kedah without attempting 
to obtain any stipulation in favor oi ir= King. But 
on this point I presume the following observations by 
the present Honble. Governor of Penang will be 
considered conclusive. “The 7th article >eems to 
abandon the interests of the King of Keilah and to 
stipulate instead of them an increase of territory for 
ourselves. It appears to me that our true policy is 
1st to keep up the petty States now standing between 
us and the Siamese territory, and 2ndiy to endeavour 
to restore those which have been subverted, so as to 
prevent our coming in contact with that power in 
this neighbourhood. The restitution of the King of 
Kedah is a point I consider no less consistent with 
true policy than essential to the credit and reputation 
of our Government. As far as Political considerations 
are concerned the same arguments apply to Perak, it 
being understood that the Siamese from Ligor are 
actually in possession. Should the restoration of the 
King of Kedah prove impracticable, then I am willinc/ 

O 

to admit that a cession of the territory stated bv Mr. 
Grawfurd might be advantageous, bv interposum a 
great portion of hill and f'uro.-t between in. The ob- 
ject of holding territory on the Continent opposite to 
the Island was, that we might command the Straits 
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between the main land and the Island, and coun- 
teract the tendency to plunder and piracy open from 
the proximity to an unsettled Country. I admit 
fully that the belt of land so occupied is too narrow, 
being comprised within 3 miles of the shore, and 
therefore terminating just as the land emerges from 
Mangrove and swamps, and becomes fit for cultiva- 
tion. Great no doubt would be the advantage of 
some extension, but certainly not of such considera- 
tion as to be an argument against the more essential 
object of re-establishing, if possible, the Malay 
Cliiefsiiip on defined terms, that is to say, subject to 
the payment of a fixed sum to be guaranteed by us, 
and no other mark of homage or subjection.” 


Para. 6 & 7 Of 
the Dispatch * 
to the Penang 
Govt, dated 19 
Novr. 1824. 

* Copied and 
sent. See Voi. 
99 as before. 


In the restoration of the King of Kedah also is 
involved the attainment of those subordinate points, 
the free importation of Provisions from Kedah into 
Penang, mutual surrender of criminals, and permis- 
sion for us to occupy at any time any of the Islands 
lying between the Lancava group and Pulo Pankour. 
As regards also the more Southern States and 
Islands, stipulations on such poiuts may not be 
easily executed between our Government at Malacca 
and the Chiefs of Perak and Salengore. Thus then, 
as far as the local interests of Penang are concerned, 
the whole of the objects for negotiation with Siam 
come to be resolved into the two points laid down 
by the Supreme Government in its last dispatch. 
1st. To attempt to effect a restoration of the Malay 
Government in Kedah, and its establishment on an 
independent or at least improved footing — and 2ndly. 
To stipulate for an unrestricted trade with the in- 
terior and eastern coast of the Malay Peninsula, by 
means of the overland routes, and rivers fiowino- 
into the sea in the neighbourhood of Penang. 


It appears to me that the best mode of 
attaining these objects will be. to secure to our 
negotiations at Pangkok the friendly assistance 
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of some of the Siamese Chiefs in the neighbour- 
hood of Kedah, on whose reports only the Court 
, of Siam will be disposed to act, and to make 
the general advantages to be derived by Siam in 
other quarters outweigh the particular views of the 
Chief of Ligor, who has entire possession of the 
Kingdom of Kedah, and of the Western Coast of 
the Malayan Peninsula, from Lat. 4° to 8° 20", and 
exercises full control over the States of Singora, 
Merdelong and Patani. T fear the time is past 
See report of when we might have rendered this Chief instru- 
my mission to nien (; a l to the accomplishment of our wishes, not 

Kedah *■- ad- L 

dressed to e. a. only because his fears and suspicions have been 
Biundeii Esqr. excited against us. but because he has not 

actg. secy, to the 

Penang Govt. [? now] made arrangemen ts for availing himself of 

dated 2 d. April the w ] 10 i e 0 f the resources of Kedah, and is therefore 

last. . . 

deeply interested against the restoration of the 

* sceante, no. Kingdom to our old ally. The son at Kedah is au- 

InthisVol. . , , 1 

preprinting tor his father the principal staples, tin, 
paddy and timber, to the southward of Settool, 
while the two sous at Meraket are appropriating the 
staples of birds’ nests, tiipang and timber fur boat 
building, from the northern portion of the Kingdom 
of Kedah. The principal person, I was told at 
Pungah. who feels interested in the affairs of Kedah 
at the Court of Siam, is the Chief of Ligore’s 
Nephew, the Wang-na or Heir apparent, to whom a 
portion of the profits arising from the occupation of 
Kedah is transmitted, and whose powerful influence 
the Britsh negotiator will have to counteract. 
Our best chance therefore of securing the restoration 
nt the Malay Government in Kedah is to accept the 
assistance, which the Chief of S.ilang and the other 
1 hiefs on the Isthmus of Kruli have tendered and 
which their present friendly disposition towards the 
British Government their good will towards the 
Lx-King, to whose exertions principally they ascribe 
the repulse of the Burmese from Junkceylon in 
1810, and their jealousy of the Chief of Ligore’s 
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growing power, will lead tliem to grant us with 
zeal and cordiality. Through the exertions of these 
Chiefs, our negotiator at Bangkok may persuade the 
Wang-na and his party, by the offer of other advan- 
tages to Siam on the Coast of Tenasserim, to agree 
to divide with his uncle of Ligor some annual com- 
pensation in money from the King of Kedah, and 
to obtain his uncle’s consent to the arrangement by 
means of a peremptory order, or proviso of other 
benefits from the Court. 


Yet we shall not, I think, be able to secure an 
unrestricted trade with the whole of the Eastern 
Coast of the Malayan Peninsula until we remove the 
distrust and suspicion with which the Chief of Ligor 
has been filled against ns, by mischievous tales and 
misrepresentations taken to him from Penang. 
Formerly, it is well known, that the greatest 
obstructions to this trade, proceeded from our own 
ally of Kedah, and in the event of his restoration 
we ought at least to secure the use of some of the 
best overland routes and navigable rivers, that is to 
say, the free communication with Merdelong through 
Lungu, with Singora. through Kangar and the 
Purhs river, as well as through the Kubong Boya 


See accompany- River, and with Kota Bha.ru. Kroh and the other tin 
Jai^etciTafthe through Pulai and the Murboo Muda Prye 

Siamese states and Creean rivers. The passage to Ligor through 
Ked ili and Cassai, and bv the Trang rivers through 
Khuntinnee, and the passage to Merdelong from 
the Pleau river, will depend entirely on the relations 
which the Government of Penang may succeed in 
establishing with the Chief of Ligor. 


lying between 
Bangkok and 
P.W. Island. 


There is another object which it would be 
highly desirable to attain on the restoration of tha 
King of Kedah, namely, to release ourselves 
from the obligation to pay to His Highness 
the quit rent of 10,00) Dollars per annum 
for possession of Penang and the Country on the 
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Para. 7th of Mr. 
Secy. Swinton’s 
Dispateh * to 
SirA. Campbell 
dated 19 Novr, 
1824. 

2* Copied. See 
Vol. 99 as before. 


opposite coast. But referring to the poverty of 
the Kingdom of Kedah, and the present miserable 
condition of its inhabitants, I conceive that on the 
resource of this quit rent from us our ally must 
entirely depend for some years after his restoration. 
The Government of Prince of Wales Island may 
however make it an article of the new Treaty which 
it will become necessary to conclude with him. to 
reduce this quit rent to a moiety, and to stipulate 
that it shall be paid for a definite number of years 
only. 

Besides the objects above noticed, and in which 
the local relations of Prince of Wales Island are 
principal!}' involved, there are others of great 
importance depending on negotiations with the 
Siamese Government and bearing on the general 
interests of the British Empire in India. These 
may be divided into three points. 

1st. To induce the Si unese nation to co-operate 
with us in the present war against Ava. 

2nd. To secure ourselves at as little risk and 
expence as possible against the future aggressions 
of either Siam or Ava. 

3rd. lo improve our commercial relations with 
the kingdom of Siam and obtain for British subjects 
some share of its very valuable Commerce. 

On the first point the Supreme Government 
has explained to Brigadier General Sir Arclid. 
Campbell, that the sort of co-operation which would 
be considered desirable from Siam, is not that it 
should send its barbarous and undisciplined troops 
to act in conjunction with our force, or even to ap- 
proach any quarter where it is likely to be employed, 
but it is conceived that the Siamese Government 
mignt materially assist us, by moving an army 
from some part of its jST. W. frontiers in the direction 
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of the Capital of Ava, operating of course indepen- 
dently and thus creating a powerful and perhaps a 
very effectual diversion in our favor. Acting upon 
this information I pressed the Chief of Ligor by 
letter, as well as the Chiefs on the Isthmus of 
Kraw, to urge the Court of Siam to push an army 
from Zamee towards Mona and the capital of Ava, 
by which movement the Siamese would be placed 
between our forces and the Chinese frontier. But 
I have since learnt from the newspapers that Sir Ar- 
chibald Campbell advised the Siamese Envoys who 
visited his camp, to move their troops in a more 
westerly direction, against Toongho the strongest 
fort in the Burmese Empire, and this movement 
is certainly preferable to the other, if by adopting 
the former the Siamese have any chance of pene- 
trating into the Capital of Ava before us. For 
no one object however is the immediate de- 
putation of a British Agent to Bangkok more 
necessary than this of endeavouring to direct and 
regulate the force which Siam may send against 
Ava, and to prevent its interfering with our line of 
operations, or becoming burtliensome and mischie- 
vous, when we desire to accept any overtures for 
peace, which we may drive the Burmese Government 
to offer. 


See Enclosures 
D. E. & F. in Capt. 
Burney’s reports 
■to E. A. Blundell 
Actg. Secy, to the 
Penang Govt, 
dated 2d. April 
9825. 

See ante, ex- 
iracts from this 
x Vol. (330.; 


Iu my opinion, the best co-operation which we 
can receive from the Siamese, is for them to afford 
us supplies of carriage cattle and provisions and to 
open as many points fof communication as possible 
between our relative posts. It was from this con- 
sideration that I prevailed upon the Pya of Salang to 
join with me in writing the Siamese Government of 
Tuccopa, Chaiya, Cliimpohun, Puchpuri and itacli- 
puri, to establish a free intercourse as soon as possi- 
ble between their posts and the British Garrisons 
at Tenas.eriin, Mergui, Tavoy, Ye and Martaban. 

The 2nd. and od. of the ahovementioned points 
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for negotiation with Siam Mr. Crawfurd represented. 
Mr. crawfurd’s to the Supreme Govt, may be attained by the measure 
Mp^ersw*! of re t a i n i n ? permanent possession of the Provinces 
ton dated smga- of Mergui and Tavoy, or even by the more limited 


pore 31st May 
1824. 


one of permanently occupying the Ports of Mergui 
* to be copied an ^ Tavoy, but especially the latter with perhaps a 
ia ter from Bengal small portion of the Territory adjacent to each; and 
secret & poi. ceding to the Siamese the maritime possessions 
of the Burmese from Martaban downwards. 


Cons., Vol. 325. 


The Supreme Government however were disin- 
clined to adopt the whole of Mr. Crawfurd's sugges- 
tions on the ground that as a general maxim all 
extension of our territorial possessions and Political 
relations on the side of the Indo-Chinese Nations is, 
with reference to the peculiar character of those 
States, to their decided jealousy of our power and 
ambition, and to their proximity to China, earnestly 
to he deprecated and declined as far as the course of 
events and the force of circumstances will 


* i learn from the Trench permit. 9 Sir Archibald Campbell was 

Catholic Missionaries at Pc- . 

nang that since our war with authorized to withdraw altogether from 

Ava, the King of Cochin China Mergui, and to concentrate the whole 

has ordered every European _ 

and even the French Man- dotachinent of Native troops at 1 avoy, 

darins to quit his Kingdom. a nd either to deliver charge of Mergui 
to the Son of the Rajah of Tavoy, or give it up to 
any of the adjoining Siamese Chiefs, as a practical 
proof of the friendly sentiments which the British 


Government cherishes towards His Majesty of Siam, 
and as an earnest of the advantage which will accrue 
to the Siamese Nation from co-operating with us in 
our war against the common enemy of both states. 

The Supreme Government added, that 
on the whole it was of opinion that 
sooner or later we must withdraw from 
Tavoy as well as Mergui, and that if 
we relinquish them in any other mode 
* copied from than restoring them to Ava as an article in a future 
straits s«ttie- ^ reat y 0 f p eace ^ j s desirable that we should eu- 

ments, Vol. 89. ■' 

deavour to transfer possession to the Siamese, making 


Para. 4 and 6 of the Dis- 
patch # to the Penang from 
the Supreme Govt, dated 19 
Novr. 1824. and para. 4 and 6 
of Mr. Secy. Swinton’s Dis- 
patch to Sir Archd. Campbell 
of the same date. 





Paras. 3, 4, 5, 7 & 
8 of the Dis- 
patch * to the 
Supreme Govt, 
dated 18th Jany. 
1825. 

* Copied 
from Straits 
Settlements, 
Vol 93. 
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at the same time the best bargain Circumstances 
will admit. 

The Supreme Government having signified that 
the above was only the present inclination o£ then- 
opinions, and that their minds were by no means 
wholly resolved on these questions, and Brigr. 
Genl. Sir Archibald Campbell not having judged it 
necessary to avail himself of the permission which 
he had received to withdraw our force from Mergui, 

I beg to submit the considerations which appear to 
me to render the policy of such a measure very 
doubtful, if not injudicious. 

The Penang Government has observed on this 
subject, that the motives actuating the British 
Government in the relinquishment of any part of our 
acquisitions on the Coast of Tenasserim at present 
will not be fairly appreciated or even understood 
by the Siamese — that their cession without some 
equivalent, or at least, or without some com- 
munication or urgent solicitation on the part of 
the Siamese, will be attributed to a wrong cause, 
and rather tend to encourage pretensions which 
might not otherwise be entertained and that the 
resources of these Countries in our possession during 
the war will materially facilitate the provision of 
carriage cattle and supplies for our army, and thus 
contribute in a great degree to the prosecution 
of the war. That the inconvenience of being in 
contact with the Siamese authorities no arrangement 
can now prevent, that as the British interests in 
respect to the States of Ava and Siam can be 
maintained only by the strength of our position, 
and the known respectability of the British Govern- 
ment, we must place more reliance on their fears 
than on their good faith for the prevention of 
aggression, and assume the most commanding 
situation which the progress of a just and necessary 
war has placed within our reach,, and that the 
permanent retention of Tavoy and Mergui in the 
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f>aras, 7, 8 and 9 
of Letter from 
the Honble. 
Court to the Pe- 
nang Govt, dated 
18th April 1825.* 

* ? 1805. This 
letter has not 
been copied as 
it does not refer 


manner suggested by Mr. Crawfurd aud tlieir occup- 
ation by British Troops will, by establishing a secure 
footiug and firm entrance into their territory in case 
of need, overawe both Burmans and Siamese, and 
thus oppose a check against the future aggression 
of either of these States. The Penang Government 
further represented that the above observations were 
intended to apply to all the late acquisitions on the 
Coast of Tenasserim but that in respect to one of 
them, Mergui, their records enable them to speak 
with more certainty aud confidence. In the letter 
of Instructions from the Honble. Court of Directors 
on the first establishment of the Govt, of Prince of 
Wales Island the occupation of a convenient harbour 
on the Eastern side of the Bay ot Bengal was pointed 
out as an object of primary importance. Aclieen 
was contemplated in the first instance, failing in 
that Mergui was pointed out as the next convenient 


to Slant. position. The objects in view were 1st The establish- 
ment of a place of refit and security for our own 
shipping in the time of war, and 2nd!y The ex- 
clusion of a foreign European enemy from a position 
which afforded him extensive means of annoyance to 
our trade. The result of all attempts to establish a 
Port at Acheen will be found on the records of the 
Supreme Government. Any further measures for 
that end are now precluded by the late treaty with 


the Netherlands Government and the objects are now 
only attainable at Mergui. It is well known that 
during the whole of the last wax', Ei’ench Privateei’s 
and seven regular ships of war made Mergui a 
place of constant resort, principally during the 
seveiity of the S. W. Monsoon. They found means 


of outfit and supply, and were enabled at the opening 
of the fail season to commence their depredations in 
the Bay of Bengal. So long as Mergui and 
the aujacent islands remain m the possession of a 
Native I ower, our trade must be subjected h ■ Hie 
same risk in case of war with a foreign Europe.. u or 
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Paras. 3, 4, 5, 7 
Jc8 of the Dis- 
patch to the 
■Supreme Govt. 
Sated 18th Jany, 
1825. 


Para. 5 of Mr. 
Secy. Swlnton's 
Dl spatch * to 
sir Archd. Camp- 
bell dated 19 
Novr. 1824. 

Sent. See 
Straits Settle- 
ments) Vol. 99 


American power. On the other hand, if in our 
possession, a secure harbour is afforded to our ship- 
ping in the most convenient position for the naviga- 
tion of the Bay, whenever the danger of the seas, or 
an enemy may render shelter advisable. However 
convenient Penang may be for concentrating 
the trade of the Northern Posts of the island of 
Sumatra, of the Malay Peninsula, and the adjacent 
islands, it is too far to the South East to be used as 
a place of resort for any ships except such as may be 
bound through the Straits of Malacca. These con- 
derations therefore mainly induced the former recom- 
mendation of the Penang Government for obtaining 
possession of Junkeeylon, the object of which would 
be fully obtained by the retention of Mergui and its 
Islands as British possessions. In a commercial 
point of view much may be said in favor of the re- 
tention of Mergui. The river is understood to be 
navigable to a considerable distance up the country 
and through that channel a great portion of the 
productions of Siam once found their outlet on the 
Bay of Bengal. 

The Penang Government concluded by tendering 
its services to the Supreme Government to take charge 
at once of Mergui, on the arrival of the Bencoolen 
Local Corps, or of a reinforcement of recruits from 
Bengal for the Penang Local Corps. 

The Supreme Government has of course received 
by this time, agreeably to its requisition, the most 
'accurate information which could be collected through 
the officers on the spot regarding the geography, 
resoui’ces and population of the Countries on the 
Coast of Tenasserim and the disposition of the in- 
habitants towards the Siamese Government. 

The only authentic information which I could 
obtain during my late mission regarding the former 
state of these countries v\ * contained in apparently 
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Enclosure b in an old book, in which I was shewn at Pungah a Code 
Captn. Burney’s Q £ Harbour and Custom House duties and regula- 

rc ports toE.A. n 

Biuntfeii Esqr. tions in force at Mergui and Tenasserim whilst under 
*Vendng cowt*** Siamese Government, and I procured a copy of this 
dated 2d April document, as from its perusal we shall be able to 
estimate what advantage our commerce may derive 
from the measure of transferring the Ports to the 
Siamese. I learnt much however in favor of the 
advantageous commercial situation of Mergui, and 
even the Native Commander of one of the brigs, which 
were loading tin and rice at Pungah for the Coast of 
Coromandel, solicited me to submit to our Govern- 
ment the importance of retaining such a Port on the 
eastern side of the Bay of Bengal as Mergui, whence 
not only a valuable trade could always be conducted, 
but large supplies of rice in times of scarcity on the 
Coast of Coromandel, could be so easily shipped and 
taken for the relief of the sufferers. 

The journey from Mergui to Puchpuri, which 
is two or three days distance only from Bangkok 
routes * from Mergui to Chimpohun on the Eastern 
side of the Isthmus of Krah, the one directly across 
see accompany- the country takes three days, and the other only 
mg Geographical £ w0 c l ays being by sea to the Pak-chan or the 

Sketch of the * . 

Siamese states Rinnong river, which last is separated from the Cliim- 
■ying between p 0 } lun river by a space of land that may be traversed 
p. w. island, in 4 hours, but through which I was assured by several 
persons who have been there, as it lies between 
two mountains, a canal might be easily made, and 
thus a good passage by water might be secured quite 
across the Isthmus of Krah. The importance of estab- 
lishing such a safe and easy communication as this 
would prove between the Gulfs of Bengal and Siam, 
need not be discussed, and this project ought, T 
submit, to form one of our objects of negotiation with 
the Siamese Government. The shortest route from 
the Gulf of Siam to Tavoy as well as to Mergui, I was 
told, is that from Chimpohun, where the Siamese forces 


last. 

See ante, ex* 
tracts from this 
Vo!. /33Q.) 
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destined to attack those places always assembled. 
The Siamese Dominions on both sides of the Isthmus 
of Krali are very thinly inhabited, the population of 
the whole Government of Salang including that island 
does not exceed 6000 Souls, and the coast between 
Mergui and Junkceylon has for several years been 
in a state of desolation. The Governor of Chimpohun 
was always entrusted by the Court of Siam with the 
especial duty of watching the Burmese on the Coast 
of Tenasserim, and he was not allowed to trade as 
all ether Siamese Chiefs do. Chimpohun, in fact, 
since the conquest of Tavoy and Mergui by the 
Burmese, appears to have been converted into a purely 
Military post or Garrison, and this circumstance 
accounts for the entire cessation of that valuable 
trade which formerly passed between Mergui and the 
Gulf of Siam. 

Mr. Crawfurd appears to have given the pre- 
ference to Tavoy over Mergui for a British Establish- 
ment, because he had been informed that the former 
town is but seven ordinary inarches from Bangkok, 
the Capital of Siam. But that this information was 
incorrect I think may be seen by a mere examination 
of the chart, which places Tavoy 2 degrees and 45 
minutes, or 191 statute miles in a direct line, and 
without reference to the intervening mountains, 
streams and forests, from Bangkok, a distance far 
too great to be crossed in seven ordinary marches. 
Captn. Low also has just proved by a report to the 
Penang Government that it takes six days, and over 
roads impassable even for an elephant, to reach the 
Siamese boundary only from Tavoy. 

The Supreme Government appears to have given 
the preference to Tavoy over Mergui, because the 
: townsmen of the former place may be considered to 
have established a claim to our protection by their 
conduct in the surrender of it, and because Tavoy was 
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stated to furnish a naturally strong and defensible 
position. As to the capability however of defending 
Mergui there can be now no doubt. Captn. Poynton, 
who assisted at its capture, assures me that the place 
not only possesses a noble harbour, but that it is 
naturally of great strength, and that no vessel could 
have approached it had it been properly garrisoned. 
The Fort is placed upon a hill which completely com- 
mands the harbour, and to fire at which he was obliged 
to elevate the guns of his vessel at an angle of nearly 
4-5 degrees. 

The permanent occupation of both Tavoy and 
Mergui would be more open to the objection so strongly 
urged by the Supreme Government against the exten- 
sion of our territorial possessions and political relations 
than the retention of one of those places only, to serve 
principally as a free port whence British subjects may 
be secured a fair share in the valuable commerce of 
Siam, while the intricate navigation of the Tavoy 
Biver and the distance of the town from the usual 
place of anchorage for vessels of any burthen, are 
unquestionably disadvantages, when compared with 
the commodious harbour of Mergui and the circums- 
tance of the latter being an island and hence more 
defensible. 

That the Siamese attach a great value to the 
Coast of Tenasserira there is no question. The Pya of 
Salang and his Ministers gave me every reason to 
believe that their Sovereign would rejoice to recover 
his ancient dominions on that coast, and they strove to 
prevail upon me to pledge the restitution of a portion 
of them. Very few of the present inhabitants of that 
Coast however can recollect the time when Siam ruled 
over them, or feel any partiality in favor of a state, 
the troops and subjects of which they have never seen 
but when destroying them, or being destroyed by 
them. The Siamese do not appear to me to consider 
themselves to posse such a title or claim to our 
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conques ts as not to receive any portion, which we may 
be disposed to deliver to them, with great satisfaction, 
and even with some concessions in our favor, the 
latter particularly if the cession be made by us with a 
pledge of support. Adverting to the scanty population 
of the Siameses States to the Southward of Bangkok, to 
their long standing dread of the Burmese and to their 
inferiority in courage and martial pursuits, 1 feel con- 
fident that unless we retain a commanding situation 
on the Coast of Tenasserim, or unless we reduce the 
strength of the Burmese Government compared with 
that of its Eastern neighbours more than what will be 
considered our true policy, the Siamese will have very 
little chance of keeping any cession which we make to 
them in this quarter. 

But the great consideration is, what is to become 
of the inhabitants of the territory which we may cede to 
the Siamese ? for the probable effects of the Siamese 
Government over them may be judged of by the declara- 
tion of one of its own subjects, a Native Catholic Mission- 
ary at Pungah, who observed to me that if the British 
Government surrender the Coast of Tenasserim to the 
Siamese, it will be taking the prey from the jaws of 
the lion to deliver it into those of the tiger. Indepen- 
dent then of all other arguments, I submit that this 
one, the cause of humanity, urges us to retain posses- 
sion of some spot on the Coast of Tenasserim that may 
serve as an asylum for those inhabitants who may be 
unwilling to live under the Siamese yoke, or who may 
have forfeited, by their friendly conduct to us during 
the present war, the protection of the Burmese Govern- 
ment. To this spot, in the event of our ceding a 
portion of our conquests to the Siamese, thousands of 
the poor inhabitants will fly, and by retaining such a 
spot we shall certainly feel less reluctance or difficulty 
in transfering some of these provinces to the Siamese. 

But the more territory we cede to the Siamese, 
the more of human misery I fear we sin..; unavoidably 
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create. Mr. Crawford proposes to cede to them the 
-"□ispateh to whole of the maritime possessions of the Burmese from 
M ;-® e !r: Sw . , " t0n ^ r taban downwards, and he enumerates them as 
comprising two Provinces only, Tavoy and Mergui. 
later from Bengal Mr. Gibson informed me that these possessions of the 
secret and Burmese are divided into four Provinces that of Mar- 

Political Consul- 

tations voi. 325. taban, \ e, Tavoy and Tenasserim. which last extends 
from Lat. 10° 50 " long the rear of Tavov and Ye 

to Lat. 15° 50'. It will most probably be our 
policy to circumscribe the powei of Ava to the North- 
ward and Westward, by emancipating Assam and 
Munipoor, and by retaining perhaps the town and 
river of Arracan, as points forming a convenient 
natural boundary to the British territories, and much 
more healthy and easy of defence than the jungles 
near the Xaaf. The Siamese also, if they are sincere 
in their intentions of co-operating with us in 
the present war, will probably take possession of, 
and desire to retain, some tracts of territory on 
the eastern frontiers of Ava, along the river 
Thalneu. I would therefore beg to recommend that 
the Provinces of Martaban and Ye, but especially the 
former, should be reserved to be restored to the 
Burmese at the close of the war, and that the remainder 
only including the Forts of Tavoy, Engram and Zemih, 
should be ceded to the Siamese, with the exception 
of Mergui, its contiguous islands and a convenient- 
portion of territory on the main, of all which the 
British Government should retain permanent possession. 
The interposition of the Siamese between the Burmese 
and our post at Mergui would be convenient, whilst 
our presence there would enable the former to 
strengthen themselves at Tavoy, Engram and Zemih, 
which two last- are said to coniman'd the pass into the 
Siamese Territories, and by means of good garrisons 
at these places they ought to keep their acquisitions, 
which would then be well protected on the side ot Ava. 
It would be advisable for us to retain possession of 
Tenasserim, which was formerly the great port for 
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* See i^orsbupgh's Direc 
tony Vol. 2 Page 18.27 Tavoy 
island Is described by him 
“as The northernmost large 
“ Island of that extensive 
“ chain which fronts the coast 
“ generally called the Mcrgui 
“ or Tenasserim Archipelago; 
“ which with the whole of this 
*• coast have never been regu- 
“ larly Surveyed, consequent- 
41 *y very imperfectly known. n 


ti-ade, and might, if left with the Siamese, interfere 
with the prosperity of Mergui, and we should reserve 
to ourselves the sovereignty of the whole of the 
islands from Tavoy Island to St. Mathews ; almost 
all of them produce birds’ nests and tripang, and some 
of them, particularly Domel Island, have 
Pearl Banks, and they all lie in the 
track of vessels navigating the coast of 
Tenasserim.* The Establishment of our 
sovereignty over these isles will preclude 
any other power from occupying any of 
them, will secure to our traders the 
valuable objects in which they abound, 
and will prevent any of them from becoming the 
resort of piratical boats. The river Tinnau, which 
comes from the north and discharges itself into the 
Bay of Bengal in three channels on each side of 
Mergui and Neclair Islands, would form a good natural 
boundary to the east and south of the territory we 
may retain, and its left bank should be reserved by us 
in order to secure the Town of Tenasserim and 
prevent the Siamese from interfering with the naviga- 
tion of the river, by forming any establishments on 
that bank. The boundary to the north might be 
hereafter adjusted by Commissioners to be appointed 
by the Siamese and by our Government. 


Tf the views which I have above ventured to sub- 
mit receive the approbation of the Supreme Govern- 
ment they can be immediately carried into effect, by 
the Provinces of Tavoy and Tenasserim being placed 
under the direction of the Honble. the Governor of 
Prince of Wales Island, who has already been pleased 
to tender bis services, on the great value and importance 
of which it would be impertinent in me to say a word. 
Commissioners- from Penang could with ease proceed 
to Tavoy and Mergui, examine and report upon those 
places at the same time that our Negotiator at Bangkok 
might invite the Siamese Government to send Coin- 
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• The arlval of the three 
Companies of the 25th Regt- 
frem Natal, as well as of the 
Nencoolen Local Corps will 
shortly place a disposable 
Military Force at Penang and 
the communication between 
that place and Mergui, which 
during the North East Mon- 
soon seldom takes more than 
8 or 10 days, could be much 
facilitated during the South 
West Monsoon or boisterous 
weather, by means of the Pya 
ofSalang. Until a good road 
be opened from Mergui to 
Pungah boats could at any 
season I imagine pass between 
those places, or at all events 
between Mergui and Tuccopa 
by keeping within the islands 
and close to the shore, while 
the passage between Penang 
and Pungah is open at all 
times of the year. Between 
Tavoy and Penang a consider- 
able trade has always been 
conducted with the Capital 
of {7 by) Chinese Merchants 
residing at the latter place. 


missioners on its part to meet ours, 
and mutually settle boundaries and other 
points.* I may add here that there is 
one Gentleman of the Honble. Com- 
pany’s Civil Service at Prince of Wales 
Island, Mr, Maingy, the Superintendant 
of Province Wellesley, whose zeal and 
intelligence, knowledge of the character 
and customs of the Eastern Nations, 
and above all, temper, and experience in 
the delicate and difficult duty of gove’-n- 
ing a newly settled Country eminently 
qualify him for the office of Commissioner 
at Mergui, should it be determined to 
retain ^rmanent possession of that 
Island. 

It has long been known that few 
Asiatic Countries are capable of conduc- 
ting so extensive and valuable a T ade 
with the British Dominions as Siam, and 


the Eesident of Singapore proposes to take the .esent 

share of freedom and 


* Dispatch to 
Mr. Secretary 

Swinton of 3ist opportunity of obtaining a fair 

May 182 *. security to our commerce with that Country, by per- 
see Factory suading its Government to execute a Commercial 

Records, Straits Treaty. 

Settlements, sucll a Treaty comprised in 15 Articles. The 1st. 


Vol. 99. 


He has accordingly submitted the draft of 
Treaty coi 
Articles proposes. 


*• There shall be peace, friendship and good under- 
standing between the British and Siamese Nations 
&c. &c. ” To this is added a remark that there will 
be some difficulty in finding or even mentioning His 
Majesty’s Heirs and Successors, as this is a forbidden 
topic, and that tne name and title of the Siamese 
officer to negotiate a treaty with is the Chow Pya Prah 
Ivlang Chao Kun Kosa. The difficulty may be very 
easily avoided by stating, as in many other of our 
engagements with Oriental Nations, that “ This Treaty 
shall be binding as long as the A,, and Moon endure,” 
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ox- “ retain their motion and splendour,” phrases in 
common use among the Malay and Siamese. The 
present Foreign Minister is a Pya and not a Prah, 
and being related to the Royal family is often styled 
Chow Pya Klang-Tha. The remaining wox-ds are 
titles only. The above article however makes no 
mention of the Honble. East India Company but I 
presume that if an officer serving that authority be 
deputed to frame the Treaty, the enagement must be 
made, as every other Treaty with Asiatic States, 
between Siam and the Honble. East India Company, 
and I found it by no means difficult to make the 
Siamese at Kedah and Pungali comprehend the 
nature and constitution of that Body. I would 
in lieu of this article therefore beg to- propose the 
following. 

The Peace and friendship now subsisting between 
His Majesty the King of Siam, and the Honble. Eng- 
lish East India Company shall be perpetual ; and this 
Treaty consisting of Articles, concluded 

in behalf of the Honble. Company on the one part, 
by , in virtue of powers delegated to him 

for that purpose by the Right Honble. Lord Amherst, 
Governor General for all affairs of the British Nation 
in India, and in behalf of his Majesty the King of Siam 
on the other part, by shall endure as long 

as the sun and moon retain their motion and splendour. 

The 2nd. Article is, 

The British Government for and on account of the 
considerations hereafter specified, cedes to His Majesty 
the King of Siam in full Sovereignty the Provinces 
and Districts recently conquered by the British Anns 
situated on the Bay of Bengal known by the names of 
Tavoy and Mergui and bounded by and 

with the exceptions specified in the next 

Article. 

The approval of the views which I have abcve 
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submitted would render it necessary to alter this 
article as follows. 

The Honble. English East India Company for and 
on account of the considerations hereinafter specified 
agrees to cede to His Majesty the King of Siam in full 
Sovereignty the Provinces of Tavov and Tenasserim 
recently conquered by the British Anns, situated on 
the Bay of Bengal, including the Town and Fort of 
Tavoy and the forts of Zemih and Engran. with the 
exceptions however specified in the next article. 

Mr. Crawfurd’s 3rd. Article is 

“ The British Government hereby reserves to 
itself in full Sovereignty the Ports and Harbours of 
Tavoy and Mergui with miles of territory adjacent 
to each.” For which might be substituted. 

The Honble. English East India Company hereby 
reserves to itself in full sovereignty, the Ports and 
Harbours of Mergui and Tenasserim, all the Islands 
lying off the Coast of Tenasserim from Tavoy Island 
to St. Mathew’s, and a portion of territory adjacent to 
Mergui on the Southward and eastward measuring six 
miles beyond the left bank of the Tinnan River, and on 
the Northward bounded by such a line, extending from 
the sea to that River, as shall be hereafter pointed out 
by British Commissioners on the spot. 

To the above may be added a clause stipulating : 
His Majesty the King of Siam, and the Government of 
Prince of Wales Island on behalf of the Honble. 
English East India Company, shall each immediately 
depute two Commissioners to the Provinces of Tavoy 
and Tenasserim with full powers to settle the mutual 
boundaries and all other points connected with the 
execution of this and the preceding article. Mr. 
Crawfurd’s three following articles would require no 
alteration excepting the Province of Tenasserim to bo 
substituted for that of Mergui. 
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■1th. “ The most complete freedom of trade and 
intercourse shall subsist between the British and 
Siamese possessions within the Provinces of Tavoy 
and Mergui, and no monopoly shall be created or com- 
mercial restraints imposed by either of the contracting 
parties without the consent of the other.” 

5th. •• The Asiatic subjects of either of the con- 
tracting parties of what ever description voluntarily 
withdrawing from the Territories of the one Power to 
that of the other within the Provinces of Tavoy and 
Mergui shall be permitted so to do without let or 
molestation and shall not afterwards be claimed by 
either party.” 

6th. “ The subjects of either of the contracting 
parties when charged with the crimes of murder, 
robbery, theft, or injury accompanied by force, or 
when absconding on account of debt shall be amenable 
to the laws and jurisdiction of the power in whose 
territory such offender shall have been apprehended, 
and the contracting parties reciprocally pledge them- 
selves to afford every necessary assistance and facility 
in bringing all such offenders to justice.’’ 

To the 4th article might however be added this 
clause : British subjects shall have full liberty at all 
times to repair to the forests lying within the Siamese 
possessions to cut and remove from thence Sapan 
wood and timber of every description, on payment of 
such moderate duties as the Contracting parties may 
mutually agree to establish. 

Mr. Crawfurd’s 7th article is 

*• His Majesty the King of Siam for himself, heirs 
and successors hereby cedes in full sovereignty to the 
British Government that portion of the territory of 
Kedah lying between the rivers Creean and Mufboo, 
these streams inclusive, and bounded to the North 
East by the Mountains of Patani and Calantan, in- 
cluding the islands of whatever description on th© 
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Coast of the said Territory to the distance of five 
leagues from the said Coast.” 

The approval of the views which I have submitted 
would render it necessary to substitute for the above 
article the following. 


The Honble. the English East India Company 
engages that its Government at Prince of Wales Island 
shall guarantee an annual payment by the King of 
Kedah of -1000 Dollars besides the triennial presenta- 
tion of the Boongha Mas, to the King of Siam, and 
his Majesty the King of Siam in consideration of such 
guarantee agrees to restore to Sultan Ahmud Tajuden 
Halim Shah and his heirs and successors, full posses- 
sion of his Ancient Kingdom of Kedah, lying between 
the rivers Oopih and Creean. The above payment and 
presentation shall be made directly to the King of 
Siam at Bangkok, and shall release the King of Kedah 
from all other token, duty or homage, and from all 
future interference with his Government or country on 
the part of the Chow Pya of Ligore or any other 
Siamese Chief. 


The King of Kedah has a very long Siamese title 
which it may be necessary to introduce into above 
article. Much discussion appears lately to have arisen 
as to the former boundaries of the Kingdom of Kedah, 
but I was told at Lungu and at Trang, and the King 
of Kedah, who ought to know, confirmed the truth of 
my information, that the small stream of Oopih Lat. 
7° 5", immediately above the river Talavase or Teluk- 


* This boundary must have 
been established many years 
ago, as in an old chart publi- 
shed in Dalrymple's East India 
Pilot, and said to have been 
sketched by Mr. Martin Lind- 
say and to have been com- 
pared with a chart submitted 
-to the Supreme Govt, by Mr. 
Lyth, the Northern boundary 
of Kedah is marked at the 
river Talavase or “ Talaouee.’* 


luwas was the boundary last established 
between the Kingdom of Kedah and the 
possessions of Merdeloug* The southern 
boundary is well known to be the Creean 
River in Lat. 5° 10". Every exertion 
may be made by our Negotiator at Bang- 
kok to fix the money payment at as low an 
amount as practicable for the above sum 
ol 4000 Drs. will perhaps press ha 1 1 upon 
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our ally. In the same manner the presentation of the 
Boonglia Mas should be remitted altogether if possible, 
although I fear such a stipulation, serving as it will 
as a salve to the pride of the Court of Siam, will 
give our ally the best chance of being restored. 
The rent which the King of Kedah formerly paid to 
Siam for the use of the whole of the islands lying 
between Junkceylon and Kedah producing Birds’ 
Nests may be made a separate article of Treaty if 
required at Bangkok, for with proper arrangements 
our ally ought to realize a large profit on the 6,000 
Dollars per annum which he paid. 

It appears to me that the best way for our Nego- 
tiator to dispose the Ccurt of Siam to listen to his 
overtures of the restoration of the King of Kedah, is to 
throw out some hints, that in the event of his not 
succeeding in attaining that point for our old ally, the 
Supreme Government will perhaps take into con- 
sideration the expediency of establishing His High 
ness in some independent Principality on the Coast of 
Tenasseriin. 

Mr. Crawfurd's 8th Article is : 

*• The commerci, . and other intercourse between 
the British Territories so ceded by His Majesty tlie 
King of Siam and the adjacent Siamese Territories 
including the Tributary States of Perak and Patani, 
the Provinces of Singora, Ligore, Juukce}lon and 
Tenasaerim shall he regulated on the conditions and 
principle specified in the 4th, 5th and 6th Articles of 
the present Treaty. 

The above might then be altered as follows : 

The commercial and other intercourse between 
Prince of Wales Island and its dependencies, and tlie 
whole of the adjacent Siamese States of Ligor, Singora, 
Patani, Merdelong and Salang shall be regulated on 
the renditions and principles specified in the 4th, 5th 
and CiL articles of the present Treaty. 



[ 194 ] 


The commercial and other intercourse between us 
and Kedah will of course become the subject of a 
Separate Treaty with our ally. Patani was overrun 
by the Siamese so far back as 1786, but Perak appears 
never to have acknowledged the supremacy of Siam 
until forced to do it in 1818 and the British Govern- 
ment has not yet, I believe, admitted to Siam its right 
of preference to that State. 

Mr. Crawfurd’s 9th, 10th and 11th articles are : 

“ His Majesty the King of Siam for himself, his 
heirs and successors hereby engages to permit all ships 
and vessels under the British flag to trade to the Port 
of Bangkok and the kingdom of Siam, on the terms 
and conditions specified in the following articles. 3 ’ 

“ British ships or vessels when they arrive in the 
river Menam shall not be put to the inconvenience of 
landing their small arms and cannon, or to be in any 
way dismantled, but before arriving at the city of 
Bangkok they shall land their gunpowder alone, which 
shall be taken charge of by the officers of the Siamese 
Government and returned previous to the departure of 
such ship or vessel.” 

British Merchants resorting to the Port of Bang- 
kok shall be permitted to sell and buy freely in the 
open markets and no claim of pre-emption or right of 
exclusive sale shall be exercised by any party to their 
prejudice. 

Our Negotiator at Bangkok should certainly en- 
deavour to obtain permission for our ships to visit the 
ports of Tung-yai and Chantibon. mentioned by Mr. 
Crawfurd, on the East Coast of the Gulf of Siam; 
Chaiya also on the West coast, I was assured at Pungah 
would be a fine port for our trade. To the last article 
I would recommend the addition of the following 
clause. No British subject shall however be allowed to 
settle in any part of the King of Siam’s Dominions 
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without such person having previously obtained per- 
mission for such purpose from the Eight Honble. the 
Governor General of India. 


* Dispatch to Mr. Crawfurd, while at Bangkok in 1822, observed 
Mr. secy. Swin- ^] la j. p e ] la( | no scrU pl e in saving, that to provide for 

ton dated 1 2th 1 . 

July 1822. the exclusion of Foreign Europeans is altogether super- 

# to be copied fluous under the Siamese Government, the oppressive 


later from 
Factory Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 87. 


character of which affords them no encouragement 
whatever, and scarce the chance of a bare subsistence. 
But British Agents from mercantile houses at Singapore 
have lately been allowed to settle at Bangkok, and the 
circumstance related to me by the Pya of Salang of a 
person in the dress of an officer having last year visited 
Bangkok and sold muskets, proves the necessity of 
making some provision respecting the resort of British 
Subjects to Siam. 

Mr. Crawfurd’s 12th and 13th articles are: 

“ Every British ship or vessel visiting the Port of 
Bangkok for the purposes of trade shall pay a Tonnage 
duty (say from 40 to 50) Ticals per Ton, to be levied 
on her registered Tonnage, and in consideration 
of the said impost she shall be exempted from the 
payment of all Export and Import Duties whatsoever, 
as well as of Anchorage or Harbour Dues or Duty 
upon measurement.” 

“ Pilotage and the usual Fees of Office shall be 
paid by British vessels resorting to the Port of Bang- 
kok, and the said Pilotage and Fees shall not be raised 
beyond their present amount.” 

To the latter article a remark is appended by Mr. 
* Enclosure b Craw tiird, that the fees of office are very moderate, 
l Reportsto e?a. S A n examination of the Custom House Duties formerly 
Biundeii Esqr. fo force at Mergui and Tenasserim and according 
^'covt.'oTp. w. ° to which rate they are now levied, 1 was assured, not 
island dated 2d. only at Pungah but at all the Siamese States, will 

April last. 


£ See ante, for 
this extract. 


shew such fees of office must be extremely burthen some 
to traders. Our Negotiators have succeeded in. 
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persuading other Oriental Nations, as wedded as the 
Siamese to old customs, to commute such fees for 
some duty easily levied, and similar exertions ought 
* a schedule of surely t 0 foe used in Siam.* 

all duties and 

appended"^ the The 14th ancl 15th Articles are 

treaty. 

“ The Ships and Vessels of His Majesty the King 
of Siam shall be permitted to trade in the Ports of 
Calcutta, Madras, Bombay and Ceylon on the terms of 
the most favored Asiatic Nation." 

“ Ships and vessels of His Majesty the King of 
Siam shall be permitted to trade at the ports of Prince 
Tenasserim. of Wales Island, Singapore, Mergui and Tavoy upon 
the same terms and conditions in all respects as ships 
and vessels under the British flag are admitted to 
trade at the Port of Bangkok.'’ 

Mr. Crawfurd is of opinion that the Siamese are 
not very likely to avail themselves of the stipulation 
of the 14th Article, but it may be mentioned that the 
King of Siam has several square rigged vessels which 
have repeatedly visited the Coast of Coromandel and 
occasionally Calcutta. The Chief of Ligor also has 
trading ships and Brigs. With the Ports enumerated 
in the 15th Article Malacca may now be joined. 

To the above, the following articles may be added. 

The Honble. English East India Company 
engages that all Siamese subjects found in any part of 
the Burmese possessions which may he conquered 
during the present war shall ho allowed a free pass and 
afforded every facility to return to their own Country 
with their families and effects, and His Majesty the 
King of Siam in consideration of the happy union 
which is now about to he cemented between himself 
and the Ilonble. Company agrees to issue immediate 
orders for every aid in Carriage Cattle and Supplies 
and Provisions being afforded to the British Troops 
swvirg in the Dominions of Ava, and for the most 
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friendly intercourse being opened between the British 
Garrisons and Detachments and all Siamese Forts, 
Towns or Posts contiguous to them. 

His Majesty the King of Siam further engages to 
co-operate with the British Government in the present 
war against the common enemy of both States, by 
attaching Me Burmese possessions in the direction of 
Tccnglioo and the Capital of Ava, and by consenting 
that each Division of the Siamese forces which may be 
sent for this purpose, shall be accompanied by a British 
Officer who shall be the channel of communication 
between the Siamese Commanders and the Commander 
in Chief of the British Army in Ava, under whose 
directions the operations of the Siam ; e forces shall 
be entirely conducted. 


The first part of the preceding articles will, I have 
reason to know, be received with great satisfaction by 
the Siamese Government and no co-operation on its 
part will, I fear, prove eventually useful to us unless 
we can obtain its consent to the concluding stipulation. 

I have deemed it my duty to detail the consider- 
ations which have occurred to me on a careful examin- 


ation of Mr. Crawfurd’s proposed Treaty with the 
Siamese Government although I fear that there is very 
little chance of any negotiator on our part being able 
to persuade that Government to execute such a Treaty, 
the very number even of the articles of which will 
immediately excite the fears and jealousy of the Court 
of Bangkok. In all the intercourse which I have lately 
had with the Siamese I found no part of the character 
which La Loubere sketched of them more correct than, 
that “ they engage themselves in writing as little as 
“ they can. They will rather receive you into a fort 
“ or castle than they will agree with you to surrender 
Para. 4 of ois- " them up to you by a Treaty in ample form, and 


patch to the .. sealed by their Bareelon.” 

Penang Govt. * 

dated * ii Novr. Govt, lias observed that the 


Besides, t he Supreme 
negotiation of Tre-oies 


1824 . 


and positive engagements with the Siamese Govt. 
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? 19 Nov. This (supposing it willing to enter into them) may be re- 
dispatch win be , , “ i - • r . 

copied later on g arclecl as open to serious objection, lest any future 

violation of their conditions should impose upon us the 
necessity of resenting such breach of Contract, and 
the Penang Government has added, that it is fully im- 
pressed with rhe belief, that no Treaties or Agreements 
would bind the Siamese if an opportunity were offered 
of deriving immediate though temporary advantage 
by their infringement. To Mr. Crawford's proposed 
Treaty also the Supreme Government has declared that 
two general objections present themselves : 1st. its 
direct tendency to involve the British Government in 
extensive and complicated relations with the Siamese, 
and 2ndly, the apparent hopelessness of persuading 
their arrogant and untractable Court to execute formally 
an instrument granting so many Concessions and 
Accommniodations in exchange for any thing which 
we have to offer. 


Para. 3d of Dis- 
patch to the 
Supreme Govt, 
dated 13 Jany. 
last. # 

* Copied. See 
Factory Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Yol. 99. 

Para. If of Dis- 
patch to the 
Penang Govt, 
dated 1 9 th* 
Novr. 1324. 

#See note above. 


The Resident of Singapore however, than whom 
there certainly is no British Officer more Competent 
to form a -Judgement, is of opinion that the moment 
is at length arrived when it is within our reach 
to persuade the Siamese Government to conclude such 
a Treaty with us : and there is no question that 
if we do not avail out selves of the advantageous 
situation in which the Burmese War and our occupation 
of the former Siamese possessions on the Coast of 
Tenasserim have placed us and of tiie favorable disposi- 
tion of the present Monarch of Siam as shewn in his 
late reception of some British Merchants, we shall never 
meet with another such an opportunity of arranging 
all our differences with the Siamese, and of improv- 
ing our Commercial relations with their Country. 
The Rouble, the Governor of Penang has stated, 
that an Embassy to Siam is indispensable, that it 
should proceed under direct powers from the 
Supreme Government and that, unless it be deemed 
advisable with reference to other general objects 
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that the deputation should proceed from the immedi- 
ate Seat of the War. it appears to him that the offer 
and services of the Chief of Pun gall should he made 
use of. That Chief has a great interest at stake in 
the Success of the British Arms. Junkceylon and 
all the neighbouring Continent have long been kept 
in a state of constant alarm from the Burmese so as 
to have entirely prevented the settling of Inhabit- 
ants, and no advantage has hitherto resulted from 
their occupation. The successes of the British Arms 
Gove. Fullerton’s on the Coast of Tenasserim and the interposition of 
Minute m cocmcii J3 r itisli force at Mergui afford him a degree of 
7th* April last, security never before enjoyed. To which considera- 
tions I may add, that the Chief of Pungah is related 

Copied and 

sent from Factory to the Boyal family and to the pi-esent Pya Klang 
Records, straits or Foreign Minister with whom our Agent will have 

Settlements, . ° 

voi. ioo. to negotiate any Treaty; that he is well disposed 
towards the King of Kedah, and jealous of the 
Chief of Ligor’s growing power; and lastly, that 
he has engaged in the most frank and cordial man- 
ner to introduce a British Agent to his Sovereign 
arid to make his Son convey such an Officer to him 
at Bangkok. The route from Pungah to Chaiya, if 
passed before the end of June would occupy only six 
days, and with the Chief of Pungah’s subjects and 
150 or 200 Elephants, there would not, I am assured, 
be the smallest difficulty in conveying as much bag- 
gage across the Country as the Agent might desire, 
while from Chaiya. where excellent accommodations 
can be secured in Boats aud Junks of the largest des- 
cription, the passage to Bangkok during the present 
South West Monsoon may be made in five or six 
days. The Agent should he accompanied only by 
an Escort of JO Seapoys under a European or Native 
Commissioned Officer, a Surgeon, and a quiet di- 
ligent nautical Surveyor, by whom a Chart of the 
West Coast of the Gulf of Siam, which is entirely 
unknown, could be constructed, and he should be 
recommended to regulate his behaviour and com- 
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munications according to tlie practice of the old 
Ambassadors and travellers. That is endeavour to 
visit the Siamese Chiefs and Ministers at then- 
private Apartments and hours of retirement, and to 
interest and amuse them first by descriptions of 
European manners and Customs ; pursuing which 
practice I found during my late Mission was the only 
wav of .-pouring the good will and confidence of this 
jealous race, and of removing their fears and sus- 
picions. The best presents for the King of Siam 
and his Ministers as pointed out to me at Puugah, 
would be some of the following Articles and certainly 
not the least advantage in favor of accepting the 
Chief of Pungali’s offer is that the most expensive 
part of a Mission proceeding in ..aeli a manner would 
be the presents, but by these alone unfortunately, 
the Siamese Courtiers can be propitiated. 

2 Palankeens 

A large Chandelier 

2 Diamond Rings of some value 
2 Rings set with Rubies or Emeralds 
10 or 12 Ditto of inferior Value 
2 Sets of Gold Necklaces, Bracelets and Ear-rings 
of English Jewellery of some value 
10 or 12 Sets of Do. of inferior value. 

2 Large English or Turkey Carpets 
4 Pieces of Scarlet Broad Cloth. 

4* Ditto of Yellow Do. 

4 Ditto of Green Do. 

6 Pieces of Double Colours, of red on one side and 
green or blue or yellow on the other. This descrip- 
tion of cloth is in very great request at Siam. 

Some English Cut Gla*s Ware, particularly glass boxes. 

o0 or 10 Seta of Bazars Scissor* Penknives and 
spectacles 

4 Pieces of Gold and Silver Brocade 
4 Do. of Tissue 
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Some India Kincobs 
20 or 30 Pieces of English Muslin 
30 or 40 Do. of English Cottons 
2 or 3 Corges of Indian Do. 

4 or 5 Cases of Fowling Pieces 
Some curious Toys and Specimens of Mechanism 
Some Warlike Stores — a pair of Brass 0 Pounders, 20 
or 30 Blunderbusses— Several hundred Scands of 
Muskets and pairs of Pistols, and 2 or 300 
Canister Flasks of Gunpowder. 

A Collection of Scents and Essences. 

I am told that the Agent must endeavour to 
present to the Wang-na a Duplicate of some of the 
Articles which are given to the King, and I found the 
Siamese every where passionately fond of precious 
stones and English Jewellery. Their taste differs in 
one respect from that of the Natives of Hinclostan. 
The}' prefer our Jeweller's Gold (Suasa) to Manufactures 
of the purer Metal. 

Having thus submitted in the foregoing sheet 
whatever reflections have occurred to me on the dif- 
ferent objects which have been proposed to the British 
Government, to be pursued in its negotiations with 
Siam, I hope I may now, without exhibiting arro- 
gance or improper ambition state, that if it please 
the Right Honble. the Govr. Genl. in Council to 
see report of my Mission confide in my discretion, perfect ac- 

•to Pungah Enclosures G. H. 

addressed to e. a. Biundeii, quamtance with the views and motives 

Esq. Actg. secy, to the Penang 0 £ Government and some knowledge 

Govt, dated 2d. April last- * „ 

of the genius and character ot the 

* see ante, extracts from Siamese Nation and authorize me to 

thisVol. f330j . 

accept the very cordial invitation which I have 
received from the Pya of Salang and his Son 
and Ministers, to join them at Bangkok, I 
shall endeavour by the most strenuous exertions to 
prove myself worthy of such a hi B h distinction. 

• The Chief of Ligor also has signified to me his 

readiness to convey me to Bangkok, hut the strong 
personal interest which he feels against the restora- 
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tion of the King of Kedah, as well as the incon- 
venient and distant route by which he communicates 
with Bangkok, would induce me to decline that 
Chief’s offer. From Pungah I shall he able to 
secure not only the friendly co-operation of the 
Siamese Chiefs on the Isthmus of Krah, hut in 
addition to my own Malay and Native Christian 
Interpreters the very important services of Luang 
* fop a character of this Bam.* Honored then with a Commis- 


Native of the Coast of Coro- 
mandel and officer* under the 
Siamese Govt, see Report of 


sion under the Seal of the Right 
Honble. the Governor General, and 


Itiy Mission to Pungah ad- 
dressed to E. A. Blundell, Esq. 
Actg.Secy.to the Penang Govt. 


supplied with an order to procure the 
presents above enumerated, and with 


dated 2d Apni last. a Dispatch to the address of the 


Honble. the Governor of Prince of Wales Island 


noticing such points as may not be comprised 
or as may be disapproved of, in this Memoir, and 
signifying that the Supreme Government entrusts 
to his immediate guidance and direction the Settle- 
ment of our acquisitions on the Coast of Tenasserim, 
as well as the conduct of our negotiations at Siam, I 
should be ready to depart again for Penang within 
ten days, and strive to reach Bangkok before the 
Ceremony of the late King’s funeral is concluded, or at 
least before the dispersion of all the Siamese Chiefs 
who are now assembling there. It appears to me that 
the British Agent should proceed to Siam, furnished 
in the first instance with instructions only to 
ascertain and report from thence what portion of 
the objects which have been proposed to the Supreme 
Government can be accomplished, and to endeavour 
to attain at least, whether by regular Treaty or 
otherwise, these three points — restoration of the King 
of Kedah, improvement of our Commercial relations, 
and some co-operation in the present War. 


(Signed) H. BURNEY Captn. 25th Regt. 
Poll. Agent to the Siamese States from, 
the Govt, of P. W. I. 
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FORT WILLIAM 16th September 1825 

Supplement to the Memoir Submitted to the Sup- 
reme Government on the 3rd May 1825 by Captain H. 
Burney Political Agent to the Siamese States. 

Most of the following facts and circumstances were 
known to me at the time I drew up my Memoir, but I 
forbore mentioning them, through a belief that the 
Supreme Government possessed much later information 
respecting the Geography and Resources of the Tenas- 
serim Coast. 

The old Geographers terminated the Burmese pos- 
sessions to the Southward at Mergui in about Lat : 12. 
Dr. Hamilton extends them to a village named Mazi, 
in about Lat : 10, and Captain Low to Chanma, which 
he places still lower, in Lat : 9.30. Mr. Gibson pointed 
out to me that the latter places Chanma too far to the 
Southward and that since the time the former was at 
Ava, Mirza has been destroyed, and the Siamese have 
come up to Chanma, which he considered to be in 
Lat : 10°.30. The Siamese at Pungah admitted that 
the present boundary is at Chanma, which they name 
Pak Chan, but as all who had been there stated that a 
boat could pass from Pak Chan to Mergui in 24 hours, 
I think that place cannot be quite so far to the South- 
ward as where even Mr. Gibson lays it down and I have 
therefore placed it in my Geographical Sketch in about 
Lat : 10°. 50. Enquiry on the spot, however, will of 
course be the only mode ot ascertaining the precise 
situation of Pak Chan. All between it and Mergui is 
well known to be a desolate waste. Mr. Gibson further 
stated that the Burmese Province of Tenasserim ex- 
* ?op while tended in the rear ot Tavoy to Lat : 15.50, which* 
H °crUbes the° S Horsburgh describes the Tenasserim Archipelago to 
Tonnasserim, &c. commence at Tavoy Island in Lat: 13°. 16' and to ter- 
minate to the Southward, at the Seyer Islands in Lat : 
8. 28. The Coast of Tenasserim, as far as tho 


Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations! 
Vol. 333. 


No. 13. 
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Burmese possessions are concerned, may be said to 
(a) see his include the Province of Tavoy. Colonel Franklin (a) 
reacts. learnt when in Ava “ The Coast of Tenasserim is a 
separate Government, the seaports of Tavoy and 
Mergui have very little territory annexed, and are also 
separate Governments.” 


lb) Modern Universal His- 
tory Ed. 1759. Page 199 Vol. 7th 
from Histoirc du Royaume 
de Siam par Gervaise. 

(c) See his Oriental Reper- 
tory Vol. 1st Page 120. 


(d) Universal Modern His- 
tory from Histoire du Ro- 
yaume de Siam par N. 
Gervaise. 


Tenasserim was in possession of the Siamese as 
far back aa 1568 when it was taken by a Burmah 
King of Pegu, under which it continued until about 
1603, when it was recovered by Siam. In 1613 it was 
again besieged by the Burmese or Peguers, but they 
were frustrated in their design by the Portuguese, 
who appear then to have been settled here. The 
navigation of the Tinnan or Tenasserim River is said, 
by one authority, to be rendered difficult by rocks and 
branches of Trees, with which its channel is full, and 
the stream is likewise so rapid that it 
cannot be ascended above 3 or 4 leagues 
a day (b). Dalrymple (c) states in 1759 
the river was formerly navigable to 
Tenasserim where the Portuguese had a 
Fort, but the communication is only open for boats at 
present ; whether the navigation of the river was 
spoiled by accident or intentionally is uncertain. It 
is reported there is a communication with Junk Ceylon 
from Tenasserim for boats by the rivers within land. 
The River of Chantibou on the East side of the Gulf 
of Siam to which Mr. Crawfurd refers in hk “ Xotes 
towards a Treaty” although not so large as some 
other rivers in the Kingdom of Siam, is said to carry 
large vessels with greater ease than any of them ; 

notwithstanding a great bank of sand 
at the entrance, there is always 11 or 
15 feet water, (d) 


(e ) D’Anville conjectured 
Mergui to be the ancient 
Berobe while M. Gosselin in 
tiis Geography of the Greeks 
&nalized attempts to prove, 
with a greater appearance 
of probability, that the Sou- 


Mergui, (e) with respect to its mas- 
ters, may be presumed to have always 
followed the fate of Tenasserim which be- 
fore it was destroyed, was the principal 
port; Until 1687, when they were dri\ea 
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them part of Pegu is Pto- 
lemy's A urea Chersonesus, the 
Bay of Martaban his Magnus 
Sinus Tenasserrim his Sina 
Metropolis and Mergui his 
port of Catigara, the utmost 
boundary of navigation in an- 
cient times. 


(f) New Account of the E- 
lr:diec 430 & 468 vol" 

8th Pinkerton’s Collection of 
Voyages. 


sgu is Pto- out and many of them massacred through 
•onesusi the the jealousy of the old East India Com- 
n His Sina pany, a good number of English Free 
Mergui his Merchants were settled at Mergui, and 
ation in an- drove a considerable trade here. Down 
to the middle of the last century there 
t of the e- were the remains of an old English Fort 
ofiection of at Mer g ui - ( Dalrymple ). An old author. 
Captain Hamilton (f), relates that in 1683 
when the Jesuits persuaded the King of Siam to send 
an Embassy to France, the same Ambassador came also 
to London and settled a Treaty of Commerce for the 
English who should trade in Siam. One of the first 
objects of the French, when they established an in- 
fluence at Siam in 1688, was to occupy Mergui, which 
and Bangkok were considered as the two chief places 
that open a passage into that Kingdom. A revolution 
at Siam led to their also being driven out of Mergui 
during the same 3 ear, but the}* did not evacuate the 
fortress which they had constructed there, until after 
the}* had stood a siege of J 7 days with a force of ap- 
parently less than 100 Europeans against an army 
of 12,000 Siamese. The well in the Fort becoming 
suddenly dry and water failing forced the French 
Garrison to retire. I have not been able to ascertain 


in what year the French again settled at Mergui, but 
a respectable French Work ( l’abbe de la Croix’s Geog- 
raphic Moderne ) gives the following account of their 
Factory there in 1784 “ La Compagnie Francis y a un 
Comptoir, qui la met en etat de faire trafic des rubis, 
et de toutes les pierreries de Pegu et d’Ava, aussi bien 
que de l'etain, des bois de Cliarpente, et des ecailles de 
Tortues.” At the time the Burmese took possession of 
Tenasserim and Mergui in 1765 they appear to have 
been well aware of the advantages of the port. The 
Bishop of Tabracea writes in that year from Siam 
“ Les Barmas apres s’etre rendus maitres de Merger 
allerent incontinent a, Tenasserim, reduiserent cette 
ville en cendres, et retournerent fortifier Mergey pour 
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ne plus l’abandonner et en faire le plus fameux port 
de leur royaume.” 


The French consider the port of Mergui as one of 
the best and most secure in all the Indies, lying 
between an island of that name and another 
( Bandermacan ) to the west of it ; and they describe 
the town as situated on the North west point of the 
island and very populous. Horsburgh relates that the 
distance is about two leagues from the road to the town 
of Mergui, and that vessels of moderate size, by taking 
pilots can go over the bar into the river and anchor off 
the Town in 5 fathoms water. Bullocks are not sold 
here, but all other necessary refreshments may be ob- 
tained by making some presents and entering into a 
proper understanding with the Chiefs. Elephants 
teeth, wax, wood, oil and other articles are exported 
' from hence in ships belonging to Merchants that reside 
here, who, in general, are natives of Hindostan. 
Water may be had in great plenty from a run in 
Madramacan ( or Bandarmacan ) Island, also in Plan- 
tein Island or in King’s Island Bay.” He further 
states, “ King’s Island and most of the others are 
inhabited, it is infested by tigers and snakes, and on it 
and on the other islands, there is plenty of large 
straight timber fit for masts and several parts of ship 
building.” The principal productions of the district of 


(g) Edinburgh 
Philosophical 
Journal No. 16 
Art. 4. 


Mergui, according to Dr. Hamilton (gj are ambergrease, 
the finest birds’ nests, biehe de mer, cardamums, black 
pepper, and betelnut ; but at Mergui might further 
be procured from Pegu and Ava, kutcli, cotton, rice. 


stick-lac, teak wood, hantal ( species of arsenic ) metals 
and minerals ; and from Siam, tin and other metals, 
sapan and other woods, stick-lac, peltry, rice, sugar, 
elephants, elephants teeth, rhinoceros horns, benjamin, 
salt-petre, salt and coffee, besides most of the valuable 
commodities of China, of Cochin China, and even o* 


Japan to which skins and feathers were formerly taken 
in large quantities from Siam by the Dutch and 
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Chinese. Colonel Franklin learnt that the greater part 
of the birds’ nests found in the Mergui Archipelago 
are bought on the spot by the Malays, so that the 
King’s only is brought to Rangoon and either con- 
sumed by the Royal Family &c. or exported by the 
way of Quantong. He also understood that most of 
the Salt Fish and Blachong consumed in Ava are 
taken from Tavoy and Mergui, while in the time of 
Dairy mple, the commodities in chief demand at Mergui 
were salt, iron, tobacco and Masulipatam chintzes. 
Provisions were extremely 7 plentiful and cheap, a dozen 
or 20 fowls might be bought for a tical, fish were very 
fine and equally cheap, and rice might be had for 12 
pagodas per Gance when its price on the Coromandel 
Coast was generally above 80 and sometimes even 80 
pagodas per Gance. Turpin relates, that quantities of 
pearls may be fished in the Isles of Mergui where they 
are found of a fine water, perfectly round and the size 
of a pea ; but that neither the Siamese nor the Bur- 
mese have ever disclosed the whole source of this 
wealth, fearful that their tyrants might oblige them to 
labour gratuitously 7 in this troublesome fishery 7 ; that 
no country in the universe produces finer elephants 
than are to be found in Siam, the larger being as much 
as 12 feet high; that these animals form the greatest 
sources of the King of Siam’s wealth, and that for- 
merly, there was scarcely 7 a year without at least 50 
of them being sold at Mergui to the merchants who 
came there from the Coast of Coromandel to trade in 
them and who brought in exchange the finest linens and 
stuffs from Bengal, Surat and Persia. He further 
relates, that in the Province of Tenasserim, birds 
of Paradise are sometimes found, and at Mergui 

(h) Turpin’s history of nightingales which are supposed to have 
Siam in vol. 9th of Pinkerton’s been imporfce d from Europe, (h) 

Collection of Voyages. 1 ' 

My friend Captain Robert Scott of Penang has 
kindly communicated to me some letters and accounts 
belonging to the estate of that well known Eastern. 
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trader Mr. James Scott, in which I find, that whilst 
Mr, S. was residing at Quedali during the year 1781, 

2, 3, and 4 before our occupation of Penang, he 
conducted a considerable trade with both Mergui and 
Tavoy. The Portugueze vessels on their return from 
China touched at Quedah and furnished him with Paw 
Silk and coarse China ware, and in addition to such 
articles he appears to have sent to Mergui and Tavoy 
large quantities of Betel nut, with some Bengal opium, 
and Madras piece goods, exchanging them for birds' 
nests, tin, cardamums, elephants teeth, rhinoceros 
horns, dried buffalo beef (for the Malays) and deer 
and rhinoceros Skins, Mr. Scott had a small vessel 
in employ between Quedah and the Coast of Tenasserim, 
and 1 observe on one occasion, in October 17S2, when 
the vessel was bound to Mergui, her Commander found 
five French vessels there and passed on to Tavoy. 
The great impediment to commerce at that time 
proceeded from the Governors of Tavoy and Mergui 
being the principal traders themselves and buying 
up the produce of those places for their own vessels. 
A Mr. Reeves appears then to have been Shahbunder 
at Mergui, to whom and to the “ Reverend Father 
Missionary Padre Jaze Yigaria apostolica ” Mr. Scott’s 
consignments were made. 

Martaban was conquered by a Burmah King of 
Pegu in 1545. The Siamese laid it waste in 1600, 
but they never appear to have held long possession of 
that place, for we find that it had a King of its own in 
1604. In 1616 the King of Siam appears to have 
offered the Port of Martaban to the Portugueze, yet a 
King of Pegu settled his Court there in 1661, in order 
to have his forces near the borders of Siam. Since the 
last mentioned date, Martaban seems to have continued 
under Pegu or Ava ; and with respect to Ye, as it is 
known to have formed a part of the ancient kingdom 
of Pegu, we may presume that it always followed the 
fate of Martaban, The proper natives of these two 
places. Dr. Hamilton learnt, were Talian or Mon, most 
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of whom have retired to Siam, and are no doubt 
anxious to recover the land of their Fathers. 


The ancient kingdom of Pegu is described by old 
European authors as having extended to the South- 
ward as far only as Lat : 14°, and Tavoy, which it 
conquered in 1614, was its frontier town for some time, 
and afterwards, until the Burmese Empire was estab- 
lished, the same place became the frontier town of the 
Siamese in this direction. Hence there is every reason 
to believe that at or near Tavoy it will not be difficult 
to ascertain the existence of an eligible boundary. 
The proper natives of Tavoy are well known to be 
of an entirely different race from those of Martaban 
and Ye. Jose a native Portugueze formerly Shahbun- 
der of Bassein, whom I knew at Penang as one of the 
Burmese Envoys to Cochin China, and who was taken 
at Tavoy, informed me when I visited him at Fort Wil- 
liam, where he is now a prisoner that the inhabitants 
of Martaban and Ye are Peguers, but that those of 
Tavoy and Mergui are a mixed race, Arracanese, 
Siamese and Burmese, the first being in his opinion 
the original stock. This information may perhaps 
be considered as supported by the following facts. 
Arracan we are told, at one time extended its conquests 
far to the Southward and took possession of Pegu, 
although how long it kept possession of that Kingdom 
does not appear, and Coll. Symes mentions, that the 
Yomas or Yas, a race occupying a district to the west 
of Ava, between it and Arracan, speak the language of 
Tavoy. 


It is true that Tavoy seems to have been an 
independent principality in 1757 when Alompra 
engaged us by Treaty to give aid to the Burmese 


( i ) see page 223 vol. 1st 
of Dalrymple’s Oriental Reper- 
tory for a Copy of the Treaty- 
See also page 115 of the same 
work for the terms on which 
the King of Tavoy offered the 
English an establishment in 
, JiiS Country in 1752. 


against the King of that place ( i ). 
But Coll. Symes thinks that it owed its 
transitory independence to the Wars 
that raged between the greater powers. 
Or perhaps, we then, following the 
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example of the Portuguese, gave the title of King to 
the Siamese Governor of the place ; for it is well 
known that they gave that title to the Governors of 
certain places, who hold them by hereditary right, as 
Tenasserim, Porselauck, Pipeh and the like ; and that 
they conferred on the King of Siam the title of 
Emperor according to the notion of the Spaniards who 
think that Style due to Kings who have other Kings 
for their vassals. It may be here mentioned also, 
that the Kings of Siam, as the authors of the Univ - 1 
History surmise, always reckon as their tributaries 
those States which have at any time been so. Whether 
Queda of late years bore that relation to her, is certainly 
a point of fact which ought to be proved from history 
rather than argument. In 1614 we found that the 
Portuguese destroyed the old city of Queda. Abbe 
Choisy in 1686 leamt that the King of Quedah was 
tributary to the King of Siam, and La LoubSre reports 
the same a few years after ; yet Captain Hamilton in 
1720 found the Country independent, as he observes “ it 
was many years tributary to Siam, but in the long 
Pegu War it threw off the yoke.” At what date 
the yoke was replaced, I have not been able to 


(k ) Hamilton’s new ac- 
count of the East Indies page 
#32 Vol* S of Pinkerton’s Col- 
lection of Voyages* 


discover, (k) 


To return to Tavoy. Horsburgh 
states that that place, in time of war is 
much frequented by French privateers when in want 
of wood and water, that the distance of the town from 
the usual place of anchorage is 8 or 9 leagues and that 
there are in the river many islands and banks, with 
various depths in the channel from \ to 4 fathoms. 
When the Burmese took possession of Siam in 1767 
the Governor of Tavoy believing that the Bishop of 
Tabraca could be made serviceable to them in engaging 
the French to visit Tavoy and Mergui, made the Bishop 
return with him to Tavoy and the following is an 
account of the journey, “A pres dix jours de navigation 
on arriva le 16 Juin a l’endroit ou il fallait quitter lea 
bateaux. L’Eveque resta & jusqu’au 23 du mois. Le 
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Chemin de terre fnt beaucoup plus penible, car outre 
qu’il n’y a pas un seul village, ce ne sont que des mon- 
tagnes escarpees et boisees, des vallees pleines de 
boue, avec une riviere a passer et a. repasser, soit 
* sic. insert “est.” a gue soit sur deux bambous, quand elle* trop pro- 
fonde. L’Eveqne aimoit souvent mieux aller a la 
nage sur son cheval que de se hazarder sur les 
ponts de roseaux fragiles. Les animaux me me mour- 
raient de la fatigue de tant de montees et de descentes. 
Le chemin etoit en bien des endroit borde des 
deux cotes de corps morts, et des nuees de mouclies 
fatiguoient les voyageurs lorsqu’ils se reposaient. 
Le riz commencoit a manquer, lorsqu’on arriva 
bien fatigue aux environs de Tavoil le 6 de Juillet.” 
Tliere are however two instances on record of the 
Journey between the capital of Siam and Mergui, when 
( i) Modem the French occupied it, having been made in 10 days (1) 
anc l on one these occasions the party consisted of 
* 384 ed. 1759. prisoners in chains escorted by a detachment of Siamese 
Soldiers. If Kiply also, as I suspect, is another name 
for Puchpuri there must have been at one time a car- 
riage road from the Gulf of Siam to Mergui, for in a 
letter from the Bishop of Tabraca from Siam in 1761, 
we find the following passage : “ J’ai envoye M. Martin 
( a Merguy ). II alia jusqu’a Riply oil l'on a coutume de 
sic. ? attendoit. quitter les bateaux, et y attouchait* inutilement les 
charettes pendant trois semaines.” 

(m) An old travel- Tavoy Island (m) the late Mr. Gibson informed me 

ier Ralph the most productive of the Tenasserim Archipelago 
Fitch, at the 1 0 

close of the lath in Birds’ nests and at Doneel Island to the Southward 

century, stated, there is a valuable pearl bank. Dr. Hamilton ac- 

that this island of 

Tavoy produces quainted us, that the tin of Tavoy is reckoned very 

great store of Tin f me . that the mines are situated in a large hill on the 

which serveth all ° 

India. great central ridge of mountains, called Sakana, and 
four days journey by land South and East from the 
City of Tavoy, and that one branch of the Tinnan or 
Tenasserim river springs from the vicinity of these 
mines. If the plan of the boundary line to the north 
of Mergui as suggested in the foregoing Memoir, be 
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adopted, we may perhaps find it practicable to make 
that line include these mines as well as a portion of the 
neighbouring Forest of Sapan Wood. Dalrymple 
states that in Tavoy there is a gold mine also which 
was reported in his time to be valuable. Colonel 
(«) see his Franklin (n) learnt that the price of tin at Tavoy wa 3 
Tracts. from 40 to 50 Ticals per 100 Yiss, but that the metal 
sold at Rangoon from 100 to 120 Ticals per 100 Yiss 
or 21 Rupees 14 as. lip. for Bengal Maund. He also 
states that the King of Ava provides for his children, 
supports his household and his Ministers &c. not by 
Tunkmahs on the Revenue, but by direct grants of 
Territory, privileges of markets, or of levying imposts 
&c.; that his Majesty’s direct revenues arise from the 
tribute of the Chobwas, by the produce of the Crown 
lands, mines, exports and imports ; and his unsettled 
revenues arise from confiscation, escheats, fines, dona- 
tions Ac. Ac. most of the revenues are collected in 


( O 1 pure silver or Baw Has 
four pg»r cent alloy & is 2 per 
cent below Sicca Standard & 
IOO Tickals of it weighing 142 
Sa. Rs. were coined into Sa. 
Rs. 134.3.6 Flowered Silver 
or Roucence has 10 P. Ct. & is 
8 Pr. Ct. below Sicca Standard 
& IOO Ticals of It; wg. 142 Sa. 


Kind, stored in magazines and converted into cash 
according to circumstances. The tribute of the 
Chobwas and duties on some particular articles, as 
cotton, are paid in bullion. He further states, that 
the Collector of the land revenue at Rangoon, remitted 
to his Majesty annually for the whole Province of 
Henzawaddy about 50.000 Ticals, and the Collector of 
Sea Customs 1,50,000 Ticals and that 
Tavoy yielded an annual Revenue of 
30.000 Ticals Flowered Silver or Sa. 
Rs. 37 2o6(o), and Mergui about 40,000 
licals, or Sa. Rs. 49,00b. Mr. James 
Scott(p) is advised by the Commander of 


Rs. were coined into Sa. Rs, 
126.8.4. 25 per Ct. Silver on 

Rha. Chai na Keat Khai, has 
40 per Ct. alloy & is 38 pr. Ct. 
below Sicca Standard, & IOO 
Ticals of it weighing 142 St. Rs. 
were coined into Sa. Rs. 91. 
Franklin, (p) Mr. S’s manu- 
scripts. (q ) Gross weight is 
ordinarily reckonod 365 lb. 
per IOO vlss. Franklin. 


one ot his vessels from Tavoy in January 
1783, that 40 or 50,000 Yiss or about 
1200(<j) peculs of tin could he had there 
annual h , and that Betel nut was in very 
great demand and produced from 35 to 
40 ticals per 100 Yiss. 
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It may be suggested that Mergui is scarce!}’ to be 
called an Island separated as it is from the main land 
by a river only, and that King’s Island therefore 
would perhaps be a more eligible site for any Factory 
which we may desire to settle in this quarter. But 
there is cne great objection to the latter Island. We 
should have to incur a very heavy expense before it 
could be cleared and populated to the same extent as 
Mergui already is. 

The important object of our retaining Mergui will 
of course be to revive the ancient commerce which was 
conducted with Siam through this channel, first by the 
Portugueze and afterwards by the French. Opening 
this passage, and restoring this old and almost forgotten 
road into the rich kingdom of Siam, will be an enter- 
prize of that nature of which it has been well observed, 
its very reputation is capable of producing advantages, 
of which no conception could have been formed before 
( r) Mode™ the event which produced them (r). There is nothing 
Universal History tl la t will be so popular in England, or so likely to 

Ed: 1759 from .. ' , 

which work many prove a compensation to us for all the trouble and ex- 
®f the Historical pmice of the present war, as the. establishment of a 

facts, & from ...... ... „ . 

Houvciics Lettresb onunercial Post in the vicinity of the Burman and 

Edifiantes aii the .Siamese Dominions. The Commercial and Manufacture 

French passages 

•n this Supple- big Community at home will hail such a measure with 
raent are cited, the greatest satisfaction. Penang and Singapore may 
be cited as instances of the facility, security and 
extraordinary stimulus and improvement which the 
establishment of such Emporia afford to our trade. A 
Port of our own will be free from all those arbitrary 
exactions, fees of office, privileges of pre-emption and 
other petty obstructions by which the Siamese and 
Burmese render all trade with them difficult and 
precarious. It will, as lias been done at Penang and 
Singapore, concentrate and encourage the trade of the 
natives and afford a secure depot and mart through 
which the manufactures of England and British India 
may be dispensed among the surrounding nations 
whose means for making returns to us are known 
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* Sic. 


(s) Turpin’s 
History of Siam, 


{t ) Captn. Ccx'; 
Journal. 


to equal the state* which they possess for our com- 
modities. With respect to Siam it has long been 
said, that it is not the poverty of the soil which 
relaxes commercial industry there — many obstacles 
are opposed to the strangers making a fortune, 
the frequent revolutions of this kingdom overturn es- 
tablishments begun with the greatest success. The 
Government not sufficiently acquainted with its own 
interests, fetter the merchants by fixing at their will 
the prices of merchandize. The King, the master of 
trade, is the only one who buys from the stranger, as 
he is the only one who sells him the productions of 
the Country. This insolent despot imposes arbitrary 
taxes which shut the entrance of his ports to the 
Vessels of India and Europe. But a trifling militia 
would be sufficient to extricate foreign merchants from 
dependence on tire Monarch. If would be easy to 
treat a fort, winch would soon become formidable bv its 
numerous defenders, who would there take retime from 
the voracity of their oppressors. The inhabitants 
would place their families and most precious effects in 
it. Neighbouring kings would seek the alliance of 
such a Colony, which would become useful to them, by- 
exchanging their superfluities for articles of luxury 
and comfort, (s) 


Captain Cox's observations also with respect to the 
Burmese is equally true of the Siamese. •• It is a farce 
to talk of treaties with this people in the present state 
of their information, for their ignorance of their real 
interests is only to be equalled by their pride and pre- 
sumption ; and unless I can open their eyes to their 
on n interests in the first instance and impress them 
" ith a respectful awe of the English power in the 
second, my remaining here ( Capital of Ava ) will only 
expose tlie British character to degradation and subject 
my Employers to unnecessary expence.” (t.) The only 
mode of ensuring the attention of tire Court of 
.Siam to such points will be by presents. You are 
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sic- 


never welcome to any creature belonging to it with- 
out a present, and even the poor missionaries 
have found the necessity of complying with this 
established etiquette. One of them writes to 
Europe from Siam. 1770 : " 11 faut ensuite, pour nos 

succes, les moyens de faire quelque presens au 
nouveau Roi et aux Mandarins. Telle est la necessity 
de ces moyens qu’un grand du pays futil* de vos in- 
times amis, ne feroit pas la moindre demarche pour 
nous obliger, si auparavant il avoit recu quelque 
eadeau. Cette coutume a me me passe en proverbe 
chez eux.” What has very lately been said of the 
Cochin Chinese may also with little variation be ap- 
plied to the Siamese. No abrupt change is to ba 
looked for in the commercial habits of any nation. 
The slow and certain operation of neighbouring good 
example together with the immense advantage of a 
free communication with an adjacent English set- 
tlement are perhaps the only possible methods of im- 
proving the bigote 1 habits an l uneourteous manners 
of the Siamese, and of giving a stimulus to their trade, 
far exceeding what can be looked for from any com- 
mercial treaties however favorable. 

(Signed) H. BUllNEY — Captain Poll. Agent 
to the Siamese States. 


Penang 8th July 182-5. 
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To 

JOHN ANDERSON Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose for the information ot 
the Honorable the Governor in Council, a letter * 
from the Commander of the Honorable Company’s 
Schooner Zephyr, transmitting one * from the Com- 
mander of the Hired Schooner Commerce, reporting 
the departure of 100 Siamese Prahus from Kedah bound 
to the Northward. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) A. D. AIAIXGY 
Supt. of Point Wellesley 

Point Wellesley 
IGtli July 1820. 
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FORT WILLIAM 16th September 1825. 


Son gal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations. 

Vol. 333. 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the principal 
«io. 16 . Minister of the King ot Siam addressed to the Officer 
Commanding at Mergui. 

7 Aug. 1825. 

Uika Muha Sena Budclee Maha Nagara Meeoo 
Leenee uktur, rahus (sic.) addressed the following letter 
to the Commanding Officer Commanding at Mergui for 
the information of himself and the various subordinate 
authorities placed under him in that Province by the 
English Government. 

It is not unknown to that distinguished officer 
that the Six Individuals whom he deputed with letters 
to the Court of Siam were intercepted in their route 
and conducted back to Mergui Munmuldar of Chown- 
pown ( sic ). who on being honored with an interview 
with the said officer solemnly promised that no future 
aggression should be committed to interrupt the friend- 
ship that has hitherto subsisted between the two 
nations, and that on the Munmuldars return to his 
district he violated the promise which he had thus 
made with the Commanding officer, who, to punish 
this misconduct, sent a force into his country, where 
an engagement ensuing. Six of the Mumnuldar's boats 
together with 115 prisoners were captured and sent to 
M ergui. and that although it was evident that the 
Munmildar acted in this matter from his own authority 
alone, lie the Commanding Officer assured himself of 
the tact by eiujuiry of the captives whom, after hearing 
their statement, lie ordered to be confined. 

The Minister ot the Siamese Court is nevertheless 
hopeful that in consideration of the amity and friend- 
ship which has hitherto subsisted between the two 
Nations the Commanding Officer at Mergui will release 
the Captives >o detained and that altlm' it be confessed 
that the aggression originated in the Ummildar by his 
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Seizure of the Subjects of the Margin Province, yet 
for the sake of perpetuating and confirming tire pre- 
sent relations of amity, it is hoped that the wishes of 
the Minister will meet his consideration. 

It was with infinite satisfaction that the Court of 
Siam heard the intelligence of the Capture by the 
English of the Provinces of Mergui. Tennaserim and 
Tavoy with which Provinces it is now hoped the door 
of communication will always in future be kept open. 

To find the Country of a people against whom the 
the Siamese nation entertains an antient and in- 
veterate hatred to be subjected to the authority of the 
English was of course source of exultation. 


In conseqence of a requisition made from 
♦ ?Scekeerpoor. Seehierpoor* for the aid of His Majesty's troops a 
large army was organized and prepared by Mulia Pura 
for that purpose and altlio’ we awaited further in- 
structions of the English Government regarding them 
no further communication was received. 

At this juncture from the recent decease of His 
Majesty and the consequent ferment it has excited 
among the Ummaldars of these dominions, as also 
from the setting in ot the Monsoon our troops have 
been prevented forming a junction with the English, 
but on the termination ot the monsoon a nuineious 
army will be ready for co-operation and will act con- 
formably to the orders they may receive from the 
British authority, and to which no opposition will be 
offered in marching to whatever quarter they may be 
directed to proceed in aid of the complete subjugation 
of the Burmese dominions. 

The Chowkies throughout the Siamese dominions 
have been enjoined to offer no interruption to the 
egress of all subjects of the British Government and 
whenever it may suit the views of the English to 
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request the aid of the troops of these dominions they 
will he pleased to dispatch an emissary for that pur- 
pose and as the most peremptory orders have been 
issued (to the subordinate authorities ) throughout 
our dominions to give intimation the moment they 
hear of the approach of such emissary, no delay will 
arise in the wishes of the Brigadier General being 
made known to our Court. 

In former times when Martaban, Tavoy, Mergui 
and Tennasserim were dependencies of these domini- 
ons uninterrupted intercourse was enjoyed by the 
llyots of the respective Countries who were connected 
by the ties of kindred and friendship. But this co- 
mmunication has been long since prevented by the 
hostility and enmity of the Burmese, an impediment 
that will no longer exist now that these provinces 
are subjected to the British authorities. 

In regard to the Ummildar (we hope it will be 
considered) that the impropriety of his conduct in 
ill treating the ryots of the British Government, 
entirely originated with himself, and indeed the 
Siamese Court were totally ignorant of the Circums- 
tance. 

His own attempts at justification when awak- 
ened to a sense of his misconduct were submitted 
to His Majesty’s Ministers as follows. 

That with a view of reconnoitering he proceeded 
with his men towards the Countries bordering on the 
provinces of Mergui, Tavoy and Tennasserim, that he 
had not proceeded far when he fell in with certain 
individuals belonging to the English provinces, who 
were desirous that he himself and his Men should 
return with them to their Commanding Officer, that in 
consequence he accompanied them to the Head 
Quarters of their Commanding Officer who received 
him with Civility and attention, that after receiving 
his dismissal he proceeded on his way to his own dis- 
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trict where he encountered several ryots who had fled 
the provinces of the English from terror of their Arm' 
and that as many of them had friends and relations in 
Siam they willingly joined him, the rest he acknow- 
ledges were rather compelled than persuaded to follow 
him ; that before he reached home he found himself 
pursued by 10 armed boats detached by the English at 
whose approach the people of his district were greatly 
alarmed, that he himself considering the amicable re- 
lations that subsisted between the two Nations was at 
a loss to conjecture the reason of their then approach- 
ing him. This uncertainty however soon ceased to 
perplex his mind for on nearer approach of the boats 
they commenced a heavy fire of nmsquetry and soon 
succeeded in making captives of 1 do men of his 
Majesty’s subjects. With those that remained he now- 
sought refuge in an adjacent island, but the English 
still continuing their pursuit and attack he was obliged 
for his own defence and the preservation of his men to. 
return their tire ; that not being able to oppose any 
eflicient resistance, be retired to his own district, when 
lie repaired to His Majesty’s Court accompanied by 
those whom lie stated to have willingly joined his train. 

On receiving this statement ot the Mamumldar 
his Majesty s Ministers made every enquiry of those 
whom lie alleged to be his voluntary followers as to 
its truth or falsehood. The reply which they received 
to their interrogatories was that many were willing 
followers of the Cmmildar and otlieis were brought hv 
compulsion. 


At this period one of their vessels which have 
been long accustomed to carry on trade has arrived 
from Seeliasson at this port, commanded by Captain 
Ewahjon who lias brought a letter stating the wishes 
of the English that he should be furnished for their 
service with Horses, El.-phauts, Bullocks and Buffa- 
loes to be sent to Rangoon and that grain would 
lieieafter be required for the same purpose. 
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The news of the intended cc-operation of our 
forces seemed, to have given the English at Sehapoor 
great delight. 

To prevent future interruption of the amity and 
friendship which now happily subsists between us we 
have thought proper to punish the high misde- 
meanour of our Ummildar originating in folly and 
cffitiousuess by imprisonment and removal from 
the Government of his district, and have strictly 
enjoined the person whom we have appointed his 
succcsfor to permit all ryots belonging to the Pro- 
vinces of hiergui, Tenasserim and Tavov r who may 
appear to be in the Towrr of Clrawnpoun to depart 
at their own free will and pleasure aud we have, 
every confidence that this example, strengthened by 
the consideration of that friendship which subsists 
between the two nations will be followed by that 
distinguished either who w ill be pleased to dismiss 
all sucli persons as he may have detained captives, 
a measure which will ensure the stability and per- 
manency of our respective amicable relations. 

In order to remove all doubt and uncertainty 
of the dismissal or detention of such ryots of the 
English Provinces as may yet remain in these 
dominions aud whom the English may be desirous of 
reclaiming it would be advisable that some one be 
deputed to receive them and from whom a [note*] 
* in the original 0 { their delivery may be ta’xen by the Officer of our 
^apparently a Government. And for the past offences of the Um- 
copyi$rs error, muhlar we tiust a pardon will be conceded. 

( A true Translation from the Persian ) 
(Signed) G. .NORMAN. 
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.FORT WILLIAM 7th October 1825. 


Ordered that the following translations of two 
Siamese letters to the address of Colonel Smith, en- 
closed in Sir A. Campbell’s private dispatches dated 
6th August recorded on the proceedings of Government 
in this Department on the 26th of the same month 
No. 19 to 23 be here recorded. 

Translation of a Siamese letter to Colonel Smith. 

Translation of a letter from the Siamese General to 
the address of Colonel Smith. 

Jo Pralr, General of the Golden Country of See 
Ayoktharnh Durrawuddv Maha Eah tha Eah Eah Maha 
Eah-Raja Ega Maha Senah dee Pudee Zeree Zaah 
Rnnnaroon (sic) acquaints Colonel Smith. Commander 
of the English Army at Martaban, that his letter has 
reached him by the hands of Mou Eah ( Town Clerk ) 
Cheragee ( Secretary ) and -Jacatoon ( Jemadar ) with 
which he is quite satisfied, while deliberating on the 
friendship that should subsist with the English, a 
messenger with a letter arrived from Eaga Maha Shiah 
de Pudee Prime Minister of the Golden Country of See 
Ayoktharah Durrawuddy requesting I should repair to 
his presence immediately. I am now arrived. 1 daily 
think of you and by the favor of God and cur King 
weave determined to join the English to fight and 
destroy the Burmese. 

Jora Mutliagee was ever willing to come into our 
dominions. He, his family with Men and Women, 
were apprehended by Chequa and Nacan and sent into 
our Country of which circumstance I had not the 
slightest knowledge till your letter was received ; the 
above two persons are now arrived. 1 have made the 
Minister acquainted with these circumstances and 
forwarded your letter to him. When your letter was 
read to the Minister, he approved highly of its con- 
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tents, and felt very happy, and said you are truly our 
friend and the friendship between the two kingdoms 
should be cultivated. 

The Minister having sent for Mou Eah Clieragee 
and -Jacatoon they arrived at See Ayoktharah 
Durrawuddy in the year 1187 (1823) in the Month of 
Kachoom (May) on the 18 of the Moon and having 
replied to some desultory questions put to them by 
the Minister, presents of Cloth and Ungurkali were 
made to them and orders given that they be hospitably 
entertained. 

Jora Muthagee having begged for permission to 
return to his Country at the time I received your 
letter and was deliberating on its contents, the 
Minister px-omulgated an order that the people 
brought away from Martaban had his full consent 
to return to their Country with their family or re- 
main in his. A number of people that had settled 
in our Country long while ago, were anxious to meet 
their relations in Martaban and mauy that had 
settled at Martaban were as anxious to meet their 
relations in our Country but as the Burmese and we 
were at war they were apprehensive of taking any 
steps to gratify their longings. 

When our Force was Stockaded at Atliaran [ 
sent a letter to you and the Rangoon General ( Sir 
Archibald Campbell ) Congratulating you on the 
successes you have met with over the Burmese and 
our willingness to assist you. We are very happy 
of these results as through them a free intercourse 
between the inhabitants of our Country and yours 
will subsist, and our friendship thereby become 
strongly cemented. A number of people from their 
inclination have settled in our Country, while in 
some instances the Petty Chiefs and General by im- 
position and force brought others over, with the 
expectation of being promoted by the Minister 
to a higher post or remunerated. Under such. 
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circumstances, an order has been promulgated that 
those people wishing to remain may do so or return 
to their own Country as they please and such as 
have been inclined to return I have placed under 
charge of Mou Eah to see them safe to their destina- 
tion, amounting in all Men and Women to 79 souls, 
and with Cheragee Mou Meah Chan, who with his 
family have lived here a longtime, 26 more, making 
a total including old men, women, children 
and men 105 souls I also send by this opportunity 
a letter from the Minister which contains all he 
would wish to convey to you. You must not make 
yourself uneasy on any points. We are here and 
ready to assist you. 

Martaban is now in the possession of the 
English. See Ayoktharah Durrawuddy and that 
place must become one, a tiee intercourse must 
subsist between the two Countries, and commerce 
allowed to be carried on in both, without limit or 
reserve. Ever since my return from the Stockade 
of Atliaran my thoughts (uay and night ) have 
always been about you. I have been thinking to 
join your army but we cannot avail ourselves of this 
wish till the month of September or October; I will 
make every endeavour personally accompanied by 
my army to join you and fight and destroy the 
Burmese at the time above specified. Our wishes 
accord with yours, and we will tig lit to conquer. 
After this the English and tiie Siamese will remain 
sincere friends and the Countries united by tlie 
bond of friendship. Formerly See Ayoktharah 
Durrawuddy was on terms ot amity with the Eng- 
lish but now that amity is become more strongly 
cemented and our intercourse therefore with each 
other must be more general and unrestricted 

( A true Translation ) 
(Signed) A. ROWLAND. 
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Translation of a Siamese letter to Colonel Smith. 

no. 36. Translation of a letter from the Prime Minister 

of Siam to the address of Colonel Smith. 


EGA MAHA Sinadepudee Amachee {sic) (prime 
Minister ) of the Golden Country of See Ayoktharali 
Durrawuddy sends this letter to Colonel Smith Com- 
mander of the English Army at Martaban. In the 
year 1186 ( 1824) in the month of Natho (December) 
bv the favor of our fortunate King whose virtues 
are unequalled and who has rigorously kept the 10 
Commandments and at whose Golden feet I am 
always prostrate to attend to his commands, have 
ordered Jo Prah Malta Yeotlia eay Mali eay Rajah 
Egah Malta Sina de pudee-Seeree Zaali Roonnaroon 
with his army to join and assist the English to fight 
and totally annihilate the Burmese. On his way he 
encamped at Camboorey and took great precaution 
to guard every point accessible by the enemy. He 
forwarded a letter to me from thence conveying the 
happy intelligence of the English having taken 
possession of Martaban and other Countries of the 
Burmese. The Burmese have all along been our 
enemy and I have derived great satisfaction from 
this tidings. From such a happy result Martaban 
and See Ayoktharah Durrawuddy must now be con- 
sidered as one, we must be friendly with one another 
and a free intercourse shouiil subsist between both 
its inhabitants. I was glad to hear also after Jo 
Prah had arrived at Atliaran. he sent intelligence 
of it to Colonel Smith and communicated our 
willingness to assist him in joining to destroy the 
Burmese and that our proceedings were approved 
of by the Rangoon General ( Sir Archibald. 
Campbell ). Whilst we were greeting on the happy 
tidings of your successes over the Burmese our mirth 
was changed into deep sorrow. We have had. 
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the misfortune to receive the intelligence of the 
death of our beloved King who, tired with the cares 
and troubles of this world, has left it to join the 
Angels of Heaven. It becomes the duty of all his 
Ministers, Chiefs, O dicers of rank, vassals &ca. 
to pay the last obsequies to his remains, and the 
year 1187 (1825) and the month of Kachoon (May) 
has been fixed on for the funeral, at which time it 
is expected we will have all assembled in the Golden 
Country and, after taking the oath of allegiance to 
the newly installed King, the funeral rites will be 
performed. Owing to these preparations I was 
induced to order Jo Prah back immediately to Durra- 
wuddv. Just as my letter reached him he was on 
the eve of returning with his army as he was suffer- 
ing severely from indisposition. Jo Prah is arrived 
at Durrawuddy. 

I have investigated the case of Jora Muthagee 
and the men and women apprehended by the Petty 
General and Cheque. Some of these people have 
their relations in our Country, but perhaps the Petty 
General and Cheque brought them over with the 
expectation of being promoted fci a higher post, or 
remunerated by the King. Martaban formerly 
belonged to the Burmese and was at war with the 
Siamese. A number of people of the former place 
having relations in our Country were anJious to 
come over to them, but were feirful of taking the 
step apprehending detection, but now Martaban and 
Durrawuddy must be considered one, the road is 
clear, and nothing can impede a free intercourse 
with each other as the English and ourselves are oil 
the most friendly terms. I have therefore issued 
orders that those who are willing to remain in my 
Country have iny permission to do so, or retire from 
it, as they please. Jora Mouthagee and others whe 
were brought over have received every attention from 
me with respect to their eatables and clothing. 
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Jo Prah our General having learnt by the way 
of Penang that the army at Rangoon was suffering 
much from illness acquainted me with the circum- 
stance. I received the intelligence with a great deal 
of grief and concern, yet I did not place much credit 
on the report owing to the distance from which the 
report reached him. I sent an order however to 
General Jo Prah to learn whether the report was 
correct or not. Beeuneali Yeathana Say Beenneah 
Suttee Sehung Beenali Seehah Rajah Thameeng like 
Nayean were deputed to accompany Jora Mutlieegee 
with a letter to obtain the truth of the story 

Our General Jo Prah sent me information that 
Mou yea had arrived with -30 followers at Mamva with 
a letter from Colonel Smith. Hearing of this intelli- 
gence I felt extremely happy and which letter I have 
since received. Having maturely deliberated on the 
contents of the letter 1 issued a promulgation that 
Jorah Muthagee with the men and women that were 
apprehended and brought over had my permission to 
return or remain in my country as it suited their own. 
inclinations best, and such as have been inclined to 
return 1 have placed under charge of Mou eah to see 
them safe to their destination, amounting in all, men 
and women, to 79 souls, and with Clieeragee M ou- 
meali Chau who with his family have lived here a 
long time 20 move, making a total including old men, 
women children and men 105 souls. All this I have 
done because the English and ourselves are friends 
and we will join you and destroy the Burmese race 
entirely. A number of people that have settled here for 
a long time from Moon Tavoy and Tenasserim. to these 
also have I had my orders communicated, and I have 
left it to their option either to remain in onr Country 
or return to theirs. Being on such friendly terms 
with you, I send this letter. So soon as the rainy 
season is over our General Jo Prah will immediately join 
you to fight and disperse the Burmese as he is already 
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in possession of my commands to do so. When the 
Burmese are conquered tranquillity and peace wil 
reign on all sides and our friendship will increase day 
by day. 1 send two letters, one written in the 
Siamese, the other in the Burmese language. The 
contents of both are the same. 

( A true Translation ) 

(Signed) A. ROWLAND. 



[ 229 ] 

FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1826. 


■•■gal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations) 
Vol. 333. 


Extracts from the Journal of an Excursion up the 
w®- »• Sanloon River by Lieut. James Low, August 1825. 


****** 

There is reason to believe that plates of gold or 
of silver have been placed below the foundations of 
most of the Antient Pagodas, commemorating the 
period at which they were built, for I find in a Siam- 
ese History of Ligore, which was once an indefinite 
principality, that this practice was adhered to on the 
occasion of the founding of the first Buddhist temple 
there. 

* * * * * * 

We returned about Nine o'clock to Ka tha. The 
Siamese occupied it seems a stockade just opposite to 
this village about two months previous to the period 
of ray visit. They had however destroyed it on their 
departure, a few logs only remaining. The people did 
not complain of having been harshly treated by the 
Detachment which consisted of three hundred men. 
It M as evidently the policy of the Siamese to conciliate 
the people from whom they should have to obtain 
supplies in the event of their gaining possession of 
the province which they have all along hoped might 
be evacuated for their advantage expressly bv the 
British. 

****** 

We cleared the Ka loonj noon Island where the 
river acquires nearly its former breadth ( is South of 
its South point) Kammamoon a very rocky Island lies 
close above this place, we kept on its north side where 
L the widest channel. * * We soon passed 

the next island which is small an 1 not so rocky as 
that we had just left. A large stockade here came in 
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view... This Stockaded Post is called the Kavet or 
Kiet, a name applied also to the Island lying off it. It 
stands on the angle formed by the junction ot 
Yoonzalen Khyaung and the main river, here termed 
Hooloo by the Kareans and Salo-en by the lions. 

The post has been well chosen being defended on 
two sides by these rivers and on the others by jungle 
and a deep foss. It is an oblong of one hundred 
and Ninety Yards by eighty seven composed of 
upright beams ten feet high, with a bamboo stage 
inside for the defenders to fire from. The Siamese 
stormed this port on the breaking out of the late war 
with Ava. The garrison consisted of about three 
hundred Mons in the employment of the Martaban 
Burman Governor. It was stated to me that the 
Siamese swam across the river to invest it and they 
succeeded in capturing its defenders. I do not wonder 
at this last circumstance if the latter were not 
provided with better means of holding out than what 
they seemed to have had, for along the whole works 
inside were placed in regular order at intervals of ten 
and twelve paces baskets full of large stones or 
pebbles, evidently intended to be thrown at assailants. 
The Siamese burned the gateway on their evacuating 
the Post. * * * * * 

( Signed ) JAMES LOW 

Martaban 
August 1825. 



[ 231 ] 


Bengal secret FORT WILLIAM 16th September 1825. 

and Political 

Consultations* " 

voi. 333. Secret and Confidential 


Secret Dept. 
No. 10. 


Political Department. 


To G. Sivinton, Esqr, 

Secy, to Govt. Fort William. 


Sir, 

The Honble. the Governor having determined 
upon taking np a vessel for the purpose of conveying 
early information to the Right Honble. the Governor 
Oeneral in Council of the present satisfactory state of 
affairs at the Settlement, I do myself the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your several dispatches 
enumerated in the margin. 1 regret that in oonse- 

Lettcr in duplicate of 3d of quence of these dispatches having been 

June giving cover to Trans- i • .1 t> i. jv- Ar 1 r ,, ' 

lations in the Portuguese Un- enclosed 111 the Post Office Malls for tills 

guage of my Credentials, &c. Island, I did not receive them until my 

Letter of 6 th June en- . , 

closing Copies of dispatches arrival- here, or have an opportunity of 

from the Best, at Singapore replying to them whilst I was ill the 

of 20th Sc 30th April & from ... .. .. ....... 

Brigr. Cenl. Sir A. Campbell of Vicinity ot 1' 01't W llliaill. 

10th May. 

Letter of 7th June en- With reference to Brigr. Genl. Sir A. 

closing Copy of a dispatch , , . , 

r o m Penang Govt, of 14 th May. Campbell s dispatch, 1 am happy to re- 
port to you, that I have received intelligence via 
Pungah, and the intelligence has been just confirmed 
by the Governor of Ligore, that the Pya of Chimpohun 
(Sanpan) by whom the depredations reported by Major 
Frith were committed, has been disgraced by the King 
of Siam, who is said to have entirely disapproved of 
that Pya’s conduct. 

On the subject of the dispatch from the Penang 
Government it affords me much satisfaction to have ifc 
in my power to lay before the Right Honble. the 
Governor General in Council the enclosed copy of a 
letter which I have just addressed to the Honble. the 
Governor of this Island. From a personal acquaintance 
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with the Chief of Ligore. and from having visited 
most parts of the Queda Territory. I was led to believe 
and report to this Government that His Highness was 
too well aware of our superior means and resources 
ever to meditate an attack on this Island, that his 
preparations were much exaggerated as to their extent, 
that they were directed against Salangore, that the 
best and most easy mode of preventing him from 
subduing that Mala}' State was by this Government at 
once prohibiting him and that if His Majesty could be 
induced to give me a meeting, I indulged every hope 
of being able to remove the distrust and suspicion with 
which lie has been filled against us by certain interested 
Malays, who were actively employed in exciting 
similar unfriendly feelings on our part against His 
Highness. Let me then do myself the common justice 
to beg you will solicit His Lordship in Council to com- 
pare the enclosed report with those which I had 
previously the honor to submit to this Government on 
the 28th of January and 2d of April, 

It is my desire and inclination as much as my 
duty, to speak with every sentiment of respect and 
veneration of the Honble. the Governor of this Island, 
from whom I have hail the happiness of receiving- 
much personal kindness and consideration. But 
during my absence at Calcutta the olcl report, which 
was tried in 1822, of the Chief of Ligore proposing 
to attack this Island, was again brought here. The 
Honble. the Governor had not witnessed the ex- 
travagance to which the false report of 1822 had 
led many Gentlemen, nor had he resided a sufficient 
time in this quarter of India to feel himself justified 
in acting entirely upon his own knowledge and 
judgment of the different characters of our inhabitants. 
Unfortunately also, local feelings and impressions 
so common in a small Settlement led to my reports 
being put aside and discredited, and to new informa- 
tion being received from Malax Spies and informers. 
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The Malays are as quick in discovering, and as in 
genious in inventing, as the natives of Hindoostan, 
whatever their European masters would like to hear. 
Previous to my reports some opinions, most unfavorable 
towards the character and designs of the Chief of 
Ligore. had been given and published, and hence 
every tale that was now brought confirmatory of those 
opinions and in refutation of mine, was implicitly 
received and reported to the Honble. the Governor 
without the common precaution being taken of enquir- 
ing, how such a poor and vagabond set of informers 
could have learnt the secret views and Sentiments of 
the Governor of Ligore. The only part of my reports to 
which any attention was paid was that wherein I recom- 
mended the Chief o! Ligore being at once prohibited 
against proceeding to Salaugore : and this measure, con- 
ducted as it was by my friend Mr. Maingy under the 
immediate direction of the Rouble, the Governor, was 
attended with all the success that 1 had anticipated. 

On my arrival here on the 8th of July I found sc 
strong an excitation against the Chief of Ligore that i 
was obliged to reserve my opinions to myself, and to 
solicit only that I might be allowed to inform His 
Highness of my return. A principal officer, however, 
told me, that my visiting Que.lah was quite useless, and 
cautioned me further to take care that His Highness 
did not poison me. The enclosed report details the 
result of my visit, and I solicit only to add to it one or 
two points for the particular information of the 
JSupreme Government. 

The force and number of His Highness’s Boats 
have been much magnified, and every thing else 
that I saw or heard at Quedali proved to me, that 
our Malay spies and informers had grossly exag- 
gerated and misrepresented. As one proof of the 
contemptible condition of His Highness’s Squadron 
I will only mention, that when his state Boat came 
along side of the vessel on board oi which I had 
proceeded to Qiaedah Roads, I fount five of the 
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Crew which may be presumed to have consisted of 
select men, lying 1 at the bottom of the Boat in a 
deplorable State of Sea Sickness while it was full 
20 Minutes before any one of the rest could ascend 
the side of my vessel. It was also maintained here, 
that the force which the Chief of Ligore had collect- 
ed was far too powerful to be intended merely 
against Salangore, but it was forgotten that the 
Rajah of Salangore had two years ago succeeded in 
destroying 40 of His Highness’s boats at one blow, 
and had invited to his assistance a set of very bold 
and desperate pirates from the Southward, and it is 
worthy of remark that our own Agent, when now 
deputed to that quarter and in the character even of 
a friend, finds it necessary to proceed with two 
armed vessels, some gun boats and an escort of 25 
Sepoys. 

I have considered it iny duty to bring the above 
particulars under the notice of the Right llonble. 
the Governor General in Council in this manner, 
with no view to injure or depreciate the character of 
any public officer, but in order to submit to His 
Lordship in Council, the necessity of repeating the 
injunctions which were conveyed in the dispatch to 
this Government, under date the 19th of November 
directing the Governor of Ligore to be treated with 
u becoming respect and consideration and to submit 
a ho the expediency of calling upon the officers of 
this Government to divest themselves of all previous 
preposessions of partizanship towards the Malays 
and of improper animosity against the Chief of 
Ligore and to receive the Agreement which His 
Highness has now concluded in a spirit of frankness 
and liberality. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) H. BURNET Captain 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese States 
Prince of Wales Island 
10th August 1825. 
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FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1826. 


To Captain Burney 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese States. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Honorable the Governor 
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
under date the 30th August and to apprize you that 
the necessary orders have been issued to the Com- 
manding Officer of the Troops for holding in 
readiness an escort of one Native Officer, 2 Haval- 
dars, 2 Naiks, 2 Drummers and 30 Sepoys from the 
25th Regt. under the command of a steady and 
experienced officer, and for the Master Attendant to 
engage, in communication with you, a suitable vessel 
for the conveyance to Bankok of yourself and escort 
and suit, for which also the commissariat has been 
instructed to prepare a supply of provisions and 
water equal to their consumption for four months. 

The limited nature of the Medical Establish- 
ment of this Presidency prevents the Governor in 
Council acceding to your request, with respect to Mr. 
Asst. Surgeon Henderson and it is proposed there- 
fore that Mr. Sub Assistt Suigeon Harris [should be 
placed] under your orders. 

The Governor in Council is not aware of any 
necessity of adding to the instructions with which 
you have already been furnished as far as the 
British Interests iu this quarter are concerned. 
They may be reduced to the four following heads. 

1st. The restoration of the King of Quedali. 

2nd. The withdrawal of the Siamese from Perak. 

3rd. The prevention of further conquests by 
the Siamese over the Malayan States on either side 
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of the Peninsula. The consequent maintenance of 
the independence of those states and exclusion of the 
Siamese powers from contact with the British 
Settlements in the straits and 

4tldy. The establishment of more free inter- 
course and trade with the interior and eastern 
side of the Mala) r an Peninsula by means of the 
overland routes and numerous rivers flowing into 
the sea in the neighbourhood of Penang. 

For all other points, I am directed to refer you 
to Para. 10 to 18 of the dispatch from the Supreme 
Government of the 18th May with the instructions 
to yourself from that authority. You will be 
furnished from the Honble. the Governor with ap- 
propriate letters from himself to the Chow Pya 
Klang or Foreign Minister at Bankok and to such 
other Native Chiefs whose places of residence 
may be in your route to Bankok, and you are request- 
ed to provide yourself with a suitable address from 
the King of Quedah to the King of Siam and his 
minister. 

Under present circumstances the probable neces- 
sity of another Campaign against Ava and the 
consideration of the many points of discussion likely 
to arise in the settlement of frontiers and actual 
interchange of territories witli Siam seem to point 
out in strong terms the expediency of your proceed- 
ing to Bankok with all possible expedition, so as to 
afford as a British accredited Agent at the Court 
an early medium of direct communication with it. 
« -sic- You will not fail however to touch at Salingapoor* 

and communicate most freely and unreservedly on 
all points of your Mission with the Resident of 
that Settlement. 

There is a point to which the Governor in Coun- 
cil desires your early attention at Bankok, the 
opening of an amicable and free intercourse between 
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cur acquisitions on the Coast of Tenasserim and the 
contiguous Siamese Posts by the adoption of which 
measure it is hoped that the depredations of the 
Siamese Chiefs in that neighbourhood would be 
precluded in future, or arrangements made for the 
restitution of the unfortunate Burmese captives taken 
away from the provinces of Mergui and Tavoy. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) J. R. CUPP AGE 

Actg. Secy, to Government. 


Port Cornwallis 

The 10th September 1825. 
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# See ante, 
preceding 
document. 


To Captain Burney 

Political Agent to the Siamese States. 

SIR, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your dispatch of the 10th Ultimo* submitting copies 
of your report to the Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island, of your conferences with the Rajah of 
Ligore and of the provisional Treaty concluded with 
that Chief. 


# This letter 
dated 2 Sept. 
1825 has been 
copied. 

See Factory 


2. The Governor General in Council having 
received from the Government of Prince of Wales 
Island copies of the above mentioned documents and 
expressed his sentiments on the subject of your 
proceedings in his reply to the dispatch from that 
Government, I am directed to transmit you a Copy 
of His Lordship in Council’s letter* for your in- 
formation, and to repeat to you, in this direct form, 
the very high sense which Government entertains of 


Records, straits jj, e ability, judgment and address displayed by you 
voi. 104 . on the occasion in question, and the confident ex- 
pectatiori of His Lordship in Council that the 
friendly understanding which you have established 
with the Rajah of Ligore will contribute in an 
essential degree to a satisfactory arrangement of all 
depending questions with the Court of Siam to 
which you are about to proceed. 


I have &ca. 


( Signed ) G. SWINTON 
Secy, to Govt. 


Fort William 
16th Septr. 1825. 



[ 239 ] 

FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1826. 
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and Political 
Consultations* 
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To 

The Honorable 

No. 13. 

ROBERT FULLERTO.V 

Governor &ca. &ca. &ca. 

Bonble. Sir, 

****** 


On the day following [ 30th Sept. 1825 ] I as- 
sumed charge of the Civil and Political administra- 
tion of the Province of Mergui. * * * 

My attention was at once directed to the deten- 
tion of the Siamese prisoners, the particulars of 
which have already been detailed in Major Frith’s 
letter to Sir A. Campbell dated 27th March. I 
visited these unfortunate men and found them in 
irons, and T regret to add that the alarm which has 
prevailed and still prevails at Mergui regarding the 
Siamese prevented my having their irons struck off. 
This had once been done by Major Frith, but it 
occasioned so much apprehension, that at night all 
the women left their houses, and many families 
removed without the stockade. 

It is but justice to the officers formerly "com- 
manding at Mergui to state that the irons are so 
light as scarcely to prove of any inconvenience. I 
have endeavoured to contribute to the comfort of 
the prisoners by directing them to be regularly sup- 
plied with fish, salt, &ca , and by allowing a certain 
number to enjoy exercise and to be taken every day 
to the Tank without the stockade for the purpose of 
enjoying a bath. 

Captain Collinson’a report of the confinement 
of some Siamese Envoys does not entirely prove 
correct. The meu alluded to by the (Officer belong 
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Enclosures 
(Number 3 & 4. 


Enclosure 
Humber 5. 


to the party now detained and were allowed to go to 
Bankok in view of obtaining the return of the 
Burmese carried away by the Pia of Chinipohun and 
thereby their own release. They assert that the 
Burmese will be sent back as soon as the rains are 
over, and the circumstance of the return of these 
men, and of the Pia of Chimpohun being disgraced, 
leads me to hope such will be the case. I have 
however deemed it my duty to facilitate this measure 
as much as possible, convinced that it will materially 
tend to restore tranquillity and give confidence, and 
have therefore released ten of the prisoners and 
placed them in charge of one of the followers of the 
Chow Pia of Ligore who accompanied me from 
Kedah and with instructions to take them to Ban- 
kok. I communicated on this subject with the 
Envoy to the Court of Siam, and Enclosure-: 
Numbers 6 and 4* are Copies of letters forwarded to 
the Pia Klang and Chow Pia of Ligore. I have also 
availed myself of this opportunity to address the 
different Siamese Chiefs residing near our frontier, 
and now transmit copy of my letter. 

In would be impossible to describe the distress 
and misery occasioned by the depredations of the 
Siamese since our Conquest of Mergui. Not a village 
a few miles distant from the stockade has escaped, 
and at least one thousand six hundred (1,600) of the 
inhabitants have been carried away. Every village 
in the interior is deserted, and scarcely a trading 
boat is seen, but this can excite no surprise when it 
is considered they have been deprived of their arms, 
and then left without protection, thus almost invit- 
ing the Siamese to repeat their incursions. 

*-•>*** * 

Moandown (a hill so called) forms the southern 
boundary cf the Province of Teuasserim and of course 
that of Mergui. It is distant about sixty miles from 
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Tenasserim ; the nearest inhabited Burman village 
to this hill is called Sinkoan in whose vicinity are 
two large ? the one standing without the boundary 
of the Burmese the other within Siamese Territories. 
It is stated that this boundary is well known to 
both parties and from all I can learn the hill of 
Moandown must be very nearly in the same parallel 
of latitude as Pakchan or Charwa, defined by Captain 
Burney as the boundary of the Province of Mergui. 

The range of hills that divide the Isthmus and 
form the Eastern boundary of the Province are dis- 
tant about seventy-five miles in a direct course from 
Tavoy. These hills are well known to both nations 
as forming the boundary between them, and the 
Siamese have stockades a few hours journey within 
their frontiers in this quarter. 

****** 

The Country in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the Burmese and Siamese boundaries is entirely 
uncultivated for some days' journey on both sides, 
owing no doubt to the continued depredations carried 
on by these nations. I cannot learn that there is 
any communication from Mergui direct to its eastern 
fiontier, the whole is represented as Hills covered 
with jungle and Forest. 

^ * * * * * 

I have &c. 

(Signed) A. D. MAINGY. 

Hired Brig Minerva 
Tavoy River 13tli 
October 1825. 
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After Compliments. 


■{Enclosure No. 3) 
[Oct. 18251 


Mr. Maingy, appointed British Oommisioner for 
the Provinces of Tavoy and Mergui, has to acquaint 
his Friend the Raja Klang of his arrival at Mergui. 


The Tan Chow Pya of Ligore will have already 
informed the Pya Klang that the Provinces of Mer- 
gui and Tavoy are now placed under the direction 
and orders of the Honorable the Governor of Prince 
of Wales Island. Mr. Maingy has found no less 
than one hundred and twenty two Siamese in con- 
finement here, followers of the Pya of Chimpohun 
who wantonly and unprovoked and forcibly carried 
away from the Province no less than four hundred 
Burmese who were then considered British Subjects, 
the province of Mergui being at that period in pos- 
session of the Knglish. 


Mr. Maingy however, anxious of evincing how 
desirous the English nation is of preserving the most 
intimate and friendly relations with the Siamese has 
lost no time in dispatching to B.mkok five of the 
principal Siamese with five attendants at present 
detained here. My Tuan, one of the followers of 
the Tan Chow Pva of Ligore has ta^en charge of 
them, and to him Mr. Maingy refers his friend the 
Pya Klang for all information. It is well known that 
independent of the four hundred Burmese forcibly 
carried away on one occasion by r the Pya of Chimpo- 
hun at i_ least J one thousand two hundred more of 
the inhabitants of the Provinces of Mergui and 
Tavoy have been taken away at different times by 
different Siamese Chiefs, and as these one thousand 
six hundred persons were actually British subjects 
in consequence of the Provinces of Mergui and 
Tavoy having been conquered by the English, I beg 
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my friend will not delay their return but forward 
them to Mergui or Tavoy, and on their arrival at 
either of these places the Siamese now here shall be 
released and every assistance afforded them to return, 
to their own Country. 

Captain Henry Burney, Envoy to the Court of 
Siam, will no doubt have assured the Pya Klang 
that the return of the Siamese is certain as soon as 
the Burmese are restored to the English authorities 
either at Mergui or Tavoy. Any arrangement 
Captain Henry Rurney may enter into regarding 
the Siamese at Mergui Mr. Maingy faithfully pro- 
mises to fulfil. 

Mr. Maingy sends his friend the Pya Ivlang a, 
piece of green cloth. 

( True Copy ) 

( Signed ) A. D. MAINGY 

Commissioner for the Pro- 
vinces of Mergui and Tavoy, 
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No. 4. 

After Compliments. 

loct. 1825.; Mr. Mainly now sends My Tuan with hi? follower- 

to his friend the Tan Chow Pya of Ligore u ho will 
communicate all particulars regarding the voyage and 
of all that he has seen at Mergui. Mr. Maingy, 
anxious of evincing how desirous the English nation 
is of maintaining the most friendly relations with the 
Siamese, has lost no time in dispatching to Banlcuk 
My Tuan and with him five of the principal Siamese 
Chiefs with five of their attendants who have been 
detained here some months and who were taken at the 
time the Pia of Chimpoliun, in defiance of the friend- 
ship existing between the English and Siamese, 
entered the Province of Mergui and carried awav a 
great Number of Burmese who were at that period 
British subjects, owing to the conquest of the Province 
by the English. The Siamese now detained here 
admit that the Pya of Chimpoliun on one occasion onlv 
carried off upwards of four hundred inhabitants of the 
Province of Mergui and besides these at least one 
thousand two hundred more of the inhabitants of the 
provinces of Mergui and Tavoy have been taken away 
by different Siamese Chiefs. 

Mr. Maingy therefore most strongly requests liis 
Friend the Tan Chow Pya of Ligore to use his utmost 
endeavours to obtain the immediate return of the one 
thousand six hundred Burmese now British] subjects, 
all of whom are detained by different Siamese Chiefs. 

My Tuan will inform the Chow Pya that Mr. 
Maingy has greatly contributed to the comfort of the 
Siamese now at Mergui, all of whom will be im- 
mediately given up the moment the Burmese now 
British subjects arrive at Mergui or Tavoy. If the 
Chow Pya really wishes to evince the sincerity of his 
friendship towards the English nation, lie can give no 
better proof of it than by the release of the one 
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thousand six hundred Burmese, now British subjects- 
detained in the Territories under the dominion of the 
King of Siam. 

Mr. Maingy sends his friend the Chow Pya a piece 
of Green Cloth. 

( True Copy ) 

(Signed) A. D. MAINGY 

Commissioner for the 
Provinces of Mergui 
and Tavoy. 
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No. 5. 


Mr. Maingy, appointed British Commissioner 
for the Provinces of Mergui and Tavoy, lias to 
oct 1825.] apprize and all other Siamese officers, 

that the English nation is at war against the King of 
Ava and his arrogant ministers and not against, the 
people of Siam, and that the Right Honorable the 
Governor General of British India has resolved upon 
affording the inhabitants of Mergui and Tavoy a 
Civil Government under the direction of the Honble. 
the Governor of Prince of Wales Island, who has 
therefor deputed Mr. Maingy to take charge of the 
territory in this neighbourhood lately conquered 
from the King of Ava by the British a- ms. 

The English nation is particularly desirous of 
preserving the most friendly relations with the 
Siamese and Mr. Maingy has been especially in- 
structed to respect the lives and property of all 
Siamese subjects with whom he may meet. Mr. 
Maingy has for many years lived in the Eastern 
Countries, is well acquainted with the manners and 
customs of the Siamese, Chinese and Bunnans and 
Malays, and is on terms of friendship with the 
Siamese Chow Pya of Ligore. He will therefore 
know how to conduct any correspondence with the 
Siamese Chiefs in the neighbourhood and so point 
out to them what means are necessary towards 
establishing the most friendly and intimate relations 
between the English and Siamese. Mr. Maingy 
begs to assure all Siamese Officers and subjects that 
so long as they treat the Burmese of Mergui and Tav- 
oy with that consideration to which they are now 
entitled as British subjects, the most liberal and 
unrestricted trade and intercourse will be allowed 
and encouraged between the Provinces of Mergui 
and Tavoy and the contiguous Siamese Territories. 
But several Siamese from ignorance of the nature and 
extent of the British authority in these provinces have 
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made incursions and depredations agiinst the Bur- 
mese. Mr. Maingy most particularly cautions all 
Siamese officers against the repetition of such un- 
friendly acts, and he warns all Siamese officers who 
may have taken possession of any places which be- 
longed to the Provinces surrendered to the English 
to retire from such places, as they value and fear 
the serious displeasure of the King of Siam, to whom 
an Envoy is now on his way from the Right Honor- 
able the Governor General of British India. Mr. 
Maingy invites the neighbouring Siamese Chiefs to 
open a friendly correspondence with him on all 
matters connected with the Burmese War, or with 
the affairs of these Provinces. 

( True Copy ) 

(Signed) A. !>. MAINGY Commissr. 

for the Provinces of Mergui & Tavoy. 
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FORT WILLIAM 14th Octr. 1825. 


Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations 
Vol. 333. 

Mo. s. To 

J. R. CUPP AGE Esqr. 

Acting Secretary of Prince of Wales’ Island. 
Sir. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch of the 3rd ultimo, enclosing a Translation ot 
a letter from the Rajah of Ligore to the Honorable the 
Governor of Penang and reporting the transmission of 
a Box of Presents frcra the Ra jah for the Governor 
General, 

2. In reply 1 am directed to state the satisfaction 
which the Governor General in Council derives from 
these testimonies of the desire of the Rajah of Ligore 
to cultivate the friendship and good will of the British 
Government, a disposition which His Lordship in 
Council is assured will he met in the same spirit by 
the Government of Prince of Wales' Island and en- 
couraged as much as possible. 

3. The Governor General in Conncil will take an 
early opportunity of making a suitable return of pre- 
sents to the Rajah which will be forwarded from the 
Persian Department. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) GEO. S WIN TON 

Secy, to the Govt. 

Fort William 
14th Octr. 182-5. 
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Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations 
Vol. 33S 

Mo. 10. 


FORT WILLIAM 27th April 1826. 


A DESCRIPTION 

of the Route from Tavoy to the top of the Nave 

daung Pass on the Siamese Frontier. 

The proximity of the Siamese Dominions to the 
lately conquered Burman Province of Tavoy induced, 
me in February last to undertake a journey to the 
Eastern Frontier of the latter ; And as it had been 
affirmed that there was a Military road in the direction 
of Che up poeh, that route was preferred. 

****** 

About a mile from the toot of this Pass stood the 
famous stockade of Che up poeh on the banks of a 
small stream. 

The Tavovers depended on its garrison to keep 
the Siamese in check in that quarter. Its site had 
been very injudiciously chosen, for it is in the middle 
of a plain, only a few hundred yards wide and cpiite 
commanded by the heights on the east [ and ] west. 
It lies now in ruins but numerous spikes were found 
concealed amongst the long grass. 

#*»**# 

At five miles two furlongs from Wa gong we 
came upon a spot termed Wa-Chup-pen-ma celebrated 
on account of a battle once fought there betwixt the 
Burmans and Siamese. 

****** 

There is not a house near this Pass ; so soon as 
some observations had been made and it was evident that 
the Siamese had no party here with which an amicable 
conference could be held or any Post close to the Pass, 
I hoisted the British Flag on the space betwixt the two 
piles of stones, and saluted it with three rounds of 
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musketry from my party, when it was hauled down 
and a red handkerchief hoisted in its place to shew 
that we had been there, and that a British Officer had 
ascertained the boundary betwixt Tavoy and the 
Siamese Dominions. Considerin g also the uncertainty 
of affairs at this Crisis, a stone on which I l-udely 
engraved B. E. I. Coy. was buried on the spot. 

As I had no authority from the Honorable the 
Governor in Council to pass the frontier it became my 
duty to return, but with an adequate supply of pro- 
visions we might have reached the Capital of Siam 
in eight days from this point. 

A Paper was left in a bottle on the Siamese pile 
purporting that a British Officer had been there and 
had been disappointed in not meeting on friendly 
terms some Siamese Officer. 

****** 

( Signed ) JAMES LOW. 

Penang 

1st November 1825. 
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FORT WILLI Ail 27th April 1825. 

ilr. Maingy 

To G. Swinton Esqre. 

Secy. to the Govt. Poll. Dept. 

FORT WILLIAM 
Sir. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letters of the Kith S?ptr. the one transmitting 
under an open cover the duplicate of a letter to the 
Honorable Mr. Fullerton, the other enclosing a trans- 
lation of a letter from the Chief Minister of the King 
of Siam. 

On my arrival at Mergui my immediate attention 
was directed to the Siamese who are there in confine- 
ment. and I lost no time in addressing the Chief 
Minister of the King of Siam, the Chow Pya of Ligore 
and Captain Burney regarding their release and the 
return of the Burmese inhabitants forcibly carried 
away by the Pya of Chimpohun. The letter addressed 
to Captain Burney and received via Rangoon shall be 
forwarded to that officer in the course of a few days as 
I am making arrangements for ensuring a regular 
communication between this place and Bankok. 

1 deem it my duty to transmit to you for the 
information of the Right Honorable the Governor 
General in Council copies of my reports from Mergui 
and this place addressed to the Honorable the Governor 
of 1 Vince of Wales Island. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) A. D. MAINGY 

Commissioner for the Provinces 
of Mergui and Tavoy. 

Tavoy 

the 1st November 1825. 


Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations. — — 
Vol. 338. 



( Copies ) 


Rangoon 


Home Series, 
Miscellaneous, 
Vol. 667, pp, 
379-392. 


30th Novi'. 1825. 


Geo : Hw inton Ksqre. 

••Secry. to Government 


Ac. &c\ 


Calcutta. 


Sir. 


1 have much pleasure in forwarding for the in- 
formation of the Right Honorable The Governor 
General in Council the enclosed Copies of highly satis- 
factory letters from Captain Fenwick. Commanding at 
Martaban, announcing the arrival of the Siamese army 
under the command of the Roon Roon at that place, 
and of their being in readiness to co-operate in any 
manner their services may be wished with the British 
army now serving in Ava. 

I have &c. 

( Signed ) \V. SM FLT 

Lt. Col. and Brigr. 

Comg, Lower Provinces. 
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To 

Brigadier Smelt 

Com mg. Lower Provinces. 

Sir, 

I have this day been honored with your queries 
of the 4th instant. 

Since my arrival here I have endeavoured to 
trace out any remains of the race of the Pegu Royal 
Family, but in vain — it is asserted that the Rown Rown 
is of the noblest blood of the Taliens, and that the 
sudden recall of the Siamese army last year was on 
account of a charge brought against him of wishing to 
establish an independent Government here. In the 
event of it becoming desirable to establish an inde- 
pendent Government, the Talien Zemindars of Marta- 
ban would furnish from three to four thousand men. 
and the means we possess of arming them in a superior 
manner would give them a decided advantage over 
their neighbours. The wealth they have accumulated 
during their connection with us, renders them much 
averse to the idea of returning under the Burinan 
Government. 1 may add that the Zemindars are 
reported to have behaved well in the skirmishes they 
had with the followers of the Ex Governor of this place. 

I have reason to think that the Ex Governor 
meditates a retreat from his stockade at Rangoon, in 
the direction of Tongho. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ROBT. FENWICK 
C'aptn. 12tli Regt. 

Martaban 

12th Novr. 1825. 

( True Copy ) 

(Signed) W. Smelt. 

Brigadier 
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Brigadier Smelt 

Coming, at Rangoon. 


My dear Sir, 

The Siamese Army have at length shewn them- 
selves. Their advance of 200 men arrived yesterday 
with six officers, accompanying our Zemindars and 
bearing two letters of which I now enclose translations 
(as well as the shortness of the time will permit) and 
a cop}' of my letter to Sir A. as far as relates to the 
Rown Rown. Every thing seems as favorable as can 
be desired, and almost to anticipate the General’s 
wishes on that score, and I have not the least doubt 
but any plan of the kind alluded to in your last may 
be carried into effect, with great ultimate advantage 
to our interests. I shall by paying the utmost 
attention to the Rown Rown prepare the way for 
any proposal which it may be hereafter advisable to 
make to him. 

The messages he has sent confidentially by our 
Zemindars shew the confidence he is inclined to place 
in us and the great desire he has to settle again 
in his Native Country, and from comparing all 
circumstances, I see no reason to doubt his sincerity. 
I am unable to give any answer to his letter, being 
yet uncertain whether the war is continued or not. 

I shall therefore not dispatch any one to him until 1 
can decidedly inform him how we stand with the 
Burman Government. 

The Ex Governor 1 imagine will move towards 
Tongho when he hears of the arrival of the Siamese. 
I shall send out a strong party under our Zemindars 
to favor the escape of a number of people he detains 
by keeping their wives and children with him when 
he moves. These people have promised to come over 
it they can find an opportunity. I am under no 
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apprehension of his attacking me, as I will have 
notice of any movement he may attempt and I know 
my strength to he superior to any thing he could effect. 

( Signed ) 11. FENWICK. 


Martaban 
15th Novr. 1825. 
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To 

Brigadier General 

Sir A. Campbell K. C*. B. 

Commanding the Forces. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward two letters from tin- 
Rown Ilown received this day. Six Talien officers ot 
the Siamese army brought them accompanied by our 
Zemindars, who took Lieutenant Colonel Conro\ s 
letters to the Siamese Capital. 

1st. From these letters a very large Siamese force 
may be expected in a few days. I am informed that 
the first division will be composed entirely of Talien > 
under the command of the Rown Rown and is estimated 
at 10,000. A Siamese force is reported to follow 
under the command of the Prince of the Royal family. 

2nd. From the private letter from the Rown Rown 
and from the confidential message sent by our Zemin- 
dars, there can be no doubt but that the Taliens, now 
in Siam, would gladly embrace an opportunity of 
returning to their native country and asserting their 
independence. As the Rown Rown has been so long 
at the head ot so large a portion of this people, it is a 
fortunate circumstance that his sentiments should fur- 
nish an opportunity of gaining him over to our interests 
at this juncture. The Taliens in the Siamese Country 
are estimated above 100.000 souls, and it may be pre- 
sumed that the Siamese Government will not be averse 
to see the Pegu Goveriuent, under a fiiendly Power, 
rather than it should revert to their enemies. 

3rd. 1 shall use my utmost exertions to conci- 
liate the Rown Rown and afford every assistance to 
the Talien Division in which our Talien Zemindars are 
ready to assist, as they look on these people as their 
relations. 

( A true Copy ) 

( Signed ) R. FENWICK 


17tli Novr. 1825. 
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Translation of a letter received from the Rown 
Rown 17th November 1825. 

After recapitulation of Colonel Conroy’s [ letter ] 
and Compliments, states that a large force from Siam 
will soon arrive at Martaban and proceed to attack the 
Burmese, but he is very anxious to be assured that 
provisions may be supplied to his army, as being ob- 
liged to march a great distance by land, they are 
unable to bring a sufficient supply with them ; all the 
surrounding country being under British protection 
they cannot take subsistence without permission, and 
as the Martaban country intervenes between the place 
where the Ex-Governor of Martaban now is and the 
army, it will be requisite to provide provisions in the 
event of it being necessary to attack him. The Rown 
Rown is very anxious on account of provisions, the 
Siamese army being so numerous. That he is much 
vexed at the delay which has taken place but should 
Martaban be given up to the Siamese Government 
there will be no difficulty and every assistance will be 
given in prosecuting the war ; that little resistance 
can be made by the Burmese to the united forces. In 
furthe ranee of the above the Rown Rown was ordered 
to assemble an army at Camboory. 

That in the event of advancing to Ava. Mergui, 
Tavoy and Martaban being in tlie hands of the English, 
the Siamese could apprehend no danger on that 
Frontier. 

That an army might be sent to attack the Burmese 
also by the route of Temay Siam. That this letter is 
written by order of the Council. That if Tavoy and 
Martaban be given over to the Siamese Government 
the united forces will easily reduce the Burmese. 

( Requests a speedy answer.) 

Dated lltli of the Moon Tha den Kymat 1187. 
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Translation of the private letter from the Rown 
Sown and said by the Talien who delivered it, to 
be his true sentiments, the public letter being written 
by order of the Siamese Government. 

After recapitulation of Colonel Conroy’s letter, 
he states that according to his desire a very large 
Siamese Force will now come : that as Martatem-ra. 
the native country of the Taliens he hopes that subsis- 
tence will be given them : that lie is very anxious to 
leave the Siamese Country and requests that every 
thing may be done to further his departure from that 
Country ; that he will advance in any direction neces- 
sary and take care of the route by Pegue and Tongha. 

Begs to have early intelligence. 
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To 

Brigadier Smelt 

Commanding Lower Provinces. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report the operations of the 
enemy in this vicinity. Oudinah, the Ex Governor of 
Martaban, detached 800 men to attack the Zemindars 
of Keikala and Bengyd Zurein ; after some resistance 
these Chiefs were taken prisoners and put to death, 
their towns burnt and people dispersed. About 500 
have sought our protection and numbers are hourly 
arriving. These Zemindars had never accepted our 
protection, but Oudinah had found out their intentions 
of doing so. and made this a plea for attacking them. 

Oudinah now gives out his intention of moving 
in this direction. I have found it necessary to 
strengthen the Zemindar of Zengy by serving out 
some of the repaired arms left here by Colonel Smith, 
and by sending the advance of the Siamese (200) to 
his assistance ; I shall also send 500 Siamese, who are 
hourly expected, in the same direction. As the 
Zengay people are all Taliens and aie well armed, I 
have no doubt but they will be able to repulse any 
attempts Oudinah can make. 1 have apprehended 
a few Burman inhabitants of this place who were in 
correspondence with Oudinah and had promised to 
fire the town when he should approach. 

You may rely that I shall neglect nothing in the 
defence of the district. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) llOBT. FENWICK 

Martaban 
27th Novi-. 1825 

(true Copy— Sd.) W. SMELT 
(True Copies) 

(Signed) GEO : SW1NTON 

Secy, to the Govt. 



Home Series 
Miscellaneous) 
Vol. 667« pp. 
46-50. (2d. set 
of paging.) 
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Resolutions of the Commisioners in Pegu and A va. 
Camp Miaday 19th Deer. 1825. 

The Senior Commissioner having laid before the 
Commission an original letter to his address from the 
Rown Rown Commanding a Talien army of lOjlOO 
men in the service of the King of Siam, and a letter, 
also to his address, from the Minister of Siam accom- 
panying the army, forwarded by Captain t’emvick in 
Civil charge of the Province of Martaban, it was re- 
solved that an answer to the following effect, in the 
Burmese Language, be forwarded under the joint 
signature ot the Commissioners, to the General in 
Chief of the Siamese Army. 

The Commissioners of the British Government 
in India for the affairs of Pegu and Ava have received 
a friendly letter from the Minister of Siam, and they 
hear with great pleasure that the Rown Rown has 
advanced with an army of 10.000 men to co-operate 
with the English troops, and that a larger army is 
about to advance for the same purpose. The Commis- 
sioners understand from the letter under aeknowdedg- 
ment the wishes of the Siamese Government with 
respect to the Province of Mergui and Tavoy. and 
knowing as they do the feelings of friendship which 
the British Government in India entertain for the 
King of Siam, and their strong desire to give proof of 
that friendship by gratifying the wishes of his Majesty, 
they do not doubt but that after the conclusion of 
hostilities by the entire defeat of the Burmese, bv the 
united efforts ot the British and Siamese arms, the 
Governor General in Council will find means to afford 
full satisfaction to his Siamese Majesty with respect to 
the Provinces above mentioned. 

The Commissioners further desire to notify to the 
Chief authorities with the Siamese army, that they 
have sent Captain Williamson to confer with them 
upon all matters mentioned in the letter hereby 
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acknowledged, and upon whatever subject may arise 
to require discussion. He will also remain with the 
army. Whatever agreement Captain Williamson may 
make, tlie Commissioners will confirm, and they request 
the Siamese Authorities will consider his words as the 
words ot' the Commissioners. Instructions have been 
issued to that officer upon all subjects, and if the 
Siamese treat him with confidence, it is certain that the 
friendship which now so happily exists between those 
two great nations, the English and the Siamese, will 
be continued, and so strengthened as to endure. If 
the Siamese Authorities, on the part of their King, 
will depute an officer to accompany the Head Quarters 
of the British Army, and communicate with the 
Commissioners, he will be gladly received, and treated 
with all due honor and respect.” 

The Commissioners further resolved with reference 
to the concluding paragraph of the above letter to the 
Siamese Authorities, to appoint Captain Williamson of 
the 3d Regiment Madras Light Infantry to be Deputy 
Political Agent, on the part of the British Government 
in India with the Authorities Commanding or accom- 
panying the Siamese Army, that a copy of the fore- 
o-oiiu'- letter should be forwarded to him for his 

JO 

information, together with full and explicit instructions 
for his guidance in his communications with the 
Siamese Generals or Ministers, and that he should be 
directed to make the most regular and detailed reports 
upon all political matters connected with such com- 
munications. addressing the same to the Secretary 
to the Commission. 

The Commissioners resolved to recommend to the 
Right Honorable the Governor General in Council that 
Captain Williamson’s allowances, in his political 
capacity', should be fixed at Calcutta Sicca Rupees 500 
per Mensem, with additional travelling allowances at 
the rate of Calcutta Sicca Rupees 300 per Mensem, to 
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enable him to accompany the Siamese Head Quarters 
with ease and certainty and to maintain such a suite 
and establishment as may give him weight and res- 
pectability in the eyes of the officers of that Nation 
with whom he will be placed in Communication. 

# * s * % * 


By order of the Commissioners. 

( Signed ) BOSS D. MANGLES 

Secy. Commissrs. in Pegu 
and Ava. 
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Home Series 
Miscellaneous! 

Vol. 667, pp. 

403-4. 

&e. &c. &c. 

Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
dispatch of the 30th ultimo, submitting copies of letters 
from Captain Fenwick, commanding at Martaban. 

2. The communications from that quarter are 
considered to be highly interesting and important, and 
have induced the Governor General to address special 
instructions to Major General Sir Archibald Campbell, 
a copy of which is herewith transmitted for your 
information. 

3. You will of course be guided by the instruc- 
tions which you will receive from Sir Archibald 
Campbell with regard to the mode and extent in which 
it may be deemed expedient to avail onrselves of 
Siamese co-operation, but in the absence of any special 
directions on that head you will not fail to manifest 
the most friendly disposition towards the Talien Chief, 
and to turn him and his troops to the best account, 
reporting to me for the information of Government the 
general feeling of the Peguers towards him, and their 
opinion and wishes with regard to his pretensions or 
those of any of the ancient Talien race in his train, to 
the throne of Pegue. 

4. You will be cautious however, how you en- 
courage the Talien force to enter the lower parts of 5 
Pegue, as it would appear that it must depend upon 
us wholly for supplies. The most desirable arrange- 
ment appears to be that the force in question should 
march upon Thongho. keeping on the left side of the 
Pegu river until nearly opposite that fortress : but on 
so important a subject the Governor General in 


( Copy ) 

To 

BRIGADIER SMELT 
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Council cannot doubt that you will have received 
instructions from Sir Archibald Campbell, who must 
possess the most correct local information, and be best 
able to judge how and where to employ the Siamese 
troops to the greatest advantage. 

1 have Ac. 

( Signed ) GEO : SWIXTOX 
Secy, to Govt. 

FOKT WILLIAM 
29th Deer. 1825. 

A True Copy 

( Signed ) Geo : Swinton 
Secy, to Govt. 
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Home Series ( Copy ) 

Miscellaneous) 

Vol. 667, pp. To. 

188-191 (2d. set 

of paging.; R. D. MANGLES. Esqr. 

Secretary to the Commission 
in Pegue ami Ava. 

Sir, 

I arrived here on the lltli inst. and I have now 
the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Commissioners, that in consequence of the Siamese 
army under the llown Rown being still at a great 
distance from this place. 1 have been under the 
necessity of forwarding their letter to the Siamese 
Authorities, seeing no prospect at present of delivering 
it in person for a considerable time, as the Rown Rown, 
it would appear, had not yet arrived on this side of 
the Mhinj-gunv-gyue-toury range of hills, which divide 
these provinces from Siam. 1 have addressed a letter 
to him stating I have been sent by the Commissioners 
to accompany his army on its march into the Pegu 
territory, with the view of co-operating with the 
British troops now there, and that I will take the 
earliest opportunity of joining him after I have re- 
ceived information of his having passed the mountains, 

I have also communicated to him that every exertion 
will be used by the officer in charge of the province of 
Martaban to supply his army with grain, and that it 
therefore becomes necessary for him to make known 
to me without reserve, his intended movements on that 
account, as well as to afford me an opportunity of 
reporting the progress of his force to the General 
Commanding the British troops in Ava. 

There are at present about 200 of the Rown 
llown's Division here, 100 of them at Ahtram (to which 
place from hence there is water communication ) and 
500 at Keun-beng, about 0 marches beyond Abtran. 
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The main body consisting of about 5000 men is 
encamped at Khadung-seing ( about six marches from 
Keun-leng ) where they remain awaiting the result 
of the communication made by the Minister to the 
Commissioners through the officer Commanding this 
place. 

Since writing the above, an official communication 
from Brigadier Smelt with some extracts of letter from 
Malone have reached this, conveying intelligence of 
negotiation having been commenced between the 
Commissioners and the Burmese Authorities there, 
which are likely to terminate in Peace. I have there- 
fore dispatched another letter to the Rown Rown 
intimating the circumstances and requesting he will 
remain on his present ground until further instructions 
are received by me from Malone, and which will be 
communicated to him with the least possible delay. 

On second consideration I have intimated to the 
Rown Rown the circumstances of the negotiations 
going forward and that they will most likely end in 
peace, and that he may either remain on his present 
ground or move on towards this, at an easy rate, as 
he thinks best. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) W. WILLIAMSON 
Captain 
D. P. Agent. 

Martaban 
l ltli Jany. 1826. 

( True Copies ) 

(Signed) GEO. SWINTON 
Secy, to Govt. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS— The 13 August 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 103, 

pp. aao- 690 . READ the following letter from the Political 

Agent to the Siamese States, transmiting Copies o£ 
Correspondence with the Rajah of Ligore previous to 
his visit to Kedah. 


•Political Agent 
to the Siamese 
States 

S August 1825. 


POLITICAL AGENT to SIAMESE STATES. 


To 


•JOHN ANDERSON Esquire 
Act". Secy, to Government. 

Sir, 

In conformity to the desire conveyed by yon, I 
beg to submit to the Honorable the Governor in 
Council, translations of the Correspondence that passed 
between His Highness the Governor of Ligore and 
myself previous to my late visit to Queda, together 
with the memorandum with which the Honorable the 
Governor furnished me for my guidance. 

1 have Ac. Ac. 


( Signed ) H. BURNEY 
Poll. Agent to the Siamese 


P. W. Hand. 

5 August 1825. 


States 
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Enclosure 


TRANSLATION of a letter addressed to His High- 
ness the Governor ofLigor by Captain Burney Political 
Agent to the Siamese States dated 13th July 1825. 

After Compliments — I have to inform my friend 
that I have visited Bengal, where 1 had the honor 
to see the Governor General and Gentlemen in high 
authority — that I am now returned to Penang ap- 
pointed an Agent to the Governor General and that I 
have heard from Mr. Maingy, that my friend desires 
to see me. Let my friend understand, that if he still 
desires to see me and will tell me so. I shall be happy 
to visit him. I have heard that there has lately been 
some difference between the inhabitants of Penang and 
my friend’s people, and if my friend be willing. I shall 
be happy to relieve his mind, and assist to settle the 
same, by pointing out to him the road of friendship, 
because an intimacy of long standing subsists between 
my friend and myself. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) H. BURNEY 
Poll. Agent to the Siamese States. 
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TRANSLATION of the Repty received to the 
foregoing letter from His Highness the Governor of 
Ligore on the 25 July 1825. 

After Compliments — Let my friend understand 
that I have received his Letter stating that he has 
returned to Penang appointed an Agent to the 
Governor General, and that he has heard from Mr. 
Maingy that I desired to see my friend, which is per- 
fectly true. Some time ago I acquainted my friend 
that I desired to come and see him at Quedali, but 
my friend unexpectedly proceeded to Bengal, and 
when I came I could not [see him]. Now my friend’s 
letter is arrived in which I am informed that he is able 
to meet me, of which I am exceedingly glad, because 
I wish to consider of several matters friendly towards 
the Governor General. But I wish to return home 
quickly. Therefore I invite my friend to come soon, 
and meet me at Queda without delay. And further, 
if the Governor General desires to send Letters 
to Siam, let my friend bring them with him 
to Queda. I desire to consider of the road to friend- 
ship and to improve, prolong and establish it. I 
send China Loun with this letter, and when my 
friend has understood its contents, I request he will 
order China Loun to return quickly before him. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) H. BURNEY 

Political Agent to the 
Siamese States. 

THE PRESIDENT lays before the Board the 
following Translation of a letter to the Rajah of 
Ligore, relative to deputing an Agent to Perak and 
Salangore : — 
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T» the Rajah T0 THE RAJAH OF LIGORE. 

of Ligop* 8th 

August 1825. 


I have July received the letter which my friend 
lias sent to me by Captain Burney, and as my friend 
lias now given me a real proof of his desire to cultivate 
friendship and alliance with the British Government l 
have to assure him that he will ever find me happy 
and ready to treat my friend with respect and kindness, 
and to permit his men and every other Siamese to visit 
Penang and to hold intercourse and to trade with its 
inhabitants without the least molestation. I have 
•determined upon immediately sending an Agent and 
two strong Vessels to Perak and Salengore for the 
purpose cf making such arrangements as will effectually 
prevent disturbances between those States according 
to the desire of my friend. Let my friend be under 
no apprehension as to Rajah Hussein being allowed to 
continue his depredations against Perak. The British 
Government entertains no desire to occupy or govern 
Perak or anv other State near Penano', but it will 
make it its duty to prevent the peace of neighbouring 
States being disturbed from quarrels between them- 
selves or between them and the Siamese. Peace and 
C’onimerce are all the English Nation require. 

The Agreement which my friend has concluded 
with Captain Burney is very satisfactory to me 
inasmuch as it will prevent all future discussion bet- 
ween my friend and myself as well as all chance of 
dispute between the Siamese and English. 1 shall be 
most happy to forward this agreement to the governor 
General without delay ; and to continue in the mean 
time to cultivate the most friendly relations with 
the Siamese with whom the English desire to live on 
the most cordial tooting ; 1 shall also from time to 
time dispatch full accounts to my friend of the 
nature and progress of the war in which the 
English are now engaged against the ancient enemies 
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of Siam, the Burmese, in order that my friend may 
forward the same to His Master the King of Siam. 
If my friend will send to me the Letter and presents 
which he informed Captain Burney he desires to 
transmit to the Governor General, I will take care and 
forward them myself to His Lordship by the most safe 
and speedy conveyance. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 


8th August 1825. 
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THE PRESIDENT lays before the Board the- 
following Translation of letters to the Rajah of 
Perak and Salengore, with Copy of the Commission 
granted to Mr. Anderson. 

TO THE RAJAH OF SALANGORE. 

To the Rajah of 

Salengore 10 

August 1825. 

Letter 

from the Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire Gov- 
ernor of Pulo Fenang to the Rijali of Salangore. 

This letter will be delivered to my friend by Mr. 
John Anderson a Civil Servant of the Honorable 
East India Company on this Establishment, who is 
already acquainted with uiy friend and whom I 
have deputed as my Agent for the purpose of endea- 
vouring to adjust upon a sure and honorable basis 
the differences now so unhappily subsisting between 
my friend the Rajah of Perak and the Chow Pya of 
Ligore. 

Mr. Anderson will communicate with my friend 
upon all points and I request that he may be re- 
ceived with kindness and respect as an accredited 
Envoy of the British Government. 

It will be extremely satisfactory to me to learn 
that my friend accedes readily to the proposals 
which will be made to him on the part of my Agent, 
by which the peace and prosperity of my friend’s 
Country will be piomoted, an end put to all mis- 
understandings and Commerce will flourish. 

Mr. Anderson will deliver some presents to my 
friend as a mark ot my esteem. 

Dated 10 August 1825. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 

Similar letter to Rajah of Perak. 
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COMMISSION. 


Prince of Wales Island 

10th August 1825. 

BE IT KNOWN that I Robert Fullerton 
Governor of Prince of Wales Island and its Depen- 
dencies, have nominated and appointed JOHN 
ANDERSON Esquire of the Honorable East India 
Company’s Civil Service on the Establishment of 
Pulo Penang to be my Agent to proceed to Perak 
and Salaugore and to negotiate with the Chiefs of 
these States, so that the misunderstanding now so 
unhappily prevailing in these Countries may be 
settled and adjusted and peace and prosperity re- 
established. I request therefore that all Rajahs and 
Chiefs will receive this my Agent with respect and 
attention as an accredited Agent of the English 
. Government. 

( Signed ) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 
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READ the following Letter from Mr. Anderson. 
MR. ANDERSON. 


To W. E. FULLERTON Esquire. 

Acting Deny. Secy, to Govt. 

Sir, 

L have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the Gth instant acquainting me that the 
Honorable the Governor in Council has been pleased 
to require my services to proceed to Perak and Salangore 
for the purpose of endeavouring to adjust certain 
differences between the Chiefs or those States and the 
Chow Pya of Ligore. 

I beg you will inform the Honorable the Governor 
in Council that having now closed the dispatches for 
England and Bengal, the necessary arrangements are 
in progress for my quitting the harbour on Saturday 
Morning the 13 instant in prosecution of the duty 
assigned to me. 

T have this day delivered over charge of the 
Offices of Accountant and Auditor and Accountant 
•General to the Court to Mr. Ratullo. 

1 have Ac. Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Political Agent to Perak 
and Salangore. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS -The 13 August 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits settle- 
ments! Vol. 103. 
pp. 691-699. 

READ the following letter from the Political 
Agent to the Siamese States, applying for an 
advance of 2,000 Dollars to be accounted for here- 
after. 


Political Agent 
to the Siamese 


POLITICAL AGENT to the SIAMESE STATES. 


States 8th 


August 1825. 

P. W. Island 8 August 1825. 


To 


John Anderson Esquire 

Actg. Secy, to Govt. 

Sir, 

I request you will do me the favor to solicit the 
Honorable the Governor in Council to grant me an 
advance of Spanish Dollars Two Thousand (2000) to 
be accounted for when I next submit a regular 
statement of my expenses. My late visit to Quedah, 
as well as my proposed visit to the Coast of Tenas- 
serim, has put me to several charges, and I am un- 
willing to reduce the Amount of Cash with which 
the Commissioner for Mergui and Tavoy may be 
furnished. 


I have &c. &c. 

( Signed ) H. BURNEY Captn. 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese 
States. 

THE SECRETARY reports that Capain Bur- 
ney was informed that all advances must be obtained 
from the Commissioner at Mergui, but that he was 
Authorized to draw his Personal Fay for the past 
and present Month. 
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To the Governor 
General in 
Council 4 
August 1825. 


Nos. I to 7. 


RECORDED the following dispatch to the Right 
Honorable the Governor General in Council dated 4 
Instant transmitting Copies of Captain Burney’s 
Report of his recent proceedings at Quedah, together 
with the Basis of a Treaty concluded by him. 

To the Right Honorable 

WILLIAM PITT LORD AMHERST 
Governor General in Council 
FORT WILLIAM. 

My Lord, 

We have been extremely desirous of addressing 
your Lordship in Council in continuance of our 
Dispatch of the 10th June last and of communicating 
our proceedings and Negotiations with the Rajah 
of Ligor with reference to his Armament at Kedah 
which our duty led us to watch with suitable caution 
and corresponding preparations. 

We have now the honor to transmit for your 
Lordship's information Copies of all the corres- 
pondence which has since that period passed with 
the Ra jah of Li gore, and are happy to observe that 
the remonstrances which our President made to that 
Chief have had the effect of inducing him to relax 
in his hostile intentions and subsequently of re- 
moving from our vicinity a large portion of the 
Forces which lie had collected there. 

It would appear however from the Corres- 
pondence. that he had it in contemplation still to 
persevere in an endeavour to move a Force by land 
across the Country to attack the state of Salengore 
but even this point lie has abandoned since the 
return of Captain Burney and an interview which 
that officer has held with him. 

The efficient measures which we had taken to 
resist any meditated aggression and the display 
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of our Forces in his immediate vicinity have no 
doubt tended to create in the mind of the Rajah of 
Ligore a doubt of his means to extend his hostile 
views to the Southern States. While therefore our 
preparations added to our remonstrances have 
tended to this favorable result and have afforded 
time for the receipt of your Lordship's Instructions 
to us on the subject, the knowledge which he has 
received of an expected re-inforcement of- Troops for 
this Presidency have tended to induce him to 
pursue a different line of conduct and to relinquish 
the contemplated enterprize to the Southward. 

Captain Burney having returned to this Pre- 
sidency ou the 9 July with your Lordship’s Commis- 
sion and Instructions for a Mission to Bangkok our 
President considered the state of affairs with the 
Rajah of Ligore to admit of that officer availing 
himself of an invitation from the Rajah to proceed 
to Kedah and our President accordingly directed 
him to proceed there and to avail himself of any 
favorable opportunity of negotiating with him on the 
various points at Issue, more particularly in respect 
to our mediation for the adjustment of differences 
between him and the Rajah of Salengore. The 
Instructions to Captain Burney are enclosed with 
this dispatch ; and we have the honor also to submit 
a Copy of that Officer’s Report as well as of the 
provisional Treaty which he has concluded with the 
Rajah of Ligore. 

We beg leave to submit at the same time a Copy 
■ see Minute of of our President’s Minute* on the subject of the 
3 Aug. I825 from above-mentioned report and Treatv and to observe 

Factory Records, . 

straits settle- that the sentiments contained therein fully coincide 
meitts, voi. io 2 , 0Ul - united views and opinions. Consistently 

already sent. 

therewith it is our intention immediately to dispatch 
an Agent to Salengore in the hope that the Rajah 
of that place may be at once induced to fulfil the 
expectations which we have a right to demand of 
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him, with a view to the final settlement, as far as 
this Government is concerned, of the points wherein 
our mediation and Interference may be essential. 
The removal of Rajah Hussein from the Perak River 
is a point equally important to our own Interests as 
it is suitable to the views of the Rajah of Ligore, as 
that person is known to be a leader of a Gang of 
Pirates whose removal would under any circums- 
tances have become indispensible for the safe 
navigation of the Straits by the numerous small 
vessels carrying on Trade. 

The payment of small sums of money demanded 
from the Rajah of Salengore cannot be considered as 
burthensome or harsh upon that Chief, if upon enquiry 
it should appear to us that he has been concerned in 
seizing and destroying the Siamese Boats as repre- 
sented. The Security that will be derived by him 
against all future aggression will we trust induce him 
to comply with our requisition. If these negotiations 
and proceedings should have the effect of removing the 
Siamese Forces and Authority from Kedah and of 
ultimately re-establishing the Malay Government in 
that unfortunate Couutry we conceive that we shall 
gain a point of essential importance as confirming a 
State of tranquillity which those Countries have been 
strangers to for the last four years. 

The final settlement of the matter must however 
we apprehend still rest with the Court of Siam and we 
entirely coincide with our President in the opinion 
that even the Preliminary Treaty now so judiciously 
concluded by Captain Burney will open to us the 
channel for introducing those political questions into 
the negotiations which our Envoy at Siam may have 
to discuss at that Capital and we trust materially con- 
tribute to their satisfactory conclusion. 

Under existing circumstances and pending ne- 
gotiations it would not however he prudent in our 
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lodgment to reduce our tixed Military and Naval 
Establishments below the scale proposed by our 

President in bis Minute of the . When 

the expected reinforcement shall have arrived we 
shall take measures for relieving therefrom the 
Troops now on duty at Singapore and shall complete 
the detachment at Malacca to 2 Companies from the 
65th Regiment returning to Bengal as opportunities 
may otfer [at] the Head Quarters and at least one 
wing of the 25th Regiment now stationed in these 
Settlements. 

We have &c. 

(Signed R. FULLERTON 
V/. A. CLUB LEY 
R. 1BBETSON 


Fort Cornwallis 
The 4 August 1825. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS— The IStli August 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. i03, 

pp. 746-9. READ the following letter from the Political 

Agent to the Siamese States relating to the Escort 

O O 

for the Embassy to Siam. 

political Agent POLITICAL AGENT TO THE SIA MESE STATES. 

to the Siamese 

States 8th _________ 

August 1825. 

Prince of Wales Island, 
8th August 1825. 

To 

The Honorable ROBERT FULLERTON Esquire. 
Governor, &c., &c., &e. 

Honble. Sir, 

In the 5th Para, of my Letter of Instructions 
from the Supreme Government, I am directed to 
apply to you, for whatever aid I may require as to 
an Escort of Mussulman Sepoys, Medical Officer &e. 
As the Agreement which has been concluded with 
the Chief of Ligore has now rendered my deputa- 
tion to Siam certain and as after my visit to the 
Cost of Tenasserim there will be little time for 
me to make whatever arrangements may be 
necessary for the progress of my Mission, I hope 
you will now allow me to solicit you, that my Escort 
may consist of a Paity of 1 Native Officer, 2 
Havildars, 2 Naicks, 2 Drumers and 40 Sepoys from 
the 25th Regiment: That Captain Macfarquhar 
may be appointed to command it, and that Dr. 
William Henderson may be placed in Medical 
charge of the Mission. 

Captain Macfarquhar has volunteered his ser- 
vices to proceed with me, and I feel anxious to avail 
myself of them for several reasons. The Goveruor 
of Ligor and his numerous followers proposing tQ 
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accompany me, I shall have occasion for more than 
ordinary prudence and caution to prevent any 
differences arising between them and my Escort and 
Followers ; for which reason also I desire to have 
Sepoys of my own Company, the 25th, who are 
already acquainted with the language and customs 
of Eastern Nations and who, I flatter myself, will 
feel a personal interest in the success of my Mission. 
Captain Macfarquhar also being in the entire con- 
fidence of Mr. Maingy and myself, I shall not only 
he able to derive much advantage from his assis- 
tance in any difficulty that may occur at Bangkok, 
hut he more certain of opening an early and secure 
communication by his means with the Commissioner 
of Tavoy and Mergui. 

Dr. Henderson has also offered to accompany 
me, and I am anxious to avail myself of liis know- 
ledge in every branch of natural History, for the 
purpose of rendering my Mission subservient in some 
degree to the interests of science. 

1 have the honor to request your acceptance of 
the accompanying Maps ; One being a copy of that 
which I presented last year to the Right Honorable 
the Governor General, and the other exhibiting all 
the information, which I have since had an oppor- 
tunity of collecting, with respect to the territory 
lying between this Island and Rangoon and Bankok. 
I have taken the liberty of inscribing the latter 
M ap to you. 

I have &c, &c. 

(Signed) H. BURNEY Captain 

Pol: A gent to the Siamese 
States. 
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Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 103, 
pp. 751-7* 


FORT CORNWALLIS The 18th August 182-3. 


POLITICAL AGENT to the SIAMESE STATES. 


H. C. Hired Brig Minerva 
Queda Roads, the 13th August 1823. 

To 

The Honorable R. FL LLER! ON Esquire 

Governor Ac. Ac. Ac. 

Honorable Sir, 

I beg leave to report to you. that I landed at 
Queda this morning accompanied by Mr. Maingy 
and Mr. Blundell, and that the Governor of Ligor 
evinced every proof of a continuation on his part of 
those good feelings towards us, which actuated him 
to conclude the late Agreement with me. His High- 
ness forwards to you by the Commerce a Box con- 
taining a Letter and Presents from himself to the 
Eight Honorable the Governor General. A Copy of 
the Letter addressed to His Lordship was shewn to 
me, and its contents do not appear to me in any- 
wise objectionable. His Highness also requested 
me, as he had delayed making preparations for his 
departuie until I returned, to allow him ten or 
twelve days beyond tlie period fixed in our Agree- 
ment for quitting Queda. 

I am happy to acquaint you that His Highness 
has not only- given me four of his followers to ac- 
company me to Tavoy and Mergui, hut has furnished 
Mr. Maingy and myself each witli an official Paper, 
bearing the Seal of I’ya Songkraam, the Commis- 
sioner from Bangkok, as well as his own, desiring 
all Siamese Officers to receive us as friends, and to 
maintain and cultivate the most amicable intercourse 
with us, and with all acting under our orders on the 
Coast of Tenasserim. 
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His Highness has given me much reason to be- 
lieve him sincere in his project of accompanying me 
to Bangkok, and among the men whom he has attached 
to me, he took especial care to select one, who is well 
acquainted with the Western shores of the Gulf of 
Siam, and fully qualified to pilot a vessel into the 
Port of Ligor. 

I have &e. &c. 

(Signed) H. BURNEY Captain 

Pol. Agent to the Siamese 
States. 



[ 18 ] 


Rajah of Llgore 
17th August 1825. 


THE PRESIDENT lays before the Board the. 
following Translation of a letter from the Rajah ot 
Ligore accompanying Presents from the Right Honor- 
able the Governor General. 

RA.JAH OF L1GOR, 


' TRANSLATION of a Letter from the Rajah of 
Ligor at Kedah, to the Honble. the Governor of P: W: 
Island, dated 1st Moharram 1211, vizt. 17th August 
1825. 

( After Compliments ) 

1 beg to acquaint my friend that the Letter which 
he sent in charge of Captain Henry Burney, Anthony 
Maingv and Edmund Blundell Esquires was received 
by me with all those feelings ot good will, due to a 
communication arriving in the spirit of friendly inter- 
course. On the subject of my intention to send certain 
Articles to the Governor General of Bengal, which as 
my friend’s Letter states I communicated to Captain 
Burney, my friend expresses his willingness to for- 
ward them to their destination by a fast sailing Vessel. 
I comprehend the Contents of my Friend’s Letter in 
every particular. The Articles which I intend for the 
Governor General are as follows. Two pieces of Gold 
flowered Cloth of Siamese Manufacture. One Bowl and 
Stand, One Kettle and a Tea Pot made of the com- 
position called Clmtam, inlaid with Gold, likewise of 
Siamese workmanship. These Articles, few indeed 
and trifling in value, are accompanied by a Letter ex- 
pressive of my wishes for a friendly connexion, which 
has been seen by Captn. Burney and Messrs. Maingy and 
Blundell and approved of by them. These articles have 
been packed in a Box covered with yellow Cloth, and 
entrusted by Captain Burney to the charge of Captain 
Roberts, for the purpose of being delivered to my 
friend at Pulo Pinang : who, I hope, will recognize in 
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tills, a wish on my part to cultivate friendly aud amic- 
able relations, and I beg he will be so good as to 
forward these articles to the Governor General as 
soon as possible, and when he has done so, to do me 
the favor to inform me thereof. 

Adverting to the affairs of Perak and Salangore, 
what, 1113 ’ friend mentions in his Letter regarding send- 
ing the two Vessels is proper and I request he will 
exert his influence to expel Rajah Hassan from Perak ; 
likewise to prevent the Rajah of Salangoi'e from dis- ' 
turbing the tranquillity of that Country, and to define 
and establish the boundary between the two States 
according to Treat } 7 ; in order that, the Trade of the 
Perak People may experience no molestation. 

Captain Burney and Messrs. Maingy and Blundell 
who were on their way to Marit (Mergui) and Tavoy 7 , 
having requested from me a letter in Siamese to assure 
any man of rank who might arrive (at those places) 
from the Capital, of their friendly intentions, 1 have 
granted one to Messrs. Maingy and Blundell according 
to their desire ; and they have sailed. 

The present confidential visit of Captain Burney 
argues that my friend’s suspicions are done away. 
For my own part I shall be most happy to reciprocate 
these friendly 7 dispositions. It is my earnest wish 
that a good understanding between the Siamese anil 
English may spring up and ripen into the fullest 
friendship ; and the two nations become one. 

Accompanying this (Letter) I send Akuat to pur- 
chase a few Articles which I shall require for a funeral 
feast. It being my intention to return this Month I 
acquaint my friend therewith. 

(Signed) RICHARD CAUNTER 

Acting Malay Translator. 

P: W: ISLAND 
19th August 1825. 
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P: S: On the 27th of Dulhajeh (13th Instant) three 
Pirate Pralius which were cruizing off the Buntings 
attacked some -Malays belonging to Ean, who had come 
to Kedah to purchase l’adi for their subsistence, and 
captured their Pralm and Grains . the Crew themselves 
but narrowly effecting their Escape, i send my friend 
intimation of the circumstance agreeably to the 
Courtesy which exists between neighbouring States 
iii Alliance with each other and my friend can order 
out his Cruizers conformably to Treaty. 

( Signed ) 11. C, 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 1st September 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vo I. 103, 
pp. 837-847. 

The President lays before the Board the following 
Translation of a Letter from the Rajah of Ligore re- 
lative to Mr. Anderson’s Mission to Salangore and the 
Rajah of Kedah. 


Prom RAJAH of LIGORE. 
TRANSLATION. 


Of a letter from the Rajah of Ligore at Kedah to 
the Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire Governor of 
Prince of Wales Island, dated 9tli Moharram 1241, 
vint. 24th August 1S25. 

After Compliments. 

I write to inform my friend that as I intend 
returning this Month I have sent Ivhoon Aksoon Tong 
Pan Nineeam and Munreen ( Siamese ) my people to 
purchase some articles for a funeral feast ; also a few 
other things that I require and request that my friend 
will have the goodness to assist them in procuring - 
what they want. 

I persuade myself from the confidential visit of 
Captain Burney that a real union has been established 
between the English and Siamese and that the good 
understanding between my friend and self will be 
zealously promoted and experience perpetual encrease. 
I shall always consider my friend’s people who may 
visit me, as my own, and trust mine will be equally 
favored by him and allowed to visit and see my friend. 

When my friend may forward the Presents I have 
sent for the Governor General, I request he will write 
and inform me by what Vessel they are gone. 


* 
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My friend having dispatched Mr. John Anderson 
to negotiate regarding the Rajah of Salan gore and 
Rajah Hassan according to promise. I acquainted 
him that my return to Ligore is only delayed until 
I receive authentic information of the result, and 
beg when it is known my friend will write and com- 
municate the same to me. 

I have determined to return forthwith, if no 
answer is given to my letter to the Rajah of Kedah. 
He asserts that I am hostile towards him. The 
accompanying letter is an answer to him : in it I 
have stated everything fully. Khoon Aksoon has 
charge thereof and has been desired to make known 
the Contents to my friend first and request his per- 
mission to deliver the same to the Rajah of Kedah. 

( Signed ) R. GAUNTER 

Acting Malay Translator. 

Prince Wales Island 
29th August 182o. 


N. B. In the last letter the words “ according to 
Treaty ” should have been perhaps rendered accord- 
ing to promise in which sense they appear to be used 
in this letter. Not knowing however what previous 
correspondence had taken place I was not aware of 
their precise import. The person called Akeat in 
the former letter is tire same with Khoon Aksoon. 


( S'gned ) R. G. 
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THE FOLLOWING letter from the Chow Pia 
of Ligore to the Rajah of Keilali is laid before the 
Board by the President. 

From RAJAH of LIGORE to RAJAH of Q BED AH. 


TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rajah or 
Chow Pea of Ligore to the Rajah of Kedah address- 
ed to the latter by his Siamese title of Chow Pea 
of Chrai. 

The Chow Pea Chrai in his answer writes ami 
expresses his apprehensions of returning to Kedah. 
On a former occasion when Twwker Bisnoo who was 
made Pea TJmpai Nurat in concert with the Pea of 
Singgora proceeded to the Capital with sinister pur- 
poses against the Chow Pea Crai to undermine him 
at Court, the letter solicited and confided in our 
assistance and we in consequence incurred heavy 
responsibility on his Account. The Chow Pea Crai 
then conformed to our advice. The Pea Umpai 
Nurat having accomplished his aims we afterwards 
exerted our endeavours to effect a reconciliation 
between the Chow Pea Chrai and his Imperial 
Majesty Somdet Pra. and the Chow Pea Chrai is well 
aware that the cause of his being obliged to abandon 
his Country, is owing to his secession from us. 

'1 he Chow Pea Chrai having once more solicited 
our bind Offices, We recurring to former motives 
of good will towards him, feel sincerely disposed 
from regard to the Chow Pea Chrai to befriend him. 
Should he still distrust, it rests with himself, his 
destiny alone must have caused it, since iu inviting 
him to return our object is not to commit injury, 
but to renew and cultivate for the future, the friend- 
ship which formerly subsisted between us. 
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If the Chow Pea Clirai be in distress for any- 
thing let him send a letter to say so. 

Written the 9th of the present Month 
( Moharram ) 1241, vizt. 26th August 1825. 

( Signed ) R. CAUNTER. 

Actg. My. Translr. 

Prince of Wales Island 
29tli August 1825. 
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AGENT TO SIAMESE STATES. 


“forth stands 
in original 
1 “ force ” 


To 

The Honble. R. FULLERTON Esquiie, 
Governor, &c., &c., Ac. 

Honble. Sir, The return to this Settlement of 
the Honorable Company's hired Brig Minerva 
rendering it impossible for me now to proceed to 
the Coast of Teuasserim and return hither before 
the latter end of October, the date at which the 
Agreement with the Chief of Ligore engages me to 
be at his Capital, on the other side of the Peninsula, 

I beg permission to bring under your consideration 
the above as well as the following circumstances. 

Independent of the awkwardness of my not 
being able to fulfil the stipulations to which the 
public stands forth pledged, I learn from Mr. 
Eorseburgh’s Directory and from several nautical 
Men here, that after the middle and in some years 
the beginning of October the Western side of the 
Gulpli of Siam becomes most unsafe to approach, 
as a lee shore little known and beaten by a very 
heavy surf. A Ship may perhaps succeed in enter- 
ing Ligore harbour but then there would be little 
chance of her getting out of it again to proceed to 
Bangkok until the setting in of the South west 
Monsoon in March. 

I have always thought that if I could first see 
the Teuasserim Country and acquire a knowledge of 
the present condition of the old Siamese possessions 
and their frontiers in that direction, I might make 
myself much more acceptable at Bangkok. But in a 
desire to secure this recommendation, I apprehend 
I ought not to overlook or forego the unusually 
favorable circumstances that would attend my pro- 
ceeding to Siam accompanied by the Chief of 
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Ligore. If also I proceed towards Bangkok im- 
mediately I should reach it just before the ensuing’ 
Campaign commenced when a correct knowledge of 
the views and feelings of Siam and of her means of 
assisting our Army in Carriage Cattle and supplies 
would be most desirable. I should further be able 
to touch at Tringano and Calantan and report to 
you the actual condition of those Malay States and 
I might have an opportunity ot‘ visiting Ohimpohuii 
and of establishing friendly relations between the 
Siamese Authorities in that Neighbourhood and our 
Officers at Tavoy and Mergui, 

I submit these considerations to you with every 
deference, feeling assured that I need not- here 
declare my perfect readiness to proceed whither- 
soever you may be pleased to order me. 

I have &c. 

( Signed ) H. BURNET, 

I’ol: Agent to the 
Siamese States. 

Prince of Wales Island 
30th August 1S2-5. 
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FOliT CORNWALLIS The 1st September 1825. 


AGENT to SALANGORE. 


To 

The ACTING SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT 
Pi -ince of Wales Island. 

Sir, 

Para. 1st. I have the honor to report for the 
information of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council that in conformity to the Orders of Govern- 
ment I embarked on board the Honorable Company’s 
Schooner Zephyr early on Saturday Morning the 
Id th Instant and proceeded with the Vessels noted 
in the Margin direct for Salaugore. 

A succession of calms and Southerly winds 
rendered the passage tedious, though not so much 
so as I had reason to expect at this season of the 
Year. We anchored at Salaugore Roads early on 
the Morning of the 19th. I had a few days prior to 
my departure from the Presidency dispatched an 
express prahu with a letter to the Rajah giving him 
notice of my coining for the purpose of bringing to 
an amicable adjustment the differences subsisting 
between him and the Chow Pya of Ligore requesting 
him to make the necessary preparations for my 
reception and intimating that as the objects of my 
deputation were of weighty import it was desirable 
that his Chiefs should be assembled, in order that I 
might experience as little detention as possible. 

3. On the passage down the Straits we fell in 
with the dispatch boat bringing me a reply in which 
the Rajah says : “I do not precisely comprehend 
“ what is meant by the difference with the Siamese, 
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“ but I am desirous to be made acquainted therewith. 
“ I have had no communication with them, and if 
u they wish to oppress me what can be done but 
“ trust in the power of the Almighty.*’ He re- 
quested that I would bring a few guns and some 
shot with me. 


4. My Messenger reported that he had not 
seen any prows during his passage down but there 
were about 20 lying at Salangore when he arrived 
several of a pretty large size. The Rajah Mooda, 
Rajah Daulah, the Chiefs reported to have lately 
proceeded to Perak,* were also at Salangore when 
% The following is an ex- the eX p iess p r0 w arrived. The Rajah 

"tract from the Paper purpor- 

"ting to be from the Rajah and Mooda was just proceeding to Lackat, 


^Chiefs of Perak to the Chow 
Pya of Ligore, copy of which 
accompanied Captain Sur- 
vey's report. “ The Rajah 
“Mooda of Salangore and his 
“ Brother Rajah Daula have 
** brought an Armament to 
“ Perak and there are now at 
“ Rautaw Pausang t 30 Prows 
41 many more are entering the 
41 River and they are concer- 
41 ting with Rajah Hassan who 


a river a little to the Northward of 
Cape Rachado to deliver a quantity of 
Tin to a Brig which had been sent up 
by the Acting Resident of Malacca, 
the price of which had been paid to the 
King at Salangore. The bearer of my 
letter also reported that he had not 
observed or gained intelligence of any 


* f resides at Sungie Bidor to 
** commence hostilities and 
create a disturbance in 


prows in the Perak River, [ of which ] 
lie ascended a few reaches, nor at the 


“ Pcrak -’‘ Dindings, with the exception of two or 

It Rantau Panjang p[ lree 0 f a very small size which he believed to be 
pirates and by one of which lie was chased. 


5. On anchoring, a salute of 13 Guns was 
fired from the two Schooners, but no return was 
made from the Fort. I immediately sent my Malay 
Writer on shore with a complimentary letter to the 
Rajah and his Son Rajah Usuli with whom I was 
acquainted some years ago, announcing my arrival. 
The King was very inquisitive and appeared distrust- 
ful concerning the object of my visit. After some 
explanation by my writer however be expressed bis 
obligations to the English for interposing between 
him and the Siamese, and said he esteemed the 
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favor tlie more because he had cot solicited as- 
sistance. He returned a Verbal Message that he 

would receive me the following Morning. 

& 

(5. Early in the Morning of the 20th I proceeded 
on shore with the whole of my Escort and attendants 
with all the boats ( the vessels lying about 5 Miles 
from the shore ) and was received on landing by a 
Salute of 9 Guns from a battery close to the Southern 
point of the river where I found the Rajah ready to 
receive me surrounded by three of his Sons, all the 
females of his Family, his three Ministers, the Priests 
and from 200 to 2o0 Men women and Children. 

7. The Rajah received me cordially though with 
some degree ot restraint, and I delivered the letter and 
some presents from the Honorable the Governor. On 
perusing the letter he burst out into a sudden exclama- 
tion *• I do not know the Siamese at all, why mention 
“ them ? What does my friend require ? 1 will make 

“ any concession to the English, but I will not listen 
“ to any proposal in which the mention of the Siamese 
“ is included." The Old Chief evinced great warmth 
and shook with passion, but after a while recovered his 
composure. During the three days that I was engaged 
in communicating with the Rajah he frequently mani- 
fested similar feelings and appeared to have an in- 
veterate antipathy to the mention of the Siamese. 

8. In reply to the Rajah's enquiry as to what I 
had to propose. I stated that there were several objects 
of importance which I had to discuss, but that it would 
be necessary in the first place to detail to him the 
causes which had led to and the motives which 
prompted the interference of the British Government 
on this occasion. 

9. I commenced therefore by observing agree- 
ably to the instructions lanPdown in the Minutes of 
the Honble. the Governor that in consequence of 
the assembly of a large Siamese force at Kedah by 
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the Chow Piya of Ligore and the declaration of that 
Chief that his object was an attack upon Salangore, 
the Government of Prince of Wales Island, actuated 
by an earnest desire to maintain peace, tranquillity 
and a good understanding among the neighbouring 
States, had tendered its friendly mediation to com- 
pose the differences now unhappily subsisting ; an 
offer which had been accepted by the Chow Piya of 
Ligore. I informed the Rajah that certain conces- 
sions were required from him, which would be 
conducive to the end proposed and there were some 
points which required explanation which it was 
my duty now to demand. 

10 . I dwelt upon the benefits which he had 
already derived by the friendly intervention of the 
English, and explained very distinctly that the 
British Government was prompted by the most 
disinterested and benevolent motives, that it had 
no desire to acquire Territory, to interfere in the 
management of liis Country, to impose upon him 
any commercial restraint, or to require from him 
-any engagement inconsistent with the perfect in- 
dependence and permanent stability of his Govern- 
ment. 

11. It was stated also to the Rajah that the 
present negotiations were only part of an enlarged 
and benevolent plan for restoring a good under- 
standing amongst the neighbouring States and I 
expressed 1113 ' Confidence that from his long ex- 
perience and intimate knowledge of the character 
and proceedings of the British Government during 
a period of more than half a Century that he had 
been King of Salangore, be would be the last to 
throw any obstacles in the way of the immediate 
accomplishment of such a desirable result. 
Although, T observed, some of the points I had to 
propose might at first mention strike him as ob- 
jectionable, 1 was prepared to listen to his argu- 
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ments. to give due consideration to them, and to 
discuss the wliole with calmness and deliberation. 

12. After a careful and attentive perusal of the 
last report of the Political Agent to the Siamese States 
and the Minute of the Honble. the Governor. 1 pre- 
pared the different subjects tor discussion in the fol- 
lowing order. The primary objects of my Mis-. ion 
appearing to be — 

1st. To effect the removal of the piratical fleet, 
said to be assembled by the Rajah Mooda and Rajah 
Daula of Salangore in conjunction with ltajah Hassan 
in the neighbourhood of the Bindings and in rite* 
Perak River. 

2d. To require from the Rajah of Salangore an 
explanation of the cause-, which induced him to 
establish his Nephew Rajah ilassiu at Perak : to effect, 
the removal of that Chief from thence; and to throw 
open the free navigation of t In* River with a view to 
t he prevention of further disputes, to obviate any pre- 
tence on the part of the Chow Piva ot Ligore for end- 
ing an armament to Perak, and to afford the inhabitants 
of the Country the means of supplying them. selves 
with grain of which there is reported to he a great 
Scarcity. 


3d. To negotiate for tiie establishment <.f a 
settled boundary between the States of Perak and 
Salangore. and to require an engagement against, 
further interference on the parr ot rile Rajah of Salan- 
gore with the former State. 

1th. To require explanation relative to the des- 
truction of the Ligore fleet at Perak about three Years 
ago (alleged to have been effected by the Rajah ot 
Salangore) with a view to liegoeiating for a com- 
pensation to the Amount of Spanish Dollars 2.000. I ho 
equivalent agreed to by the Chow Piya of Ligore, and 
lor the purpose of enabling Government to form a 



[ 32 ] 


decisive opinion upon the subject utter duly weighing 
the (Statements ot both Parties. 

lo. The discussion of these several point- 
occupied two entire days in close communication with 
the Rajah, his two Sons Rajah L’suh and Daula. and 
his three principal Chief-, vi/.t. the Uatu Aru J>atu 
Pangawa and Datu Ceram. 


* “It is he i Rajah Hassan) 
and a great many Lanoon 
boats and Pirates, called up 
-from the Southward by the 
Rajah of Salangore for the 
defence of his territory a* 
•gainst the Siamese that are 
committing all these depred- 
ations and Piracies between 
us and Malacca of which we 
have lately heard so much. ” 
i Captn. Burney 's Report.) 


14. A\ itli respect to the first point \ izt. the 
removal ot the large piratical Heet alluded (to) in 
Captain Burney’s report.' 1 1 stated that it was 
understood a number of Lanoon pirates 
and others had been called up by the 
Rajah to his assistance and a representa- 
tion had been made against the pro- 
ceedings of his two Sons the Rajah Muoda 
and Paula fer entering the Perak River 
with a large fleet and disturbing the peace 
of the Country, that the immediate 
removal of this foice therefore was a principal object 
of mv mission. On the mention of the Lanoon pirates 
being at Perak the King and lii.s Chiefs around him 
burst into a loud laugh with one accord, and declared 
they had not heard of a single Lanoon prow being in 
this quarter. With respect to his Sons going up with 
a fleet, that was equally devoid of truth — his son Rajah 
Daula— pointing to him. seated before me. having 
gone there some time ago with two small prahus to 
sell some gambier. His eldest son the Rajah Mooda. 
he informed me had sailed about lo days ago to Lakat, 
a river within his territory, where a rich Tin mine 
lias lately been opened for the purpose of delivering 
!>G Bahars to a vessel sent up by his friend Mr. 
Cracroft, the Acting Re-idcnt at Malacca, of whom he 
spoke in terms of great regard. He added you must 
be assured this report has been spread by Perak people 
to frighten the Siamese. 
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1-j. I replied that it was beyond doubt some 
pirates had tor a long time past been lurking about 
the Sambilang Islands and Pankour. and had been 
committing great depredations on the peaceable trad- 
ing prows passing up the Straits. It was now deter- 
mined to take effectual measures for the suppression 
of such a barbarous practice and 1 was bound to tell 
him frankly that any prows hereafter found cruizing 
about in that neighbourhood would certainly be 
destroyed. I was happy to receive from him, I 
observed, a solemn disavowal that the prows belonged 
to him, but with deference to the likelihood of some of 
bis subjects being addicted to piratical pursuits without 
bis knowledge or sanction. I cautioned him as he 
valued the friendship of the English and wished to 
preserve a good name, to establish a more vigilant 
Superintendence over his people anti not to permit 
any piratical prows to resort to any of the rivers within 
his territory nor to obtain supplies at any of the Ports 
under his Government. 

Id. These observations I addressed very plainly 
to the Ilajah without the aid of an interpreter so that 
there could be no misconceptions. He quickly inter- 
rupted me by remarking ** then if, as you say, the 
*• Hritish Government is using effectual means to sup- 
*• press piracy, why do you permit pirates to resort to 
Singapore and its vicinity : that is their chief place 
of resort it is well known. Why do you not station 
*• Crni/ers further down the Straits ? I understand 
*• you have Cruisers guarding from Pulo Biiuan to 
'■ Pulo Hidan close to I’inang That is not the place 
*■ for them, you should have them going constantly up 
ami down the Straits. The Dutch used to have 
*■ many vessels to guard the Coasts." 

The Rajah added, “ I understand a Top 
‘‘ belonging to a Chinaman at Malacca was lately 
“ captured by Pirates in the Straits and that a 
Brig was attacked and nearly taken close to the 
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“ Sambilang Islands.” He continued, “these pirates 
“ seem a match for your vessels. I heard from 
“ Malacca that the Brig tired about 100 shot ami 
“ escaped only by a breeze of wind springing up.” 

I observed that was a different sort of Vessel to our 
regular armed Cruizers and that I understood only 
a few shot had hit the Minerva. “ How large were 
the shot?” said he smartly. The introduction of 
this subject gave me an opportunity of again submit- 
ting the necessity of preventing prows from resorting 
to the Sambilang Islands, and the Perak Iliver and was 
the very best argument I could have had for urging 
the other points — the removal of Rajah Hassan <fco. 

18. Notwithstanding the Rajah's assurance, 
his denial in the presence of all his Chiefs of the 
knowledge of any assemblage of prows, and his rea- 
diness to enter into an engagement for the suppres- 
sion of piracy, my opinion is that Salangore like 
most of the other Malay States has been a place of 
resort for pirates and that the barbarous practice 
has been much increased in this quarter since the 
troubles commenced in Perak by the interference of 
the Siamese. The existence of such a state of things 
as has prevailed during the few last years and the 
constant state of alarm in which the inhabitants 
have been kept, has tended to unsettle their habits, 
has called the labourers from the fields and the 
Mines to arm for their defence and if it has not 
already done so would soon have had the effect of 
inspiring the whole population with a more martial 
spirit than they heretofore possessed and rendering 
them much more daring pirates than they have yet 
proved to be. 1 ventured to anticipate (several years 
ago) the result which seems to have transpired. The 
proceedings of the Siamese have tended to encrease 
piracy. I have great confidence however that the 
evil has not yet advanced to such a stage as to be 
irremediable and that the Malays are not become so 
desperate as they would be were some change not 
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to take place speedity. With the sentiments of 
deference which they entertain of the British Gov- 
ernment the Malays will no doubt return to the 
quiet pursuits of agriculture and commerce as soon 
as they perceive the effects of the intervention of 
the British Government and the removal of the 
Siamese armament, which will render their longer 
preparations for defence unnecessary. On the Faith 
of the friendly intervention of the British Govern- 
ment and in the confidence that the Siamese have 
been deterred from an attack upon Salangore the 
inhabitants informed me that they were clearing the 
ground in the interior extensively for ensuring a, 
plentiful harvest of paddy this Season. 


10. On 
the followin 

Extract from Captain Bur- 
ney’s report. 11 That Tuanku 
“ Hassan of Saiangore has 
“ established himself at the 
“mouthof the principal river 
'‘and is unjustly disturbing 
“ the peace and Commerce of 
44 that Country and that the 
Rajah of Salangore had 


the second point the Rajah gave me 
g explanation. Rajah Hassan, his 
nephew, was established at Sungie tiidor 
about MO Miles up the Perak River by 
the express desire of the Rajah of Perak 
and as a proof that there was a cordial 
understanding between them at the 
time. He mentioned that the Aunt of 


11 come up and attacked and 
“ seized the troops and boats 
44 which His Highness had 
* ( sent two years ago for the 
»* protection of Perak. I then 
44 stated that i could not ad- 
44 mit Perak was a Siamese 
“ state &ca. ” para. 6.) 

41 His Highness proceeded 
ft by asking me whether he was 
44 to receive no reparation for 
44 the insult and injury which 
44 the Rajah of Salangore had 
44 committed against him by 
44 attacking his men and sei- 
44 xing his Boats and property 


the Rajah of Perak was married to 
Rajah Hassan. The nephew was placed 
there as his (the Rajah of Salangore's ) 
Agent to receive half the duty on 'tin 
exported Yizt. 0 Dollars Per Bhar, con- 
formably to an agreement entered into 
between the Rajahs of the two states. 
My Arguments for the removal of 
Rajah Hassan met with great opposi- 
tion during the first conference and the 
Rajah plainly told me on leaving late 


“at Perak and whether Tuanku 
4 * Hassan was to be al lowed to 
44 tyrannize over the Govern- 
44 mentand Country of Perak. 
44 /Para. 6.J 


acquired. 


in the afternoon that he could not 
accede to the proposition ; that Perak 
was his by conquest and that he could 
not give up the privileges he had 
On leaving him I told him he had better 


think of it during the night and I would commit to 
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TEncl'JSvt No. 


paper what I liacl said to him. His last words were, 

“ Well it is of no use thinking, I cannot consent, but 
“ you may wiite it down.” 

20. '[’he next morning I had scarcely taken my 

seat when the Rajah jumped forward, seized me 
violently by the hand, and much agitated said, ” Well 
what have you to say to-dav ?" I replied. " The 
'• same as ve.-derday. lie argued a long time and 1 
rejoined. At last he said, “ Well. well. I do not like 
■■ prolonging discussion and you always get the better 
“ of me by argument if l let you go on. Do you want 
“the duty of li Dollars on the Tin. you shall have it. 
Do you want Perak, you -hall have it. 1 do not care 
for Money." I again explained that all the Govern- 
ment required was peace, that the Rajah of Ligoiv 
had agreed to dismiss his armament provided Rajah 
llassan -was removed from Perak and that as he. the 
Rajah of Salangore, had Territory enough besides. thi< 
could be no sacrifice to him. The Rajah at last assented, 
desiring me to recollect that this was done out of pure 
regard to the Lngli-li and he said. I would rather 
“ die than give up five pice to the Siamese. Let the 
*’ Siame-e come,” said lie. •• l will fight, and if 1 die tliey 
•• may do what they please with my goods but the 
” object of tlieir armament was not to take Salangore 
“ only, it is to take the Rajah of Kedah— better he 
“ upon your guard,” 

21. The Rajah enquired how he should receive 
the amount of certain debts due to him by the King 
of l’erak and several Chinese in that Country. I 
offered to S£ oak to the l’erak Chief on the subject 
and the Rajah said he would address a letter to the 
Honble. the Governor. He produced several letters 
from the Rajah of Perak, one of which dated only 2 
Months ago ho gave me at my request and a trans- 
i, lation of which, is attached. This letter admits 
certain debts and is interesting as it contains several 
other observations of importance.- It will be oh- 
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served the Rajah says the object of sending his 
Brother and Chiefs to Kedah was to prevent the 
Siamese if possible from coming to Perak. I have 
no doubt such is really the case, and that the Perak 
people are spreading reports of the Rajah of 
Salangore’s large force and the collection of Lanoon 
prows purposely to alarm the Siamese and prevent 
their going to Perak. 


22. The Guns now at Sungee Bidor with Rajah 
Hassan stated to be about 30 or 40 in number belong 
to the Rajah of Salangore and he proposed to send 
his Son Rajah Daula and a Chief to assist in bring- 
ing them away. I informed him that there could in 
my opinion be no objection to his nephew removing 
such articles as were bona fide his property, but 
advised him not to lay claim to any thing that was 
not clearly his or to do any thing which would tend 
to produce further difference. He assured me he 
would be particular in this respect and that his only 
object was to conform to the wishes of the Governor 
of Pulo Penang. I ascertained through the medium of 
my writer that on my departure after the first con- 
ference all the Chiefs and the Rajah’s Sons urged 
him to comply with the propositions I made which 
he was himself rather averse to at first. 


23. Relative to the 3d. point the Rajah ex- 
pressed very considerable reluctance to relinquish 

extract from captain bui- the claims which lie had acquired first 
ncy's report. “ His Highness , -. „ , , . 

by conquest and afterwards by treaty 
more than 20 years ago. The Rajah 
admitted that prior to his conquest of 
Perak in 1804 the boundary between 
the two States was the River Berman 
but he never heard of that mentioned 
in Captain Burney’s report. There is 


also wishes to introduce in 
the 4th Article a stipulation 
that we shall settle the future 
boundary between Pcrakand 
Salangore at a river called 
Soongy Nibong Angoos, which 
is about an hour’s journey to 
the Southward of the Berman 
River. But in a conference 
which I had with the Young 


Perak Chief and his Atten- 
dants, whom the Governor of 
AJgore called in, I learnt that 


no such river as Sungei Nibong Angoos 
I was assured by the Rajah and all the 
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Soongy Nibong Angoos had 
t>een the boundary 50 or 60 
Years ago and that the Ber* 
man River as 1 had always 
heard was the last esta- 
blished boundary between 
Saiangore and Perak. 


Saiangore people. There is a spot close 
to the sea shore a little to the North- 
ward of Tanjong Ka rang called Nibong- 
Angoos from some fishermen in cooking 
their dinner setting fire to the trees. 


during the dry season and burning them by accident 


but there were never any houses there, nor was that 


spot ever regarded as the boundary. As the Ber- 
man River is laid down in Martin Lindsay's Chart 
and by several authors as the established boundary, 
and the Rajah of Saiangore at last assented, I fixed 
that as the limit of his territory to the Northward 
for the future. 


24. It was not with less reluctance that the 
Rajah assented to refrain from all future inter- 
ference with Perak. He produced to me the origin il 
treaty of defensive alliance between the late King 
of Perak and himself dated in 1801 copv of which I 
have taken and a translation of which accompanies 
this. By virtue of that treaty he had proceeded to 
Perak and remained 3 Months with the present 
Rajah : at his request performed the ceremony of 
proclaiming him as Sovereign and elevating him to 
the throne according to the Malayan Custom. He 
assured me there had been a perfect understanding 
between him and the Rajah of Perak and it was at 
the hitter’s express desire that he was there ; that 
that Chief was equally averse to the Siamese as 
himself hut is deficient in courage and power to re- 
sist and therefore affects not to oppose their coining. 


2.">. With respect to the fourth point in dis- 
cussion the Rajah betrayed great impatience when- 
ever 1 adverted to it. He said that Che Hat, the 
Chow Piya of Ligore’s Agent has sent a letter to 
him from Perak written in Siamese, that nobody at 
Extract from captain Bur- Saiangore understood that lammatre 
neys report. v-:his Highness and that being desirous of preventing 

then observed^that Perak had ° I cYciuiug 

transmitted thejEunga Mas to the Siamese coming to Salano-ore aii<l 



ascertaining the contents of the letter 
he had proceeded up with 17 small 
prows to meet Che Hat at Perak by the 
invitation also of the Rajah. Knowing 
the treacherous character of the 
Siamese, and recollecting the manner 
in which they had come to Kedah and 
Perak he was the more anxious not to 
admit any Envoys from the Rajah of 
Ligore into his Co unity and to prevent 
this he was solicitous to have a con- 
ference with Che Hat at that place. 
The Perak people, anxious to get rid of 
the Siamese, spread a report that a large 
force from Salangore was entering the 
river and advised Che Hat to make his 
escape even before his prows entered 
_ „ _ . the river. He lost no time in doing so, 

duty before H-s Highness.” r» ’ 

and the prows fell into the hands of the Perak 
people. About half the number were old and rotten 
and were sunk. The Ra jah denied having taken 
any of them, and declared he had never seen Che 
Hat nor a single Siamese. He added also that if 
there were two witnesses who could prove he or tins 


Siam and that its Rajah had 
directly applied to him for 
assistance against Tuanku 
Hassan and had deputed to 
him at Ligore his, the Rajah’s 
younger Brother Tuanku Ki- 
chil Mooda who is now at 
Kedah waiting to return to 
Perak with the succour soli- 
cited, and that with respect 
-to Salangore he had not in- 
tended to interfere with it, 
and had two years ago when 
■the Ligore men first went to 
Perak transmitted a compli- 
mentary letter and presents 
to the Rajah of Salangore who 
instead of trusting to these 
assurances of his friendly 
disposition suddenly and with- 
out any provocation came up to 
Perak and seized forty of HJs 
Highnesses boats which were 
under charge of Che Hat his 
Malay Interpreter to whom he 
pointed as he was then on 


Salangore people took the Siamese prows he would 
pay the 200!) Dollars required. He begged me 
therefore to explain this fully to the Houble. the 
Governor. lie said it was all a plan of the Perak 
people themselves to get rid of the Siamese. 


2b. As my instructions on this head did not 
warrant my pressing the matter hut only enjoined 
my making enquiry. 1 informed the Rajah that as 
he had assented so readily to the other points I 
would communicate his explanation to the Houble. 
the Governor and it would rest with Government to 
determine after a full consideration of all the cir- 
cumstances whether the application on this head 
should be renewed. I gave him clearly to under- 
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stand on parting that I did not wave the demand and 
that he might perhaps soon receive a further com- 
munication on the subject. 

27. Under all the circumstances of the case, I 
venture respectfully to submit my opinion that it 
would be impolitic to exact the performance of this 
condition from the Rajah of Salangore. The Perak 
Country was his by prior right of conquest and if he 
was the means of expelling the Siamese from the 
Country, a justification may be found for him in the 
principle of self defence, for his own country was 
in danger. He denies however having participated 
in the booty. The records of the Penang Gov- 
ernment show that Perak was under the control 
of Salangore as far back as 1804 and 1806. In one 
letter to the then Governor the present Sultan writes 
— “ The People of Penang must not go to Perak at 
present, for Perak from the River Korak to Bertung 
Bras Basok is my Country. This Country I have 
taken by force of Powder and Ball, w’ ich Custom 
the Governor is acquainted with.” This was in 
1800. The Siamese practised a similar ceremony, 
through the Agency of the King of Quedali in 1818. 
No Siamese went there till the middle of 1822. 
They made a very short stay and the King of 
Salangore acquired his former ascendancy, and till 
this moment he retains it by means of the establish- 
ment of his nephew at Sungei Bidor. There is no 
doubt the Rajah of Perak has been courting the aid 
and protection of the Rajah of Salangore against 
the Siamese, although his dread of the latter power 
lias forced him to receive the Siamese and comply 
with their demands. It is very certain that the 
Rajali of Perak and his Subjects would bail with 
joy an emancipation from the shackles imposed by 
both the Siamese and Salangore, and would repay 
with gi atitude the friendly intervention that could 
effect such a wished for object. In deference to the 
Biitish Government the Salangore Chief has now 
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consented to refrain from all interference ; to 
respect the established boundary ; and to direct the 
removal of his nephew. 

28. As the Rajah did not require from me any 
formal Engagement so I did not find it necessary to 
say more than what is pointed out in my instruc- 
tions ; Vizt. that in the event of his read}’ compli- 
ance with the requisitions now made, the same 
intervention which had been manifested might be 
expected. He requested I would beg the Honorable 
the Governor to send him a few good Guns and 
some Shot, for which he would pay any price. I 
told him in reply, that this would have too much 
the appearance of a wish to continue warlike pre- 
parations, which it was our desire to put a stop to. 
and that he must not entertain any expectation of 
his request being complied with. 

29. Having obtained the Rajah’s assent to en- 
tering into arrangements to the effect above noticed, 

I next turned my attention to the objects which were 
pointed out as desirable to be attained in the event of 
my negotiations being favourable for their accomplish- 
ment, but which I was directed not to insist upon, if it 
should be found that their completion tended to delay 
or obstruct the more direct object of communication, 
t therefore proposed to the Rajah that with the view 
of cementing the friendship between the British 
Government and himself it would he desirable that he 
should renew the Commercial Agreement entered into 
by Mr. Cracroft in 1818. To this he offered no ob- 
jections. but on the contrary expressed a readiness to 
do so. 1 then proposed that he should enter into an 
Agreement for the mutual surrender of Criminals 
which he readily assented to and also an obligation to 
use his efforts for the suppression of Piracy. 

30. When we had, after two long and fatiguing 
discussions, come to a clear understanding as to the 
nature of the Engagement to be entered into, I retired 
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Enclosure 
No. 3. 


with his Son Rajah Usun anil my \\ riter. to prepare a 
draft of the Agreement, which being produced to him, 
he attentively read over two or three times and com- 
mented upon. He then directed his Son to make a 
Copy for me. to which he affixed Ills large Chop an«l 
my Writer made a Copy for him. The Engagements 
were then exchanged in due form, he ob-erved 
•• L have made several engagements, do nor let le be 
changing any more, let this be permanent. 

31. After exchanging the engagements, the 
Rajah expressed a desire to see my Escort go through 
their exercise and with the view ot making the 
ceremony of entering into an Engagement more formal 
and impressive, I proposed a salute should be fired tlm 
hollowing day in honor of it. He ipiickly observed, 
‘*Ver\ r well. I know the custom of the English, and 
every thing shall be ready." On the 22d.. agreeably 
to appointment, I again landed with all my escort and 
attendants, the sepoys paraded near the principal 
Mattery. A salute of t> guns was tired from the 
Fort in honor of the Agreement, followed by the 
same number of Guns from the two vessels and -i 
vollies of musipietry by the Sepoys. The Rajah 
accompanied me to witness the ceremony amidst a 
large concourse of people and it had an imposing 
effect and proved more than any thing else, that a 
cordial understanding prevailed, and is. 1 trust, a 
pledge that the Rajah will adhere strictly to the 
Engagement, which 1 have no doubt the Honble. 
the Governor in Council will observe, is worded with 
'efficient plainness and prevision. 

32. I did not fail to impress upon the King’s 
mind that any infraction ot the Engagement would 
not be overlooked, that this was not a mere form, but 
that it was expected he would perform the conditions 
required of him in good faith and in the real spirit of 
of truth and sincerity. 
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Enclosure 
No. 4. 


•33. 1 had with me the Dutch Treaty which T 

read over to him, and explained all the Articles re- 
lative to our future relations on the Peninsula of 
Malacca and the Island of Sumatra, with which he 
seemed much pleased. 

31. On my departure the Rajah gave me a letter 
to the Rouble, the Governor, the Contents of which 
I was unacquainted with, and I considered if 
preferable to allow him to write as he pleased. 
This letter 1 have opened and now beg to attach a 
translation. 1 have also received a present of 3 Bliar 
of Tin for the Rouble, the Governor to whom the 
Old Chief on parting and shaking me cordially by the 
hand, desired I would present his best compliments, 
and requesting me to explain everything to him. 

35. The Rajah made many enquiries about rho 
King of Kedah and the probability of his restoration. 
On one occasion he abruptly enquired “ When is 1 110 
King of Kedah to be returned to his Country ? " I 
replied, that negotiations were in progress to that end, 
and I was in hopes he would he restored ere long. 
•• 1 will bet,” said he. ‘‘ 5.000 Dollars he is not returned 
in 10 years." Re said the King of Kedah was a 
woman for making so poor a resistance against the 
Siamese. 

30. During the 1 days that the vessels remained 
at Salangore. my people were permitted to go about 
freely, and 1 ascended the Rill on which the Fort is 
situated. I reckoned that there are about 70 to St) 
Guns of all sorts mounted on the great hill, and the 
Batteries on 3 smaller hills below, but they are almost 
all honev combed and unfit for service. The King's 
residence near the point is a most miserable abode for 
Majesty; every thing betokened decay and delapidation. 
The Hills however had been lately cleared of junglo 
and new attap sheds erected ever each of the guns. 
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which makes the batteries present a formidable ap- 
pearance at a distance. It is in my opinion quite 
absurd to suppose that the Siamese fitted out -o large 
a Meet and armament for the purpose ot taking such a 
wretehedlv defended place as Salangore at present is. 

10 or 20 Prows and 500 men. instead of 3<i(» and 
10,000. would have been <|uite sufficient. Most ot 
the turns now mounted would on a single discharge be 
precipitated down the bills, being all placed on the 
edge ot the sloping bank and not one in the Fort. At 
least half of them would burst if fired twice. Captain 
I ’ey nt on put bis thumb into the touch holes ot several. 

37. The King on parting requested me to 
furnish him with Paper to inscribe a Copy of the 
Koran upon, which I promised to do at Penang, and 
lie gave a Commission to my Writer to get a hand- 
some Copy made for which he authorized him going- 
going to an expenee of 100 Dollars. 

38. I quitted Salangore late in the Kvening of 
the 22d and at day light on the morning of the 23d 
ne were opposite the Mouth of the River Berman, 
which appears to be at least 2 miles wide at the 
entrance. We have not fallen in with a single prow 
during the voyage, and observed in Salangore River 
altogether about 25 or 30 small boats which belonged 
to tlie Chiefs and people from the villages up the 
River and on the Coast, who were assembled on the 
occasion of my visit. There were also two long 
Chinese Sanpan Pankats and a Top disposing of Goods 
and taking in Cargoes of Tin. The Vessels are now 
standing up past the Sambilang Islands for the 
Anchorage at Pulo Pankour. from whence I intend 
dispatching a boat up the River to request an inter- 
view with the Rajah of Perak. 

39. I send the Malacca boat with this dispatch, 
and request that she may be returned without delay 
to Pulo Pankour. I expect that this boat will return 
from Penang before my Messenger can possibly do so 
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from I’erak. i am informed that the King is at 
present residing at Beta, a distance of at least 70 or 
80 Miles up the river. 

O', it would, in my opinion, be advisable to 
give notice to the Native traders at Penang, that Rice 
may be exported to Perak. 1 am desirous, if possible, 
of witnessing the removal of Rajah Hassan from 
Sungei Bidor, prior to 1113' return. I shall forthwith 
send him notice of the Engagement entered into 
with the Rajah of Salangore and require his 
immediate departure. 

1 have Ac. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON, 
Political Agent to Salangore and Perak* 

H. C’.’s Schooner Zephyr at Anchor 
between the Island of Pankour 
and the Dindings. The 2Gth 
August 182d. 



TRANSLATION 


of a letter from Sri Paduka, Ademla Sultan Abdullah 
ALa Allum Shall. Kins' of Perak, to Sri Paduka 
Kakanda Sultan Ibrahim Shah, King of Salangore. 

After a profusion of Compliments and Invoca- 
tions to God and the Prophet for the health and 
prosperity of the King ot Salangore, he proceeds — 

With respect to the letter bearing the Chop of 
my Elder Brother, which was sent by Che Ismael, it 
has reached me in safety. What is mentioned con- 
cerning Rajah Kechil Soolong being established at 
Kwala Bidor by tin- Authority of my Elder Brother and 
collecting lb-v-mm-s i , acceded to. A' to tin? Agreement 
or understanding between nn 'elf and tin- Rajah Kechil 
Soolong. it continues the -anio as before. It i> stated 
in i lie letter that tile Revenues are not correctly 
accounted for. On till-- 'iibjeet 1 re« pleat my Elder 
Brother to consider well, these are under the 
management of Rajah Kechil Soolong and whatever 
he gi\es me i receive. A< to the dutie~. i retain MU-h 
}>art of tin-in a> are prescribed in the Engagement 
made with my Elder Brother formerly, which was 
brought b\ tin* Slial tindur, bevond that 1 know 
nothing, lor Rajah Kechil Soolong- lias not given mo 
any further information, and my Elder Brother must 
ot eon me be anpiainted with all the proceedings ot 
Rajah Kechil Soolong in the Perak Count iv. 

A to Mas>aek and the Perak People who are 
indebted to my Elder Brother, and the (bum they are 
all under t lie authority and in the possession of the 
Rajah Kechil Soolong. and the good understanding 
between inland the Rajah Kechil Soolong lias not 
been altered. 
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It' all the people of Perak remove to Kwala Birfoiv 
Kwala Bidor will still be a part of the Perak Country, 
and as to the debts due to my Elder Brother, and 
the guns, I will communicate with Rajah Kecliit 
S oolong, for my Elder Brother seems to look to me 
for them. A part of the debts have been recovered 
by the Rajah Kecliil Sooiong, and the Guns are 
with him. 

As to the Siamese, i have not by any means 
brought them hither, and the object of sending the 
Rajah Iveehil Moadaand Oratig K oya besor to Siam, 
was to on 1? ivonr to prevent the Siamese front 
coming to Perak .at all. 

Moreover with respect t> the Agreement and 
Oath of h lelitv which l have taken and made with 
niv Elder Brother they carnet bo broken, and I will 
adhere to the regulation which was given to me. i 
Imv ■ hithert i adhered to it. and by the blessing of 
God and th • Pr >nhet, wlieth-w it b 3 mv fate to g » 
to heaven or hell. I will continue to do so. ff 1 
donate from it I Mi ill not be entitled to the favor of 
the Aliuigiit'. and his Prophet but shall be cursed, 
and if mv Elder Brother does not adhere t> his part 
.if the Agreement Go 1 and the Prophet will visit 
him with displeasure. As to mv debt to my Elder 
Brother. 1 have no wish t> d my it, and I have 
l e pieste 1 the Rajah Kecliil So .long to settle it. I 
1 1 a ve .riven linn a Memorandum and I shall again 
communicate with Rijah he “oil Soolong on the 
Subject. 

Further with re-pect t> th ' w .rship recom- 
mended to in v Flder Brother. 1 will, with the 
1. losing of the Almighty, while 1 live attend to that, 
tor the practice is prescribed by God and his Pro- 
phet for the observance of all bis disciples and true 
followers: such is my intention. 
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Dated dd. of Dul-Kaida in the Year cf the 
Hijtnrh 1240, on Tuesday, corresponding with the 
24th May 1825. 


/ Chop of 
’ Sultan Abdullah 
ma-Alum Shah 




\ King of Perak. 


A True 'I ranslation 

(Sd.) JOHN - ANDERSON, 
Malay Translator to 
Government. 


The 20th August 1825. 


Note. The King of Perak styles himself 
“ Adenda ” younger Brother, and the King of 
Salangore “ Kakanda " Elder Brother, these being 
polite substitutes for the personal pronoun and 
customary in the correspondence amongst Malay 
Princes. 

The Rajah Keehil Soolong is meant for Tuanku 
Hassan, Nephew of the King of Salangore. 

On perusing the letter of which the foregoing 
is a translation, the deception lately practised bv 
the Siamese is very appaient, in the fabrication of a 
paper purpoiting to be from the Rajah of Perak 
and Chiefs to the Chow Pya of Ligore, which Cap- 
tain Burney brought a Copy of. I do not once 
observe any of those words or expressions in this 
letter to which I objected in tlie other. This is the 
genuine production of the King, and a well 
written letter. There are many Arabic words in it. 


/ 


Signed) J. A. 



L 49 ] 

FORT CORNWALLIS The Sth September 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 103, 
pp. 947-61. 


RA-JAH of SALAXCORE. 


jtajah of saian- TRANSLATION of a letter from Sultan Ibrahim 
sore 30 August Shal j{ a j ;lll 0 f Salangore. to the Ilonble. Robert 
Fullerton Esquire. Governor of P. A . Island — dated 
10th Moharram 1241 — vizt. 26th August 1825. 


After Compliments. 


The letter which was brought by my friend's 
Agent Hr. John Anderson has safely reached me. and 
1 underst md its contents. I replied to the requisition 
of the said Agent to me to deliver up the property of 
Si. -at, that 1 had really never taken it— so far from 
that 1 have never seen either it or Sisat. nor indeed 
the ptoperfy of any Perak people, although 1 did see 
several of their boats founder. I afterwards had a 
meeting with the Rajah of Perak, and having installed 
him on the throne with royal honors deliver over 
possession of that Country to him. lie then entered 
into a treaty with me. where by it was agreed that 
twelve dollars (should be levied) on every Bhar, 
I of tin), and that one half should go to my brother 
the Rajah, of Perak, and the other half to myself; which 
treat v has been ratiiied on both sides in the most 
solemn manner. 


I was loth, as I told my friend's Agent, to enter 
into am discussion on the subject ot the boundary 
between Perak and Salangore. it being known to everv- 

(Thcre is 3 

doubtful expres. [ wa' mi the point ot returning to Salangore, 

sion in this pari 


of the letter.) 


when a messenger from the Rajah of Perak waited on 
me with a request that I would lend him Guns which 
I complied w it h. 


A.- to mv leaving Rajah Ihissan behind it was by 
the King of Perak's desire 1 did so — and moreover he 
(Rajah llas-an) being the latter's father (in law) it 
would be beyond my power to restrain him. Should 
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my friend doubt this statement he can order enquiry 
to be made thereof at Perak, for it is most certain that 
he has married the Mother ot the ltajah s brother. 

My friend's Agent ul.-o stated that several of my 
prahus had gone to Perak, but I request my t rnmd 
will not listen to what people say. Only two small 
boats accompanied my Son who proceeded there with 
the duties. 

It was further asserted by my friend's Agent that 
several Lannoon (pirate) prahus were at Salangoiv. 

1 declare it is no such thing and 1 beg my friend will 
disregard these reports. As his Agent is about t<> 
proceed to Perak, he can ascertain whether there really 
are such numerous boats at that place belonging 
either to myself or the Lannoons. 1 have never yet 
solicited aid from Lannoons. If my friend is well 
disposed towards me. he will make known the author* 
of this report, and whether they be Perak people or 
Siamese I -.hall he able to expose their falsehood. 

I have only further particularly to request of my 
friend, that the treaty now making (or made) between 
his Agent and me, may experience no detriment from 
the influence of another Quarter. [“ This paragraph 
is metaphorically and obscurely expressed in the 
original. "j 

( Signed ) Lb ( ’A U NTliU 

A erg. Malay Translator. 

1>: \Y: Island 
dU August 1825. 



Rajah of Ligore 
2d. September* 
1825. 
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RAJAH of LIGORE. 


TRANSLATION of a letter from the Chow .1 *ya 
of Ligore to the Honble. Robert Fullerton Esquire 
Governor of P. W. Gland — dated Monday Month of 
Moharram. 

After Compliments. 

Having oo-.a-ion for the foil- -wing Articles 1 have 
to request my friend will commission them for me 
from Bengal, wii. ro 1 understand they are procurable 
in abundance. Nine or ten Emeralds all correspond- 
ing about i he. size of the tip of one's linger — Nine or 
ten Rubies to be also alike — and a Couple <>t Sapphires 
similar to tho-r worn by Europeans about their necks 
and arms. Wln-n they arrive 1 beg my friend will be 
so kind as to send them to Kedah, from whence they 
can he forwarded to l.iyoiv. together with a letter in- 
forming me of their oi.r. wliifli 1 will then remit. 

, Si y net I ) R. ( 'A INTER 

Actg. Malay Translator. 

I*. W. Gland 
2d. Sept. 
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UA.iAii of licore. 


Rajah of Llgo»*« 
1 September 
1825 . 


TRANSLATION of a letter from tile ( 'how Pya 
of Litre re to tlie Honoralile Robert Fullerton Es*p‘. 
(loveruor of Piince of Wales Uland dated bth 
Aloliarram 1211 vizt. 27th August 1 62-7>- 

After Compliment'. 

1 beg to make known to my friend that when 
Salang (-1 unkeeylon) was invaded by the ilurmr.-o 
armament several of their people were taken prisoner' 
hv the Siamese forces. The Burmese have been (our) 
enemies from time immemorial, and as rebels to his 
imperial Majesty they (Captives) by the laws of Siam 
were to be sent up to the Capital. Halt of them 
however were taken to Ligore and kept there. (One 
of these) a Rurnie.se named Echin associating himself 
with one Eduang a Siamese stole some Elephants and 
escaped to Penang. 

A Malay also called Arif the Nephew of Sri 
Pekarma Jyah of Pulo Lunkawi, (jointly with his 
Uncle) took up Arms and killed a great many 
Siamese. Sri Pekarma Jyah was himself also slain, 
and Arif made prisoner in the pru.hu in which he 
had engaged and killed the Siamese as aforesaid. 
This traitor to his Imperial Majesty has tied to 
Penang. 1 lmpi niv friend will promote an alliance 
by causing the fugitive offenders against the State 
herein mentioned to be sent hack and in cases of 
oftendeis on the side of the English absconding to 
Siam, 1 will in like manner send them back, con- 
formably to the Treaty concluded with Captain 
I5urn r y. i pray my friend may be disposed to view 
in such reciprocal Acts of friendly accommodation, 
incitements to mutual cordiality and will accordingly 
cause these runaway Culprits to be returned to me. 
It is not my intention when they' come to punish 
their offence but to remand them to their former 
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condition. If my friend send tliem back it will be 
an unequivocal token that the friendship and good 
will he professes for me are sincere and I shall 
acknowledge the same bv a return of equal con- 
fidence and regard. 


i Signed ) R. CAUNTER, 

Actg. Malay Translator. 

P. W. Island 
2d. September 182d. 


ORDERED that a Copy of the above Letter be 
sent to the Superintendent of Police with orders to 
seize the persons alluded to, and to report as far as 
possible on the merits of the ease. 
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RAJAH of LIGORE. 


Rajah of Ligore 
€th September 
1825 . 


TRANSLATION of a letter from the Chow Eva 
of Li gore to the Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire, 
Governor of P. W. Island — dated Friday ISth Mohar- 
ram 1241— vizt. 2d September 1S25. 

As it is my intention to return within the present 
month. I have thought it due to the friendship which 
indissolubly subsists between niv friend and me. to 
make him acquainted therewith. I am now only wait- 
ing the arrival of Kun Aksorn who was sent to pur- 
chase some articles to set cut for Ligore, where I ex- 
pect Captain Burney whom 1 have promised to conduct 
to the Capital : having already forwarded a written 
express to notify my triend’s intention of deputing 
him there. I request my friend will therefore cauar 
my friend Capt. Burney to <et out as agreed on. in 
order that our amicable relations may be established 
on a permament footing. 

Being now on the eve of my departure I wished to 
send my friend some specimen of Siamese manufacture, 
as a token, but not having time. 1 ordered a Teapot to 
he made with which I have directed Dikong to follow 
Kun Aksorn in order to present the same to my friend. 
It is but a trifle, and in point, of value unworthy his 
acceptance, but 1 request, my friend will nevertheless 
receive and keep [ it] as a pledge of our mutual regard, 
which i hope will always continue unimpaired — for 
Kedah and Penang are united by situation. 

Aly two sons whom formerly his Imperial Majesty 
was graciously pleased to direct should reside at Kedah, 
will I trust after my departure he admitted bv my 
friend to the same degree of friendly intimacy as my- 
self. 1 request that all matters of business may be 
communicated to me by letter, which can be forwarded 
from Kedah, to meat Ligore, where l can satisfactorily 
dispose of the same. 
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Beiuy desirous of establishing a friendly under- 
standing- with the Governor General of Bengal, 1 beg 
my friend will have the goodness to forward the 
Articles which 1 sent for him as soon as possible. 

I am now expecting intelligence regarding dir. 
Anderson's Mission to Perak and Salangore. if by any 
means it be possible I would wish my friend to send 
me the desired information by l\un Aksorn, that I 
mat know wlmt lias been done. I trust my friend will 
agreeable to his promise, make Ma li arrangements as 
may tend to the enerease ■•(' mutual good will. 

(Signed) 11. ('Al'XTER 

Actu. Malay Translator. 


P. \V. l-land 

bfh September 182o. 
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Minute by the 
President 
I September 

1825 . 


THE following Minute by the President relative 
to Captain Eurney’s early departure on his Mission 
to Siam is recorded. 

MINUTE BY THE PRESIDENT. 


The unfortunate accident, which happened to 
the Minerva and the consequent return to this port 
with Mr. Maingv, Captain Burney and Mr. Blundell 
has rendered it impossible for Captain Burney now 
to visit the ('oast of Tenasserim as intended without 
losing the season for Siam. It becomes necessary 
therefore that final arrangements should be made 
for his departure to that Capital by Sea. So much 
has already been written on the objects of that 
Mission, it would be useless repetition here to enter 
at length on the subject. As far as the British 
Interests in this quarter are concerned they may he 
abstracted thus: 1st. the restoration of the King 
of Kedah ; 2d. the withdrawal of the Siamese from 
Perak ; 3d. the prevention of further conquests by 
the Siamese over the Malayan States on either side 
of the Peninsula, the consequent maintenance of the 
independence of those States and the exclusion of 
the Siamese power from contact or contiguity with 
the British Settlements in the Straits. Eor all 
other points I refer to Paras. 10 to 13 of the letter 
from the Supreme Government of 13th May 1825 
with the instructions to Captain Burney therein 
enclosed. It seems unnecessary to add to those 
instructions. Under present circumstances the pro- 
bable necessity of the Campaign against Ava, the 
consideration of the many points of discussion 
likely to arise in the Settlement of frontiers and 
actual interchange of Territory with Siam seems 
to point out in strong terms the expediency 
of having a British accredited Agent at the 
Capital of Siam at this juncture so as to afford a 
medium of direct communication with that Court. 
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I propose therefore that the Master Attendant be 
directed in communication with Captain Burney 
to endeavour to engage a Vessel adapted to the 
conveyance of the Mission to Bankok and as the 
application of Captain Burney contained in his ad- 
dress of the seems to come within the scope 

of the Instructions of the Supreme Government I 
propose that Captain McFarquhar, with the escort 
required, be directed to hold themselves in readiness 
to attend him. 

(Signed) 1L FULLERTON. 

1st September 1 82b. 


ORDERED that detailed Instructions, in con- 
formity to the President's Minute, he prepared for 
the guidance of Captain Burney, who, in communi- 
cation with the Master Attendant, will be directed 
to engage a suitable Vessel for the conveyance of 
the Mission. 

ORDERED also that the Commanding Officer 
he addressed relative to the Escort to be attached, 
that the Superintending Surgeon be desired to place 
Mr. Sub Assistant Surgeon Harris in Medical 
charge of the MLsiou, and lastly, that the Military 
Paymaster do disburse upon Abstracts Pay and 
allowances to (lie Detachment employed as an Es- 
cort, up to the 15th Instant. 
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Rajah of Uigore 
4th September 
1825. 


FORT CORNWALLIS The 15th September 1825. 


RAJAH of LIGOUE. 


TRANSLATION of a letter from the Chow Pia 
Ligor to the Honorable the Governor of P. W. 
island, dated Sunday 2<Rh Moharram viz. 4th 
September 1825. 

After Compliments. 

THE Raja of l’erak having written to me to 
say that there is a great scarcity of grain at that 
place, and requested a supply of rice, I beg to ac- 
quaint my friend that F am now preparing t prahus, 
each laden with five Kovans of rice, and manned 
with twentv two hands to send to him These Boats 
are yet at Kedah, and I have ordered Amboon 
Narain to proceed with this Letter and deliver it t> 
Khun Aksorn who will present it to my friend, and 
at the same time request c u-tificates from him 
separately for each Boat, in order that the friendly 
object of their voyage mav he made known. I re- 
quest my friend will expedite the furnishing of these 
Papers and he si) good as to dispatch Amboon 
Narain to Kedah, where he will deliver them to the 
persons who are t > proceed in chirge of the Boats. 
I rely on my friend’s compliance with this request. 

(Signed) RFCHD. C AUNT HR 

Actg. Malay Translator. 


P. W. Island. 

Uth September 1825. 


THE SECRETARY reports that a reply in the 
Negative was forwarded to the Rajah of Ligore. 
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FORT CORN' WALLIS The loth September 1825. 


POLITICAL AGENT to the SIAMESE STATES. 


To 

J-. R, CLP PAGE Enquire 

Acting Secretary to Government 

Sir, 

In replv to your Letter of the 8th Instant, £ 
have to forward enclosed an Account of the further 
Articles required by me in order to complete my 
stock of public presents for the King and Court of 
Siam. The Honble. the Governor in Council is well 
aware that the distribution of Presents at Bangkok 
L the only mode ot securing the services of the 
Officers, and through them r lie attention of the 
Court of Siam. But it will lie my duty to govern 
the distribution of the enclosed List of Articles 
valued at lh>. TVJ'q as well as of the more expensive 
article-, furnished to me at Port William, with due 
care and economy, and aecoring only as the pro- 
spects of success open before me. 

I would bee to suggest that 1 be further 
authorized to provide myself with some appropriate 
present, as a Service of Glass or BO or 10 Stands of 
Muskets, of the value of Two hundred Dollars, to 
offer to the Chow Pya Liang or Foreign Minister 
at Bangkok, in the name of the Rouble, the Gov- 
ernor of this Island. 

I have Ac. Ac. 

(Signed) H. BURNEY 
Pol: Agent. 

P. W. Island 
10th September 1825. 
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ACCOUNT of further Articles required to com- 
plete the Stock of public Presents for the Envoy 
from the Right Honorable the Governor General to 
the Court of Siam. 

For the King of Siam. 


1 Piece of Scarlet Cloth (Superfine) 43. — 
1 Do. of Green Do. Co. . . to. — 

1 Do. of Yellow Do. Do. . . 43. — 

1 Do. of Velvet 2d. — 

1 Do. of Jaconet Muslin 20.— 

t Do. Do. Do 14.— 

1 Do. of Cambric 

1 Do. Do 7. — 

10 Do. of Long ('loth. 3 Cubits 

widen/ 10 Drs. each ... 100. — 

2 Do. of Corded Muslin .a Id 

Drs. each 3l>. — 

1 Corge of Coarse India Cloth dO. — 


Total 474,— 


For the Wang-Na. 

The same as tin- above 47 4. — 


For the Clmw Fya Klang. 


Tin 

e sam 


_ 

171 — 



For the 

C hakri. 


> 

Piece 

cd Scarlet Cloth 


21.— 

i 

Do. 

of Green Do. 


21 .— 

4 

Do. 

of Velvet 


13.— 

q 

Piece 

s of English Mu-din @ Id Drs. 




per piece 

... 

30.— 
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5 Pieces of English Long Cloth (a 

19 Drs. per piece 95: — - 

180.— 

Total 180. — 

For the Kalahom. 

The saint* 180. — 180. — 

* 

For the Inferior Officers and Chiefs. 

An Assortment of Common Ceylon 

Stones and Jewels 500. — 

(3 Watches yn . 25 each 150. — 

40 Pieces of English Chintz m 6^ 

per piece 270 — 

30 Pieces of English Long Cloth 

(n 14 per piece 420.— 

3 Pieces of Aurora Cloth m 25 per 

piece 81. — 

S Dozen of Aniseed t.ej 1 Drs. pei 

Dozen 32. — 

A Case of Handkerchiefs of various 

Patterns 300. — 

Total 1750. — 

1756.— 

Total Spanish Dollars 3538. — 

( Signed ) If. fU'UXHY Captn. 

Pol- Agent. 

P. \Y. I-land 

loth September 1825. 


KKSOLVED. that tlie same he authorized. 
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Political Agent 
to the Siamese 
States 14 th 
September 
1825. 


POLITICAL AGENT to the SIAMESE STATES. 


P. \V. Island. 1 1 tli September 1S25 

To J. R. CUPPAGE Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

1 beg leave to repot t for the information of the 
Honble. the Governor in Council that in communica- 
tion with the Master Attendant. I have engaged the 
English Brig Guardian tor the conveyance of the 
Mission from the Right Honorable the Governor 
General to Siam at 1 <j00 Dollars per Month, and 
enclosed I have to submit one Copy of the Charter 
Party which has b->en duly executed by Captain G. 
Sutherland, the Commander of the Brig, and myself. 

1 beg also ro enclose an Indent for a small supply 
of Stationery : and another for such Medicines as Mr* 
Sub Assistant Surgeon, under t he directions of the 
Superintending Surgeon, desires to provide for the 
use of the Mission. 

With respect to any supply of Cadi, which it may 
be necessary for me to lake with me to Siam, I solicit 
to be guided entirely by the Orders of the Honble. 
tlie Governor in Council. I do not contemplate the 
Charges of the whole of the Mission at Bangkok will 
exceed Three Thousand (3,000) Dollars. 

I have &e. itc. 

(Signed) H. BURNEY 

Pol: Agent. 

RE SO I A ED. that the Indents be passed and that 
an Advance of Two Months be made to the Political 
Agent on Ins Estimate of 3.000 Dollars per Month. 
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Letter to the 
Rajah of Ligore 
dated 10 Sep- 
tember 1825. 


FORT CORNWALLIS The 22 September 1825. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from the Honorable 
the Governor of Prince of Wales Island to the Chow 
Pya ot Ligora dated 10 Septr. 1825. 

After Compliments. 

I have duly received my friends several letters 
under date but have been unable to reply 

to them sooner from a press of public business. 

My friends letter and presents for the Right 
Honorable the Governor General were carefully dis- 
patched to Bengal six days ago by a large ship called 
t he Elizabeth. Captain Burney embarks in a few days 
to proceed to Ligore and Bangkok, and he will li.v 
happy to commission from Bengal the Stones and 
Jewels required by my friend, if my friend will have 
the goodness to give that Officer when they meet a 
more particular description of these things. 

1 am much obliged to my friend for his very hand- 
some token of friendship, the Silver ornamental Kettle 
which he has sent to me. 1 am very anxious that a 
cordial good understanding should subsist between my 
friend and myself, and that through our means the 
English and Siamese should be as one Nation. Let 
my friend ask Khun Ak'orn whether he and all his 
attendants have not leccivcd every kindness and favor 
since they have been at Penang, and whether they 
have not been allowed to go whithersoever they 
pleased, and to buy and >ell with as much case and 
freedom as the oldest inhabitants of Penang. All the 
English require from the Siamese, and 1 from my friend 
is. that in the. Siamese Countries the same freedom 
ot trade and intercourse may be afforded to Brit ish 
Subjects as that which Khun Aksorn and every other 
Siamese receive at Penang. Let my friend be assured 
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of my continued desire to cultivate amicable relations 
with him. and with all whom he may leave after him at 
Kedah. I shall entrust to Captain Burney's charge to 
deliver to my friend at Li gore, a suitable return for the 
friendly token which he has sent to me. 

With respect to my friend's last letter, notifying 
his desire to send some Boats laden with Rice to Perak - 
1 would recommend my friend not to think of sending 
any Boats to that. Country, until all the Pirate 4 and 
wicked men are driven away from it. Mr. Anderson 
has not yet returned from his Mission, but Captain 
Burney will take to my friend at Li gore a full account- 
of all that the Knglish mav do at Perak and Salangore. 
in fulfilment ot the Agreement with my friend. When- 
ever the Rajah ot Perak is liberated from the thraldom 
of Rajah Hassan and replaced in the (Iovernment of 
his own Country, i will send word to my friend's son 
at Kedah, and engage to order one of the Knglish 
Cramers to give safe convoy to such of my friend’s 
Boats as may be appointed to visit Perak. Let un- 
friend be under no uneasiness with respect to the 
scarcity ot Rice at Perak. Mr. Anderson has taken 
grain with him, and' the moment the Sulangore people 
leave Perak, the Native traders of Penang will carry 
abundance ol Crain to that Country. I am now an- 
xious only that mv friend will return to Ligore as soon 
as possible and be ready to accompany Captain Burner 
to Bangkok before the adverse inonsOon sets in. 

C onoerning the offenders mentioned in one of mv 
friend s letters, 1 understand from Khun Aksorn that 
two of them have returned to Kedah. As to the other. 
Aril. F have given outers to the Police to search for 
and apprehend him, and will communicate to mv friend 
hereafter the result. With respect to the Muskets un- 
friend is desirous ot purchasing, it is proper to acquaint 
my friend that the British (Iovernment does not permit 
the Trading in i ire Arms, as such would enable Pirates 
and other bad persons to possess themselves of these 
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Articles, but as a mark of particular favor to my friend, 
I have, in compliance with his request allowed Khun 
Aksorn to procure thirty. 

( Signed } K. t’ALTNTEK. 

Acting Malay Translator. 


N. P». After this letter had been closed and 
delivered to Khun Aksorn, it was thought advisable to 
send with it some small present in return for the 
Kettle, or rather as a token ot friendship and good will. 
One of the \ alue of <>-"> Dollars was accordingly pro- 
cured. and delivered to the Envoy for the Chow Pva in 
the name of the Honorable the Governor. 


( Signed ) U. CACXTEli. 
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 22 September 1825. 

Records, _ 

Straits Settle- 
merits, Vol. 103, 
pp. 1058-1133. 

READ the following letter from the President to 
the Pi ah Klang at Bangkok. 

TO THE I ’RAH KLANG at BANGKOK. 


To the PraH 
Kiang at 
Bangkok. 


LETTER addressed by the Honorable Robert 
Fullerton Esqr. Governor of Prince of Wales Island to 
rhe Chow Pya Klang or Foreign Minister at Bangkok. 


Prince of Wales Island 
20 September 1825. 


TH E Governor of Prince of Wales Lland has much 
pleasure in acquainting the Chow Pya Klang. that 
the Right Honorable the Governor General of British 
India, has deputed Captain Henry Burney as his Envoy 
to the King ot Siam, for the purpose of tendering to 
Hi- Majp'ty the eangratnlations of the British Govern- 
ment on his accession to the ancient and distinguished 
Throne of his Anee-tors. and for the purpose of 
affording to His .Majesty and his Ministers every 
explanation regarding the War in which the British 
Nation is now engaged with the Burmese, the old anil 
inveterate enemies of the Siamese. The English Nation 
desires to preserve the most intimate friendly relations 
with the Siamese, and the Governor of Prince of Wales 
Island, under whose charge the Provinces of Tavoy 
and Mergui. which have lately been conquered by the. 
British from the King of Ava. aie now placed, has 
given especial directions to all British Officers in that 
quarter, and to Mr. Maingy the Chief Officer, to re- 
spect the lives and property of all Siamese Subjects, 
and to open the most amicable intercourse, and a free 
trade w ith the, contiguous Siamese Governments. The 
Governor of Prince of Wales Island proposes himself in 
a lew weeks to proceed to Tavoy and Mergui, and to 
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make arrangements for settling any disputes that may 
have occurred between the British and Siamese 
officers, and for preventing the recurrence of such 
things. 

The Chow Pya Klang will learn from the Chow 
Pya of Ligore, that he has concluded a Preliminary 
Agreement with Captain Henry Burney, !>v which 
all discussions between the Covernment of Prince of 
Wales Island and the Chow Pya of Ligore respecting 
the Country of Kedah are put in a course of ad just- 
ment, mutually beneficial to the English and Siamese. 
The English Covernment seeks no accession of ter- 
ritory or power, and invites tin' Court of Siam only to 
join with it in cementing a lasting friendship, and in 
establishing free and unrestricted intercourse between 
their respective people. 

On the Mibject fit" Kedah. as well as on the means 
<>t opening a tiio-t advantageous trade between the- 
English and Siamese Countries, Captain Burney has 
ticen authorized by the Bight Honorable the Coventor 
Ceneral to di-eiiss and forward to Bengal, any propo- 
sition which the wisdom and good smi'C of the Pya 
Klang may suggest to him. If there is any matter 
in which the Cov,ernor of Prince of Wales Island may 
»crve the Pya Klang in this (piarter. the Coventor 
begs tlie Pya Klang will let him know : and in the 
mean time Captain Burney, whom the Coventor of 
Prince ot Wales LI and recommends to tile kind atten- 
tion ot tile P\a Klang, wil. have the honor to otter some 
piesent' in the name ot the Covornor ot Prince of 
Wales Llaiid to the Chow Pya Klang. 
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To the Rajahs 
of Tringano, 
Kalantan, 

Ac., Ac. 


Poll. Agent to 
the Siamese 
States. 


READ the following [setter from the 1 ’resident to V 

the Rajahs of Tringano, Kalantan &r. &c. 

LETTER addressed by the Honorable It. Fullerton 
Esquire. Governor of l’rinee of Wales Island, 'fo the 
HAJAHS of TRINGANO and KALANTAN and 
EYAS of FT'NGAH. CHAIVA. CHLMI’OHl'N and 
PITH PERL and CHOW FVA of UACHFFR1. 


Piinee ot Wales Island 
2f> Septr. 182-3. 

I have to acquaint my friend that Captain llenr;. 
Burney is proceeding to .Bangkok as an Envoy to tlm 
King of Siam from the Right Honorable the Governor 
General of British India. 

Captain Burney may have an opportunity of 
stopping at my friend’s place of residence, and of 
assuring him of my friendly regard and cordial good 
wishes: and I therefore furnish Captain Burney with 
this letter, in order that my friend may see and 
converse with that Officer, and state to him any 
matters which my friend may desire me to know, so 
that the friendship and good will which now subsist 
between my triend and the British Government may 
receive enerea.se and stability. 


HEAD a letter from the Political Agent to the 
Siamese States, intimating his intention of sailing on 

r* o 

the 21: Instant. 



Poll. Agent to 
Perak and Satan* 
«ore 18 Septem- 
ber 1825. 
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POIJ.. AGENT to PERAK and SAEANGORE. 


To 

THE ACTING SECRETARY to Government. 

Sir. 

1 have the honor to submit enclosed tor the in- 
formation of the Honble. the Governor in Council, 
Translation of a letter to my address received this day 
from the King of Salangove. The hearer of the letter 
informed me that ten small Prows accompanied him 
from Salangore to Perak, and that several Chiefs had 
been sent tip to convey the Guns in charge of Rajah 
II assan at K walla llidor to Salangore. 

1 have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 
Poll. Agent to Perak 
and Salangore. 

Penang 
IS Sepr. 1820 
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From the Rajah 
of Salangore to 
Mr. John 
Anderson. 


Translation 

of a letter from Paduka Sri Sultan Ibrahim, King ot" 
Salangore, to Mr. John Anderson. 

After Compliments. 

May my friend be informed that some delay has 
taken place with respect to the Engagement enter e<l 
into between us. in consequence of my being some- 
what indisposed. As to the debts due to me by the 
King of Perak. I beg my friend will demand the pay- 
ment of them : other persons who were indebted to 
me in Perak inform me they have paid the amount to 
the King. If my friend does not --ettle this 1 must go 
and demand them myself: for 1 made known this to 
my friend : but as lie was about to proceed himself, 
he objected to my going. The Statement of my debts- 
is with the King of Perak, and my friend may 
examine the Account. 

Moreover, with respect to lVrak. I have restored 
it to the King: there was, however, an engagement 
that I should receive (> Dts. or half the Duty of 12 
Ill's, per Bahai- on Tin : Mich was the engagement 
known to white people as well as black. I also 
proclaimed him King. let my friend examine the. 
Engagement. 

I send this letter by See Sarnon. who in the 
event of my friend having quitted Perak anil returned 
to Pulo Penang, will convey it to him, in order that 
I may not he supposed to have failed in my Engage- 
ment. 

Dated on the 27th of Moharrum 1211, Saturday* 
or 10th September 1825. 

A True Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to (Jovt. 

Penang 

18: Septr. 1825. 



Poll. Agent to 
Perak and Salan< 
gore 15 Septem- 
ber 1825. 


Enclosure I. 
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To 

The ACTING SECRETARY to GOVERN M EXT. 

.Sir, 

Para. l~t. In continuation ot‘ my letter of the 
2Gth Ultimo I have now the honor to submit for tins 
information of the Honble. the Governor in Council, 
A report of my proceedings and negotiations at Perak. 

2d. The boat which l sent with my dispatch 
above-mentioned, having returned to 1’ulo Pankour on 
Thursday morning tlv j 1st Lustt., and my Messenger 
from Perak in the Afternoon of the same day. I lost 
no time in making the necessary preparations for 
proceeding up the River. My writer was about eight 
days being obliged to ascend the River to Rota, where 
the King was residing, a distance of upwards of PIP 
Miles according to Forrest's scale. He brought me a 
reply from the King and was accompanied by the 
Siiabun-W with a larg* boat, manned by Chinese and 
pulling 20 Oars: with 3 Prahus sent down for my 
accommodation. Having myself embarked on board 
the Schooner William Money and distributed a party 
of 22 Soldiers and provisions amongst the other boats, 
we (putted the anchorage of Pulo Pankour at Midnight, 
and running along the Coast, entered the. Perak 
River at day light on the 2d ln>tt. : near the entrance 
we fell in with five small prahus having on board the 
King’s Brother Rajah Abdullah. Rajah Keehil Tangah, 
the Sultan Mooda Lvxamana and other Chiefs who 
came down to meet me and as-ist in towing mv boat, 
up the river. These Chiefs brought me presents of 
poultry, truit &<•., and welcomed my arrival with the 
gieatest cordiality. 

3. During the passage up our fleet was gradually 
increased by the arrival of several other Chiefs i* 
small prahus. and my boat being towed by three or 
four at a time, rendered the passage up the river more 
expeditious than I experienced on a former occasion 
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without such friendly assistance. Early in the morn- 
ing of the 3d. we arrived close to the residence ot 
of Rajah Hassan at Kwala Bidor, situated at the junc- 
tion of that river with the l’erak. where we weiv 
saluted by a great many discharges of guns, swivels &e. 
from the stockade of that Chief and the China Captain 
or Chief ot a party ot about 2U0 Chinese who reside at 
a village on the opposite side of the Bidor river. These 
salutes l returned from Swivels on board my two boats. 

1. Rajah H assan having expressed a great desire 
to see me and the tide being unfavorable for proceeding 
further, i landed and paid that Chief a visit. 1 candidly 
explained to him the objects of my mission as regarded 
himself and urged him to prepare to leave the Country 
without unnecessary delay. He appeared almost over- 
powered with distress and wounded pride, but seemed 
to recover composure and cheerfulness after some ex- 
planations which 1 gave him. He called me into a 
**mall back apartment where he said he was anxious to 
have a little private conversation. This room was filled 
with spears Muskets. Blunderbusses &e. His object 
was perhaps to impress me with an idea oi his means 
in the way of arms and to prevent his Attendants in 
the Hall, where he received me, hearing anv observa- 
tions which I might have occasion to make, hurtful to' 
his pride. 

He informed me he had not received any orders or 
communication whatever from the King of Sal an gore 
on the Subject of his rem >val and that he was at a loss 
to know how to act, that he might be blamed if 
lie quitted the place without the King's ciders &ca. 
I learnt however from another source that a prow had 
arrived from Salangore the morning before and brought 
intimation that the King’s Son Rajah Doula, was 
coming up, as stated in His Majesty’s letter to the 
Honble. the Governor and this intelligence was con- 
firmed by our falling in with Rajah Doula's two prows 
in the night of the Stli Instt. proceeding up the river, 
as we were descending. 
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5. After a conference of about half au hour I 
took my leave of Rajah Hassan, informing him. that as 
1 had no doubt he would receive orders from the King 
cf iSalangore. prior to my return down the river, I 
should expect to see him nearly ready to depart when 
1 descended. The China Captain and others brought 
me off small presents of poultry &ca., which I repaid by 
some small return. Leaving Kwala Bidor a little 
after noon, we reached Rantau Panjang late in the 
evening of Saturday the 3d. where I learnt that the 
King had descended the River from Bota to meet me 
and was at Sungie Trus. about 6 or 7 miles further up. 
Here I was again saluted by the China Captain of 
Rantau Panjang.. The whole Chinese population was 
until about a year ago under one head, a division 
however took place, anil a regular engagement between 
the two parties in which 4 or 5 were killed and many 
wounded; a tier which they separated and the former 
Captain established himself at Kwala Bidor. 

(i. On the morning of the kh 1 proceeded up 
the river in a small prow with the Sultan Mood a and 
the other Chiefs, accompanied by my escort and 
attendants, distributed in other small covered boats 
to the number ot 15 or lb which were propelled 
by long poles, the current being rapid and the 
stream shallow about Rantau Panjang. At noon we 
came in sight of the King's tiotilla consisting of 
about from 2.1 to 3i> small prows lying opposite a large 
temporary Balei or Hall, which he had erected to 
receive me in. As soon as my boat reached the shore 
a large party of the King’s attendants, carrying Um- 
brellas, spears &ea. with a Chief bearing a Salver, came 
down to receive the letter from the Rouble, the Covern- 
or. The party then formed a Si reel on each Side and 
l was preceded by a baud ot Music, with a Chief 
bearing the letter and attended by the principal Chiefs 
walking behind me. The whole was conducted with 
great regularity : My Escort also formed a Street 
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close to the entrance of the Balei at the floor ot which 
the King met me and gave me a cordial reception. 

It is impossible for me to express the degree ot joy 
and I may say enthusiasm with which my arrival was 
welcomed bv all classes, and the friendly and hospit- 
able attentions continued till the last. 1 was saluted 
on arrival and departure. 

7. It being Sunday and the time not being 
particularly pressing. I proposed that we should defer 
the discussion of business till the following day, which 
the King readily assented to. and promised to come 
down at an early hour the next morning to meet me at 
Kan tan Panjang. We had however a long conversation 
and the King often adverted to his great respect for 
the English and his anxiety to conciliate the Penang 
Government by every possible means, referred to my 
former visit as Commercial Agent and our acquaintance 
when he. was Heir apparent and asked me why we did 
not prosecute the trade in tin, which, from the great 
rise in price, of late years, would have proved so 
advantageous. He also made frequent reference to the 
solicitations of his father for British interference. Ln 
the afternoon 1 returned to Kantati Panjang. 

8. On the nth. the King agreeably to appoint- 
ment. descended the river and J was en traced all that 
day in discussing the several points, in obtaining an 
engagement, and during the following day and part ot 
the 7th in collecting farther information from him 
relative to the proceedings of the Siamese, the state of 
his country, his views and feeling- ; and I shall now 
proceed to give, as well as 1 am able, a connected 
narrative of the most important information which L 
obtained. 

0. As soon as the King had perused the letter from 
the Honble. the Governor, with which he expressed 
the greatest satisfaction, he voluntarily informed 
me that he had been apprized by the Chow Piya of 
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Ligore of iny intended Mission and had a few days 
before received a large dispatch overland upon the 
subject. He then called his writer to bring the 
dispatch, which he handed to me for my perusal 
and he permitted me to retain the letters (3 in 
Enclosures Nos. number) till the following morning. In the interval 
2, 3 and 4 . my Clerk made correct Copies of them and I have 
the honor to submit translations of them herewith. 
Any remarks of mine upon the Style of these letters 
and the cunning and duplicity of the Chow Piya 
of Ligore may perhaps be wholly unnecessary. The 
letters speak for themselves. The King candidly 
owned he bad been kept in a constant state of 
dread and apprehension from the ambitious and 
aggrandizing spirit of the Siamese and that weak- 
ness and an inability to make effectual resistance 
had compelled him to acknowledge a submission 
which was not sincere. He added " my brother and 
•• Chiefs are still at (jtiedah. I am very anxious- 
about their return and fear the Siamese may injure 
'• them, if I do not comply with their wishes.” The 
paper enclosed by the Chow Piya to the King pur- 
porting to be a Copy of the letter from the Honhle. 
the Governor proves to be a copy of the rough 
draft of my commission, which I desired my writer 
to prepare, prior to my departure, and which not 
pleasing me was put aside in his desk. It now 
appears that Cli Q I - tarn, the Chow Piya's intelligen- 
cer, was at the Office on the day it was written ; my 
clerk missed the paper, but considered it of no con- 
sequence and lie is now fully convinced as I am. that 
Ktam stole it from bis desk.* I beg to attach a 
Enclosure no. 5. literal translation of it. It does not differ very 


* Since writing this, Ktam who was on the point, of 
returning to Kedah, from which place he lately came, 
with the Envoys, upon being taxed with this Act this 
morning, fell at the feet of my writer, confessed the 
fact and implored pardon. 
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materially from the approved commission which was 
afterwards written. 

10. As to the presentation of the Buongha Mas 
— he said that was a matter in which he would he 
guided solely bv the wishes of the British Govern- 
ment. He would be so much the better pleased to 
be relieved entirely from the Siamese control, if pos- 
sible : but if peace could be preserved by presenting 
the Gold and Silver Flower, he was ready to conform 
to the wishes of the Government He informed me 
that it had been presented only twice by Perak, and 
reminded me that it was he who ?o long opposed com- 
pliance with tli e ceremony till the country was over- 
come by Qued.ih in ISIS. The King gave me the 
following information, in t he presence of all his 
Chiefs, relative to the presentation of the Boungha 
Mas. He said that prior to a demand being suddenly 
made by Fed, la in the name of Siam about the year 
lSlo or 181<>, Perak had never presented the Boongak 
Mas nor was any demand made for it. They had done 
nothing to provoke the Siamese and were in no way 
tributary to that nation. A compliance with the 
ceremony was long rrsi.-ted, but they were overcome 
by the superior na ans of Quedah. The Old King, his 
father, died soon after the Country was overcome. As 
resistance was useless and he was desirous to preserve 
p'mee. he had sent the Boungha Mas twice. This 
“ Buongha Mas dan Perak ” is a representation of a 
small tree made of gold and silver tilagree. The 
quantity of gold required is 4 Buncals, which costs 
there SI) Dollars, and eight dollais weight of silver. 
Four ornamented spears are also sent, and some 
pre-cut,; of scarlet and white cloth Aca. purchased 
at Penang likewise accompany it. The whole ex- 
pence dues not exceed 1,000 Spanish Dollars and 
the ceremony is triennial, thus making an average 
annual exponce of Spanish Dollars dd,. As far 
as regards expence tlierefoie, lie said, the ceremony 
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was immaterial, and lie would gladly pay more to be 
relieved from any fnrther interference. 

11. With respect to the armament proposed to 
be sent to berate for the purpose of attaching Salan- 
gore, the King said that the arrival of 1 00<* 
Siamese, much less 3 500 as mentioned, would bring 
total ruin upon the Country and such had of late 
been the tesror of the Ryots that many of them 
were prepared to quit the country with their families 
the moment they heard of the approach of the 
Siamese; that they were afraid to plant paddy, as 
tliev had no expectation of reaping it, and that con- 
sequently the measures lately adopted by the British 
Government for preventing a Siamese force proceed- 
ing to Perak were most satisfactory to him. lie 
remarked that it was true a friendly understanding 
had f< nrerly | existed, tut in ] consequence of these 
ticulles, the Sons if the King Yizt. the Rajah 
Mouda and Doula and his nephew Rajah Bassan 
had teen gradually assuming more power than they 
should, which they were enabled to do, from the 
weak and defenceless state of the Country. 

12. 1 put some questions to the King about 

the letters which the l how I'iya of Ligore sent 
to Penang professing to he from him and hearing 
It s (hop. 1 remarked upon the difference of style 
of these letters and the many expressions which 
were not only different from those used by Malays 
but almi st unknown to them. The King said what 
1 obseived was very tine, that all the expressions to 
which 1 had objected weie not his, that he piermitted 
his Chop to he put to the letters which were written 
by a (juedali Malay a renegade low born wretch whom 
1 saw, formetly named Kara Alma (now dignihed 
with the title of Tuanko Raja Malta Mantri by the 
Siamese; who is in the interest of the Chow Piya 
for the time being, as he would be in any other for 
a -very trifling consideration. The King whispered 



to me lie was afraid of tlie Siamese ami that this 
inan (pointing 1 to him) had been instructed to write 
in this Style and to make representations by Che 
Hat the Confidential Interpreter of the Chow Piya. 

I called the man forward and in the presence of all 
the Chiefs I made mv observations and stated the 
grounds upon which 1 had pronounced the paper 
(Copj'of which I carried with me) to be a fabrication. 
The man himself, as well as all present, admitted 
the truth and justice of my observations. 

Id. I next adverted to the gi eat exaggeration 
in that paper concerning the number of prahus with 
which the King of Saiangore's sons had lately 
entered the river. They all admitted that there had 
never been more than 5 of a very small size and that 
the professed object of the Rajah Mooda’s visit 
was to piy some duties e dlected by Rajah Hassan 
to the King. The King however said he was afraid 
of Rajah Mood a, who is certainly a very had 
character, and he would not give him a meeting. 
The King of Salan gore's sous therefore returned 
without molesting him or the Ryots farther. 

14. Concerning the piratical fleet which was 
assembled a short time since in the neighbourhood 
<>f the Sam b i la ng Islands and Fankour, the people 
of Perak informed me that they came from Rhio 
and Limgin and the neighbourhood ut Singapore ; 
that they are the same marauders who have for 
many years past come up tlm straits at certain sea- 
sons of the year and committed depredations be- 
tween Malacca and Penang. Their favorite places 
of resort are Pula Pankour and the Straits of Colons. 
None of these Prahus had entered the Perak river. 
I he names of some of the piratical Panglimas were 
mentioned to me. Tlmy had captured 2 Perak 
prahus laden with rattans for this place ; one or two 
of the crew having escaped, described them. All 
agreed in saying that Rajah Hassan had only a 
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few small prahus belonging to him and that those 
of Salangore were of the smallest size. I have rea- 
son to believe the Rliio boats were connected with 
Salangore and were prepared to oppose the Siamese, 
although the}’ made no scruple of attacking any 
vessel they were capable of mastering, as they have 
been in the habit of doing for many years past. 

15. The King repeatedly urged me to remain in 
me Country and establish a factory. lie mid lie would 
give np his whole Country to the English, granting 
him only a .-mall allowance to maintain him-elt. He. 
.-ays he does not like the care- and troubles of Covern- 
ment. and that he would willingly resign all to their 
management, that lie had no de-ire to amass money, 
tw he had no security in keeping it, and that lie was 
chiefly de-irons of confining him-eif to the performance, 
of his religious duties. He adverted also to the great, 
profits which tile Dutch formerly derived by the tin 
trade, when they had a tVtory at, Perak, and said 
that Perak could never be tranquil without the 
superintending control of an European Government. 

1 (5. In consequence of the troubles of late years, 
the King had not been at Uantau Panjang ( where 
be formerly resided) for two years and upwards. 
He had never, although about h> years of age, seen 
the sea, and his Cousin Rajah Kechil Tangali, and 
Brother Rajah Abdullah, both grown up men, hud 
never seen the sea, or descended the river so far fid 
they met me. In fact the navigation of the river 
lias of late been shut up entirely to the inhabitants 
<if the interior who were afraid to go down until my 
arrival gave them confidence. 

17. 'Phe account which I received at Salangore 
of the flight of Clio Hat from Perak about 2A years 
ago and the seizure of the 10 Siamese prows was 
corroborated in a very great degree by some of the 
most intelligent Chiefs of Perak. The following is 
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a literal transcript of a written Statement of all the 
circumstances as delivered to me by two of them. 
Shortly after the Conquest of Quedah the Chow 
Piya of Ligore sent a letter to the King of Perak, 
demanding the Bcongha Mas ; the Rajah Bendahra 
(lately dead) and several of the principal Chiefs 
thought it prudent to comply, but Rajah Ahmed 
(a chief from Siaek long residing at Perak and since 
dead) and who had a powerful party of subordinate 
Chiefs to hack him. objected upon the grounds that 
Perak had nothing to do with the Siamese, that the 
country had been overcome by Quedah and that as 
the King of Quedah was at Penang, it would be 
proper to convey the Boongha Mas to him. The 
Bajah Bandahra’s party however pi evailed and that 
Chief proceeded across the Country with the Boongha 
Mas, which he presented to the Chow Piya of 
(* sic. words Ligore*' mutual animosity between Rajah Ahmed 
omitted here . ) all ,\ tiro Bajah Bendahra. 

? which produced. 

1*. A\ lien tlie K;ijuh Beiulalira returned to 
Perak* lie was accompanied bv some Siamese, t lit* 
Chief named Aiming Tait and t lie Hat, a native of 
Calantan. long in the confidence of the Chow Piya. 
Upon their arrival they commenced a general plun- 
der and seized effects of all the Chiefs who had 
opposed the presentation of t lie Boongha Mas. 
These Chief were Bajah Ahmed Nackoda Mahomed, 
DatuSri Diva Rajah, Che Marasin, Che Mapak, and 
Che Paudah Ihrahim, to tin 1 amount of upwards of 
lu,0(M Dollars. ( he Hat established himself as the 
Agent and representative ot the (.’how Piva of 
Ligore and in his name committed the most shame- 
ful extortion and practised tin* most revolting bar- 
barities. The King was under the greatest influence 
of terror from this worthless ruffian. His will for 
a time was law. lie claimed every thing lie could 
lay his hands on and having collected a large booty, 
was preparing to return to Quedali with the spoils. 
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19. I pause here to narrate one of the many 
instances of the savage ferocity of Che Hat. During 
his passage from hence to Perak (for he was on that 
occasion, it will be remembered, permitted to pass 
through this harbour), he fell in with a small prow 
belonging to the son of a late wealthy native mer- 
chant of this island at Trong, from whom he pur- 
chased rice to the value of 75 Dollars, desiring the 
young man to follow him to Perak where he would 
receive the amount. He did so, but upon demand- 
ing the money he was seized and bound and in the 
dead of night he was cast into the river and 
perished, his mouth being previously stuffed by Che 
Hat’s orders with cloth to prevent his screams being 
heard. This fact is well known at Ferak, and by 
several respectable inhabitants of Penang. 

20. During Che Hat’s stay of six or seven months 
at Perak, N.ickoda Mahomed, one of tire persons 
before named, who had been plundered of some 
property by the Siamese, contrived to play the 
hypocrite and ingratiate himself with Che Hat. He 
gave him his daughter for a Wife and resided in the 
same Stockade, pretending the greatest attachment 
and submission. When all the booty had been 
embarked on board the pralius, he by the consent 
and connivance of several of the Chiefs clandestinely 
sent Xacko.br Palla to Salangore to invite the Kino- 

O 

and Chiefs of that Country to come up and attack 
the Siamese, llajah Ahmed also went to Salangore 
and the King was led to expect by these Chiefs he 
would himself soon be attacked by the Siamese. It 
is generally understood also that the whole of the 
Chiefs of the I'erak Country were concerned in this 
affair. The above named were the ostensible prime 
movers. I know that the aid of the King of Salan- 
gore was earnestly solicited although a more explicit 
avowal at present might be attended with danger to 
those making the disclosure. 
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21. The Rajah Mooda of S.ilangore, it appears 
lost no time in proceeding to Perak and reached 
Kwala Bidor. ('lie Hat was at this time posted on 
a small Island called Pnlo Kichil about lb Miles 
higher up the river. Some skirmishing took place 
between the people of Sahmgore and those of Perak, 
who were, or pretended to be in the interest of the 
Siamese, or who were afraid of their vengeance. 
Xackoda Mahomed worked upon ('lie Hat's fears 
and as a near relative, urgel him to seek safety by 
flight. He lost no time in doing s > with all his 
Siamese and a greater part of the Malay followers, 
taking his Wife with him. 


22. After he Ip. 1 proceeded about half the 
journey across the Country to Quedah. lie was over- 
taken by his relative Xac-koda Mahomed, who pointed 
out the great inconvenience of carrying a female with 
him. and begged him to let her remain in his charge 
until all was settled. Prior to following Che Hat, 
however, this crafty Chief had with the aid of the 
Rajah Bindahara. Mahomed Saha, Etam Ainnien and 
Kauda Ahmed, with their respective followers, seized 
upon and appropriated to their own use the greater 
part of the Tin and the eff-cts left in the Siamese prows, 
aud the remainder, a small portion, fell into the hands 
of the Rajah Mooda of Sahuigors and his followers. 
The Wife of Che Hat was soon after married to a Perak 
Chief and Xackoda Mahomed was said to be possessed 
of about 3.0UO Dollars as his share of the spoil, and is 
now in confidential employ as an envoy between tlio 
Chow Piya and the King. An inference may be drawn 
as to the real disposition of the King from this very 
fact, he is not ignorant of the part played by Xackoda 
Mahomed. 

23. The Siamese having been driven out. the 
Rajah of Salangore proclaimed the King of Perak and 
invested him with royal authority in conformity to an 
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ancient treaty existing between tlie two states ami ail 
engagement was entered into that lie should receive 
half the duty on all Tin as a reimbursement for the 
expenees attending his giving protection to the King. 
Rajah Hassan was appointed as the Collector of the 
revenues at Ivwala Bidor by mutual consent. The 
King of Perak glad to be relieved of the Siamese at 
the moment, the more readily assented to this last 
arrangement and a good understanding subsisted for 
Mime time. He married the King’s Aunt ; who now- 
lives separate from him at Rautau Panjang. The 
irregular payment of tho duties anl their reduced 
amount, a dehre of the part of Rajah Hassan to mono- 
polize the commerce, his interference with traders and 
the Ryots, and other restrictive measures have render- 
ed him unpopular amongst the people and obnoxious 
to the Kino-, and hw Majesty is now equally anxious to 
get rid of the interference of Salangore as he is of the 
Siamese. 

24. Perhaps when he first assented to the 
establishment of Hassan, the King regarded the 
alternative as the least of two evils which he was 
forced to make a choice of, the [?and] expected 
more consideration from one of his nation and 
religion than from the Siamese, The Malays as 
well as the Siamese however do not comprehend the 
principles which should actuate a protecting power. 
The right of protective interference is too often 
made a plea for oppression. 

2-5. About five or six months ago a Siamese 
Chief named Xai Kct and a Malay Chief named 
Maharaja-lelu, with about 304 Malay followers 
proceeded to Perak and remained a short time. N'ai 
Kot returned about six weeks ago to Quedah, and 
there was not a single Siamese in the Perak country 
when I was there, although Captain Burney states 
he was informed there were about 15 or 20 Siamese 
with the Rajah of Perak. By the late arrange- 
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merits the King earnestly hopes that the Siamese 
will be prevented from interfering in the Govern- 
ment of his Country. It is clear however, the Chow 
Pija, of Ligore. from the tenor of his letter, medit- 
ates an infraction of his treaty, and sending some 
of his Chiefs to assist in the Government. Were 
he permitted to do this, his treaty would prove a 
downright imposition and we should thus have been 
made his Agents in expelling iiijali Hassan and 
tying the hands of the King of Salangore, thereby 
in fact, affording him assistance in attaining the 
object lie has so long aimed at Yizt. an entire 
control over Perak. I am sure it is needless tor me 
to dwell upon the manifest expediency of preventing 
the Chow Piya from exercising any control what- 
ever. The King and people of Fera« will repay with 
gratitude our interference, and the commerce of the 
country will soon make compensation for the expences 
unavoidably sustained while we shall confer addi- 
tional security on our more easterly settlements, 
which would require a large additional force if the 
.Siamese are permitted to ome in contact with them. 

2 ib With the di-po-ition on the part of the 
King and Chiefs which 1 have before described, it re- 
quired m> arguments of much weight from me. to 
induce him re id.ly to a-wnt to make an engagement as 
was pointed out in my instruction-:, for the purpose of 
obviating any pr< text on the part, of the Chow Piya of 
Ligore tor disturbing hi-. Country. It seemed to me 
to be mve—ary to obtain from tile Uajah a formal 
engagement re. ogni/.itig the e-tablislu-d boundary, 
agreeing to the n-moval of Uajah Hassan and stipula- 
ting for tV'."lom of trado and throwing open the 
navigation of nil tin* rivers within hi- Kingdom. To 
that engagement, which was drafted in Mala\, and of 
Sociosure No. c. wpiGi a correct translation is attached. I beg to refer. 

I con-idei’ed it preferable not to insert tile engagement 
relative to the transmission of the ISoonglia Mas, but 
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recommended the Rajah to allude to this in his letter 
No- 7 - to the Honble. the Governor which is equally binding 

and leaves it optional with Government to exact the 
performance of this or not as may appear to be 
advisable and just, after an attentive consideration of 
all circumstances. This arrangement leaves the Gov- 
ernment free to act as may be deemed best. 

27. It will I trust be noticed with satisfaction 
by Government, that the duty on Tin has been reduced 
by the voluntary consent of the King, exactly one half. 
The collection of the duties is now entrusted to the 
Shabundar as it formerly was, and as a proof of a 
cordial understanding on this head, it may be only 
necessary to mention that I saw the duties paid on a 
quantity exported on 3 Prows which accompanied me 
up from Perak. Rajah Hassan was fully satisfied with 
this arrangement and it was in fact an intimate friend 
of his who owned the Tin and paid the duty to the 
King. The navigation of the Perak river has now 
been thrown open. 

28. With respect to the great scarcity of rice 
reported by Captain Burney it is only necessary to state 
that it was selling at 11 Gantoms Per Dollar when 1 
left Perak which is fully as cheap as it is at Penang at 
present. The fact is. the Ryots are so poor at present, 
that they have not the means of purchasing it at any 
price. My knowledge of the .Siamese character does 
not lead me to think that the desire of the Chow Piya 
to send several boats with rice proceeds from charitable 
motives or that he would sell it one fraction cheaper 
than any body else. I conceive that his professed 
intentions of sending prows with rice is all a trick to 
introduce by degrees a large party of Siamese : so 
think the inhabitants of Perak. 

20. I have before adverted to the two parties 
which prevailed relative to the compliance with the 
demands of Siam. In consequence of these divisions 
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3 Chiefs named Datu Sideeva Rajah, Che Panda 
Ibrahim and Che Mapak had estranged themselves 
from the King upwards of twelve months and had 
established themselves close to Rajah Hassan afc 
Kwala Bidor. On my arrival, these Chiefs entreated 
permision to accompany me to wait on the King 
and to profess their allegiance, which I consented to ; 
in my presence the King gave them a kind reception and 
a reconciliation took place. These and many other 
Chiefs were prepared to fly the country on the arrival 
of the Siamese, and they and others had often urged 
the King to resistance, which he was afraid to risk, 
and hence they seceded from him 

30. After entering into a formal engagement 
Enclosure No. a with the King, I deemed it proper to send an official 
notice to Rajah Hassan to quit the country in con- 
formity to the several engagements which had been 
entered into ; this I sent by my writer. I received a 
reply in six hours. Translations of these documents 
are hereby annexed. Under all ciicumstances 1 con- 
sidered this Chief entitled to some consideration and 
1 accordingly resolved to give him a meeting on my 
passage down the river. 1 have ever found a little 
conciliation blended with authority pioductive of good. 

31. During iny stay at Perak the Chiefs waited 
upon me daily and were unremitting in their attentions 
and civilities. The King begged me to permit one of 
the Cruizers to remain till Rajah Hassan had taken his 
departure which I should have been disposed to havo 
taken upon myself the responsibility of doing, if the 
provisions had not been expended. Having however 
settled every thing and taken my leave of the King who 
came down at day light on the 7th Instant with all his 
Chiefs to bid me farewell, I quitted Rantau Pangong 
and reached Kwala Bidor at noon the same day, after 
considerable trouble in dragging the Schooner over 
the numerous sand-banks. 
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32. On ni}* arrival opposite the residence of Rajah 
Hassan, I sent my writer ashore with an invitation to 
the Rajah to come on board. I had been apprized that 
he had killed a Buffaloe and prepared an entertainment 
for me, which I declined. He immediately came on 
board in a small canoe, unattended by followers, ex- 
cept 3 or 4 of his confidential friends. I entered into 
conversation and told him that as he had a large family 
of wives and relations, 1 had no inclination to use any 
force to compel him to quit the place without a little 
time to prepare. This seemed to relieve his anxiety, 
for he had been led to expect he would be ordered to quit 
the place peremptorily that day, and my writer remarked 
that great preparations had been made on shore for 
lesistance. Many guns and swivels were collected 
opposite the entrance of his Stockade and all his 
attendants, about 100 in number were armed with 
long swords and krises. He said he was still without 
orders from Salangore, but as he had no doubt it was 
resolved he should quit the place, he proposed to send 
an Agent to Penang without delay, to purchase a large 
prahu or two to embark his family on and enquired if 
1 thought he would be permitted to reside in the 
Honble. Company's territory. I told lum that as it was 
not the object of the Government to oppress him, but 
merely to restore peace to Perak, which could only be 
done by his removal, I did not think there would be 
any objection to his taking up his abode in the Com- 
pany's Territory, so long as he conducted himself with 
propriety, and I advised him in a temperate manner to 
make immediate preparations for his departure. He 
complained much of the great loss he would sustain, 
having planted a considerable quantity of Paddy. 
•Some of the Perak Chiefs however offered to take this 
off his hands at a fair valuation. 

33. He admitted the propriety of my observa- 
tions and promised he would make his stay as short 
as possible. In conclusion I informed him that as 
engagements had been entered into, and he now 
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only remained for a time by indulgence, I informed 7 ‘ 
him, at his peril, not to collect any more duties, 
and to prevent prows passing up and down the 
River, and not to oppress and interfere with the 
Rajah, all of which he solemnly engaged to observe. 
The Scales and brass Weights belonging to the 
King had been transferred to his charge when he 
came to reside as the Collector, and he professed a 
readiness to deliver them over to me to be sent to 
the King. 1 declined accepting them however, and 
said this might lay over till he had received final 
instructions from Salangore, intimating at the same 
time, that if he was disposed to manifest a friendly 
and conciliatory disposition towards the Rajah, he 
would voluntarily deliver them to the Shabundar on 
his return up the river after accompanying me to 
Pankour. I also explained that I did not require 
any formal engagement from him, the King of 
Salangore as his principal having engaged for liis 
removal. He brought me off some poultry as a 
present and after I had descended the river a short 
distance he sent off one of his people with 4 large 
slabs of tin as a token of liis good intentions. I 
could not help feeling pity for the evident distress 
of the man. He is an uncommonly stout portly 
looking Man. 

o 1. T was not. a little surprized that the orders 
of the King of Salangore had not sooner been sent, 
it was suggested to me however by some of my 
attendants that the Rajah Mooda or heir apparent, 
who did not wait for me at Salangore, might have 
influenced his father to change his determination in 
some degree, and induced him to swerve from his 
engagement, which was not entered into without 
due deliberation, and I was not altogether free from 
apprehension that some attempt might be made 
upon my small party on the passage down the river. 
I therefore took every proper precaution to guard 
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against any treachery and had all my party under 
arms during the passage down the river. I was ac- 
companied by the Shabundar and the large Chulia 
boat, which towed my schooner down the river. 

'! he Shabundar seemed to be under great apprehen- 
sions from pirates in the river. I would beg 
suggest the propriety of sending a cruizer to remain 
in the Perak river until Rajah Hassan has removed, 
for the purpose of preserving tranquillity and ensur- 
ing his speedy departure. 

35. During the night of the 7th we fell in with 
!» sic.-? hailing) "2 prows, which upon hoisting, * we were informed, 

were from Salangore witli Rajah Daula, the King’s 
son, on board, but the current was too rapid to 
to enable us to communicate and he passed on. I 
am led to expect he was the bearer of the order, 
and it was he whom the King mentioned in the 
letter to the Honble. the Governor, his intention of 
sending to bring away the Guns. 

36. On the following day we fell in with a 
prow near the mouth of the river which we called 
along side and the Chief on board proved to be 
the celebrated Nakoda Mahomed before mentioned 
who had proceeded across to Queduh the day after the 
arrival of my writer with the letter which I had 
addressed to the King from Fankaur, and was now 
on his return with a dispatch from the Chow Piya of 
Ligore, having quitted Queduh only 4 days before, 
and passed through the Straits of Penang. This 
person informed me all the Rajah of Ligore’s fleet 
had returned to Tracing, and that the armament 
from Sangora, Murdalong &ca. had been dispersed. 
The King of Perak’s brother he said was still at 
Quedali, and was to be sent back after Ins return. 
Several prahus were also loaded with Paddy and 
vice to be sent to Perak, as soon as the Chow 
Piya learnt the xesult of my Mission and heard of 
the removal of Rajah Hassan. This person has been 
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continuing to ingratiate himself into the favor of 
the Siamese, and it is supposed is playing a deep 
game. When he first went to Qnedah, after C'he Hat's 
discomfiture, it was generally expected he would have 
lost his head, but the Siamese, it would appear, have 
not yet been informed of his treachery. 

37. On the morning of the 9th we reached the 
Honble. Company's Schooner Zephyr and Fattal Garib 
at the Sambelang Islands, made all sail and arrived 
at the Presidency late on the evening of the 10th 
Instant, after an absence of exactly four Weeks. The 
only accident that happened were the loss of one of 
the Zephyr's anchors during some blowing weather 
at Pankour, and one belonging to the William Money, 
from which we were forced to cut in the river, having 
hooked to a tree 3 fathoms deep. I received several 
presents of tin from the King and others in return 
for the presents given by me. which shall be hereafter 
noticed. 

38. From the observations which I have had 
occasion to make in this and my preceding report, it 
will be observed, that the information obtained by the 
Political Agent to the Siamese from the Chow Piya 
of Ligor, and that acquired In’ me. united to my own 
personal observations, differ materially in several 
points. I have felt it my duty to state fairly, what I 
heard and observed and it will rest with the superior 
judgment of Government to decide upon the case in 
all its bearings. As the Political Agent has com- 
mented a little upon the information derived by me 
from Che Etam. in my capacity of Translator, I feel 
it a duty incumbent upon me to make a few remarks 
in reply. That Etam is a spy of the Chow Piya is 
very certain from his being here at this moment 
in the capacity of intelligencer as is well known, and 
more especially by his robbing my writer’s desk of the 
draft of a commission, which he carried to his Master, 
and which is the enclosure transmitted to the King 
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of Perak. I was well aware, as J have often stated 
to the Honble. the Governor, that he was a spy for 
both parties and guided my conduct towards him 
accordingly. Under the influence of excessive fear 
and in the expectation of some advantage, he gave the 
information which I submitted. I could point out 5 or 
(J instances in which his information has proved 
correct and certainly somewhat useful to Government. 
Such persons are ever ready to deny or avow as 
circumstances may dictate. With respect to the 
number of prows, his estimate, I am fully convinced 
was under the mark. I had at the time many means 
ot information. The Chiefs of Perak informed me they 
had been assured by the Siamese themselves the 
number of prows was upwards of 100 and the Troops 
10.000 men. 

39. As to the anticipation that the season was 
unfavorable as to prevent the fleet issuing from the 
Traang, 1 can only say that 1 differ very much from 
Captain Burney and his nautical friends. I always 
stated publicly and privately that the fleet was prepared 
and would issue out at a certain time. I foretold it 
long before. The registers in the Master Attendant’s 
Office show that boats of the smallest size have been 
in the habit of coining from Traan<>- and navisratintr 
the Straits at all seasons of the year. I have been 
in the habit of sending, and seeing sent, small prows 
of a ton burthen at all seasons. The best proof is, 
that I sent one to Salengore of less than that burthen 
and also to Traang at that very time, another lately 
to Salengore and one of two tons accompanied me 
and kept at sea with the vessels, making two trips to 
the Presidency in a Month, and this perhaps as bad 
a month as any. The boat which I met entering the 
Perak river a few days ago from Qnedali, was not 
more than 1^ 'foils burthen. 

49. But if the Political Agent’s arguments be 
admitted that the Siamese fleet could not with safety 
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have proceeded to Salangore, we must naturally 
conceive the Chow Piya had some other object in 
coming down suddenly with so large a fleet to 
Quedah. I have always entertained and do enter- 
tain, the belief that he had a more important object 
than the conquest of Salangore in view. His pre- 
parations were oat of all proportion to the enter- 
prize avowed and I believe this to be the opinion of 
the best informed Natives at Quedah, Penang, Perak 
and Salangore. His Highness accustomed to success 
from intrigue and deeply disguised treachery, did 
not anticipate a discovery of his views or any op- 
position. The display of our means had made him 
pause and he now reverts to conciliation. I may be 
wrong, but I have not formed my opinions in haste, 
nor would I hazard them here but from very sub- 
stantial grounds and mature reflections. 

41. My opinion is, that there will be no tran- 
quillity to the Settlement of Penang and the adjoin- 
ing Malay States, and there will never be any end 
to the ambition ot the Chow Piya of Ligor so long 
as Iris large Marine equipment now assembled at 
Tinting and the Northern Ports continues undis- 
persed. The fleet will be always prepared to start at a 
short notice and a force will be required to watch its 
movements. He will send a few boats at first to 
Perak and more by degrees, if not prevented, under 
the pretence of trading. His agents will remain under 
the plea of collecting debts and various reasons will 
be urged until he acquires complete possession. Such 
are my unaltered views of His Highness’s character. 

hen [ look over all the correspondence with the 
Chief, when I revert to the innumerable instances 
in which he has practised deception, to the detection 
of his falsehood by tlie late Governor and Capt. 
Low, and even by the present Political Agent, to 
the Style of his correspondence and that threat in 
one of his earliest letters, four years ago, which he 
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lias in part realized, by assembling (as lie said lie 
would do ) a large Army to attack any State 
that gave protection to the King of Quedab, I 
cannot reftain from tlius publicly expressing a 
deliberate opinion that we must i - ely more upon his 
fears than his good will for his pacific intentions. 
These opinions I submit with great deference to 
Government. I am emboldened to give them, by 
observing that many of my former conjectures have 
been amply realized and from the responsibility I 
feel attached to the Official Situation I hole!. 

-12. The alarming encrease of piracy in these 
Straits, principally in the vicinity of the Sanibelang 
Islands, is a subject which has lately attracted much 
notice both at this Settlement and the neighbouring 
ones of Malacca and Singapore. The maintenance 
of a large Marine force would not in my opinion, be 
so effectual and would be more expensive perhaps, 
than the establishment of a Military post at the 
Island of Pankour, which lias long since been 
pointed out as ait eligble situation for such a pur- 
pose. The plan of forming such a Post, sanctioned 
by the Supreme Government in 1818, was abandoned 
in consequence of the difficulty of obtaining a proper 
title to its occupation. I am happy to observe this 
objection is now entirely removed. The King of 
Feral;, off whose Coast it lies and to whom it in- 
dubitably belongs, tendered it to me for that purpose 
and expressed an anxious hope that the British Gov- 
ernment would form a post there forthwith. It is 
unnecessary to dwell upon the advantages which 
would accrue from such a measure. They have 
lieeu often adverted to and anticipated by others 
more competent than I am to form an opinion 
upon the subject, as tlie records will show. 
Such a measure would tend to the effectual sup- 
pression of piracy in these Straits and give 
seeuritv to tlie native traders. The Island would 



[ ^ ] 


** of ? 


form a depot for the tin and other merchandize from 
Perak — the expences would be but trifling. 

43. The Island of Fankour abounds with very 
fine timber for ship building, particularly a large 
tree called Chingal. As a proof of the durability of 
this wood, which is accounted to be superior in this 
respect, in the estimation of the natives, to Teak, it 
may be only necessary to mention, that a prow built 
of that wood in the same year that Penang was es- 
tablished, or 40 years ago, accompanied me up from 
Perak. Some of the trees are 40 feet in circum- 
ference. On the Island and the main opposite, 
Datniner and Uattans of the best quality are pro- 
curable, according to my own observation in great 
quantities. At Teluk Piridut, 4 miles from the 
Island, Rajah Hassan informed me lie obtained 10 
Paliars or 80 Peculs of Tin by digging a fathom 
deep and at Teluk Sera, dose to Pulo Salong about 
8 miles to the Northward, there is a rich mine of tin, 
the ore being found in abundance two fathoms under 
ground. The inhabitants of Perak are afraid from* 
resorting there from a dread of the pirates. The 
anchorage is excellent, fresh water abundant, and 
the rocks are covered with shell fish. 

44. Three points of primary importance would 
be gained by the establishment of a Post at Pan- 
kour. 1st and chiefly the suppression of piracy, 
2d. a direct control over Perak, by which the Siamese 
would be prevented from extending their conquests to 
the Southward, 31 the eucrease of trade in that 
valuable article of commerce, tin, and a place of re- 
freshment and refitment, for native traders from all 
quarters, navigating these Straits. 


45. I perform a pleasing duty in bringing to the 
Notice of the Honble. the Governor in Council the 
useful Services of Captain Poynton Commanding the 
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Jionble. Company's Schooner Zephyr, and the com- 
manders and crews of the other vessels, a' well as my 
Clerk, dir. Fransiz, and I must not omit to record my 
approbation of the, steady and soldier like conduct ot 
Subedar Major l)ew sing and the detachment of the 
25th Regiment Bengal N : Infantry forming my 
escort. The utmost cheerfulness prevailed and every 
person vied with each other in rendering himself use- 
ful and promoting the public service. 

I have the honor to be 
Sir. 

Tour Most Obedient Servant 

(Signed) -10)1 X AXDKHSOX, 
Political Agent to 
Perak and Salangore. 

Fort Cornwallis 
The 15th Septr. 1825. 
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No. 1. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter from Paduka Sri 
Sultan Abdullali, King of Perak to Mr. John Ander- 
son Agent to the Honble. the Governor of Pulo 
Penang. 


(After Compliments.) 

(’hop of 

Paduka Sii The letter which my friend sent me by 

Sultan Abdullah I Che Hamid has duly reached me and I fully 
Kin'J' of Perak, i comprehend its contents. As to my friend’s 
desire that I should proceed to meet him 

at Pankour, I should be very happy, but I 

have never been at sea and there are no prows at 
Perak at present in which 1 could with propriety 
embark to meet my friend. I now send, however, 
a China Toukang with Rajah Keehil Tanjah- 
Laxamana Pangliina Ilukit Gantang and the Slia- 
bundar, with some small prahus to wait on my 
fiiend and on which he may embark and come to 
meet me. These are not such as I could wish, but 
my friend must excuse this. Written on the loth 
day of Moharram, A orday 1241. 


A True Translation 


(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 
My. Transr. 
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No. 2. 


TRANSLATION of a letter from Aluang Packdi 
Juta Minister of the Chow Piya of Ligore to Sultan 
Abdullah, the Rajah Mooda Tuanko Malia Mantri 
. and the assembled Chiefs of the Perak Country. 

Large 

Chop. The Chow Piya of Ligore had been pleased to 

direct the equipment of a force of 3.500 Men to be 

' ' sent, to Perak, and all was ready when Captain Henry 

Burney, as Agent of the Governor Genl. of Bengal, 
arrived from Bengal and the Governor of Pulo Penang, 
who making obeisance to the soles of the royal slippers 
of the Paulina Chow Tan who is most glorious, re- 
presented a friendly desire to establish union and good 
will and requesting that a greater friendship than 
formerly might be established with the Siamese, stat- 
ing also that the Governor of Bengal had prepared 
goods as an offering to the amount of 50,000 with 
which Captain H. Burney was sent to make obeisance 
to the most powerful King of Siam and begging the 
Chow Piya to assist in forwarding him to the Capital. 

Captain Henry Burney the Agent of the Governor 
Genl. of Bengal making obeisance at the soles of the 
slippers of Paulina Chow Tan who is most glorious and 
delicately (or with soft words) begged that the arma- 
ment might, not be sent to attack Salengore. engaging 
on behalf of the Governor of Pulo Penang that he 
would speak to the Rajah of Salengore and effect the 
removal of Rajah Hassan from the Perak Country, 
preventing also the people of Perak from being forcibly 
carried away by him. He also said that the Perak 
Country was of no use to the English and that they 
would not govern it. but that the Country was under 
the authority of Siam, to send the Boonga Mas dun 
Perak, and observe the customs of states that are 
tributary. 
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Moreover he said with respect to the Rajah of 
Salengore’s seizin" the goods when Che Hat went 
(toPeiak) the (Governor of Pinang would negotiate 
and cause the payment ot the dollars, the Covernor of 
Pulo Pinang would also prevent the King of Salengoro 
from going to commit further disturbances in the 
Perak Country and that h-» won! I aim fix with the 
Rajah ot Salengore a prop-'r boundary between the 
two Countries agreeably to termer Custom, that is the 
River Barnaul. 

The Chow Piya therefore having considered, did 
not wish to destroy the go , I und.-rdan ling with the 
Covernor Central of B-mgal. At the time Captn. H. 
Burney presente 1 hims-dt 1 j -*f ;• r -* tlm Chow Piya at 
Keddah, Xai Kot and Clie Walim suddenly arrived at 
Keddah and the Chow Piya was inter. ned of the con- 
tents of the letter which the Raj ah ot Perak sent the 
Chow Piya. called Captn. K Barney and was plea-ed 
of his favor to ac [mint him tint the Rajah of Perak 
had sent a letter by XX R g and Cim Walim repre- 
senting that the Raj ih Mo ida of Saleng.uv had brought 
pralius to Perak, as sta' “1 in the Rajah of Perak’s 
letter. Captn. H. Barmy tlnre upon represented to 
the soles of the slipper, of the Chow Piya of Ligore 
who is most gbrions. that a ship should be sent 
agreeably to the engagement to remove Rajah Hassan 
and to fore the Rajah Mouda to return. Captn. if. 

Burney promised to go and settle with the Covernor 

* 

ot 1 ido 1 enaug. and th- Chow Piya therefore waited 
for a time to learn the result. 

W hen Captain If. Barn -y returne 1 to Pulo Penang 
he sent a letter r ■'p-vtfully representing that the 
Covernor of Pulo Penang was about to send Mr. Jolm 
Anderson to stop at Perak, and tlisn proceed, to 
Salengore. wherefore the Chow Piya has been pleased 
to dispatch Xakoda Mahomed with all haste to convey 
this letter in order that the Rajah of Perak may be pre- 
viously informed, if Mr. John Anderson meets with 
the Rajah of Perak let the Rajah speak properly. Jo 
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not yield superiority to the English, but speak with 
decision. It' the Rajah of Salengore does not conform 
to what will be required of him agreeably to the en- 
gagement ot the Governor of Pulo Penang, the busine-s 
wirh Salengore will be taken into consideration an 1 
settled by force. Every thing relative to all this 
business has been made known to Xakoda Mahoni ■ l 
and the Rajah will consult with him so that the affairs 
of the Country may not he received. 

The Chow Piya of Ligore entertains much regard 
for the Rajah of Perak and lie will respectfully make 
him known to the mighty King of Siam and obtain a 
givat name for him in Siam, that his name may be 
famous and good in the Perak Country more than 
formerly, and the Chow Piya will hereafter make- 
known to tiie Ilajali of Perak all. after having made a 
representation to the "Jlighty King of Siam. 

With respect to the intention of the Chow Piya to 
s.->nd the large Armament, he lias thought it proper to 
detain it for the present, for there is not war: if it 
were to he sent- to remain inactive only there would be 
great difficulty of procuring Paddy at Perak. The 
Rajah Keehil AFooda and Orang Kayabesar will be 
sent- over land, and some Siamese and Malays Chiefs 
are preparing with 20b Ryots and upwards to accom- 
pany them, who will bee-. mo associates in conducting 
the affairs of the Country with the King of Perak. A 
more particular reply cannot be sent at present to the 
King’s letter becan-e Xakoda Mahomed is dispatched 
without delay to make known all the intelligence 
respecting the English as above alluded to, in order 
that the Rajah of Perak may be previously informed. 
Respecting all other business, that shall be sent- 
hereafter. 

Dated Saturday 29ih Dalhajah or 1 5th August 1 s25. 

A true Translation. 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON. 

Malay Translator. 
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TRANSLATION of a letter from Aluang Packdi 
Quata Minister of the Chow Piya of Ligore to Sultan 
Abdullah Rajah Mooda Ttianko Malta Mantri and all 
the assembled Chiefs ot Perak. 


Large 

Chop. 


I have been directed by the Chow Piya of 
Li go re to make known that Captain Henry Burney 
the representative of the Governor General of Bengal, 
having respectfully presented iu'ms^Jf before the 
Chow Piya and delicately begged to 'detain the 
Armament for the present and not to send it to attack 
Salangore, engaging on the part of the Governor of 
Palo Penang and the Chiefs ot the English residing 
there to speak to the Rajah of Salangore to remove 
Rajah Hawaii trom the Perak Country and not to 
permit the subject-? of IVra!: to be taken away by force 
as is more particularly -fated in the letter which 
accompanies this, and to communicate the Chow Piya s 
desire that if Rajah Has.~an conforms to the engagement 
ot the Governor ot Pulo IVnang p.-rhaps some of tin- 
people residing with Rajah Hassan maybe alarmed 
and wi.di to proceed with him. The Rajah of Perak, 
the Rajah Moo la I’uanko Maha Mantri and the other 
Chiefs are directed to pacify them; to tell them all 
that they will be free trom all blame and advise them 
to remain quietly at Perak as before and not to quit 
with llajali Has-an. Hated 20th Dalhajah Saturday 
12-lU or loth Augu-t lb25. 


A True Translation 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 
Malay Translator. 
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No. 4. 


TRANSLATION of a letter from Alaung Packdi 
Juta, Minister of the Chow Piya of Ligore to Sultan 
Abdullah, Itajah Mooda Tuanko Maha Mantri and 
the assembled Chiefs of Perak. 

I am directed b_v the Chow Piya of Ligore 
\ to transmit a Copy of letters from the Rajah of 
j Pulo Penang to the address of the Rajah of 
/ Salan gore and the Rajah of Perak, which are 
7 alike, and it is given to Nakoda Mahomet to 
convey to the Rajah of Perak for his information. 
In this letter of the Governor of Pulo Penang, there 
is nothing certain. The Agent to be sent is Mr. 
John Anderson, who is to settle the business. The 
English are very knowing and no confidence can be 
placed in them, and they may possibly take 
advantage ; wherefore take care and consider all 
circumstances. Whatever Mr. John Anderson may 
state, let the Rajah of Perak reply that he has 
transferred the Country to the Chow Piya of Ligore, 
certainly, and that the Rajah [ is ] in charge of the 
Country and that he has not pnver to negoeiate 
upon important business, but say that he must 
represent all to the Chow Piya of Ligore. 

When that English Agent waits on the Rajah let 
the Rajah of Perak speak with firmness : that there 
may be no dissention and the business be settled at 
once. All the circumstances have been confided to 
Naloli .MilmnA and the Rajah of Perak will consult 
with him upon every thing relating to this business, 
in ordci that there may be no variation on the road of 
prosperity of the business of the powerful King of Siam 
and the Chow Piya of Ligore, so that it may be favor- 
able to the King of Perak. 

With re-pect to what is stated above, let the 
Rajah of Perak reply that the Country of Perak lias 
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been transferred to the Chow I’iya ot Ligore and tliat 
he wishes to obtain a good name from the great King 
of Siam, and in order tliat the Country may be secured 
to the Rajah of Perak to remain Rajah and to descend 
to his family a? before. Do not let the Rajah of Perak 
entertain suspicion, for the Chow I’iya of Ligore enter- 
tains real favor for him and he will request the great 
King to confer great honor upon him, so that his 
name may be famous amongst all Malayan Countries. 

Dated 29th Dalhayah. Saturday 1210 or loth 
August 1S25. 

(The foregoing Tran lation is as literal as 
possible.) 

(Signed l .JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Translator. 
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No, 5. 


Copy of a roue'll drafr of a Commission drafted by 
the Malay Writer to the Malay Translator, which was 
not approved, an 1 was 1 lid a-ide — -translated as follows. 

I tin* Honble. ltobsrt Fullerton. Governor ot I’ulo 
Penany and its dependencies, make known to my 
friends, to the King of Perak and the King of Salangore 
and all other Chiefs, that I send as my Agent Mr. 
John Anderson, to represent me and wait on the Kings 
of Perak and Salangore. and other Chiefs, for the pur- 
pose of giving them good counsel and settling every- 
thing agreeably to propriety amongst all parties, in 
order that friendship may be fully established and a 
good understanding prolonged, so that union may re- 
main as long as the Sun and Moon may endure. I 
request that my friends will place confidence in my 
Agent and give attention to his advice, with sincerity 
and that they will revive him with respect and kind- 
ness as my agent in order that giod will may continue. 

True Copy. 

( Signed ) .JOHN ANDERSON. 

My. Tianslator. 
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No. 6. 


TRANSLATION of an Engagement of His Majesty 
Padnka Sri Sultan Abdullah Ma-alum Shah who i< 
seated on the Royal Throne of the l’erak Country given 
to Mr. John Anderson, Agent to the Honhle. Robert 
Fullerton, Governor of I’ulo Penang, on behalf of the 
Honble. English East India Company, as a token of 
lasting Alliance and friendship, which can never be 
changed so long as the Sun and Moon shall endure — in 
order that fritndship and union may be prolonged and 
continued from this day forth, for ever. 

ARTICLE 1st. His Majesty the King of Perak 
hereby agrees to fix the boundary between the States 
ot Perak and Salangore at the River Ihirnam. and 
there shall be no encroachment on either side and His 
Majesty tug-ages not to interfere in the Government of 
Salangore nor will he send any Armament into that 
Country, the subjects ot Perak however being per- 
mitted to proceed thither tor commercial purposes, 
conforming to the established rules and customs ot 
other traders there fre< pienting. 

ARTICLE 2d. M it h respect to the agreement 
entered into between His Majesty the King of Salangore 
and Mr. John Ander-un. Agent to the Honble. Robert 
lullerton Governor ot Pulo Penang, providing for the 
removal ot Rajah tla-san from the Perak Country 
and if- dependences: the King of Perak is well 
please 1 with litis arrang uncut. He engages not to 
receive Rajah Hawaii nor pe.mit him to return to any 
part ot ti e Perak territory. His Majesty the King of 
Perak al-o tngage- that he will not grant a monopoly 
or entrust the Collection of the revenues in future to 
any other, in order that there may be no further distur- 
bances in the Country, and he has hereby fixed the duty 
on the Tii: exported fiom the Perak Country at G Dollars 
Per Babur. in order that the Commerce of the Kingdom 
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may be thrown open and extended, that popu- 
lation my be enereased, that all traders may be 
encouraged to resort to Perak such as the subjects of 
the English Government, the Siamese, Salangore and 
others, and that they may be enabled to carry on an 
intercourse with ease and satisfaction and be at liberty 
to resort to all the ports, settlements and rivers within 
the State to trade without any interruption for ever. 

This engagement is hereby made and to it is 
affixed [ as ] a token ot its validity the Chop of his 
Majesty the King of Perak and it is delivered to Mr 
John Anderson. Agent to the Honhle. Robert Fuller- 
ton, Governor cf Pulo Penang. 

This paper written on the 6th day ot September 
1825 of the English Year, and on the 20th day of 
Moharrain. Monday in the Year^f die Hep rah 1241. 



CHOP of 
PAD UK A S1U 
SULTAN ABDULLAH 
King of Perak. 


( True Copy ) 

(Sd.j -JOHN ANPHILSOX 
P. A. 
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No. 7. 


TRANSLATION of a letter from His Majesty 
Paduka Sri Sultan Abdullah King of Perak to the 
Honorable Robert Fullerton Esqr. Oovernor of Pulo 
Penang. 



t CHOP of \ 
PADUKA SRI \ 
SULTAN ABDULLAH j 
v King of Perak. / 



( After Compliments.) 

With respect to the letter which was 
brought by my friend's Agent, Mr. John 
Anderson, it has reached me and I received 
)t with the customary form. All that is 
therein written I fully understand respect- 
ing Mr. John Anlerson settling the differ- 
ences between S ilangore and this Country, 
consequent upon the neg'oeiations of my 
triend with the Chow Piya of Ligore which 


are very satisfactory, my heart is full and entirely gratifi- 
ed with the result ot Mr. John Anderson’s proceedings. 


As to Rajah Hassan he has ordered him to quit 
this my territory, and the boundary between Perak 
and Salangore has been fixed at the River Burnara, 
agreeably to former Custom. 


With respect to the engagement between the 
( how Piya ot Ligore and my friend, I have also seen 
and nndei'tood it. Concerning the Boongha Mas I 
have sent it twice, and it it be considered proper 1 will 
prepare and send it again as a token of remembrance 
on my part, to the King of Siam, for I am a very 
insignificant man and am under great apprehensions. 
Dn this my friend is better able to judge respecting 
every thing connected with the business. Such is ipy 
representation. 


Dated 22d Moliarram, Monday 1211, or 5th 
September 1825. 


A True Translation. 

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON. 
My. Translator. 
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TRANSLATION of a paper sent to Rajah llas- 
san at Kwala Biclor by Jolm Anderson, Agent to the 
Governor of Pulo Penang, at Rantan Panjang in the 
l’erak Country. 


SEAL 




Sd< John Ander- 
son. 

PI. Agent. 


1. John Anderson, Agent to the Honble. Robert 
Fullerton. Governor of Pulo Penang and its depen- 
dencies, by virtue of the powers vested in him by ( lie 
Honorable East India Company, whose seal is here- 
unto affixed, hereby give notice to Tuanko Rajah 
llassan, that I have finally adjusted and settled all the 
points of difference between the Chow Piya of bigore, 
the King ot Salangore. and the King of Perak, and 
conformably to the orders of the Honorable the Gov- 
ernor of Pulo Penang and the Engagements which 
have b j en entered into with th ' several Chiefs above 
named it becomes my duty to intimate to Rajah 
Hassan with truth and propriety, that he must quit 
the Perak territory with haste, in order that there may 
be no further differences, and that discussion may nob 
be prolonged. 


Written tie* 23d. day of Mohairam 1211. or 6th 
September 1 S2b. 


A True Copy 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 


P. A. 
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TRANSLATION ot' a letter from Tuanko Rajah 
llassan to Mr. John Anderson. Agent to the Governor 
of I’ulo Penang. 

Rajah Hassan presents many compliments to our 
friend Mr. John Anderson, ami acquaints him that his 
letter has reached him in safety. With respect to 
our friend’s order to remove, it is well, and we cannot 
intrude by a-king a little delay from our friend. Our 
friend however will consider towards us. for all things 
are not ready. When our friend Mr. Anderson 
descends the river, we are anxious to meet him and 
represent all circumstances. We present many com- 
pliments to oui friend. 

Dated 23d. Moliarram Tuesday 1211 or Gth 
•September 1S25. 

True Translations 

(Signed) J. A. 

My. Translator. 

True Copies 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Political Agent to Perak & 
Salangore. 


ORDERED that a Cop\ be furnished to Captain 
Hurney and t lint the report do lay over for considera- 
tion. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 29 September 1825, 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 103, 
pp. 11481-1253. 

SEPARATE. 

READ the following letter from the Political 
Agent to the Siamese States, submitting observations 
on Mr. Anderson’s Report recorded on the Proceedings 
of last Council. 

POLL. AGENT to the SIAMESE STATES. 


Political Agent Prince of Wales Island 

-to the Siamese 

states. 19 September 1S25. 

To 

THE HONORABLE R. Fl'LLERTON Esquire 
Governor Ac. Ac. Ac. 

Honorable Sir, 

Mr. Anderson’s Reports of his Mission to 
Salangore and Perak appearing to me to require cer- 
tain explanations from me, I solicit permission to 
submit them for your consideration, before you deter- 
mine upon the course of measures which it may be now 
expedient to adopt with respect to our political relations 
in this neighbourhood 

I have the misfortune to differ from Mr. Anderson. 
W e agree however to the necessity of preventing the 
extension of Siamese Dominion to the southward, and 
he has proved what 1 had hope 1. that the British 
Government will have no difficulty in persuading the 
Chief-, of Salangore and Perak to come to any measures 
that it may propose to this end. Indeed, 1 never 
entertained any doubt as to this point. I only feared 
how far my superiors would approve of the policy of 
entering into closer relations with these petty States. 

I submit Mr. Anderson's reports give rather too 
favorable a picture of the old Chief of Salangore, who 



[ 110 ] 


has long been known to be deeply concerned with 
Pirates, and on whose veracity I should not be disposed 
to place implicit credit. “ Of all the Malayan States on 
“ the Peninsula, the Government of Salangore,’’ as 
described by Mr. Crawfurd, ‘‘ labours under the 
“ heaviest Mala Fama on the score of piracy, man 
“ stealing, manslaughter and similar peccadillos of the 
‘‘ Code of Malayan morals.” It is also some months 
since we were told by the same competent authority 
The Pirates of the Illanous are widely extended, 
being carried on all the way from their Native Coun- 
try ( Island of Magindanus ) to the Spice Islands on 
one side, and to the Straits of Malacca on the other. 
In these last indeed they have formed within the last 
two years two permanent establishments, one of these 
situated on Sumatra near Indragiri. is called Ritti, 
and the other a small island on the Coast of Linga is 
named Salangut." I beg to question therefore the 
truth of the Chief of Salangore’ s denial of all know- 
ledge of the Lanoon boats, and I may add that from 
information received at this Island, the pirates to the 
Southward were termed Lanoons by me, and not, as 
supposed by Mr. Anderson, by the Chief of Ligore, 
who, I presume, never heard of such a race. 

It appears that Mr. Anderson could have obtained 
from Salangore, if he had pressed the point, the 
pecuniary compensation which we are pledged to pay 
to the Chief of Ligore, on account of the forty Boats 
he lost at Perak. During my negotiations at Queda, 
I found it absolutely necessary to win over Che Hat, 
and the other principal advisers of the Ligore Chief, 
by holding out to them some prospect of personal 
advantage in my plan of arrangement. I refused to 
take any notice of the great value, as declared by 
them, of the contents of the Boats, naturally con- 
ceiving that the whole was stolen property. But 1 
thought I should be justified in estimating the value 
of the 40 Boats and their appointments only at 2,000 
Dollars, and to this sum, therefore, I limited the 
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amount of compensation. It is not the Chow Pya, 
but his followers who will benefit by that payment, 
and I must leave it to you Honorable Sir, to determine 
from Mr. Anderson's Report, whether the Boats were 
not taken by Salangore, whoever might have seized 
their contents. The British Government, I should 
think, cannot listen to the statement, that it is nob 
the Chief of Salangore, but his son and heir apparent. 
Raja Daula, who shared in the booty, or who is 
connected with the mal-practices to the Southward. 
Our duty and policy must be, I submit, to teach the 
Malay Chiefs, that we shall hold them responsible for 
whatever trespasses their sons and adherents may 
commit against the tranquillity of States and security 
of trade. 

As for the poor Chief of Perak, it is evident that no 
dependence can be placed on any thing that he may 
say or do, unless we adopt some more determinate 
measures for his protection ; and indeed without 
entering into positive alliances of an offensive and 
defensive character with him and the other Malayan 
Chiefs, 1 do not see how we can exercise the right of 
supporting their independence. Neither of Mr. An- 
derson's Agreements comprise this great point of 
raising up a barrier against Siamese Conquest to the 
Southward. It the Court of Siam refuse to ratify my 
Agreement with the Chief of Ligore, and determine 
upon prosecuting its views against Perak and Salan- 
gore, I do not observe in the present engagements 
with those States, such a pledge of protection on our 
part, as would afford us a right and title wherewith to 
oppose the Siamese. 

I am happy to state that Mr. Crawfiml in a 
communication which 1 have lately received from 
him. “ agrees with me entirely in considering it 
quite hopeless to get the Siamese by Treaty to yield 
up their supremacy over the Malayan States, but 
thinks that if an alliance, offensive and d _ fensive. 
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were entered into with those States, Patani excepted, 
which is in a great measure peopled by Siamese, tlxe 
prudent Government of Bangkok would pocket the 
affront.'’ I apprehend then that my best course at 
Siam will he to endeavour to persuade the Govern- 
ment as a measure absolutely necessary, in order to 
prevent all chance of dispute, between its Southern 
States, and our Settlements of Penang, Malacca 
and Singapore, to draw a line of demarcation for 
the Southern boundary of its Empire, without going 
into any discussion as to its right of Supremacy over 
Kalantan, Tringauo and Perak. If possible, I shall 
certainly seek, as instructed by you to have this line 
drawn from Patani to the River Trang or Oapih. 
But in the event of my failing to effect the removal 
of the Siamese from Quedah, I trust, Honorable 
Sir, you will perceive that the question of Siamese 
dominion, as far as Quedah is concerned, is widely 
different, and for the following reasons, from that 
which bears on Perak, Kalantan and Tringauo. 

M ith respect to the last mentioned States, the 
British Government has never absolutely recognized 
the right of Siam to control them, whilst their in- 
habitants remain in general unmolested and free. 
Here, then, we are at full liberty to interfere as 
much as may be necessary for securing a con- 
tinuance of the present state of tilings, and this 
may be done I am confident without the chance of 
our being called upon to undertake active Military 
operations. With respect to Quedah, however, the 
great mischief ha~ already been done. The Country 
throughout is in the occupation of the Siamese. We 
have publicly acknowledged their right of interfering 
with it The Inhabitants for the most part have 
been driven out, and many of them forced to adopt 
a life of Piracy, from which it will perhaps be 
impossible to reclaim them, whilst the only re- 
spectable Chiefs and Ministers of the former 
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Malayan Government have heen destroyed. Under 
such circumstances therefore and adverting par- 
ticularly to the imbecile character of the King of 
Queda, unsupported as he would be by any such 
men as his deceased Bindahara, Laxamana and 
Toinongong, it has often been a matter of doubt to 
me, whether the restoration of His Highness is 
an object much to be desired, or at least one for 
which we should make any important sacrifice. 

Were the point once settled against His High- 
ness, we might make a general arrangement highly 
advantageous to ourselves. '1 here would be no 
difficulty, as I before submitted, in forming offensive 
and defensive alliances with Kalantau on the one side, 
and Perak on the other, for precluding the further 
progress of Siam on the Malayan Peninsula. There 
would be no difficulty also, 1 have reason to believe, 
in persuading the Chief of Ligore to enter into 
engagements with us, for confining himeslf within 
Queda and Patani, for securing to us a more free 
and liberal trade and intercourse with every- part of 
Queda and the adjoining Siamese territories than 
what we have ever possessed ; and lastly for pro- 
viding some Annual Stipend out of the Revenues 
of Queda to be paid to the King by- the Chief of 
Ligoie. This last stipulation would not only- save 
us some expence, but maintain the point of honor, 
which many consider as engaged to support the in- 
terests of the King of Queda. But such an arrange- 
ment as this could never be carried into full effect, 
so long as 1 1 is Highness continued to live at this 
Islan 1 o". his friends and partisans to exasperate 
the Chief of Ligore’s natural distrust and jealousy. 
And this brings me to notice the most unpleasant 
portion of Mr. Anderson’s reports. 

I am by no means surprized at tlie contents of 
the letters addressed by- Luang Packdee to the Chief 
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of Perak. I only wonder under all circumstances 
that these Documents do not tell more against the 
Chief of Ligore. Unhappily a violent degree of 
personal animosity exists against Mr. Anderson in 
the breast of that ( hief, who in July made many 
complaints to me, and again in August, in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Maiugy, used such language as obliged 
us both to check him. His principal charge was, 
that the Malay Translator had said and done every 
thing to provoke a War between the Siamese anti 
this Government, and no explanation on my part 
would induce the Chief to disbelieve what his 
Envoys and Malay friends had told him. Hence, 
when he heard that Mr Anderson had proceeded to 
Perak and Salangore, he suspected, as I discovered 
on my second visit, that he l ad been deceived, and 
that he would suffer in reput ition to the Southward. 

I presume then, that it was to save his character in 
some measure with Perak, to which he had before 
transmitted many vaunting declarations, and to 
protect himself as he believed, against the Malay 
Translator’s representations, he ordered explanations 
to be written to Perak. The language in which 
they are made proves them to be the composition of 
one of those mischievous Malays, who have been so 
active in fomenting all the late misunderstandings. 
The expression making obeisance to the soles of the 
Koval Slippers, is peculiarly Mahometan, and so 
little in character of a Siamese, from whom the 
letters purport to be, that I strongly suspect the 
writer intended them to be seen by us. A reference 
to the forged Chops and Letters which were 
discovered at Aclieen in IS ID, will shew that the 
Malays are very expert in this mode of doing 
mischief. It is to be regretted Mr. Anderson did 
not take charge of the Original letters, as the pos- 
session of them, whenever authenticated would give 
us considerable advantage in any further discussion 
with the Chief of Ligore. 
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But Mr. Anderson apprehends, that this Chief 
still meditates interference with the Government of 
Perak. Of course he does, and will continue to do so, 
until we avail ourselves of the power, which we now 
possess, of entering into such an alliance with Perak, 
as may preclude Siamese interference altogether. I 
distinctly showed in my report of the 1st of August, 
that the Chow Pya considered Perak as a Siamese 
tributary, that I had denied it. and had only been able 
to wave the discussion, without settling the matter 
either way. My agreement however was so drawn out, 
as to afford our Agent to Perak the means of preclud- 
ing by express treaty with its Chief, the interference 
of the Chow Pya of Ligore with the Country and 
Go vermen t of Perak on any pretence. At Quedah I 
could never have prevailed on the Chow Pya to resign 
by Treaty all Siamese right of Supremacy over Perak. 

I contented myself with preventing the force which ho 
had prepared from proceeding to that Country and 
destroying it. and with securing to ourselves the riijht 
of attacking any Detachment of Siamese Armed Men 
or Boats that we might find to the Southward, and 1 
conceived it would rest with our Negotiator at Perak, 
to devise means for precluding Siamese interference in 
the many other forms in which it may he attempted. 
Unless therefore, some further measures than tko<o 
adopted by Mr. Anderson be concerted with both 
Salangore and Perak, it is manifest, as that Gentleman 
fears, that the whole of his labours will especially 
benefit the Chow Pya ot Ligore. and that His High- 
ness will have made us the Agents in securing to 
himself an easy and undisturbed control over the 
Government of Perak. The Chief of that Country is 
evidently surrounded by factions Chiefs and intriguing 
Subjects, and unless we engage with him by Treaty 
not to admit of Siamese interference with his Govern- 
ment, the Emissaries of Ligore will of course continue 
to alarm and direct him, and the Chow Pya of Ligore to 
seek to establish Siamese control through their Agency. 
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I am sorry Mr. Anderson should suppose that 
my notice of ('he Etam in my leport of the 1st 
August, rendered it “ incumbent upon him to make 
a few remarks in 1 can assure you Honble. 

Sir, that in that report I studiously abstained from 
stating many things, that would have proved the in- 
correctness of Malayan Spies and Informers, and the 
extraordinary credulity of some minds. I wish to 
adopt the same course on the present occasion, 
although there are many points on which I could 
tender explanation. Whether the Malay Translator 
returns the feelings which the Chow Pya of Ligore 
entertains against him, as the Chow Pya himself 
imagines from the reports, I believe, of Che Etam, 
the Honorable Board can best determine, from 
observation of that Gentleman’s conduct and reports. 
I must again beg to state ns I submitted in April 
last, that I do not propose to set myself up as 
an Apologist for the Siamese Chief. The Malay 
Translator lias never once seen him. I have now 
visited him several times, and all I ask in his favor, 
is a little exercise rf liberality. I have reported 
of him only that which I have seen and heard 
myself, and I am perfectly indifferent whether 
mv superiors finally determine upon treating him 
as a friend or foe. In the mean time. I would 
only beg to protest against the plan of putting the 
worst possible construction on everv thing said or 
done bv the Chief of Ligore, and the best on what- 
ever may come from a Malay Chief or Informer. 


In conclusion I may state that the fact of small 
Boats coasting close along the shore, and running 
into some of the numberless creeks and rivers at the 
first appearance of had weather, cannot surely he 
jn educed as a proof, that large War Boats may 
voyage with the same ease during this Monsoon, 
when the weather cannot be depended upon for two 
hours together, and when such efficient Vessels as 
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the Rouble. Company’s Schooner Zephyr part from 
their Anchors whilst lying off the Coast. 

How far Mr. Anderson’s predictions have been 
verified I do not know, but I submit that all political 
predictions are extremely hazardous, and that a 
habit of using or making such must preclude the 
exercise of a cool and dispassionate judgment on 
any question, in which the party predicted against 
is concerned. 

I have &e. 

( Signed ) H. BURNEY Captn. 
Political Agent to 
the Siamese States. 


THH above having been referred to Mr. Ander- 
son, the following explanatory letter from that 
Gentleman is recorded. 



Political Agent 
to Perak and 
Salangore dated 
21 September 
1825. 
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POLL. AO EXT to PERAK and SALAXGORE. 


To 

The Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire, 
Governor, Ac. Ac. Ac. 

Honorable Sir, 

1 must claim permission respectfully to offer some 
reply to the letter of tiie Political Agent to the 
Siamese States of the 10 Instant. 1 must leave Cap- 
tain Burney to reconcile to his own mind the style of 
the present letter, with his private communications to 
me. I cannot perceive to what good object such an 
intemperate effusion will tend. Such a latitude of 
animadversion and so querulous a disposition on the 
part of a Subordinate Officer, will be best appreciated 
by Government. 

I naturally inferred that the style and tenor of 
the letters from the Minister of the Chow I'iya of 
Ligore to the King of Perak would excite disagreeable, 
feelings in Captain Burney s mind. 1 did not con- 
sider it optional with me to withhold from the ins- 
pection o{ Government documents ol such importance, 
as giving a clear in-ight into the views and policy ot 
the Chow Piya ot Ligore. in respect to Perak. Those 
letters came officially before me, there was no doubt of 
their authenticity . thev h ire tin* large Chop and were 
in the handwriting of Che Ilat. who is so frequently 
mentioned by Captain Burner as the Chow Piya’s 
Confidential Secretary. A few davs after my return 
from tlv* Im . Mi'sion. Cuptviu Burney called upon 
me. and perus'd the letters, with the aid of my 
writers. He then admitted that they were very 
characteristic of the Chow Piya and that the expres- 
sions \v-*re indubitably Siamese. I have not seen 
him since, and must own that the letter put into my 
hands yesterday surprized me very much. 
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In alluding to the letters Captain Burney terms 
them “the most unpleasant portion of Mr. Ander- 
son’s report.*’ It would be a waste of words to prove 
all the inconsistencies in the letter to which I am 
now replying. It is fortunate that in administering 
the poison, he also provides an antidote. In one 
part he attempts to prove, by reference to forged 
Chops at Acheen in 1819, that the letters of which 
1 have produced translations, are the “composition 
of some mischievous Malays ” and in the same 
breath, he admits that they were written by the 
Chow Piya of Ligore's orders, to obviate any possible 
deception on my part ; insinuations both extremely 
complimentary to me He says, “ hence when he 
“ heard that Mr. Anderson had proceeded to Perak 
'• and Sal. m gore, he suspected, as I discovered on 
*' my second visit, that he had been deceived and 
•' that he would suffer in reputation to the South- 
“ ward 1 presume then that it was to save his 
“ character in some measure with Perak to which 
-• he had transmitted many vaunting declarations, 

“ and to protect himself, as he believe,!, against the 
“ Malay Translator's representations, be ordered 
explanations to be written to Perak.” How can 
Captain Burney reconcile sucli contradictions '? The 
reputation and character of the Chow Piya are too 
well established to be affected by any thing the 
Malay Translator could urge. 

Captain Burney omits to notice in what parti- 
cular respect the Chow Piya of Li go re anticipated 
deception ; it would seem indeed, from the sequel 
>>f his report, that I have not proved such an 
adept as he would have had me he. Had I at- 
tended to his verbal suggestions, I should assuredly 
have laid myself more open to the imputation. 
If a little sagacity and penetration in prying into 
the real views of the Clmw Piya and perceiving what 
is conducive to the interest of my employers and 
the welfare of the neighbouring Malay States, gives 
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me a title to sucli honorable distinction on the part 
of His Highness, I am content to receive it. I 
remember when Captain Burney first communicated 
your intention of requiring mv Services to proceed 
to Perak and Salangore. he was pleased to ascribe 
to me very great influence with the Malays and said 
many civil things on that head. 

With respect to the letters, I have only to state 
that the originals, corresponding in the writing and 
other respects with those received from the Chow 
Piya, were handed to me by the King of Perak in 
open assembly ; were in my possession 24 hours and 
copied and carefully examined by two writers. I 
have been Malay Translator to Government several 
years, and have been sent upon three Missions. I 
have not yet been proved such a dupe as Captain 
Burney would have it believed. It will be for 
Government to determine whether the letters do not 
bear the genuine marks of authenticity in all res- 
pects. I fear indeed, the King entrusted to me 
more than he should have done consistently with 
prudence ; and I have reason to know that it was so 
suggested to him by his Minister, after he had given 
me the letters and hence he has the greater claim to 
consideration. He is not aware that I made Copies 
of them. 

I do not count it any misfortune, as Captain 
Burney does, that he and I differ widely in several 
points, when I observe that my opinions are not 
discordant with equally good authority. I have 
the satisfaction of perceiving that my general 
sentiments on the question are in unison with 
those of such public officers as Mr. Maingy and 
Captain Low, both of whom have had sufficient 
opportunities of forming a correct estimate of the 
Chow I iya’s character, nor is it matter of surprize 
that his Highness should regard me with no very 
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friendly feeling. It must be remembered that I 
have long been the Interpreter when the late 
Governor and v’ourself have had occasion to make 
some severe observations to the Envoys and I have 
been the translator of some strong letters of 
remonstrance; yet his Highness has condescended 
to write me Civil Letters, to send me presents, to 
desire his Envoys to enquire about the health of my 
Children, to invite me to Kedah, saying that next 
to yourself, I was the person he was most desirous 
of transacting business with &e. If Captain Burney’s 
assertion be true, that “ unhappily a violent degree 
“ of personal animosity exists against Mr. Anderson 
“in the breast of that Chief,” the circumstance 
only tends to afford another proof of the insincerity 
of the Chow Piya — a failing in which he has been 
so often convicted by the late Governor, Mr. Muingy. 
Captain Low and others. Captain Burney’s own 
reports are so replete with contradictions, and 
various plans, that I own I am really unable to form 
a decided opinion, either [as] to his real estimate of 
the Chow Piva's character, his own views of policy, 
or the objects he aims at by negotiation. 

The Chow Piya has alternately vented his 
abuse upon Captain Low, Mr. Muingy aud Captain 
Burney himself, and I cannot be surprised that I 
am not permitted to escape. I acknowledge myself 
to be friendly to the simple and oppressed Malays 
and I esteem it one of the most Battering distinc- 
tions of my public life that the Chow Piya has 
ascribed to me such penetration. It has assuredly 
been my anxious care to watch his proceedings and 
to collect the earliest intelligence of his designs. A 
weighty responsibility attached to me. My inform- 
ation has been submitted to Government, but Captain 
Burney forgets that while he seeks to criminate me, 
lie is in fact presuming to animadvert upon the 
deliberative proceedings and acts of Government. 
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( * Sic. ) 


He lias a much greater stake at issue than I have. 
My office is not dependent upon the continuance of 
description * with the Siamese. Fie has a lucrative 
appointment entirely dependent upon the settlement 
of this unhappy business and he has been now 
engaged 10 months. flow much longer the adjust- 
ment of differences may be delayed it is impossible 
for me to predict. 

I rejoice to find that after being compelled from a 
sense of duty, to say so much in disparagement of the 
King ot Salangore. Captain Burney thinks I have not 
been sufficiently severe. I do not perceive what benefit 
would be gained by my indulging in invective against 
an old Chief, worn down with years, who has been on 
terms of friendly alliance with the British Govt, upwards 
of half a century. I would reejinuiuid ' hi] >tai” Thi-ney 
to peruse my reports with onr* attention. He K obli- 
ged to have recourse to a:i extract from the Singapore 
Chronicle ( tho‘ lm quotas th j opinion a* Mr Craw- 
furd’s ) to do away with any little favorable impres- 
sion which nit' report may have excited. lfe gives 
another extract from the same paper to prove that 
there are such pirates as fun non::. which all the world 
knows, but that extract i> quite out of the record. 

Captain Burney says '• it appears Mr Anderson 
could have obtained fiom Sil.uigore. if lie had pressed 
the point, the p ‘cuniarv compensation which we are 
pledged to pav.” Tu what, pirt of my report does 
( 'aptain Burney find such an as-surauce? I distinctly 
Mated that I Kft. that p>int op ui for negotiation. 
I believe indeed that the King of Sul.itigore has such 
a respect for the English and such a dread ot their 
power that he would yield up his Crown, if pressed, 
but as his explanation relative to the seizure of the 
Siamese prows did not seem to warrant my insisting 
upon that point, I contented myself by following your 
orders and submitting the explanation obtained. 
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The Political Agent sajcs 1 found it absolutely 
necessary to win over Che Hat and the other 
“ principal advisers of the Ligore Chief by holding out 
to them some prospect of personal advantage in my 
plan of arrangement. I refused to take notice of the 
" great value as declared by them, of the contents of the 
boats, naturally conceiving that the ivhoie was stolen 
•• property. It is not the Chow Piya but his followers 
•• who will benefit by that payment."’ This puts the 
matter quite in a new light. Captain Burney's former 
report gives me no insight into this mystery. My 
conception of this is that it vas deemed neces- 
sary to give a handsome douceur to Che Hat for 
writing the Treaty which was brought about mainly 
by him. and to promote his private interests at the 
expence of his Master. 1 have always been in- 
structed to consider it derogatory to the dignity and. 
character of the British Government to gain any 
objects of political importance by bribing inferior 
servants. Captain Burney, from his frequent allusion 
to the efficacy of presents, seems to rest all his success 
upon an incessant and cndlc-s presentation of gifts. 

Mr. Cr.iwfurd’s opinion oil this head is excel- 
lent. “ They ( the Siamese are mercenary beggars 
“ from the highest to the lowest. A man well dis— 
•• posed to us at Bangkok asked my Interpreter one 
“ day if I had expended all m v presents. I had not, 
*' but to elicit h is opinion, the Interpreter said T 
had. The reply was “then it is all over with \ou 
This requires little comment. If the attachment of 
the Siamese is to lie gained by such means only, or 
rather if their eivillity is to be procured only by 
such a practice and their respect rest upon such 
unsound a foundation, there will be but little 
security, a continual expence and outlay will be 
necessary to keep them in good humour and we 
shall be regarded as tribute bearers. Surely the 
British Government does not court the friendship of 
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the Siamese at such an expen ce. Captain Burney 
attributed much of his success at Boongali to con- 
ciliating with money and presents a native of the 
Coromandel Coast in the employ of the Pya. A 
liberal interchange of presents is conformable to the 
practice of most Asiatic States but to rest the suc- 
cess of weighty political measures upon the quantum 
of presents offered and to substitute valuable gifts 
for argument and authority is a poor resource. If 
it be desirable and just to make a liberal allowance 
to the Siamese for any concession on their part, it 
would be far preferable in my opinion, to come to a 
clear understanding at once and make a fixed money 
payment. 

The treaty made by Captain Burney does not 
absolutely pledge the payment of 2.000 Drs. — it 
pledges only negotiation ; but the duration of that 
negotiation is not limited and very little time has 
yet been lost. Your Instructions on this head were, 
“ in respect to the demand for compensation for the 
“ destruction of the Ligore fleet, some explanation 
must be given before any decisive opinion can be 
“ formed by the Government ; ” and again • ‘ it 
“ must be held in mind that we are proceeding only 
“ upon the assertion of one of the parties in 
dispute. ’’ I submitted the Information obtained. 
It rests with the superior judgement of Government 
to determine wliat further steps shall be taken. 
The demand lias not been waved ; the subject is as 
open for negotiation as it was a month ago. llajah 
Daula is not the heir apparent of Salangore, as 
.stated by Captain Burney. That officer does not 
allude to the treaty between Perak and Salan- 
gore and prior rights, rights respected by the 
Government of Penang many years before the 
Siamese claimed the Boonga Mas from Perak. He 
passes over without notice all the arguments of 
importance. 
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There can be but one opinion upon the particip- 
ation of the King of Salangore in the expulsion of the 
Siamese from Perak. It is acknowledged on all sides, 
that a fleet of prows from Salangore under the command 
of the Rajah Moodah or heir apparent and Rajah Daula 
did proceed to Perak and that the old King himself 
followed immediately after. It is also stated that some 
skirmishing did take place ; some of the booty perhaps 
and at all events some of the prows must have fallen 
into the possession of the Salengore people. This also 
is stated by the King and Chiefs of Perak. The King 
of Salengore denies having participated in the plunder; 
it was incumbent upon me to communicate his denial 
to Government. He has since repeated it in a letter. 
The question then is, is he not responsible for the acts 
of his soils? It may also be enquired how far he was 
justified by prior treaty to expell the Siamese and 
whether Che Hat had any right to be at Perak at all. 
All these are points to be considered. My own im- 
pression is that it would be very sati.-factoiy if the 
Chow Pya could be persuaded to wave this demand 
altogether ; but if you, Honorable Sir, are of opinion 
that the Rajah of Salengore should be required to pay 
the Two Thousand 2,000 Dollars as the price of liis 
relief from the Siamese interference, I dare say lie 
would comply with your requisition. Whether lie is 
guilty to the extent, stated by the Siamese or not is 
impossible for me to say. He will not. at all events, 
admit it. J always understood and it is so stated 
in my Pamphlet, that the force from Salengore had 
expelled the Siamese. The additional particulars 
furnished by the Perak Chiefs give u» a clearer 
insight into the matter. 

As to an offensive and defensive alliance with 
Perak and Salengore, however pleased I might have 
been to have entered into such an engagement. I had 
no authority to do so. I was reminded by you that 
“ our mediation for the present is amicable only and 
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was cautioned to abstain from any expression or 
declaration which would ultimately commit us to the 
•• necessity of the more severe measures of Military 
*• interference ’’ and I was directed to enter into a 
negotiation with the King of Perak " submitting the 
” result before any definitive arrangement be made.” 

The second Article of Captain Burney’s treaty 
provides that *■ the Governor of Ligore engages that no 
Siamese force by land or water shall proceed to 
Perak or settle in that Country. ” Although I have 
not by a formal engagement pledged the Government; 

I led the King to expect the intervention of the 
British Government, and 1 have provided for the non 
interference of the Siamese by obtaining an engage- 
ment stipulating for the freedom of trade and naviga- 
tion to the English as well os others, a fixed duty and 
established boundary, and the Kings have been re- 
cognized and treated as Sovereigns and independent 
Princes. 1 flatter myself enough has been done to 
secure every proper and legitimate object for the 
present. It rests only with the Chow Piya of Ligore 
to fulfil his part of the engagement, by returning to his 
own Country and disbanding his Armament and 
refraining from sending any men to Perak : the Kings 
of Salangore and Perak will. I trust, perform what they 
have pledged. 

It is not absolutely necessary in my view, tor this 
Government to enter into specific engagements with 
the Chiefs cf Perak and Silengore. formally guaran- 
teeing their independence. It may hr; enough that, a 
communication of tire determination of the British 
Government to uphold the independence of these 
States, which have never yet been regarded in any 
other light than as independent, be made to the Chow 
Piya of Ligore. I have not, by a formal writing, in- 
volved the Government in any pledge to support this ; 
but nothing has been conceded to the Siamese by me. 
'This Government has denied the right of the Siamese 
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to supremacy over Perak, and Captain Burney's treaty, 
as lie observes, gives a right to prevent the Kajah of 
Li gore from sending any force to remain at Perak. 
Had I given the King of Perak a formal recognition of 
independence in the face of Captain Burney's report it 
is probable the Chow Piya’s indignation against me 
would have been raised to an extreme pitch. When 
he observes however a determination to prevent his 
interference with Perak, he will I hope, abandon his 
views. Had 1 been vested with the authority, it would 
have been a most easy and gratifying duty to have 
entered into offensive and defensive alliances, which 
Captain Burney seems to think I should have done, 
although the tenor of his report and your instructions 
do nut contemplate such objects from my deputation. 

I must own that I was solicited to give a written 
pledge, hut does Captain Burney think 1 would have* 
presumed to run headlong into such an engagement 
without your orders. I am perfectly aware of the 
caution which has hitherto been used and the circum- 
spection necessary on such a point. The Chow J’iya 
upon your remonstrance made through Mr. Maingy 
and by letter engaged to abandon his hostile enterprise 
to the Southward and to di.-band his forces. Captain 
Burney's treaty was a repetition of that engagement, 
hut he pledged certain conditions which were not. 
foreseen. The Chow Pya engaged to return to Ligore 
in 2d days — -upwards of 50 have already expired and 
he is still at Kedah. 

I must claim some little credit for the opinion 
expressed in Captain Burney's letter as being jointly 
that of himself and Mr. Crawfurd viz : that the 
Siamese Government would pocket the affront of 
of our declaring the independence of the Malay 
States. In the pamphlet which I had the honor of 
submitting, I have repeatedly stated such to he iny 
conviction and that all negotiation for their regular 
cession would be in vain. I am happy to find that 
on this, which is the main point, we entirely agree. 
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But after such a declaration, I lament to ob- 
serve that Captain Burney doubts the expediency of 
the restoration of the Malayan Government of Kedah , 
to effect which, was, as far as my recollection serves 
me. the primary object of his appointment as 
Political Agent. If, as he seems to have done, he 
has abandoned as hopeless, the interests of our 
ally and adopted sentiments so much at variance 
with the oft-recorded views of this Government, 
any argument of mine, after all that has been said 

and done upon this important subject by more 

* 

competent authority, would be futile and useless. 

I think I may with equal truth ascribe to him 
feelings towards the Siamese very much akin to 
those he attributes to me in favor of the Malays. 
In all his reports, Captain Burney has never 
omitted to animadvert severely upon the Ex-Iving 
of Kedah. In the present letter he is called 
imbecile’' — -the King of Perak “a poor weak man” 
and the King of Salangore “a pirate” and everything 
that is bad. As < laptain Burney says of the Chow 
Piya — Captain Burney has not seen the Kings of 
Perak and Salengore ; “ I have. I only ask a little 
liberality.” I have the advantage however of being 
acquainted with the language and character of the 
people for whom I am accused of partiality, while 
his acquaintance with the people of Ligore is but of 
recent origin. I have been always led to believe 
that conciliation and kindness and a ready access 
are consonant with the wishes of the Honorable 
Court in the intercourse of their Servants with the 
Natives, and if I have been fortunate enough in 
attaching the several Malay Chiefs to the British 
Government and myself personally I must be content 
to bear the reproach which the Chow Pya seeks to 
attach to me. 

In another Para, of his letter Captain Burney 
argues in favor of yielding up to the Chow Piya of 
Ligore the full and unqualified right to the pos- 
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session of Kedah, which has hitherto been the main 
object of contention and all the expensive negocia- 
tions of this Government. The bias on Captain 
Burney’s mind cannot be mistaken when he hints at 
the removal of the King of Kedah from this Island 
and accepting on his part a pecuniary compensation 
from the Rajah of Ligore ! ! This is entirely a novel 
plan. It is not long since he contended for our 
right to drive the Siamese out and he now urges the 
complete right of the Chow Piya, a right which if 
ever acknowledged at all by Government, Captain 
Burney himself was mainly instrumental in con- 
ceding. It will be for you, Honorable Sir, to decide 
how far such suggestions as are now submitted, 
may be consonant with your instructions and the 
object of Captain Burney's appointment. 

The Chow Piya charges me, according to 
Captain Burney’s statement, with provoking a war 
between the Siamese and this Government. I may 
perhaps be charged with provoking the rupture at 
Mergui and the hostile designs of the Siamese in other 
quarters, because I long since predicted that they were 
not to be trusted and that they would never be 
induced to aid us against the Burmahs. If a con- 
scientious desire on my part to anticipate any possible 
evil designs of the Siamese and a zealous furtherance 
of the views of Government for the attainment of the 
important objects contemplated by you and the 
Supreme Government render me liable to the imputa- 
tion, I must submit to the accusation, What is the 
interpretation of the following para, of Captain Burney’s 
report dated 1st August, but that lie anticipates 
something like hostilities and he prides himself upon 
having secured a fair plea for using force. He says 
this Treaty gives us a right which we certainly did 
*• not possess before of preventing Siamese troops and 
war boats from proceeding to Perak and Salengore. 
‘‘ and ibis 1 consider to be the great point gained." 
Does not Captain Burney anticipate the necessity of 
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recourse to arms when he says that lie contented himself • 
with “ securing to ourselves the right of attacking any 
detachment of Siamese armed men or boats that we 
might find to the Southward.’" 

And in his late letter he says *• but Mr. Ander- 
- son apprehends that this Chief still meditates inter- 
*• ference with the Government of Perak. Of course 
he does and will continue to do so. until we av ail 
ourselves ot the power which we now possess of 
entering into such an alliance with Perak as may 
preclude Siamese interference altogether. 1 dis- 
'• tinctly showed in my report of the 1st August that 
the Chow Piya considered Perak as a Siamese tribu- 
tary — that I had denied it. and had only been able 
“ to wave the discussion, without settling the matter 
either away. My agreement however was so drawn 
“ out, as to afford our Agent to Perak the means of 
" precluding by express treaty with its Chief, the 
“ interference of the Chow Piya of Ligore with the 
’• Country and Government of Perak on any pretence."’ 
There was nothing in Captain Burney's report leading 
to any such inference. If, as he says, we now possess 
by virtue of his treaty, the right of preventing the 
Chow Piya going to Perak what more is required ? So 
far from Captain Burney being impressed with any 
such sentiments as he has now expressed relative to 
the independence of Perak, when 1 sailed, he repeatedly 
reminded me of the absolute necessity oj obtaining an 
engagement from the King to transmit the Boongn 
Mas ! ! How can lie contend that it was designed 
1 should formally declare the independence of Perak, 
when he states in his report dated 1st August His 
Highness desired much to introduce in the treaty a 
clause respecting the transmission of the Boonga Mas 
to Siam on the part of Perak, and I had much difficulty 
in preventing its introduction. 1 observed however 
that if the llajali of Perak engaged and was willing to 
to send such a token of vassalage to Siam, the British 
< Government would not prevent it.’ 
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In the present letter lie says -£ At Queclali I could 
“ never have prevailed on the Chow Piya to resign by 
treaty all Siamese right of Supremacy over Perak. - ’ 
What then does Captain Burney mean by the pre- 
ceding observations, but to find fault with me for 
not exceeding my instructions and practising that 
very deception which the Chow Piya ascribes to me. 
Captain Burney’s treaty provides only as far as 
respects Perak for the removal of Rajah H assail 
and the establishment of a defined boundary. Captain 
Burney remarks ££ unless therefore some further 
“ measures than those adopted by Mr. Anderson 
be concerted with both Salengore and Perak, it is 
“ manifest, as that Gentleman infers, that the 
££ whole of his labours will especially benefit the 
**' Chow Piya of Ligore only and that His Highness 
4£ will have made us the Agents in securing to him- 
■ £ self an easy and undisturbed control over the 
Government of Perak. The Chief of that Country 
“ is evidently surrounded by factious Chiefs and 
“ intriguing subjects and unless we engage with 
“ him by treaty not to admit of Siamese inter- 
£- ference with his Government, the emissaries of 
£- Ligore will of coui-se continue to alarm and direct 
* £ him and the Chow Piya of Ligore to seek to 
“ establish Siamese control through their Agency.” 
The King as I have stated, has no power, though he 
has every inclination to resist Siamese interference ; 
such an engagement, had I made it, would have in 
the present state of affairs endangered the personal 
safety of the King, exasperated the Chow Piya of 
Ligore and in the face of Captain Burney's pacific 
reports and proceedings, justly exposed me to the 
imputation of deception. How can a gentleman of 
Captain Burney's age and experience permit himself 
to argue so inconsistently. 

With respect to my returning the feelings 
which the Chow Piya is said to entertain for me, 
it is quite superfluous to say more in my own favor 
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than that I have no personal acquaintance with him 
and have never seen him, consequently our animosity 
must be founded on public grounds. His Highness 
is a principal — I am only a subordinate Agent or 
the organ of conveying the orders of my superiors, 
and I trust it will be no discredit to me, if L have per- 
formed my duty with firmness. 1 have been a mere 
Translator and Interpreter, but 1 have, like every 
other public officer, formed my opinions of His 
Highness from his proceedings and correspondence. 

Captain Burney alludes to the credulity of some 
minds. I have had reason to remark this failing 
too. That Officer made it appear in one of his early 
reports that the Chow Piya had been persuaded to 
come across to meet him, agreeable to his requisition. 
We have seen for what object he came. Captain 
Burney states the Cliow Piya said he had lost the 
credit of assisting us with boats and His Highness 
lays all the blame on Captain Low. The Supreme 
Government has pronounced, ( according to Mr. 
Crawfurd), all expectations of co-operation from the 
Siamese to have been delusory. 

In one of his early reports, altlio’ he liberally 
quoted the sentiments of his Agent A chong, in 
several points, he omits to state that person's estimate 
of the number of prows equipped by the Chow Piya 
of Ligore. Acliong gives the number at 300 and 
upwards. Captain Burney however says there were 
little more than half that number. He observes 
there were ( at Khontaie ) 30 new boats building. 
100 old ones, most of them too old and decayed to 
be again used. Mr. Maingy and others have fully 
established the incorrectness of this last assertion. 

Captain Burney has several times alluded to the 
reported likelihood of his being detained at Trang. 
The following extract will shew that there was more 
foundation for the report than he would make it 
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appear, by the cursory way and air of ridicule ill 
which he notices the rumour in subsequent reports. 

I invited ’’ lie says " the Luang to accompany me 
“ (to Khontanie) but he vehemently opposed my 
“ proceeding farther and even observed, that if I 
“ went to Khontanie I should perhaps be prevented 
“ from leaving it again. To this threat I laughingly 
“ replied, through mv interpreter, that I should be 
‘ very happy to be detained hy him, as I was anxious 
to take up my residence amongst the iSiamese and 
“ then weighed anchor and stood up the river.’ 
He was pressed fo leturn and considered it impolitic 
to persist in doing what “ I was now satisfied the 
(.'how Liya of Ligore was most anxious to prevent.’’ 
It appears that some Alaiays were spectators of 
this affair and brought the report to Penang of 
the probable detention of Captain Burney if he 
attempted to proceed up the Trang river. 

[ am accused of prejudice against the Chow 
Piya of Ligore What does Captain Burney himself 
say on a former occasion ? *• I do not set myself up 

“ as an apologist for the Chow Pita of Ligore, who 
“ I believe possesses much ambition and all the 
little arts and cunning with which that passion is 
usually connected in the breasts of native princes. - ’ 

1 have never seen Hij Highness and I confess I have 
formed my opinions very much from tile information 
contained in Captain Burney's reports. I certainly do 
regard the Chow Piya as a very dangerous and trouble- 
some neighbour ; and I have no other prejudice than 
that natural] v inspired by the restless character of the 
man and the inconveniences which have resulted 
therefrom. If I entertain an unfavourable opinion 
of the Chow Piya I am not singular. Captain Low 
states in his report of the 10 April ISdd that “ the 
“ duplicity and contempt of whatever is dignified iu 
4i the conduct of the itajali and his Officers by bis 
“ orders, we may suppose on this occasion must be 
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“ sufficient to convince us of the hollowness of his 
“ professions and the little advantage to be gained 
“ by treating with him as an independent and liberal 
“ minded prince.” These sentiments were approved 
and acted upon by the late Government, and I 
cannot observe anything in the conduct of the 
Chow Piya since, which tends to create a more 
favorable impression. On the contrary, his recent 
proceedings have been more than ever calculated to 
prove the correctness of Captain Low’s opinion and 
the resolutions of Government. 

Perfectly sensible as I am of the liberal and 
moderate principles which actuate this Government, 
in consonance with the express wishes and directions 
of the Supreme Government and the Honorable Court 
of Directors. 1 cannot he insensible to the credit which 
1. as a public officer of this Government, would gain, 
by a successful cooperation in maintaining peace and a 
cordial understanding with the adjoining states. The 
conduct of the Siamese has been such as to point 
out the necessity of gu irding against treachery and 
preventing undue encroachments. You, Honorable Sir, 
will do me the justice to bear testimony that I have 
ever deprecated the necessity of resorting to military 
interference or coming to an open rupture with the 
Siamese, so long as it can be avoided. All I have 
ever presumed to urge lias been the necessity of 
vigilant precaution and a display of adequate means to 
resist encroachment. I have only to shield myself 
under the conviction of having done iny best to ward 
off probable danger by submitting, as I was bound to do, 
the best information procurable. I do not assume 
infallibility ; but 1 trust 1 shall at least be protected 
against such mischievous remarks as Captain Burney 
has made. The charge of encouraging war is a weighty 
one, and must be my apology for this lengthened 
detail. 
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For yom* information, Honorable Sir, 1 feel con- 
fident that the preceding remark** are quite, -uper- 
fliunis ; but as Captain Harney's letter maybe recorded, 
I am anxious that my explanation should be laid 
betore the higher authorities al>o. 

I have. ikr. \r. Ac. 

(Signed) -IOH\ AXDKRSON 

Poll. Agent to Perak and Salengore. 

Penang 

21 September 1S2 -j. 
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THE HOXBLE. THE PRESIDENT lays before 
tlie Boat'J the following Minute on Mr. Amb-raon ’> 
Reports, containing a detailed view of the points 
ahout to he discussed with the Court of Siam. 

Minute by the HI X U T E bv the PRESIDENT. 

President 24 
Septr. 1 825' 


Hr. Andeison having returned from Perak and 
Salengore. and sent in the Report of hi* Proceedings: 

I now record the sentiments and opinions entertained 
by me on those Proceedings, as weU as the sugges- 
tion:- which occur to me on the future measures to be 
put sued : It is scarcely necessary to recapitulate 
the views and objects of our interference, founded 
on the extreme inconvenience that must have 
resulted from the subjugation of Salengore and the 
approximation of Siamese Dominion to our Settle- 
ments, of these inconveniences the Supreme Govern- 
ment appear to be alike sensible; the difficulty in 
our Course, for preventing them, has been the 
danger of a rupture with Siam, and unless their 
counteractions could be effected without such result 
it is clear that we must have allowed conquest, 
however inconvenient. t> have taken its course. 
It would no doubt have been most desirable that 
tilings should have remained as they were, that no 
steps should have been taken by the Chief of Ligor, 
before the sentiments of the authorities in England 
were received as to the line of Policy to be pursued; 
the preservation of such a state of things however 
was beyond our power. Had the Chief of Ligor 
proceeded by Sea, and at a proper distance from the 
Island, we could have had no ground for interference 
and the same reasoning would apply to au attack by 
Land beyond our control. The free passage of his 
Armament thro’ this Harbour, seems to have been a 
sine qua non, of his undertaking, and this we had a 
right to admit or refuse, and the refusal produced the 
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application for our Mediation ; under the informa- 
tion furnished by Captain Burney on his last visit 
to Queda, that an armed force was in preparation 
for the attack on Salengore, further delay on the 
decision became impossible. Had the Armament 
proceeded, it seems clear from the report of Mr. 
Anderson, founded on the information of the 11 a j ah 
of Perak himself, that there was no prospect of 
successful resistance. That the whole of those 
Countries must have been thrown into confusion 
and ultimately subdued, all the evils which we were 
desirous to prevent, must have been perfected long 
before the sentiments of the authorities in England 
could have been received. And even then, tho' the}' 
had taken the same view of the Case as we have 
done, and determined on preventing further Con- 
quest in this quarter, the mischief would have been 
complete and irrecoverable : On the receipt of the 
above information and the consequent arrangement 
made by Captain Burney there remained no alterna- 
tive, we must either have availed ourselves of the 
opening made, by undertaking the mediation for the 
adjustment of differences, or at once have abandoned 
all hopes of counteraction. Having followed the 
former course, it now remains to consider the terms 
required by the disputing parties. 

2. The Rajah of Ligor engages that no 
Siamese Force by land or water shall proceed to 
Perak or settle in that country. 

The Ra jah of Ligor engages that no Siamese 
force by land or water, shall proceed to Salangore. 

The Rajah of Ligor engages to proceed to 
Siam on the subject of the restoration of tiie King 
of L'uedab.. and if the King of Siam consents, he 
engages to withdraw his people from that country, 
to permit the King to return to his Kingdom, to 
release the family and relations, and that no 
Siamese force shall afterwards Lv land or water 
enter the territories of the King of Quedah. 
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By the 2nd. and 5th. Articles the main objects of 
our Interference are attained — -the arrest ot tuither 
conquest towards the South. The 7th embraces an- 
other object which the records show to have been one 
never lost sight of by this Government. 

The Governor of Ligor engages to return home 
within twenty days, with the armament which he lias 
brought to Quedah. 

On the other side it is provided, That the Govern- 
ment will effect the removal of Rajah Hussein ot 
Salengore from Perak, and prevent him from forcibly 
taking away such of the inhabitants of the country, as 
may be unwilling to accompany him. The British 
Government declare that they have themselves no in- 
tention of occupying Perak or interfering with its 
administration. 

The Government agrees to negotiate with the 
Rajah of Salengore to obtain payment from him to the 
Governor of Ligor, of a sum of Spanish dollars 2,000, 
for the Boats and other property belonging to the 
latter which the Rajah of Salengore is said to have 
seized at Perak ; and will prevent that Rajah from 
disturbing the Peace of Perak. And the British 
Government further engages to negotiate with those 
Rajahs, for the establishment of an equitable boundary ^ 
between the respective States. 

The Government engages, if the King ot Quedah 
be restored to his Kingdom, that H. M. shall send the 
Boongah Mas triennially to Ligor to convey to the 
King of Siam. The English Government declare that, 
they have no desire to interfere with the Government 
of Quedah. The other articles are of a general nature, 
for continuance of friendship, free intercourse, awl 
suppressing Piracy. In reference to the Articles affect- 
ing Salengore and Perak, it became necessary to 
depute an Agent to those States to obtain from them 
an explanation of the circumstances set forth by the 



[ 139 ] 


See Art. 3d of’ 
Agreement No. 3 
in Mr. Anderson's 
Report of 26th 
August 1825. 


See Art. 2d. of 
above. 


Rajah of Ligor, and eventuality to induce them f<> 
acquiesce in the terms proposed. The Proceeding:- of 
Mr. Anderson, the Agent deputed, are now before 
the Board. 

ft was not to be expected that the reports of the 
two disputing parties should correspond, and we accord- 
ingly find a very material difference in their accounts 
of the same transactions. To the first point, as to 
Rajah Hussein, it was stated that he resided in the 
Perak country with the assent of the King whose aunt 
he had married. The Rajah of Salengore has however 
agreed and provided for his removal. The Reports 
stated by Captain Burney as communicated to him at 
Quedah respecting the number of Piratical Prows in the 
Perak River were also contradicted. The circumstance 
of such Pimws having actually been at the mouth of 
Perak river and the Sambelang Islands is beyond 
all doubt, and altho’ such would not be acknowledged, 
there seems to me little doubt that they were in com- 
munication with the Rajah, and that they would have 
been employed in his defence. These occurrences we 
have a right to prevent, and the occasional presence of 
an Armed Vessel can alone effectually remedy the evil. 
In respect to the next point urged viz. the non in- 
terference in the affairs of Perak it was urged that a 
connection had long subsisted between Perak and 
Salengore, ever since the year 1801, and a treaty was 
produced bearing that date between the two States ; on 
this point more will be said in another place. It is 
enough here to observe that the Rajah of Salengore 
agrees to discontinue all such interference in future. 
The same article determines the boundary between the 
two States, as stipulated in the Articles ot Agreement 
with Ligor; the other articles are of a general nature, 
for mutual intercourse, reciprocal exchange of offen- 
ders, and suppression of Piracy. The only point un- 
adjusted is that for the payment of 2000 dollars, on 
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see para. 25 to which the Rajah of Salenyore has explained in a man- 

27 Mr. Ander n ,-r very different from the representation made to 

son's Report of * 1 

26th August 1825 Captain Burney : That he received no part of the 

Also para. 17 to ... 

25 of the Report Property seized on the OceasKin ; that the MM/ure ot 

“f isth septr. the boats was made by the Perak's people having, by 
means of a false alarm, procured the su l len departure 
of the Siamese who accompanied Che Hat the Liyor 
Aye tit and [who it^j has been generally understood 
was guilty of great rapacity : and that the Perak 
people in reality, in seizing the Liyor boat-, seized 
only their own property, and sunk the boats. If under 
these circumstances, the demand ot 2nu0 dollars be 
enforced from Salenyore. it can only be a- an otferiny 
for the maintenance of trunjiiillity and not a just 
compensation for damage actually done by him. As a 
part of an Agreement subject to the final derision of 
the Right Honorable the Covernor General in Council, 
this point may remain open till the sentiments ot his 
.Lordship on the whole .subject be received. 


I aloss it should be found that the non payment 
is likely in the opinion of Captain Burney to interfere 
materially with the objects of his Mission. In that 
case it may be paid fiom the Treasury, to be recovered 
eventually from Salengore. 

Lhe report ot Mr. Ander.son ol the loth Septr. con- 
tains the account of the actual state in which the Hajah 
ot Per ik is placed. It is evident that he is now liable 
to the. alt ernatc exactions and oppressions ol' Ills 
neighbours <m each side, Timre can be no doubt of 
the views of Liyor against that state. The letters 
written by that Chief and delivered to Mr. Ander-on 
Milliei-ntly di-play the ambitious and int Homing -pint 
that lias hitherto marked the conduct or the Rajah of 

Liuor: On the otlw- hand there ju-i iva-ou 

for believing, that, tile obj -ct ot tlm Rajah of Salenyme 
in exercising any control or supremacy over Perak 
I.- defensive. He is well aware of the views of the 
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Siamese against Perak, and lie is equally aware that 
should that State be placed in complete subjugation to 
Ligor, that his own kingdom must soon fall into the 
same situation. This is exactly the result which it is 
our object to prevent. By the 2d. Aiticle of the 
Agreement made with Captain Burney, the Rajah of 
Ligor engages to send no force to Perak. It must be 
our business to ensure the fulfilment of this Agreement 
in its true sense, and prevent any interference with 
Perak, either by one cr the other of its neighbours. 
Prom Perak or Salengore little or no opposition can be 
dreaded. They look up to us as the only barrier 
against subjugation and destruction. The readiness 
with which they assent to every proposition affords 
sufficient proof of their dependence on us. It is from 
the Rajah of Ligor, all along the aggressor, that the 
breach of Agreement is to be expected, but it is to be 
hoped that the same influence that produced the ad- 
mission of our mediation, and the same dread of our 
power will, discreetly used, secure their adherence to 
the terms. 

The Removal of Rajah Hussan is an object w hich 
it is desirable to see carried into execution as soon as 
possible. I propose therefore to dispatch an armed 
vessel to remain near the mouth of the Perak river, 
until that part of the agreement be carried into execu- 
tion. It will be desirable however if possible to make 
some arrangement for the future disposal of that per- 
son, where [lie will be] less exposed to the temptation 
to which men like him of predatory habits, are too much 
disposed to yield. If willing to reside within the limits 
of Wellesley Province, subject of course to our laws 
and regulations. I see no objection to the allotment of 
land for that purpose. 1 annex herewith drafts of 
letters intended to be addressed to the respective 
Chiefs interested in the late negotiations. 

Deeming it necessary that Captain Burney 
should be fully well informed as to the occurrences 
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at Perak and Salengore in completion of the Agree- 
ment entered into with the Rajah of Ligor, Mr. 
Anderson’s report was submitted to him. His 
observations with the replies of Mr. Anderson are 
annexed to this Minute. It was not ( as I have 
already observed ) to be expected that the disputing 
parties would give the same account of the same 
transactions and it is not surprising, that the Gen- 
tlemen employed, should each receive their impression 
from those with whom the}’ have been in communica- 
tion ; as far as those differences bear on the question 
of the superior degree of penetration or credibility 
to be attached to the different views they have taken 
of the character and conduct of the parties with whom 
they have been negotiating it is enough to observe 
that as both have well performed the duties required 
of them it is unnecessary to pass any decision on 
the relative merits of the negotiations. The address 
of Captain Burney contains some observations 
on the general subject before us which it seems here 
necessary to notice : First, the general question 
of the general independence of the Malay States : 
Second. The relative advantages of abandoning the 
interests of the King of Quedali and making thereby 
more favorable terms with the Rajah of Ligor. 

In respect to the first, if has been observed by 
Mr. Crawfurd. That it is hopeless to prevail on the 
“• Siamese by Treaty to yield their Supremacy over 
*• the Malayan States ; but that if alliances offensive 
“ and defensive were entered into with those States, 
Patani excepted, which is now peopled by Siamese, 
'• the prudent Government of Bankok would pocket 
“ the affront.” 

But there is a previous question here to lie 
answered : Has the Government of Bangkok any 
legitimate right to consider such an act as an affront 
Siamese supremacy over the Malay Peninsula has been 
set forth but it is a thing taken for granted and not 
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proved. I have never seen an)' authority produced 
for it beyond the vague tradition of events, said 
to have passed 700 years ago, and in so far as the 
history of every State has been traced in the Malayan 
Annals, is directly disproved. The occasion of war 
between the Siamese and the Malay States, in which 
the latter were generally successful we find set forth 
in history ; but not one instance of acknowledged 
or established dependency of the one, or supremacy 
of the other, has ever been produced. The Malays 
certainly were never the natural subjects of Siam, 
they are of a different origin, descent, religion, 
and language. The Malay States are weak ; those 
of Siam powerful ; the dependence therefore is the 
result of power, not of right, and has operation 
only in respect to those whose proximity has enabled 
the latter to turn its power to the subjugation of 
its neighbour. The mere assertion of a claim, which 
the asserter never had and never could establish, 
and which the relative state never acknowledged, is a 
mere nullity and can never surely be urged as a legi- 
timate bar to a connection with another State if it 
suits the policy of such to contract it. It may be well 
therefore that the negotiator should abstain entirely 
from agitating a question amounting to an admission 
of such unfounded rights, he should confine himself to 
negotiation in respect to those only whose dependence 
has. however unfortunately and erroneously, been by 
ourselves admitted and promoted, and those are 
Qnedah, to the full extent ; Perak partially only as 
will now be shewn. 

It is scarcely necessary to recapitulate the history 
of the former. It was the northernmost of the Malay 
States and next to the Siamese fiovernment of Ligor, 
the first therefore to feel the effects of their proximity, 
it is admitted at the time of the cession of the Island, 
to have presented the Boongali Mas to Siam, but it is 
clear that it occasionally sent the Boongali Mas to Ava 
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also. To those who attenively read the iirst agreement 
proposed for the cession, no doubt can be entertained 
that the protection of tile British Government against 
both Ava and Siam was the object in view. It cer- 
tainly was not at the time considered that the meie 
presentation of the Boongah Mas placed the King in 
such a state of subjection as to authorize the direct 
interference, exaction and oppression afterwards 
practised. Had it been so con-idered it must have 
followed that the King had no right to cede ami that 
we had no right to accept the Island, but in reality 
the presentation of the Boongah Mas. according to the 
general practice of those countries, bears no such 
construction of dependence as has been put upon it, 
Siam sends the Boongah Mas to China, but 
we have never heard of China exercising any 
control or interference in the internal Govern- 
ment of Siam. Much misconstruction has arisen 
as usual on such occasions, by the erroneous 
application of European Ideas and terms to Indian 
customs. Boongah Mas has been confounded with 
tribute, and then followed homage, vassalage, liege 
lordship and supremacy and all the feudal jargon of 
Europe which when applied to this part of the world 
has never failed to mislead the judgment and confound 
the understanding. The triennial presentation of the 
Boongah Mas being the only connection that subsists 
between Quedah and Siam the British Government 
were fully justified in supporting the King against all 
further interference and encroachment. Had the Kino- 
ceded the whole kingdom to the British Government 
instead of the Island of Penang all the legitimate obli- 
gation tlie ( Government incurred to Siam, would have 
been the regular presentation of the Boongah Mas as 
done by their predecessors. Beyond that all was the 
undue aggression of power on one part and the 
unavoidable submission of weakness on the other, 
against which the weaker state had a right to protect 
it-elf by a connection with a more powerful one, and 
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another powerful state, provided it suited its own 
interests, lias an unquestionable right to bestow it. 
That a course of policy founded on this principle 
would not have been opposed by Siam itself seems 
pretty clear. 

Mr. Crawfurd on this point observes, '• A firm 
■* tone and vigorous conduct will be indispensably 
requisite. The Siamese are surrounded by weak 
*• neighbours, whom they have subjugated and to whom 
“ they have dictated without resistance. This and their 
great ignorance of all foreign nations, has rendered 
" them altho’ essentially weak and puerile, avaricious, 
vain and arrogant to such an extreme as to fancy 
‘‘ themselves nothing less than the very first nation on 
*• the Globe. These unfounded pretensions mislead them 
'• so egregiously, that it is scarcely safe even to attempt 
'■ to conciliate them, and thus the most moderate 
*• policy on the part of other nations, will always 
be in danger of being construed by them into 
timidity and apprehension of their own power. 
From my personal experience of this singular and 
“ impracticable character, it is now my firm eon- 
- viction, that had the circumstances of the time 
“ warranted the Penang Government in promptly 
“ repelling even by Military force the threatened 
*• invasion of the Island, the partial invasion of the 
*• opposite coast, and the threatening and arrogant 
'• language of the Government of Ligore. that the 
" fears of the Siamese Court would have induced it to 
" have made ample atonement, to have retraced its 
“ steps, to have withdrawn its force from Quedah. and 
even forborne in future from meddling in the affairs of 
that state." It was deemed advisable however to follow 
another course. The encroachments of the Siamese 
were allowed, they made endless exactions from the 
King of Quedah, compelled him to attack Perak, and 
when his resources were completely destroyed, drove 
him out of Lis kingdom. 
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As there never occurred in the annals of India ail 
instance of a Native Chief suffering so severely from 
British connection, so his restoration becomes essen- 
tial to the character and reputation of the British 
Government. After the admissions that have been 
made, it is by negotiation only that that event can bo 
brought about. There is no doubt that so long as wo 
protect the King on this Island, the Rajah of Ligore 
cannot consider himself secure. in his new possession, 
and as he would run many risks to get possession of 
the person of the King so would lie be ready to pur- 
chase from us by favorable terms the abandonment of 
his cause ; but it can only be under the conviction, re- 
sulting from trial, of the utter hopelessness of success, 
that we should ever allow ourselves to contemplate 
the abandonment of his cause in pursuit of other 
objects of our own. I fully admit however the 
necessity of a final decision one way or other, for I am 
well aware that no confidence or cordiality can exist 
between us and our pre^mt neighbour so long as the 
King of Quedah remains in his present situation. 

With respect to Perak, its history and political 
relations are known, and have been clearly traced since 
the year of the Hejira 1021, A. D. 1012. It had all 
along been a dependency of Malacca. In 1619 it was 
conquered with Quedah by the King of Acheen and sent 
the Boon gah Mas to that King : in 1612 Malacca was 
taken by the Dutch with the assistance of the Achiiiese. 
From that period Perak lias been a dependency of the 
Dutch at Malacca, It is presumable that they go t 
their title to it from the King of Acheen ; Perak 
remained subject to the Dutch, who established a 
factory and stockade there for the purpose of securing 
their Tin Monopoly up to the year 1795, when 
Malacca was taken possession of by the British 
Government. A detachment from this Island took 
possession of the Fort at Perak, and expelling the 
Dutch, delivered up the whole country to its own. 
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See Letter the 
17 Janry. 1814 
Consult. 20th. 


See Letter from 
Supreme Govern- 
ment 25th Febry. 
1814 Consult. 1st 
Septr. 


King. In 1804/5 a difference arose between tin; 
Kings of Perak and Salengore respecting the boundary, 
when the former took possession of the country. Ln 
1811 we find the King of Qnedah remonstrating to 
this Government, and earnestly requesting advice on 
the cruel order he had received to attack the King 
of Perak. The subject was referred to the considera- 
tion of the Malay Translator. Col. Mclnnes. 

That Gentleman's report refers principally to 
Qnedah ; his observations in respect to Perak it is 
quite unnecessary to repeat. He seems to have drawn 
his conclusions from tiie mere representations of 
the Qnedah Vakeels, and the whole narrative is 
directly contradicted by the known history of Perak. 
There is not a vestige of proof that Siam ever demand- 
ed, or that Perak ever gave the Boongah Mas. The in- 
ferences of the Malay Translator seem to be drawn from 
occurrences at least GOO years old. We have traced 
the political connection of Perak from 1612 a period 
of more than 200 years, there is no mention of any 
dependence on Siam. So far from it, it is clearly 
shewn that Perak is connected with, and dependent on 
quite another power ; the view of the Malay Translator 
seems to have been adopted and communicated to the 
Supreme Government who intimate their anxiety on 
the welfare and security of the King of Qnedah and 
their conviction of the undesirable consequences likely 
to result from the extension of Siamese conquest, in 
the vicinity of Malacca, and authorize a Mission to 
mediate all differences. 

The suggestions of Col. Mclnnes having been 
adopted and acted on, we can only now express 
our regret that on such mistaken premises a course 
of policy should have been pursued which has 
proved so embarrassing and destructive of our 
interests on the Malay Peninsula. In the \ ear 
1818 Perak was subdued by Quedah. acting under 
orders from Ligore, and the King, at the instiga- 
tion and persuasion of this Government agreed 
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and has twice sent the Boongah Mas to Siam, and 
here for the first time commenced the slightest mark 
of dependence on Siam by that State. The Siamese 
were again driven out in 1822 by the Rajah of 
Salengore who restored the King of Perak by treat}', 
but settled his son and Tuanko Hussein at the mouth 
of the river. These are the transactions which formed 
the subject of the late negotiations. It mud be 
evident that Siam can have no legitimate right 
over Perak : we certainly .stand in a certain degree 
committed by the support we have so unfortunately 
given since the year 1801, but it may be hoped 
that it our negotiator cannot succeed in entirely 
rescuing Perak from all subjection, that it will 
hereafter be confined to the presentation of the 
Boongah Mas only, and preclude entirely all further 
interference with that state. 

While on this subject it becomes necessary to 
refer back to the past effects of that influence long 
exercised over the Peninsula by the Dutch Government 
which has now ceased, as well as the alteration likely 
to he produced from the extension of Siamese means 
resulting from the diminished power of their great 
enemies the Burmese. The Dutch, as already ex- 
plained, withdrew from Malacca in 170-3. So long as 
they remained, their presence on the principles they 
acted, must have served as a complete barrier against 
Siamese encroachments on Perak and Salengore ; and 
had they remained it is probable that Quedah also 
would have been saved : There can be little doubt that 
the King when pressed hard by the Siamese and dis- 
appointed in aid from the English woidd have thrown 
himself on the Dutch, and there can be as little doubt 
that that power would have eagerly received him, on 
the terms invariably observed by them, that is 
to say. their Political Alliance would have been 
afforded to save them from European interference, 
then military force to protect against native powers, 
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receiving in return the exclusive privileges of the 
trade of the country. The Records of this Government 
sufficiently shew the dread invariably entertained 
by Captain Light lest the King should throw himself 
into the hands of some foreign European Power, the 
French. Dutch and Danes having all held out to him 
the most promising terms for a settlement in his 
Country. From those dangers, the war with the 
French of 1793 and with the Dutch of 1795 relieved 
us, but it at the same time removed the main barrier 
against Siamese encroachment. On taking possession 
of Malacca and of Perak, we did not continue the con- 
trolling authority exercised over Salengore and Perak 
by the Dutch. We followed the more liberal policy 
of declaring them free and independent, but on thus 
foregoing for ourselves a right evidently derivable 
from conquest, the great subject of regret is, that we 
afterwards, on a mistaken view of Siamese claim, 
allowed one at least ( Perak ) to fall ostensibly under 
the dominion of a native power equally actuated by a 
spirit of commercial monopoly and far more severe, 
oppressive and cruel in its conduct towards its Malay 
subjects. The Dutch nation resumed their possession 
of Malacca in the vear 1818, in the year 1819 they 
renewed their political relations with Salengore, and 
the Dutch Governor at Malacca addressed a Letter to 
the King of Perak preparatory to the same arrange- 
ment. The treaty with Salengore was in the mean 
time, in 1820. annulled by orders from Batavia, and 
the King of Salengore again declared free and inde- 
pendent. It is probable that the Government of 
Batavia had by that time made up their minds on 
the abandonment and withdrawal from the Malay 
Peninsula lately carried into effect by the Treaty of 
March 1821. Their object in contemplating the final 
cession was no doubt the same which actuated them 
on the temporary Cession in 1795. namely to lessen 
the value of the acquisition by diminishing the Politi- 
cal Influence of a settlement which they were soon to 



[ 150 ] 


abandon. The Dutch authority is now finally with- 
drawn from the Peninsula ; the great barrier that has* 
for centuries opposed the subjugation of the Peninsula 
is permanently removed, and we are now to decide 
whether in taking the place of the Dutch we are to 
permit or prevent the result. The revival of Dutch 
treaties and obligations involving generally the ex- 
clusive monopoly of trade cannot be de-arable. On 
the same principle that the temporary policy in 1795 
was to be considered as liberal so we must consider the 
same to be as a permanent measure : but we must not 
not forget that the admission of their independence of 
our own power will be little benefit to them and of 
infinite prejudice to ourselves, if we allow another 
native state possessing no claim whatever to reduce 
them as they have done Quedah to the wretched con- 
dition of abject slavery and dependence. 

We must here keep in mind that the (Siamese 
and Burmese have been at war for more than fifty 
years. All the country between Mergui and Junk- 
ceylon has been the scene of alternate conquest. 
Junkcevlon itself was plundered by the Burmese 
only in 1810. The whole time, troops and attention 
of the Siamese States of Champoon, Phionga and 
Ligor have been directed to the one object of keep- 
ing off the Burmese. From all that expence and 
trouble they are relieved by our conquest of Mergui 
and Tavoy and consequent interposition between 
them and their inveterate foe. All the resources 
directed to the above object are set at liberty for 
other pursuits. And late events here have suffi- 
ciently demonstrated that the first of their objects 
is the subjugation of the Malay Peninsula. The 
future condition of all the States there must there- 
fore entirely depend on the decision of the British 
Government. I am aware that it has been urged 
and may still be the opinion of some that the Malay 
States being of unsettled and predatory habits and. 
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given to piracy, it would be better tliat the 
Peninsula should be under the dominion of a settled 
and powerful state. I confess that I cannot concur 
in this opinion, nor do I believe it to correspond with 
political principles generally pursued. It appears 
to me that a few petty states, who never could 
possibly be dangerous, who themselves looking up 
to us for protection are not likely to harbour views 
' >f hostility against us, would be infinitely safer 
neighbours to petty commercial settlements than a 
powerful state able to draw a large force to a given 
point whenever it suited their purpose. In respect 
to commercial considerations we can draw the best 
conclusions of probable results from references t> 
those places where Siamase principles are in the 
fullest operation and I have never understood that 
the Siamese at Bangkok are more liberal in tlieir 
regulations of trade, or more fair in their dealings 
than the Malay Rajahs in our neighbourhood. That 
the Malay States are much addicted to piracy may 
he true, such probably will never be entirely eradi- 
cated by local application, but it surely may be 
hoped that the discreet exercise of that influence 
which the British < rovernuient will always possess 
will tend to the progress and amelioration of the 
government of those States and the introduction of 
more peaceful habits and the prevention of such 
"I'Curreuoes. 

But again-t the .admission of .Siamese Supremacy 
on this principle, there occurs anol her serious object ion, 
the detestation and aversion ot the Malays t hem-elves 
to Siamese < Government : A It ho' there be little chance 
of their ultimate successful resistance if left to 
themselves, we may be assured t hey would not yield 
without a struggle; and a long course of anarchy* 
confusion and interruption ot commerce would be 
the inevitable result. 

By the late treaty we have given up the right of 
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forming political connections on the Island of Sumatra, 
we have received in return the corresponding - right 
over the Malay Peninsula, hut L apprehend that a line 
of policy which by the admission of Siamese Supremacy 
would exclude us from the first purchase of its valuable 
productions would ill compensate for the loss of what 
we have relinquished. 

It remains tor the superior wisdom of those to 
whom we owe obedience to decide on the future line 
of policy to be pursued : it should in my opinion 
be our object to prevent the mischief becoming 
irremediable before that decision arrives, and I have 
written this minute not merely in further explanation 
of opinions already expressed, but to caution Captain 
Burney against admitting Siamese rights of supreinacy 
which might debar us hereafter from taking those 
States under our protection and effectually maintaining 
their Independence. 

(' Si-ned ) lb lTLLEliTOX 

2 Itll Septcmbel 
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THE PRESIDENT lays before the Board the 
following Translation of a letter to his address from 
the Rajah of Ligore. 

The Rajah of 'l IIE RAJAH of -LIGORE. 

Ligore dated 

27th Septr. 1825. 

TRANSLATION 

of a letter from the Chow Piya of Ligore to the 
Honorable Robert Fullerton Esquire Governor of 
Pulo Penang. 

( After Compliments. ) 

May my friend be informed that his reply 
which he sent by l£oon Aksorn reached me in safety, 
and I feel extremely obliged to my friend. I am 
now about to return and shall certainly set out on 
Friday, the 12th day of the I0th Month. The 
Monsoon for proceeding to the Capital is nearly at 
an end and if much delay takes place in departure it 
will he attended with difficulty to get up. With 
respect to Captain Burney’s engagement that I would 
convey him to the Capital, if he has not already 
sailed, let him depart without delay ; I will convey 
him to the Capital and will settle the business 
agreeable to the desire of the Governor General of 
llengal, and establish a permanent friendship. 

Moreover, when Koon Aksorn was formerly sent 
to purchase something, he did not procure enough, 
wherefore I send that person Nai Neem and Nai 
Simie to purchase some more articles to follow me 
with all haste and to accompany me to the Capital. 
I rely upon my friend that he will receive and treat 
these people like his own subjects, in order that 
they may return speedily and that there my be no 
delay. 

Farther, with respect to Mr. John Anderson’s 
proceeding to Perak and Salengore, I hear he has 
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returned, and I am very anxious to be informed of 
the business. I therefore beg my friend to send me 
a letter and inform me. 

With reference to the letter sent me respecting 
the Criminal named Arif, 1 request my friend will 
cause further search to be made for him. Mr. C'aunter 
stated that my friend was desirous of being informed 
of the appearance of this person Arif and enquired of 
Koon Aksorn, requesting a description of him to be 
sent, in order that he might be apprehended. Arif is 
is a young man. neither tall nor short, his complexion 
reddish, his hair straight, his face a little marked with 
small pox, and he is a relative of Che .Jaya, of Pulo 
Langkawi. I jet my friend call Che Jaya and enquire 
of him, who will no doubt if intimidated discover him. 
When my friend sends me Arif, it will redound much 
to the honor of my friend and be a great proof of his 
friendship for me ; I shall be exceedingly pleased. 
The four lamps which Mr. Caunter delivered to Koon 
Aksorn in my friend’s Name, I have received with 
great pleasure. 

Moreover, what 1 have now stated is done with a 
pure heart and friendly disposition. The Siamese are 
not well acquainted with all the customs ot the 
English, and should any mistake or deviation from 
their etiquette be made let not my friend be displeased. 
My son, whom the great King has sent to reside at 
Kedah, is a young man and 1 am now about to return 
leaving him behind. I therefore trust that a mutual 
tiiendship will be established between my friend and 
him ; Kedah and Pulo Penang are very close to each 
other, and a good understanding and friendly inter- 
course should prevail. 

I have nothing in the way of Siamese manufac- 
ture that is novel to send my friend, and therefore 
send him two Coyans of rice as a token for the pre- 
sent ; I will hereafter look for something of Siamese 
workmanship to repay my friend's favor. 
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L have occasion for a high horse, and have 
desired Koon Aksoru to endeavour to purchase f? one] 
to bring with him. 1 have also sent a prow for the 
purpose of embarking him on, if lie can be procured. 
.Should Koon Aksorn be in difficulty I request my 
friend to assist him, in order that he may return 
speedily. Dated 10th of 10th Month in the year 1211. 

( A true Translation ) 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Pinang 

27th Septr. I82o. 
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SOX of RAJAH of LIGORE, 

TRANSLATE >X 

of a Jotter from Cliow Kooii Nooi sou of the Chow 
1’iya of Ligore to Captain Henry Burney. 

I am directed by tlie Piya of Ligore to write a 
letter and say that he intends returning on Friday, 
the 12th day ot the loth Month, which is positively 
fixed. The Monsoon for going to the Capital 
will soon be unfavorable and it will be difficult to 
proceed, wherefore let my friend sail speedily 
agreeably to the engagement in order that there 
may be no delay in arriving there, so that the 
business may be settled, and friendship and a good 
understanding promoted. Dated 10th of 10th 
Month year Xe 1211, 

A true Translation 
( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt, 

Pinang 

27th Septr. lN2o. 
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THE FOLLOWING letter to the Rajah of 
Ligore advising the departure of Captain Burney 
is recorded. 

To, 

THE RAJAH of LIGORE. 

LETTER 

from the Honorable Robert Fullerton Governor of 
Pulo Penang to the Chow Piya of Ligore. 

I have to acquaint my friend that Captain 
Burney has departed tc meet my friend at Ligore 
accordin<' to his agreement and that I have given 
that officer full instructions to show my friend every 
thing that Mr. Andetson has done at Perak and 
Salengore on the part of the British Government 
and to explain all the arrangements which have been 
made which are in conformity to my orders and 
have my approval. 1 am about to dispatch a Cruizer 
to Perak to await the fulfilment of the engagement 
which has been made for the immediate removal of 
Rajah Hussati and to give full effect to the other 
arrangements. I enclose for my friend’s informa- 
tion, copies of the engagements entered into with 
the Chiefs of Perak and Salengore. 

Having now with so much trouble and expence, 
adjusted the various points of difference between 
my friend and the States of Perak and Salengore 
and laid the foundation for the reestablishment of 
peace, order and tranquillity, I expect nothing on 
the part of my friend or any of his people will be 
done to revi\e party differences. I shall take care 
to keep Salengore and Perak fir inly to their engage- 
ments and must recommend my friend to keep 
quiet on his part. 1 trust a cordial friendship will 
he firmly established through the Agency of my 
friend and Captain Burney at the Capital between 
tlie Siamese and British Governments. 
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1 have frequently assured ray friend cf my ready 
inclination and desire to cultivate friendly relations 
with the Siamese, and I expect my friend will leave 
especial orders at Quedah. that nothin*' be done on 
[ the ] part of any of my friend’s people, calculated to 
disturb the arrangement which has been made at 
Perak and Salengore, or to interrupt the harmony and 
good will which have now been established between 
my friend and myself, and through us between the 
Siamese and English nations. 

I wish my friend a -ate and prosperous journey 
and hope he will receive Captain Burney with kind- 
ness and attention and speedily accompany him to the 
Capital to confirm with the Emperor, the friendship 
now so happily established between us. 

(Signed) K. FULLERTON 
Governor. 

The 23rd. Septr. l>2o 

Translated 

(Sd.) -LA. 

My. Transr. 
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To the Rajah of 
Perak dated 21 
Septr. 1825. 


THE FOLLOWING letter to the Rajah ot I’eiak, 
in reply to one received through Mr. Anderson is laid 
before the Board. 

To, 

THE RA.JAH of PERAK. 


LETTER 

from the Honorable Robert Fullerton, Governor of 
Pulo Pinang to Paduka Sri Sultan Abdullah King fit 
Perak. 

1 have duly received my friend’s letter brought 
by my Agent, Mr. Anderson, and that Gentleman lias 
also laid before me the engagement given to him by 
my friend which is extremely satisfactory to me, as 
evincing a disposition to prolong that cordial under- 
standing which has, for a length of time subsisted be- 
tween the state of Perak and the Governments of Pulo 
Penang and Malacca. It was a source of deep regret 
to me to observe the destruction and differences 
prevailing in my friend's country, and desirous of 
prolonging and securing his independence and the full 
exercise of his Sovereign rights, 1 adopted such mea- 
sures as appeared to me were calculated to secure these 
important objects. The cordial reception which my 
friend and his Chiefs gave to my Agent and the respect 
and attention shewn to him are gratifying to me. in 
as much as it proves that my proffered mediation 
lias been received with proper feeling. The engage- 
ments now entered into betwixt my friend, the Chow 
Piya of Ligore and the King of Salengore, under 
the sanction of the British Government will no doubt, 
have the effect of putting a stop to all differences 
and misunderstandings and restoring peace and 
tranquillity amongst the neighbouring states. The 
conditions of the treaty with the Chow Piya of Ligore 
having been carried into effect and being in progress, 
through the agency of the British Government, the 
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f'how Piya will return to his own country, his turret 
will be entirely disbanded, and lie will be prevented 
from exercising any future interference whatever ovei 
the states of Perak and Salengore. It is the object and 
intention of the British Government to uphold and 
support the independence ot their states and to pre- 
vent all encroachment or interference on either -dde to 
avoid disputes. 1 expect therefore that my friend will 
duly conform to his engagement in all respects, wherein 
encouragement will be held out to trader' to resort to 
h'w country, his own means [and] resource' will b-* 
encrea~ed and a cordial understanding will prevail 
amongst all parties. Peace and an unrestricted 
commercial intercourse are all that is de'iivd by the 
British Government. 

My Agent informed me that my freutd wa~ 
de'irou~ that a Gruizer should remain at Perak till 
Rajah Hassan had finally quitted the Country. I 
have received information that the King of Salengore 
has sent prows to convey away the Glut' from Kwala 
Bidor and 1 now send two Crui/ers to expedite the 
departure of Rajah Hawaii, to atfoid proto rioit to the 
Ryots and to bring me a report ot the evacuation of 
the pO't of Kwala Bidor by that Thief. 1 ivipie't that 
my friend will inform Mr. Cracrolt of his Welfare. 

(Signed) 1!. l l l.LKRTON 
Pinang-I't Septr. 1 s2o. 

Translated 

(Sd.; -I. A. 

My. Transi. 
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THE following Letter to the Rajah of Salengore 
dispatched by the H. C. C. Prince of Wales is recorded. 


To 


To the Rajah of 
Salengore dated 
the 23rd Septr. 
1825. 


THE RAJAH of SALENGORE. 


Letter 


from the Honorable Robert Fullerton, Governor of 
Pulo Penang to Paduka Sri Sultan Ibrahim King of 
Salengore. 


I hare duly received my friend’s several letters 
and understand their contents. Mr. Anderson has 
also laid before me a translation of a lettor to his 
address, in which my friend states that he had been 
prevented by indisposition from sooner dispatching 
the prows destined to convey away the guns in charge 
of Rajah Hassan at Kwaia Bidor. 1 am happy to find 
however that my triend is proceeding to carry into 
effect in the spirit of sincerity and truth, the stipula- 
tions of the engagement which he entered into with 
my Agent, Mr. Anderson. This letter will be con- 
veyed to my friend by a Captain Cullinson of one of 
the Crtiizers. who has been directed to remain at 
Perak until the removal of Rajah Hassan is effected 
and to bring the intelligence to that effect. 1 trust 
therefore that no delay will take place. If Rajah 
Hassan desires, as he mentioned to Mr. Anderson, to 
take up his abode within the Honorable Company's 
territory, there will be no objection to his doing so, 
conforming to the rules and customs observed by the 
Subjects of the Hoiible. Company. 


My friend states that he did not seize anv of 
the Siamese prows, but lie cannot deny that a fleet 
ot prows proceeded from Salengore to Perak in charge 
ol his Sons the Rajah Mooda and Daula. From the 
statements I have received, the value ot the property 
on board the pralius was very considerable and I 
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think it will be proper for my friend to pay 2,000 
Dollars by which his independence will be entirely 
secured and he will be finally freed from all in- 
terference on the part of the Siamese. My friend 
cannot be ignorant that but for the intervention of 
the British Government he would have been attacked 
some Months ago, and 2,000 Dollars is a small 
sacrifice for a relief from such a threatened calamity. 
On these grounds therefore I expect that my friend 
will pay the sum proposed. If it pleases my friend 
to pay the amount the Captain will receive it 
in Tin or Dollars, or if he will send me a reply 
engaging to pay it he may send it when more 
convenient to himself. As to my friend's debts in 
Perak these will be taken into consideration after 
the removal of Rajah Hassan, the King of Perak 
informed my Agent that he also had some accounts 
to produce. Let not the road of friendship be 
destroyed by disputes on this head. Engagements 
have now been made, fixing the established boundary 
between Perak and Salengore, by which I trust all 
future differences will be obviated and I must 
caution my friend that as these engagements have 
been made under the sanction of the British Govern- 
ment, and it is my determination to cause the same 
to be enforced, and to prevent interference of the 
Siamese or the sending of men to the Southward 
and to secure to each Chief the free and full pos- 
session of his Sovereign rights, that it will be 
incumbent on my friend to observe the conditions of 
the agreement, for no deviation can be permitted. 
The several provisions in that agreement are 
satisfactory to me and 1 hope may be the means of 
ensuring tranquillity and cordial understanding 
among all parties, promoting union and good will 
between Salengore, Pulo Penang and Perak and 
extending and encouraging the trade between the 
respective States, to the mutual advantage and 
peace of all. 
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I shall be happy to receive accounts of my 
friend’s welfare. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 

Governor. 


Penang 

21st Septr. ISd-o. 

Translated 

(Signed) J. ANDERSON 
Malay. Translator to Govt. 
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To the KA-JAH HASSAN at KWALA BIDOR. 


LETTER from MR. JOHN ANDERSON to 
RAJAH HASSAN at KWALA BIDOR. 

1 am directed by the Honhle. Robert l-'ullerton 
Governor of Pulo Penang to inform my friend that a 
letter has been received from the King of Salengoro 
mentioning his having sent prows to convey away the 
Guns in my friend's charge and to express an expecta- 
tion that my friend has already made the necessary 
preparations for his immediate departure from the 
Perak Country agreeably to the engagement entered 
into and his own assurances to me. 

H ith respect to my friend - ' wish to take up his 
abode in the Double. Company’s Territory. I have 
made known his wishes to the Honhle. the Governor 
who has been pleased to say there will be no objection 
to his residing here so long as my friend pleases, 
conforming however to the rules and customs of the 
subjects ot the Honhle. Company. It will give me 
satisfaction to receive my friend with kindness. 

One ot the Honhle. Company's Cruizers is sent to 
remain at Perak and to bring a report of my friend's 
final departure from Perak, bet him therefore make 
no delay. 

(Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 

Pol. Agent to Perak and Salengoro 

Penang 

23d. Septr. Is 2.1. 


Translated 
J. A. 

M : T : to Govt. 
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS. The 1st December 1825. 

Records, 

Straits Settle- 

merits, Vol. 105, 

pp - 455-459. READ a further letter from the Resident of 

Singapore, with the following copy of a dispatch to 
the Supreme Government containing further intel- 
ligence from Siam and Java. 


RESIDENT of SINGAPORE. 


Pol. Dept. 


To 


(Copies) 


G. SW INTON Esqre. 

Secretary to the Government 

PORT WILLIAM 

SIR, 

The annual Junks from Siam have begun to arrive 
in considerable numbers and a ship belonging to the 
King arrived on the 6th instant. The latter brought 
me a letter from the Prah-Klang containing nothing 
but a recommendation of the Commander. The 
< Country throughout is in a state of perfect tranquillity. 
As well as I am able to ascertain, the Chief of Chum- 
pon, the person by whose ciders the inhabitants of the 
province of Mergui were carried off as prisoners, has 
been severely punished by the King of Siam, being at 
present imprisoned in irons. Considerable anxiety 
is felt by the Court for the fate of tile Siamese seized 
and detained by t he Commanding Officer at Mergui in 
retaliation for the depredations committed by this 
individual. Of the sentiments entertained by the 
Court of Siam in regard to their relation to the British 
power, the onl\ notice I am able to supply is contained 
in the annexed extnwt of a letter from the Agent of a 
mercantile hou»e at this place, now at Bangkok. 


[The remainder of this letter deals with Java and 
Celebes.] 

I have &c. (Signed). J. CRAWFURD 
Singapoie Resident. 

8th Nuii. Ic25. 
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EXTRACT of a private letter trom the Agent of a 
Mercantile House at Singapore re-iding at Bangkok, 
dated the Blst August 

The Siamese intend to .-end an expedition to 
assist the King ot Rigor in taking Salengore and 
Perak. The Captain ot the Port asked me if those 
places had any connexion with the British. I said 
they had, and was afraid that the English woidd nob 
allow them to take either of them, at the same t hue 
telling him that I, as a Merchant, had nothing to do 
with matters of that nature, and only told so much to 
him as a private friend. He immediately went and 
told the Prah-Klang, who instantly went to the Palace, 
taking the Port Captain with him to inform the King. 
What alteration it made in his plans 1 do not know. 
Twenty of their war boats dropped down the river the 
other day. Where they went. 1 could find no person 
that would inform me. Notwithstanding Mr. Craw- 
ford's friendly assurances to this C jvernment, they 
still believe that the English have a design upon their 
Country and l think all the world would not convince 
them to the contrary. The Prah-Klaug says why 
does Mr. Crawford always inform us of the Coventor 
Ceneral’s friendship, that is as much as to say he does 
not always intend to befriend us. We are daily 
expecting the Commissioners Ship here from Bengal 
which will 1 hope bring us good news ot the final 
conclusion of the War. 
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 1st December 1820. 

Records, 

Straits Settle- " 
merits, Vol. 105, 
pp. 463-8. 

THE PRESIDENT records the following Minute. 


MINUTE by the PRESIDENT. 


Adverting to the question of discussion that may 
arise between Captain Hurney and the Siamese 
Covernment respecting tiie Malay states it appears 
advisable that he should be furnished with copies of 
all Treaties made by the Dutch Government as well as 
the British that may be found on our records. I 
propose accordingly that they be copied and trans- 
mitted via Singapore by the first opportunity 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 
25th November 1825. 

THE ACTING SECRETARY reports that copies 
ot the following treaties and papers, being all that 
could be found on record, were, duly forwarded by the 
Honorable Company's Shi]) Orient to Singapore for 
transmission to Captain Burney at. Bangkok. 


( Note — No list of treaties Ac. appears.) 
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THE PRESIDENT records the following Minute. 
MINUTE by the PRESIDENT. 

In inference to the letters from the Supreme 
Government of 2d and ltith September last, a few 
observations seem necessary. In respect to the first I 
fear we have failed in conveying sufficient explanation 
of the extent of our views and intentions towards 
Perak and Salengore. and of the nature of the coun- 
teraction we meant to oppose against the Siamese 
encroachments on those States. ( )n the perusal of 
the treaty concluded between the British and the 
Netherlands Government on the 24th of March 1821. 
the nature of the political relations to be maintained 
between us and the neighbouring Malav States, which 
may be said to have been for ages under the protec- 
tion of the Dutch at Malacca, appeared to me one of 
the first questions that would arise after our occupa- 
tion of that settlement and until that question could 
be decided by Superior authority it certainly appeared 
to me most desirable that the extension ot Siamese 
dominion towards that quarter should, if possible, 
be prevented. But great as 1 considered the object, 
it certainly did not occur to me that we should be 
justified in using actual force in defence ot those 
States and thereby involving ourselves in positive 
hostilitv with a Siamese Chief. Military operations 
were not therefore in our contemplation : all that could 
be done was to counteract their progress by Use ot the 
legitimate means at. our disposal, to refuse our consent 
to their armament passing thro' the Harbour, to point 
out to them the circumstance of our having taken the 
place of the Dutch at Malacca, and the danger of 
future collision in consequence between the two 
Governments, and lastly in so far as existing disputes 
between the Rajah of Ligor and Salengore afforded a 
prefer ■■ of attack, to attempt the removal of such 
prel r by offering to mediate on the adjustment of 
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all disputes, ft was only on these principles that the 
extension of Siamese dominion over the Peninsula 
was intended to be counteracted, it is satisfactory that 
the course has to this period been attended with suc- 
cess and highly gratifying to find by the letters of 
the 16th September that our measures have met the 
entire approbation of the Supreme Government. It 
may be hoped that the exertions of Captain Burney 
will prove successful in putting a final stop to the 
further subjugation of the Malay Peninsula, but even 
if he should fail still much is gained by keeping 
things in the same state pending decision of the 
Superior authorities in Europe, and it must be our 
study by opposing the same means of counteraction to 
prevent the evil becoming irremediable before the 
receipt of that decision which will relieve Ua ot 
considerable doubt and embarrassment on this im- 
portant question. 

(Signed) lb IT UTUTOX 
oUth November 1 S2b. 
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Factory FORT CORNWALLIS The 15 December 1825. 

Records, 

Straits Settle* — 

merits, Vol. 105. 

pp. 573-6. 

RAJAH of SALENGORE 

Rajah of Salcn- 

^ore 15 Decern- 

t>er Isis. TRANSLATION of a letter from Sultan Ibrahim 
Rajah of Salengore to the Double. Robert Fullerton 
Governor of Pulo Penang. 

(After Compliments.) 

May my friend be informed that the letter of 
which Nakoda Attak was the bearer has reached 
me in safety and 1 understand its contents. With 
respect to what is mentioned in relation to pirates, 

I have never harboured them and my friend may 
examine and ascertain that they have never been 
permitted to remain in my country. My friend may 
send a Crnizer to search if he pleases. Moreover 
my friend knows that from the earliest times 1 have 
not harboured pirates and lie directs me to check 
them ; but I cannot prevent them, my friend only 
can put a stop to these proceedings ; for I am 
ignorant of them. If there be any person who says 
I give protection to pirates, my friend can send a 
cruizer with the informer to look after them and I 
am anxious to know who has stated that I harbour 
pirates. 

Farther it is mentioned in my friend's letter 
that he will settle with the Rajah of Perak relative 
to my property and all this time I have refrained 
from going to demand it, as my friend has said he 
will do so ; and if he had not said he would do so, I 
shall go myself. With respect to the engagement 
entered into between my friend and myself I shall 
not deviate from it and I only interfere with Perak 
because the Rajah has some of my property ; but 
if my friend will settle all I shall not interfere 
farther. 
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The Rajah again alludes to the duty on Tin at 
Perak to which he has so frequently adverted and to 
which he has entirely relinquished the right. 

As to the Siamese, why has iny friend permitted 
them to proceed to Perak ? My friend mentioned 
that he intended to restore peace between Perak 
and Salengore. The Siamese have restored the old 
Laxamana. Why has my friend not prevented 
them ? and if they persisted, my friend might use 
force. The Siamese have also appointed Nakoda 
Mahomet Rajah Makota. 

Dated 27th Rabial Akhir 1211. 

(A True Tianslation) 

(Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Translator to Govt. 

Pinang 

Jo Deer. lS2o. 


ORDERED that with reference to the intel- 
ligence contained in the concluding paragraph of 
the foregoing letter, a letter be addressed to the 
Bajinda Muda remonstrating against the occupation 
of Perak by the Siamese forces, requiring their re- 
call, and a strict adherence on the part of the 
Siamese Government to the late Treaty concluded 
at Kedah with the Rajali of Ligore and Captain 
Burney Political Agent for the Honorable Company. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 22d December 182-",. 


Factory 
Records, 

Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. 105, 

pp- 824 7. THE following letter from the Honble. the 

Governor to the Chow Pya of Ligor and one from 
the Malay Translator to the son of that chief, are 
recorded. 

Tothe Chow Pya To the CHOW PYA of LIG< >R. 

of Ligor dated 

16Decr. 1825. 

Letter 

from the Honble. Robert Fullerton Esquire Governor 
of Pulo Penang to the Chow Pya of Ligor. 

When a few months ago Captain Burney con- 
cluded a treaty of peace and friendship with my 
friend and I undertook to adjust the difference* 
which then unhappily subsisted between my friend 
and the States of Perak and Salengore. T expected 
that a termination would have been put to all 
farther discussion or reference on such subjects ; 
but I regret to observe, that no sooner had I with 
much trouble and expence adjusted all the points of 
difference complained of, and my friend had pro- 
ceeded on his return to Ligore, agreeably to his 
promise, than a party of several hundred Siamese and 
Malays proceeded across from Kedah to Perak where 
T am informed they still remain. 

I took little notice of this for some time, as it 
was asserted by some of my friend’s Agents that the 
party was merely intended to accompany the Rajah 
Iveehil Mooda and other Perak Chiefs and that they 
would return without delay to Kedah. It appears 
however, that not only the land party which pro- 
ceeded to Perak, but the boats which w ere sent 
under convoy of a cruizer from hence still remain 
there and complaints have been made that Nakoda 
Mahomed has been promoted by Siamese authority 
to an important post in the Perak Government and 
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is now exercising powers there which are not only 
extremely offensive to the Ryots of the Country 
but which being sanctioned by .any of my friends 
officers is ,an infraction of the solemn engagement 
between my friend and the British Government. 

The treaty between my friend and Captain 
Burney has been approved and ratified by the Right 
Houble. the Governor General and I must now 
therefore require my friend to give immediate direc- 
tions for the return of the parties from Perak and to 
abstain from future interference in the Government 
of the country agreeably to existing engagements 
with the several states. In this I expect there will 
be no delay. 

(Signed) R. FULLERTON 
Govr. 

Penang 

16 Deer. lS2o. 


[ The letter from the Malay Translator to the 
son of the Chow Pya of Ligor follows, but it contains 
no new matter.] 
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FORT CORNWALLIS The 22d December 1825. 


Factory 
Records, 
Straits Settle- 
ments, Vol. IOS, 
pp. 865-8. 


SUPTDT. of FOLICK. 


Supt. of Police 
dated 21 Deer. 
1825. 


W. S. Cracroft Esquire. 

Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose for the information of 
Government a Siamese and Malayan paper under the 
seal or Chop of one Aluang Fea Xyoot. who I under- 
hand is the Chom Fea Ban or Siamese Commander in 
Chief at Kedah, which was found in possession of a 
•lawi man of this place named Yusuf or -Joosoo : from 
rhe date of the paper it appears to be about three 
months old. 


This Document seems to be a sort of grantor 
commission in the name of the Rajah of Ligor to said 
•loosoo conferring on him some privileges or favour, 
and requiring him to use his endeavours to bring back 
the Malay?, of Kedah and Lankawi to settle in that 
Island. 


•loosoo is a petty trader between there and Kedah, 
and is 1 believe a nephew of Bappoo Cundoo, the king 
of Kedah s late head man, hi?- family lias resided in 
this Island many years. Be was found with this paper 
in his possession on board his praliu in the Krian river 
three or four (lavs ago. bv some boats that went up the 
river under charge of the commander of the Blossom in 
quest, of pirates, and from two or three other papers 
that were found in his praliu there can be no doubt 
but lie is on terms of intimacy and friendship with the 
notorious Kedah pirate Fakir saib, with whom he had 
probably gone up the Krian to confer when met with 
by our boats. He however says he went there for 
trading purposes, and there is no proof to the contrary. 
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He says the paper now transmitted was given to 
him about three months ago by the Raja of Ligor 
himself, the day he left Kedah to return to his own 
Country, and that it is merely intended as a pass or 
Certificate to exempt him from duties in Rice provided 
lie exports the same for the use of the inhabitants of 
Lankawi and for no other place ; and also on consider- 
ation that he will endeavour to get some of the good 
and peaceable inhabitants who tied ftooi Kedah and 
that place to return and settle there. 

•Joosoo appears to have remained at Kedah some 
Weeks after the Raja’s departure for Ligor. and to 
have returned here from thence about a month ago. 

i have itc. 

(Signed) lb CACXTER 
Sup. of Colice. 

Police Office 
21 Her. 1825. 


ORDERED, that the Commission be sent to ( he 
Translator for translation. 
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Bengal Secret 
and Political 
Consultations, 
Vol. 330. 

Pol. Dept. 
No. 17. 


FORT WILLIAM 13th May 1825. 


No. 1. 

E. A. Blundell Esquire 

Acting Secretary to Government 
Sir, 

I have now the honor to submit for the inform- 
ation of the Honorable the Governor in Council, a 
detailed report of my proceedings since I last left 
the Presidency on the 7th of February. I propose 
to frame mv report in three separate letters — No. 1 
the present letter will refer to my communications 
with the Governor of Ligore and the officers subject 
to his authority ; No. 2 to those with the Governor 
of Salang and the Siamese States to the northward 
of Pungah ; and No. 3 will give cover to a Map and 
a memorandum, containing such details respecting 
geogra|)hy and other subjects of general inform- 
ation. as I was enabled to gather during the pro- 
gress of in}- mission. 

I arrived at Kedah on the 8th of February, and 
found no difficulty in obtaining from the Baginda 
Muda the promised letters of introduction to the 
Pya of Salang and Prahs of Tuccotong and 
Tuccopa. To the Pya of Chimpohuu he declared 
his inability to write, as neither himself nor any of 
his officers is acquainted with that Governors precise 
titles, and to address him without inscribing them 
correctly would be highly disrespectful. He declined 
also to order two of his more intelligent Siamese 
servants to accompany me, on the plea of his having 
too few Siamese at Kedah to spare a single man, 
but the attendants whom he selected, Malays, I 
deemed it prudent to accept, as I believed, and I 
afterwards found I was right in so believing, that 
I should be able to make even their presence useful 
at any place which I might visit in the Kingdom of 
Kedah. 
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1 was told of Khoon Aksorn’s having passed 
Kedah the day before my arrival, and as lie was a 
Messenger proceeding directly from the L'liow Pya of 
Ligore, the Baginda Muda observed, that the Honor- 
able the Governor had better communicate his wishes 
with respect to the mutual surrender ot criminals 
between Kedah and Penang to Khoon Aksorn. and 
that in fact he. the Baginda Muda. had now no power 
to conclude any arrangement for this purpose with me. 

[ learnt also that my Chinese Agent, Achong. had 
been forwarded to Ligore on the 30th of January. 

The Baginda Muda and his officers appeared to 
place much more confidence in me during this visit 
than what they had previously done, and even the 
surly C’hiom Pya Ban was more civil. 1 was solicited 
t.o land some of my Escort and to exercise the Sepoys 
before the young Chief: and he fatigued me in making 
me describe to him the forms of salutation and of 
receiving and paying visits in England. At my de- 
parture also, he engaged me to accompany him on an 
excursion up Elephant Mount whenever I again 
visted Kedah. 

As usual, however, 1 had to persuade him to- 
de.-troy the first draft of his proposed reply to the 
letter from the Honorable the Governor, and to 
substitute something more precise and intelligent. 
He as well as Chicm Pya I’an charged the King of 
Kedah with constantly sending spies and emissaries 
into the Kedah territories, in order to sow suspicions 
into the mind' of the Siamese, and to incite the Malay 
inhabitants to revolt, and they smiled incredulously at 
mv as'iiranees. that the King had been earnestly 
cautioned by our Government against such pro- 
ceedings. I found they firmly believed that many of 
the piratical incursions made by the Kings relatives 
and adherents, are made with our privity and full con- 
currence, and they fairly told me that as long a.- the 
King of Kedah continued at Penang, no oiinfidemv or 
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good understanding could subsist between the English 
and Siamese. I was subsequently told by the Malayan 
writer to Cliiom Pva Ban, that among themselves, the 
Siamese are in the habit of saying that they can never 
live at Kedah in security so long as the English are 
allowed to occupy Penang. But I discoveied this 
writer to be secretly in the interest of the King of 
Kedah, and I suspect, that he had only heard the same 
observation as that which the Baginda Muda and the 
Chiom had made to me, but that he repeated it in the 
manner most likely to injure my intercourse with the 
Siamese. 


There was a report of Kedah that a British Agent 
had arrived at Bangkok, having crossed the Country 
from the Western Sea. that he had presented a 
thousand stand of muskets to the King of Siam — that 
His Majesty had resolved upon co-operating with the 
British Forces against Ava. and that he had observed 
several officers of high rank and 70.0OU men to be held 
in readiness to march against the Burmese in the 
direction of Cheung-mai : and also the Chow Pya of 
Ligore to open friendly communications with the 
Honorable the Governor of Penang, for which purpose 
Khoon Aksorn had been deputed. On questioning 
the Baginda M uda regarding this intelligence, he ac- 
knowledged that such a report had reached Kedah, but 
professed his inability to tell me how far it was true, 
and he declared, that the objects of Khoon Aksorn's 
visit to Penang were two-fold — first, to offer the loan of 
the boats and vessels for which Captain Low had applied; 
and secondly, to purchase some cloths and other articles 
for his father to take to Bangkok for the funeral of the 
late King of Siam. 1 learnt, however, privately, just, 
before leaving Kedah, and found at Pungalx that I had 
in part learnt correctly, that the Court of Siam being 
incredulous on the subject of our successes against 
Ava, and distrustful of the accounts which Mr. Craw- 
furd from Singapore and other British officers had 
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transmitted, had directed the Chow Pya of Ligore to 
open communications with the Honorable the Governor 
and endeavour by that means to obtain correct and 
full intelligence regarding our proceedings, and that 
the Chow Pya had accordingly deputed Khoon Aksorn 
to Penang, with instructions to pretend to purchase 
cloths, and to discuss with the Honorable tlie Governor 
propositions for restoring the King of Kedah, and 
even to offer a loan of boats, at the same time that he 
exerted himself to learn and ascertain as much as 
he possibly could regarding the nature and progress ot 
the war. 

It was my original intention and desire, on 
leaving Penang to proceed from Kedah and visit 
Mergui and Rinnong, to ascertain the precise state of 
the war. and the nature of the Siamese claims and 
authority in that quarter before 1 met the Governor of 
bigore, hut apprehensive that 1 might be delayed to 
the northward long after Acliong reached Trang, and 
believing that this Government considered my inter- 
view with the Chow Pya as the principal object of my 
Mission. I determined upon confining myself to 
collecting and communicating intelligence between 
Kedah and Pungah during the interval of Aohong's 
absence. 

Prom Kedah we proceeded towards the Purlis 
district. Having heard that the Chiom or Limnj 
here. Kat-Mintha. is a very intelligent person and a 
near relative of the Pya ot Chaiya. I ascended on the 
1 1th February thirteen miles up the Purlis River to 
Kangar, where l found fifteen large boats equipping, 
and about three hundred inhabitants, forty Siamese 
only, twenty Chinese, and from two to three hundred 
Malays. The Chiom had unfortunately been sum- 
moned to Kedah the day before, but I was received by 
those in charge of the place with civility, and allowed 
to walk about and converse indiscriminately with the 
Inhabitants. The Chiom's character had been justly 
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represented to me. The Malays here appeared happy 
and contented. Paddy was extremely cheap and 
allowed to be freely exported — and several traders 
from Penang were loading their little boats with every 
.-emblanee of confidence. 

I met here Sing-chon, a Chinese servant belong- 
ing to the Pya of Singora who. was returning to his 
master from Penang with a large supply of Ihirop-* 
and Indian c-loths destined for the King of Siam's 
funeral. He assured me. that his master had not the 
slightest idea or chance of being appointed to the 
charge of Ivedah. He further told me. that he had 
been allowed to visit Penang, because his business 
relate 1 to the King of Siam, but that he was closely 
watched by the followers of the Chief of Ligore. 

On my return from Kangar, I stopped and landed 
at Kayang. a small village about five miles from 
the month of the Purlis River, containing ten Siamese 
under a Morn. Prab. ten or twelve Chinese, and trom 
fifty to sixty Malays. I found the principal China- 
man here named Hingoo. is an agent of Che Toah at 
* ? right Penang, who has farmed the exclusive, state* ol 
opium. Salt and Cotton Wool in this District. 

We next proceeded towards the Sittool District, 
and on tie* 18th of February ascended through the 
Qiuilla Settuol tooah, or Snugty Mem bang Legaree, 
to Meinbang Segara. a small village about ten miles 
trom the sea. containing fifteen or twenty Malays only 
under an old Malay named Tuaukee bong. He told 
me. that a Morn. Pullu-n, with ten Siamese are living 
some mile- further in the interior, where many Chinese, 
are settled cultivating paddy, that Meinbang Segara is 
the limit of the Bagimla Muda’s authority, and under 
the orders of tile Chow Pva’s two eldest sons residing 
a few miles further to the northward, up the Meeraket 
River ; and that the greater portion of the Malayan 
inhabitants of this District lias fled to Penang. The 
River Membaug Segara is shallow and not navigable 



[ 181 ] 


for even a canoe excepting when the tide enters. 
There could be no large boats built here, but I learnfc 
here and again at Lungu, that the two young chiefs 
of Meerakit are equipping at that place from twenty 
to thirty boats. 

On questioning the inhabitants of Membang 
Segara as to the cause and nature of the insurrection 
which occurred in this District two years ago, they 
told me that the whole originated in some emissaries, 
they believe from Penang, having spread a report that 
that the Siamese were abont to transport all the wives 
and children of the Malays to Ligore, and that this 
report, which was entirely false, had led to the destruc- 
tion of many lives, and to the emigration of nearly two 
thousand people. They further stated that much 
mischief had been done, and was continuing to be done 
bj- such emissaries, who would not allow Malays to 
live peaceably under the Siamese Government. 

The people at Membang Segara, and at every 
place to the north of it wherever I visited. I found 
speaking Siamese among themselves, as if it were their 
vernacular tongue. 

From Membang Segara, we proceeded towards the 
Meerakit river, and anchored near Pulo Eepoh, an 
Island described as possessing a very abundant tripang 
fishery around it ; we attempted on the 20th of 
February to ascend the Meerakit river, but the extreme 
shallowness of the bar at its mouth shewed us that our 
schooner had no chance of entering the river excepting 
on the top ot high water. 

We next proceeded towards the Lungu District 
and landed on the 21st February at Lungu, a small 
village, situate about a quarter of a mile up a small 
stream, and containing about thirty Chinese, and from 
fifty to sixty Malays and orang Laut, under a Chinese 
captain named Ceet. This river, I saw immediately, 
was quite unfit for building or equipping boats in, and 
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on questioning the Chinese captain, 1 learnt that this 
stream is called Qualla Lunju muda, and that a few 
miles more to the northward there is another called 
Sungey Beebera. and sometimes Qualla Lungu tooah, 
where the Siamese are building two or three boats, but. 
that even that stream is too small to admit of the con- 
struction of large vessels. He further told me. what 1 
had previously heard, that a large body of the followers 
of the Pya of Singora live several miles up the Rubong 
Bova. a large river between the Meerakit and Lungn, 
but that I could not communicate with any of them, 
as the mouth of the river is occupied by a party of 
Ligorians. 


Note.— The King 
of Kedah him- 
self has just 
confirmed to 
me what I had 
heard as to 
Sungey Oopeh 
being his boun- 
dary. 


I learnt here, and the information was subsequent- 
ly confirmed, that the two sons of the Chow Pya named 
Phoh Kiom and Plioli Pho, are placed at Meerakit for 
the purpose of superintending the preservation of the 
Fdible Birds' nests, and the collection ot a tithe on all 
tripang caught, in which two valuable articles ot com- 
merce the shores and rocky isles between Purlis and 
Pak-lao abound, and that the authority of these young 
Chiefs extends to Sungey Oopih. which is a small 
stream just above the river TV-luwas or Talavase, and 
which was the last established boundary between the 
King and the Pva of Mtwdelongs possessions. 

1 delivered a complimentary letter and some pre- 
sents to tlie Chinese captain to be forwarded to the 
young Chiefs at Meerakit, which be said a messenger 
from Lungu could reach in a few hours. 


From Lungn, we proceeded towards the river 
Tiang. We had previously ascertained that Forrests’ 
Telaga, Telaga Toojoo, Mannevillete’s Pundaen, and 
Ilorsburgh’s Talavase ( Te-luwas ; as well as Pulo 
Telibon and several other places on the coast between 
Lungu and Pak-lao, Pak-lao, had been deserted ever 
since the occupation of Junkceylon by the Burmese in 
1810, and that they are now the haunts of Pirates, or 
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occasionally of Orang Laut when engaged in fishing 
for tripang, at Tanjong Sittar, a small island lying in 
a deep hay to the north af Teluwas, which hay is not 
noticed in any chart that we had, and at the river 
I 'lean near Trang, we learnt that parties of the fol- 
lowers of the Pya of Merdelong or Khontelon are 
residing. But I was assured that the inhabitants at 
these two places, as well as their master are entirely 
under the orders of the Chow-Pya, and I did not 
therefore attempt to communicate with them. 

On the passage to the River Trang, we were par- 
ticularly struck with the strange appearance of the 
rocks and isles named by L-'orrest “ Rough Saddle,” 

" Square,” " Cleft " and " Two Canisters,” and we 
found at the first mentioned isle, called by the Malays 
Pnlo Butt tra. and at another near it called Pttlo Laang, 
two Prows from Settool posted to guard the edible 
Birds’ nests. 

We anchored on the 24th February to the East of 
Pulo Telibon on the channel between that island and 
the main, and on the following day, wo ascended the 
Trang river. About >ix miles from the mouth ot the 
Biver. we were for the first time stopped and desired 
to anchor, by a Siamese officer in charge of a small post 
."filiated in the muRr of jungle. As 1 understood from 
my native pilots that Junsoo was only a I'ui long higher 
up the river, and as my followers required some re- 
freshmonfs, which could not be procured at this 
Siamese fort. 1 requested the officer to allow the 
schooner to proceed to Junsoo, but he objected, and we 
anchored. After addressing a letter however, to the 
L'hiom or Litany na-rong che-latteein charge of Klian- 
tannee. reporting my arrival, and giving it to the 
Siamese officer here to forward, 1 signified my intention 
of proceeding to -lunsoo, and waiting there for the 
Chiom's reply. The officer opposed my intention, hut 
quieting him a little by promising not to attempt 
to advance any farther than Junsoo until we received 
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the Chioni’s reply, we passed on to that village, which 
we found to be a poor looking place, containing about 
thirty Chinese, twenty Chuliahs, and from fifty to sixty 
Malays only. 

At 10 A. if. on the following day. the bearer 
of my letter returned with a message from the Chiom 
at Khantanee, stating, that ho would come down and 
meet [me] at Junsoo. I was now convinced that 
it was the object of these Siamese, to prevent my 
seeing Khantannee, and had the wind and tide at 
the time been favorable, I should have immediately 
advanced towards that place under a pretext that 
[ could not think of giving the Chiom so much 
trouble as to come down to meet me. He arrived how- 
ever at one o'Cloek, just as the tide began to make, 
and was accompanied by his writer and the second iu 
rank at Khantannee. an officer called nai-Belat. 

flu questioning them respecting Achong. they 
declared that nothing had been heard of him, and the 
nai Belat, who I found had arrived from Legore but 
two days before, assured me that Achong had not 
arrived there previous to his departure. This nai 
Belat proved himself a genuine Siamese. He pre- 
tended to have as yet heard a vague rumour only of 
the Burmese war, although I knew he had seen 
Captain Low last year. He would not deny the cor- 
rectness of my observation, that, Achong having left 
Kedah twenty eight days ago, ought to have reached 
Legore before he quitted it, and in fact he “ would not 
appear to be better instructed than myself” even in 
the “ things of his own Country ” although I was a 
stranger. 

Anxious to ascertain the exact number of Boats 
equipping at Khantannee, regarding which I had 
heard the most conflicting accounts, I determined now 
that the tide had turned, upon attempting to proceed 
to that town. I affected therefore to be dissatisfied 
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with the conversation of the Luang, and to complain 
to him against a Chuliah, who had been extremely im- 
pertinent to ns at Junsoo, and declaring [my] intention 
of proceeding to Khantannee, for the purpose of dis- 
patching one of my own followers across the Country 
to Ligore. I invited the Luang to accompany me, but 
he vehemently opposed my proceeding further, and even 
observed, that if 1 went to Khantanee, I should perhaps 
be prevented from leaving it again. To this threat 
I laughingly replied, through my interpreters, that 
I should be very happy to be detained by him as I 
was anxious to take up my residence among the Siamese 
and then weighed anchor and stood up the river. The 
Luang dispatched the nai Belat to follow me, and this 
officer at length besought me in such earnest and 
abject terms not to proceed, stating that the Luang 
and himself would be most severely punished by the 
Chow Pya of Ligore the moment he heard of an 
English vessel having ascended to Khantannee, that 
1 was induced to stop, from a reflexion that it would 
be cruel towards these men to proceed, and impolitic, 
iu the present stage of my negotiations, to persist in 
(loiucr what I was now satisfied the Chow Pya of 
Ligore was most anxious to prevent. Shortly after I 
anchored, the Luang, who also now appeared to have 
been following us, came up ; and both he and the nai 
Belat appeared most grateful at my forbearance. I 
took care to let them understand that I had stopped 
because I was now convinced that their Master did not 
wish me to see Khantannee, and because I was too 
desirous of securing his friendship to give offence 
upon such a trivial point. 


I then explained to these officers the necessity 
wliich existed for my seeing their master as soon as 
possible, and delivered to them the second letter to 
his address from the Honorable the Governor, together 
with a short one from myself. They declared, that 
answers to these letters might he expected from 
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Ligore in fifteen days. I endeavoured to point out 
the inaccuracy of their assertion and appealed to 
several of my followers, who had assured me. and 
who now assured them, that they had repeatedly 
gone from Khantannee to Ligore in the present season 
in thx-ee days, but these officers still maintained, that 
no answer could be expected in less than fifteen days. 
From this, as well as from Xai Belat’s previous con- 
versation, I was fully persuaded, that the nai Belat 
must have been sent down from Ligore to prepare the 
Luang here against my arrival, and that the Chow Fya 
had no intention of meeting me at Khantannee, 
desiring some delay, perhaps until the return of Khoon 
Aksorn from Penang, before he determined the time 
for seeing me. 

These officers however and I parted on the most 
friendly terms, and they readily gave me a Pilot to 
navigate the Schooner down the river. From this 
Pilot, who had been the Datoo or Chief of Pulo 
Tebbon, and who was a remarkably intelligent Malay, 
and an old acquaintance of one of my followers, I 
learnt that the Chow Pya of Ligore has received the 
most unfavorable reports regarding the views of this 
Government. and, that he fully believes it is meditat- 
ing an attack against him at Ligore. and that [with] 
this view Captain Low had been sent last year to 
collect routes across the Country. 1 had heard some 
of these tales on my first visit to Kedah, and it was 
from them principally that I received the impression, 
which I submitted to Government in my first report 
of the 28th January, namely, “ I am by no means 
“ sanguine of being now allowed to pass across the 
“ Country to Ligore.” The Datoo also gave me reason 
to believe, that the objects of my mission have been in 
the same manner most grossly misrepresented to the 
Siamese. From him, as well as from some of the 
inhabitants of Junsoo, I gathered, that there are at 
Khantannee thirty new boats building, and about one 
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hundred old ones of all sizes, and two brigs laid up, 
most of them being too old and decayed to be again 
used. 

From Pulo Tebbon, we proceeded on the 27 of 
February towards Pungah, off which we anchored on 
the 4th of March. To the northward of Trang, the 
< 'how Pya of Li gore’s authority, as I heretofore reported, 
extends to Pak-lao, a river and small town about eight 
miles to the north east of the Pungah river. Many 
of the places formerly occupied between Trang and 
Pak-lao, have also been deserted since the invasion of 
-funkceylon by the Burmese ; Pnlo Loutar-Comb, where 
there are some medicinal springs, Tak-Ding-den and 
Xak Kraat are now without inhabitants, without 
even orang Laut. Gassai contains a small population, 
employed in cultivating paddy, collecting tripang 
from the orang Laut, and catching Elephants, in 
which animals the country to the north of Trang 
is reputed to abound. Vessels from the coast ot Co- 
romandel occasionally visit Cassai, as well as the river 
Trang for these animals. Gliuby is a small village 
to the south of Cassai, near a mountain whose peak 
appears from four to five thousand feet high, and its 
inhabitants are employed in the same manner as at 
Cassai. At Pak-lao some tew ( sic ) collected ; and 
here by orders from Siam, the Chiefs and people from 
Salang and Pungah are allowed to keep their elephants 
and to pass freely towards or from Chaiya on the Gulf 
of Siam. There is a direct route from Pungah to 
Chaiya. but as it passes over the high mountains which 
enclose the valley of Pungah. it is by no means so 
convenient or so expeditious as the route from Paklao, 
to which the people from Pungah can come in boats 
within four hours. Between Pungah and Pak-lao are 
a small river and town named Bosin, subject to the 
Pya of Salang, and its inhabitants are engaged in 
cultivating paddy. 


While returning to Trang foom Pungah on the 
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21st ultimo, agreeably to the arrangement nliich I had 
previously concerted with the C’hiom of Khantannee. I 
received a letter from l'enang announcing the in- 
telligence that Acliong had tailed to per-uade the 
Chow Pya of Ligore to grant me an immediate inter- 
view. and 1 resolved therefore upon returning to the 
Presidency, as soon as possible without touching at 
Trang. 


Since niv return 1 have seen Acliong. and 1 learn 
from him, that on his first arrival at Ligore, 
the Chow Pva's suspicions were roused against him. 
That when he succeeded in removing them, the Chow 
Pya determined on coming down to Kedah in thirty 
or forty days to give me an audience there in prefer- 
ence to Trang, which place he said would be too far 
from the Honorable the Governor, to whom it might 
be necessary to make reference — that the Chief accord- 
ingly prepared two letters, stating his intention, the 
one addressed to the Honorable the Governor from 
himself, and the other to me from his tavorite son, 
whom I had seen at Quedah in 1822. and between 
whom and me, the Chow Pya told Acliong. there exists 
much friendly regard — and that he delivered these 
letters to Acliong and desired him to return to Penang 
via Kedah, notwithstanding Achong's pressing en- 
treaty to be allowed to go down and meet me at Trang. 

Acliong learnt whilst at Ligore, that much doubt, 
and suspicion exist at Bangkok respecting our pro- 
ceedings against tho Burmese, and that an Army is 
assembling in Siam. He ascertained also, that there 
* Achong further is not a syllable of truth in the report which was 
^chow^ya'of li-* brought here of the rising influence of the Pya of 
sore assured him Singora, and that the Chow Pya of Ligore is determined 

*1 convey me to 1T P on attacking Salangore at the first favorable 
Bangkok. opportunity.* 

I consider Achong’s mission to to have partially 
succeeded in two points only. First, he has persuaded 
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the Chow Pya to agree to come and give me an 
interview at Kedah ; and secondly he has established 
beyond further dispute the question as to the superior 
influence of this Chief to that of the Pya of Singora. 
I am forced to own however, that Achong has dis- 
appointed me, inasmuch as he allowed the Chow Pya 
of Ligore. to betray him to show to that Chief a journal 
of his journey from Kedah to Ligore, which he had 
kept, and the very sight of which tended to confirm all 
the Chow Pya’s suspicions as to our desire of procuring 
routes through his territories. After this act of im- 
prudence on the part of Achong. I am by no means 
surprised, that the Chow Pya would neither allow him 
to go down to Trang. nor his officers permit me to 
visit Khantannee. 


4 March from 
Mr. Secy. Ibbet- 
son. 

14 March from 
Mr. Secy. Cra- 
craft. 

17 March from 
Mr. Actg. Secy. 
Blundell. 

(The letters here 
alluded to, of 4 
and 14 March, do 
not appear to 
exist— the letter 
of 17 March has 
been already 
transmitted.) 


I have now the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of the dispatches enumerated in the margin. The 
first and second were transmitted for my information, 
and to the last mentioned only. 1 have to solicit per- 
mission to submit a reply. 

The Honorable the Governor in Council has 
inferred from a perusal of the Letter addressed by the 
Chow Pya of Ligore to the Honorable the Governor, 
that that Chief has no intention of granting me a 
personal interview, but the enclosed translation of the 
letter addressed to me at the same time by the young- 
and favorite son at Ligore will shew that the Chow 
Pya actually proposes to meet me at Kedah, and 1 own 
I consider the tenor of this letter as extremely friendly, 
and the circumstance of the Chow Pj-a having desired 
his son to write it. is viewed by me as a certain proof 
of bis good will towards me. I do not piesume to 
understand the Malayan language so thoroughly as 
the Translator to Government but I am aware of what 
I think he has overlooked, that the letter to the 
Honorable the Governor is written in a language 
which the Chow Pya of Ligore cannot read, and that 
the Interpreter and Malay Writers employed by the 
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Siamese are of the most abject description, a mixed 
breed between a Siamese and Malay, most of whom 
write a bad hand, and compose most incorrectly in the 
Malayan tongue. It is inconceivable the trouble and 
vexation which the Malay writer to the Baginda Muda 
at Kedah gave me, before 1 could make him use intel- 
ligible and precise language in the replies to the 
letters from the Honorable the Governor. Precision 
in language is above all things avoided by such 
writers who expect the loss of their heads will 
follow any phrase which may commit their master 
more than he desires. The bad handwriting of such a 
writer should not therefore, 1 submit, be considered 
as disrespectful." a charge the justice of which 
Achong vehemently denies, and one which, under 
existing circumstances, would be the last, 1 should 
think, that the Chow Pya would be disposed to incur. 
He possesses too much cunning not to see that being 
disrespectful to the Honorable the Governor, would 
be the most impolitic thing he could do, while his 
plaits against Salangore are in progress. 

I do not propose to set myself up as an apologist 
tor the Chow Pya of Ligore. who. 1 believe, possesses 
much ambition and all the little arts, and cunning 
with which that passion is usually connected in the 
breasts of Native Princes. It must however have 
been observed by the Honorable the Governor, as 
much as by myself, that a very strong prejudice pre- 
vails against that Chief, and that not only the most 
unfavorable construction is put upon every thing he 
says and does, but the most wild and extravagant tales 
are hourly brought and circulated here in view to 
keep alive and aggravate our prejudice against him. 
I have every reason to know, that the same wild and 
mischievous tales are taken to him against this 
Government, and that he at the present moment firmly 
believes that a force is ready at this settlement 
to be pushed across the country to Ligore the 



[ 191 1 


moment we have obtained correct routes. Can it 
then he matter for surprise that he and all his followers 
view us with the utmost jealous}' and suspicion, or 
that he fears to receive our Envoys or accept our 
proffered kindness ? 

Nothing proved to me more forcibly that we had 
been most grossly misrepresented to the Ligoreans than 
the conduct of the Chiefs and of the whole of the com- 
mon people at Pungah, who, though resembling the 
Ligoreans in language, features and dress, appeared in 
their conduct towards us to be of an entirely different 
race. This was an observation made by all who ac- 
companied me to Pungah. 

I have just been informed by Mr. Maingy that 
the return and reports of my Malay followers have 
proved of the greatest service in quieting the fears of 
the inhabitants of Province Wellesley, all of whom 
fully credited, notwithstanding his assertions, a report 
lately brought of the Siamese being prepared to make 
an immediate attack upon that Province and many of 
whom had packed up their property in order to be 
ready to fly to Penang at the first alarm. After know- 
ing this, and also that it was believed by many Gentle- 
men here last year, that the Chief of Ligore had 
ordered Captain Low to be poisoned, and now lately, 
that he had cut me off, we cannot wonder that similar 
idle tales make an impression at Ligor and Kedah. 

I believe that the Chow Pya of Ligore is sincere 
in his intention of coming down to Kedah, and that 
he will admit me to a personal interview, at which 
unless my views and intentions be already grievously 
misrepresented to him. I still hope to be able to re- 
move much of the distrust and suspicion with which 
he has been filled. 1 do not imagine that he is coming 
down merely to superintend the prosecution of 
hostilities against Salengore, because 1 believe that 
the number of boats which he is equipping, and has 



[ 192 1 


ready for service, is much exaggerated, and that it is in- 
sufficient to enable him to undertake the attack during 
the present favourable north east monsoon. His pro- 
posing such a delay as thirty or forty days, is imputed 
to his desire of gaining time until his preparations 
are completed, but the fact is, that he has no time to 
spare as the South west monsoon is fast approaching, 
and the season for his operations is already nearly 
past. L am inclined to ascribe the delay to his desire 
cl first receiving Khoon Aksorn's report from Penang, 
and to a necessity which. 1 learnt at Pungah. existed 
for him, as well as tor every other Siamese Governor, 
to he at his station on the first day of the present 
moon, when the oath of allegiance to the King of Siam 
was taken by himself and all his officers. The 1 ’rails 
of Tuccotong and Tuceopa were obliged to hurry away 
from 1’ungah before my departure, in order to reach 
their respective Capitals in time to perform this cere- 
money in the manner prescribed by the 1 laws of Siam. 

1 fear the time is passed when we might have 
rendered the Chow Pya instrumental without much 
difficulty in the accomplishment of the views of this 
Government with respect to Kedah, not only because 
his fears and suspicions have been much excited 
against us, but because lias now made arrangements 
for availing himself ot the whole resources ot that 
kingdom, and is therefore deeply interested against 
its restoration to our old ally. The son at. Kedah is 
appropiiating for his father the principal staples, 
namely — Paddy, Timber and Tin to the southward ot 
Settool, while the sons at Meerakit are appropriating 
the staples to the northward, Birds’ nests. I ripang, 
and Timber for Boat Building. The Chow Pya. as 
I have before mentioned, levies a tithe on all t ripang 
caught off the Kedah shores, and monopolizes the 
whole of the Edible Birds’ nests from the different 
islands in this neighbourhood, the produce of both 
of which sources of revenue was estimated by Mr. 
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James Scott, at 16,000 Dollars per annum. The paddy 
and timber, the produce of Kedah, are retained for 
the most part for the use of the Ligoreans themselves, 
but I believe the whole of the tripang’ and Birds’ 
nests gathered, finds its way to Penang. Of late 
years also our Malay inhabitants from the opposite 
shore, as well as from this Island, have been fitting out 
boats and making long voyages, as far even as the 
Rinnong River, for the purpose of gathering birds' 
nests, and in these adventures, which are extremely 
hazardous and dangerous, they are accused of plun- 
dering such rocky islets of the Kedah territories as 
they find unprotected by Siamese boats. 

The Pya of Salang however assured me. that the 
Chow Pya possesses great influence at Bangkok through 
his nephew, the present Wang-na, or Heir apparent, 
to whom he is said to transmit a portion of the profits 
arising from his occupation of Kedah. It is this 
intelligence that induces me earnestly to beg the 
Honorable the Governor in Council not to determine 
upon discontinuing all intercourse with the Chow Pya, 
but rather keep him in good humour and occupied 
until the other important objects which we require 
trom the Siamese are attained at Bangkok although l 
am now fully satisfied that this Chief possesses no 
power to conclude a treaty with us. and that he is in 
truth a subordinate officer, bound implicitly to follow 
the dictates of his superiors at Siam, and by no means 
a ltaja or Sovereign as he has been styled by us, yet 
l was told at Pungah, and I believe it. that we shall 
be able to make no impression in our negotiations at 
Pi a m, but through the intervention of the Siamese 
Governors in this neighbourhood, on whose, reports 
only the Court of Bangkok will act. I conceive 
therefore it will be most impolitic to court the opposi- 
tion of the Chow Pya against the exertions of any 
agent who may be deputed to Siam. 
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It is deeply to be regretted, that on the first 
arrival of the Ligorean forces at Kedah, a small detach- 
ment, and a very small one would have been sufficient, 
had not been sent there to drive them out again. I am 
convinced that such a measure would not have brought 
on any serious dispute with Siam, and the Pya of 
Salang assured me, that at Bangkok, very little 
interest is felt regarding Kedah, and that it was nob 
until the Chow Pya had formally years been reporting 
the disaffection of the King of Kedah that he at length 
received a permission simply " to do as he pleased 
against that monarch.” 

My superiors have decided that the restoration of 
the King of Kedah will be most advantageous to 
British interests, and it becomes me only to submit 
such suggestions as may have occurred to me respect- 
ing the most prompt and efficient mode of accomplish- 
ing that object. I found at Pungah the Chief and his 
Ministers very kindly disposed towards the King of 
Kedah, to whose exertions and particularly to the 
exertions of whose late unfortunate Bindahara, they 
principally ascribe the repulse of the Burmese from 
Salang in 1810. The boats sent by the King on that 
occasion were by far the most efficient and formidable 
to the Burmese, and the Bindahara is reported to have 
possessed great skill and precision in directing cannon, 
and to have himself fired the shot which killed the 
Chief of Mergui. Besides this cause for feeling well 
disposed towards the King of Kedah, the Pya of Salang 
1 found is not on most cordial terms with the Chow 
Pya of Ligore. some coolness and jealousy having been 
created by the circumstance of a great many adherents 
of the latter having been received and protected 
at Bengal. 

The only person whom it will be necessary to 
•conciliate at Bangkok is the wang-na, and through the 
friendly aid of the Pya of Salang, I should think 
it will not be difficult to prevail on that personage to 
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agree to divide with his uncle some annual compensa- 
tion in money from the King of Kedah, and to agree 
also to obtain his uncle’s consent to such a scheme by 
means of an imperial order or promise of other advan- 
tages from the King of Siam. The British Govern- 
ment may be guarantee for the regular payment of 
this compensation in the manner proposed by the 
late Honorable Governor, who, however fixed an an- 
nual sum of only 2,000 Dollars to be paid by the King 
of Kedah to Siam in lieu of all other claims. But 
it appears that Siam had for many years, even before 
our occupation of Penang, ( See Mr. James Scott's 
Reports upon Junkceylon ) been deriving a direct 
revenue in cash of 0,000 Dollars per annum from the 
King of Kedah on account of the birds’ nests in the 
islands contiguous to his kingdom. I was told at 
Ptingah, that this revenue or rent to Siam was paid 
through the Chow J’ya of Li gore, but the King of 
Kedah assures me. that an officer from Bangkok 
annually came down to demand and receive the 0,000 
Dollars. 

With respect to the projected attack upon 
Salangore, L have great hopes that the Chow Pya’s pre- 
parations will not bo completed in time to undertake 
that measure until the next north east monsoon. If 
however he should be enabled to attempt it immediately, 
the best and most easy mode of preventing it, is by 
this Government at once prohibiting him, and declar- 
ing its intention of protecting Salangore. 1 believe 
such a declaration may be communicated to the Chow 
I’ya in manner calculated not only to stop him, 
but to prevent an actual breach between ns. Another 
certainly less hazardous line, but one that may 
ultimately perhaps prove more embarrassing, could 
be adopted, by our reipiesting the Chow Pya to 
-uspend bis operations against Salangore until we had 
satisfied ourselves, at Bangkok, that he possesses proper 
authority from that Court to undertake such hostilities. 
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To conclude, l am inclined to believe from all 1 
liave seen and heard, that it will be much easier to 
obtain from Siam the entire restoration ot'tlie Kino of 
Kedah, than any such cession of territory to ourselves 
as is proposed in the 7th article of Mr. Crawfurd's 
notes towards a treaty with the Siamese. ” and that 
the British Government will not succeed in persuad- 
ing the Court of Siam to consent by regular treaty to 
the future independence of the Malayan States, but 
that if it be assumed at once by u~. we shall be allowed 
to act upon that principle without any serious demur, 
i am convinced Loubere i- 'jiiite correct in stating 
that the Siamese i- engage themselves in writing as 
little as they can. They will rather receive you into 
“ a Port, or into a Castle than they will agree with you 
*• by treaty in ample tonn sealed by their Barcalon. r 

t 

1 have Are. 

(Signed) 11. Bl UXKV. Ca])tn. 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese States. 

Prince of Wales Bland 
The 2d. April 1S20. 

Time Copy 

(Signed) K A. I; PCX! MILL. 

Ai-tg. Secy. to ( io\ t . 



S«ct. Dept. 
No. 16. 
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FORT WILLIAM 13th May 1825. 

No. 2. 

To E. A. BLUNDELL Esqre. 

Acting Secretary to Government. 

Sir, 

I have the honor in this letter to detail, for the 
information of the Honorable the Govei’nor in Council, 
my communication, with the Pya of Salang, and the 
Chiefs on the Isthmus of Kraw, the result of which 
communications I have already reported in my letter 
under date the 24th ultimo. 

Before leaving the Presidency on the last occasion, 

[ had formed an acquaintance with Luang Took-Krat, 
an officer from Tuccopa, who had come here on some 
commercial business, and who engaged to prepare not 
only his master, the Prali of Tuccopa, but the Pya of 
Salang, to whom he was first going, for a visit from 
me. When therefore, on the 4th of March. 1 sent 
my native Interpreters on shore at Pungah to report 
my arrival, the Pya of Salang remarked, that he had 
been expecting me for several days, and had prepared 
a House for my reception, and immediately ordered 
some pilots to return with my Interpreters to the 
dess}-, and navigate the schooner up to Pungah. 

On the morning of the 6th we reached Pungah. 
and took possession of the House prepared for our 
reception. Shortly after a native of the Coast of 
Coromandel, whose name is Nakoda Bapoo, but who 
possesses the title of J.uang Siri Maharajah Lam, and 
the office, under the seal of the King of Siam, of 
Dubash and Interpreter at Pungah called upon me and 
made known that the Pya had desired him to attend 
to all my wishes, and to acquaint me, that I should be 
received in state at 11 o'clock. At the hour ap- 
pointed, I proceeded, accompanied by all my followers, 
[to] the Pya a house, where 1 was received with much 


ceremony. 
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About three or four hundred men, armed with 
muskets and clothed in scarlet serge, surrounded the 
Hall of Audience, while a Siamese band was playing- 
on each side. The interior of the Hall was divided 
into three separate stages. On the lirst and highest 
sat the Pya with his sword and Betel bearers &c. On 
the next, and about a foot lower, sat his Ministers the 
Tan Belat and Tan Yokabat, some Commissioners from 
Bangkok, the Prahs of Tuccatong and Tuceopa, and the 
Pya’s youngest Son, a lad of about thirteen years of age. 
Near to these I was placed, with the Pya’s and my 
own Interpreters. Behind us. and about two teefc 
lower, the place was crowded with the Pya s petty 
officers, and apparently with every class ot the 
Inhabitants of Pungah. 

I presented the second letter from the llonble. 
the Governor and my Commission. The first letter 
stating in general terms the objects of my mission. 1 
had previously forwarded to the Pya. My Commission 
was read and a copy of it was taken down in the 
Siamese language, in doing which my own Malay 
interpreters were requested to a.-sist. 

The Pya after enquiries respecting the health ot 
the Right Honble. the Governor General, and of the 
llonble. the Governor of Penang observed that he was 
truly happj* to welcome a British Agent at Pungah, 
where he had lived for so many years without ever- 
having seen one. lb- was absent at Bangkok when 
('apt. Low visited Pungah last year. He then declared, 
that he enter tained a very cordial regard towards the 
English and tlrat as we were now punishing the 
Burmese, the old enemy of Siam, every Siamese was 
bound to cultivate the most friendly relations with us, 
but particularly the inhabitants of Salang and Pungah 
who had been for so many years living in hourly drearl 
of the Burmese. He then put some questions to 
me regarding the progress of the war, and when 
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replying to them, I stated, that I had a great many 
details on that subject to communicate and that I 
hoped he would grant me, on some early day. a 
more private and confidential interview, when I 
could show him maps of the Country, and more 
unreservedly explain to him all that he desired to 
know. He highly approved of seeing me unattended 
by all this state and show, which he said were great 
impediments to the transaction of business and pro- 
mised to see me again as soon as possible. 

After some other general conversation, a very 
plentiful dinner, dressed after the Chinese fashion, was 
placed before Hr. Cuthbertson and me. and when we 
had partaken of it, we returned home much pleased 
with this our first visit. 


During this interview. 1 observed the extraordin- 
ary influence which the Chuliah Luang Lam exercised 
over the Pya and t lie whole of his officers, who 
appeared to adopt all the Interpreter's opinions and 
suggestions. 1 made it a point therefore to gain the 
interest of this man. and, with presents and promises, 

1 made him most serviceable to me. lie could visit 
the Pya and his Ministers at any hour of the day or 
night, and he repeatedly proved to me. that he could 
persuade them to do whatever he desired. So well 
aware is lie ol his great influence, that he even asked 
me one day — il Do you not see, Sir, that. 1 lurid in my 
*■ hand the brains of these people, and that 1 can 
" release and retain just as much of them as 1 please ? " 
He was well acquainted with the late Mr. Light and 
Mr. James Scott, as well as with the character and 
proceedings of the Briti-li (ioveinment in India, and 
he certainly proved himself attached to the 
English. He is married to a Siamese woman, 
and speaks the Siamese language like a native, 
and having repeatedly been at Bangkok, he pressed 
me to pi'oceed thither at once, engaging with his 
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knowledge of the character and views of the 
principal people there, to obtain anything which the 
British Government may desire from that Court. 1 
must, in fine, do this man the justice to own. that 
during all my communications with him, l never 
caught him telling me an untruth. On taking leave 
of the I’ya the first day. he told me, that his eldest 
son, who was not then present, was preparing a 
Siamese play for my amusement, and accordingly on the 
following day, accompanied by Luang Lam, I paid a 
visit to the young Chief who received me with great, 
cordiality. He is about 30 years of age, and of a 
frank and cheerful disposition, hut unfortunately rather 
addicted to gaming. I was almost every day after- 
wards in this young man’s house and as he possessed 
some authority in the Government, and much influence 
over his father, I procured through his means some 
information and copies of papers which his father 
hesitated to give me. He pressed me to proceed to 
Bangkok immediately — offered to wait at Bangkok 
until I could return thither with sufficient power, and 
promised to afford me at Bangkok, and on the route 
thither, every assistance and advice in his power. He 
is married to the sister of a Prah from Bangkok, who 
has farmed t lie privilege of smelting Tin at Pungali. 

In the evening of this day. the 7th of March, I 
proceeded in an undress, accompanied by Luang Lam 
and my interpreters only, to the Pya’s house, where 
himself and son and principal officers were assembled 
with very few attendants. I seated myself near the 
^ ouiig Chief in t lit* same manner as the rest were seat- 
ed, and opening a map of India, and of the Burmese 
and Siamese territories, gave them as full and satis- 
factory an account as I could of the origin and 
progress of the Burmese War. The whole listened 
with great attention, and the Tan Belat put down the 
names of a great many places in the Siamese Character 
on one of Jloroburgli s Charts, with copies of which I 
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had presented the Pya, his son and the Prah of Tuccopa. 
The Pya then observed, that all what I had reported 
was highly gratifying, and would, he was sure, 
afford so much satisfaction to the King of Siam, 
that he, the Pya, could not hesitate to invite me at 
once to accompany him to Bangkok, whither he was 
about to proceed in the course of a month or three 
weeks for the purpose of assisting at the funeral of 
the late King. On my declaring that I possessed 
no power to visit Siam, lie questioned me much 
regarding the time which it would take for me to 
obtain sufficient powers and added, “ Since you 
“ cannot proceed to Bangkok, I wish you would give 
“ me a Note in writing of all that you said this 
“ evening, and of the objects of your Mission. ” 

Some enquiries were then made regarding the 
Burmese Embassy to Cochin China, and as I for- 
tunately possessed Copies in the Burmese Language, 
which Mr. Gibson liad given me, of the letter 
addressed by the King of Ava to the King of 
Cochin China, and of the letter of instructions from 
the Burmese Ministers to their Ambassadors, I sent 
for these documents, and shewed them as well as a 
Chinese drawing of the reception of the Embassy at 
Saigon. The interest which the sight of these 
papers created cannot he described, and they all 
assured me, that I should be received a,t Bangkok 
with the greatest cordiality, if I gave the King such 
a proof of the good will of the English towards the 
Siamese as the production of these papers would be 
considered. 

The Pya detained me until 1 o’clock in the 
morning. 

On the 6th of March. I visited the Tan Belat, 
whose duties at Pimgah are said to be the same as those 
of the Bindahara in Malayan States, and whom the 
Luang Lam always called Vizier." He is an elderly 
man, shrewd, intelligent and of extremely mild man- 
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ner, and lie appears justly to have acquired great 
influence over the Pya, his master Luang Ijam how— 

* sic.— ? “there » ever was * thing with him also, and 1 was not therefor© 
long in securing his good will and confidence. 

On the same day, 1 called on the Tan Yokobat, 
the Prahs of Tnecotong and Tuccopa, and the Kha 
Luang Mekhong or principal Commissioner from 
Bangkok. 

The first, the Yokobat. is related to the Pya of 
Salang by marriage, and his duties are said to be 
similar to those of the Laxamana in Malayan States. 
He appeared low-bred, and by no means intelligent. 

The Second, the Prah of Tuceatong. is a mean 
looking man, but extreme!}' quick and shrewd in con- 
versation, and the Pya of Salang having once been an 
officer immediately under him as the Yokobat at Xatoi, 
some coolness and reserve now exist between them. 
He exercises authority over the Christian village of 
Thaui, Pak-Phra or Boppra Khokloce, Brahgri, Xatoi, 
Tuceatong and Patai, the whole containing, I was told, 
no more than six or seven hundred people, but he- 
is entirely subject to the orders of the Pya of Salang. 
who it may be observed by his letter to the Honble. 
the Governor includes the names of some of the 
abovenrentioned places in his enumeration ot the eight 
countries which he governs. This Prah can proceed 
from Pungah to the seat of his Government. Tuc- 
catong, in less than a day. He travels by water to 
Thara, and thence on Elephants. 

The third person 1 visited was the Prah ot Tuccopa, 
who is married to a sister of the Pya of Salang. He 
is an unusually stout thick set man, but not very in- 
telligent, and apparently a little distrustful of our in- 
tentions. He exercises authority over Bangsak, 
Khokhak, Tuccopa, Thungtroce, Korot and Korak, the 
whole containing from one thousand to twelve hundred 
inhabitants, but he is entirely under the orders of the 
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* Takoa signi- 
fies Tin in the 
Siamese langu- 
age and Tucca- 
tong and Tucco* 
pa are derived, I 
am told, from 
Takoa-thung'Tin- 
Fieldsand Takoa* 
pa Tin-wilds. 

* This letter 
does not appear 
to exist. 


Pya of Salang, who includes some of the abovemen— 
tioned villages also in his title. This Prah can pro- 
ceed from Pungah to the Seat of his Government, 
Tuccopa, on elephants in three days and two nights, 
and he can reach Chaiya from Tuccopa in two 01 * 
three days.* 

The Prah of Tuccopa seemed a little shy in con- 
sequence of some questions which I put to him regard- 
ing the boats alluded to in Mr. Secretary Cracraft’s 
letter to me under date the 17th of February.* There 
were none of them or of their crews at Pungah, and I 
was told, that three or four of the boats were at Tucco- 
pa, to which place they had been driven in the Squall 
that separated them from Capt. Poynton. The Prah 
promised to write and order one or two of the crew, 
who he admitted are at Tuccopa. to repair to Pungah, 
but the}’ did not make their appearance whilst I was 
there. 

Both of the above Praha had come to Pungah to 
meet the Commissioners from Bangkok, thirteen of 
whom had been deputed to register the population in 
this quarter of the Siamese dominions, and both of 
these p rails were obliged to hurry away from Pungah 
lie fore my departure, in order to be present at their 
respective stations in time to take the oath of fidelity 
to the King of Siam in the manner prescribed by the 
laws of the Country. 

The last person whom I visited on that day. was 
Prah-Wechit-Senee, the Kha Luang (literally Slave of 
the Court) Me-Khong, or Principal Commissioner from 
Bangkok. He is a tall stout man. but apparently a 
debauchee, and lie proved himself tome to possess all 
t he rapacity of a Siamese Courtier. 1 had taken to 
him as well as to the other persons of rank some pre- 
sents of cloth &ca. and the day after my visit, lie sent a 
message privately to me, to inform me, that he would 
like to have a little more of that description of Scarlet 
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clotli of which I had presented him with a piece. 1 
was too disgusted to take any notice of this message, 
but a few days after. I found this Kha Luang was 
using- the powerful influence which lie possessed as an 
officer from Bangkok to thwart my plans, and l there- 
fore deemed it prudent to call upon him with another 
piece of the cloth, with which I think l entirely won 
him. fie promised to explain everything 1 had said, 
fully and satisfactorily to the Ministers at Bangkok, 
and to touch on his way at Chimpohuu an 1 render the 
f’ya of that place favourable to the opening of a com- 
munication with Tenasserim and Mergui. He gave 
me some advice as to the particular presents which a 
British Envoy to Siam ought to take fur the different 
officers, and observed, that if the Envoy desires to 
make an impression at Bangkok, he must be supplied 
with a Commission under the Hand and Seal of the 
Bight Honble. the Governor General. He added, that 
a letter and presents from the Honble. the Governor ot 
Penang, would however be useful in any negotiations 
that might be necessary regarding the King ot Kedah ; 
and on my asking whether if the King accompanied 
the British Envoy, he would be kindly received, he 
replied, after cautiously looking around. The King 
ot Kedah had better not be taken to Bangkok until 
the British Agent has settled everything there regard- 
ing him with the Wang-na. the Chow Pya of Li; gores 
Nephew. " 

fhe Kha Luang informed me that he had regis- 
tered “ about 2000 Men ” as Vassals or Slaves of the 
Soil throughout the territories subject- to the Pya of 
fealang, and I afterwards learnt from the Nakoda 
of a Native Brig who was loading rice and tin for 
the Coast ot Coromandel, and who from having formerly 
met the Kha Luang on that Coast, was now on very 
intimate terms with him. that the Kha-Luang told 
him the exact number ot such persons which he had 
registered was 122-j. The Names of every other 
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Siamese subject are also registered, but these vassals 
or slaves have the word “ Salang ” pricked in the 
Siamese character on their wrists. The Kha-Luang 
had previously to their coming to Pungali visited 
Ligore and registered the Siamese inhabitants there, 
and an officer had accompanied them from that place 
in order to claim certain subjects of Ligore who had 
fled to Pungali ; but I was told by Luang Lam, that 
the Fya of Salang had privately given notice to 
the refugees of the object of this officer’s coming to 
Pungali, and had advised them to keep themselves 
concealed until his departure. 

In manners the Pya of Salang is extremely affable 
and pleasing, and he does not appear to want intelli- 
gence. He is much beloved by his subjects for the • 
mildness of his rule and his whole conduct to me, I 
am bound to declare was marked by great cordiality 
and good will. He is about 50 years of age, and I 
should think rather of an indolent disposition. His 
father's sister was married to the late King of Siam 
which event led to his appointment from Yakobat 
of Natoy. to Pya of Salang. He is said to possess 
great influence at Bangkok, being connected by mar- 
riage with the Kalahom and Chew Pya-Klang, and 
with the Pyas of Kachpuri and Puchpuri and I was in- 
formed by Luang Lam he is about to take his Daughter 
up to Bangkok for the present King. He seemed to 
entertain no apprehensions as to what might be said 
at Bangkok respecting any thing which he might say 
or do, and he shewed me a very handsome gold Betel 
Set and service of plate which the present King of 
Siam, he said, had lately sent to him. The Jurisdic- 
tion of the Pya of Salang extends from Pak-lao to 
Kinnong, including Junk Ceylon, but the whole of 
this extensive tract is very thinly inhabited, since it 
was laid waste by the Burmese in 1810, the population 
now not exceeding six thousand souls, I was assured 
by a Catholic Priest, Padre Juan, to whom I shall 
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hereafter have occasion to refer. The inhabitants of 
Pungah itself consist of about five hundred Chinese, 
and two thousand Siamese and Natives of other 
Countries. A little above Pungah I was told that 
there are five hundred Chinese, and six or seven 
hundred Siamese employed in mining. 

The Pya of Salang states in his title, that he is 
the Governor of eight places, namely Salang, Bangri, 
Tuecatong, Tuccopa. Korak. Poongha, Pukit and 
Pak-Phra : and here I may take occasion to report, 
that the office of Governor of a province is not 
invariably hereditary. The Sons of several of the 
former Pvas of Salang are now living at Pungah. and 
one of them is a subordinate officer under the present 
Pya as Chiom of Pukit. an ancient town in Junkceylon, 
which at one time had a Pya distinct from that 
of Salang. If a Govr. has a son old enough to be 
taken to Bangkok, and presented at Court his succes- 
sion to his father is then previously arranged and 
purchased by his father’s influence and presents joined 
to his own. But almost everything curious or valuable 
which these Governors acquire, liuds its way to Bang- 
kok, and they pride themselves also in presenting 
their Daughters to the Iloval bed. 

I found the Schooner which we had carried up to 
Pungah could not be taken down the river again, until 
the return of the spring tides, in consequence of the 
immense number of large trees which have fallen down 
its steep banks, or have floated down from the 
forests in the interior, and which have been allowed as 
a means of defence against the Burmese, so to impede 
the navigation of the liver, that in many places, an 
ordinary-sized native boat even cannot pass during the 
neap tides. During the thirteen days that I was thus 
i >bhged to wait at Pungah, I daily saw the young 
( 'hief, and some of the officers assembled there, and 
was admitted every other night to a private interview 
with the Pya of Salang himself. 



[ 207 ] 


After I had in two or three more interviews 
interested and amused the Chief by giving him long 
descriptions of the Customs and manners of the 
English, he threw aside all reserve and communicated 
more useful information. He declared that he had 
received a letter from the King of Siam desiring him, 
as he was near Mergui and the British possessions in 
this quarter, to collect and transmit full and accurate 
intelligence of our proceedings, respecting which His 
Majesty had heard accounts on which, he said, he 
could not entirely depend, from Mr. Crawfurd at Sin- 
gapore, and from some Burmese fugitives who had 
been seized by the Pya of Clmmpohun and transmitted 
to Bangkok. He gave me. reason to believe, that at 
Bangkok there exists eveiy disposition to co-operate 
with us against the Burmese, and that the Wang-na is 
even assembling an army for that purpose, but that the 
Court is waiting for some more distinct communica- 
tions regarding our views and intentions before it 
will resolve upon acting. He put many questions 
to me regarding our future proceedings on the Coast of 
Tenasserim, leading me to infer that the Siamese 
would rejoice to recover their ancient dominions there, 
and he, as well as his Ministers, strove to prevail upon 
me to pledge the restoration of a portion of them or 
even the restoration of the Siamese Prisoners carried 
away by the Burmese from .Junkceylon and other places 
to Morgui and Tavoy. and this last measure he observed 
would bo considered as a very great proof of our good 
will. I contented myself with replying, that the 
British (rovernment did not seek for any extension ot“ 
territory and that it would perhaps depend upon the 
conduct of the Court of Siam as to what arrangements 
it would be necessary to make regarding our conquests 
• m the Coast of Tenasserim, but that with respect 
to the Siamese Prisoners at Mergui and Tavoy, I was 
certain our (Government would never prevent their 
leaving those places as soon as they pleased, and re- 
turning to their own country. I pointed out also. 



L 208 ] 


that the best mode for the Siamese to secure the 


accomplishment of their wishes regarding the country 
of Tenasserim would. I thought, be by immediately 
opening Communications with our different Com- 


manders and Garrisons and moving an army towards 
* i was myself ? surprised at the capital of Ava through Cheung-mai 

fslc.) Pungah that my being aud y [oueIl _ T | lt , p ya 0 f Salami' had not 

a military man, so far from * - 


exciting suspicion and alarm, 
as I had been told here to 


heard from Bangkok for three months, 
but he was there himself four months 


■expect, obtained for me much 
greater consideration. I was 
two or three times requested 
to appear in full uniform, in 
seeing and examining which 
-the chiefs 'appeared as much 
interested as children. 


ago, and he told me a curious story of an 
••officer." a person dressed in ’‘Epau- 
lettes ” having come to that city about 
seven or eight months ago from Singa- 
pore, and of his having *■ sold Muskets." 


though what communications he had come to make to 

O 

the Court, had not transpired. * 


When I had again been requested to put down in 
writing a Note of the objects of my Mission, I drew 
up the paper marked C. in the Enclosures, after 
once more carefully examining the documents with 
which I had been furnished by Government. A 
Translation of this paper was made into the Siamese 
language at the Young Chief’s House, in the presence 
of himself, the Tan Belat, Tan Yokobat, and the Frail 
of Tueeopa, to complete which Luang Lam and my 
Malay aud Christian Interpreters assisted me. Such 
was the confidence at last established between the Pya 
ot Salang and myself, that he even sent for my 
own Malay Interpreter to assist Luang Lam in making 
a Siamese version of the letters which the Honble. 
the Governor had addressed to him in the Malayan 
Character. The Pya had near him no respectable 
person who could read that character. 

Upon visiting the Pya after lie had seen the 
Siamese translation of my note he expressed himself 
highly pleased with it, and declared his intention of 
immediately dispatching a Courier with it to Bangkok, 
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as he was certain its contents would be highly 
gratifying to the King his master and would tend to 
remove at once all that distrust and suspicion with 
which our proceedings are now viewed at Bangkok. I 
then suggested to him the advantage of our uniting 
to open friendly communications between the British 
Commanders at Mergui, Tenasserim, Tavoy. Ye and 
Martaban, and the Governors of the contiguous Siamese 
posts. He immediately agreed to forward letters and 
presents from me to the different Siamese officers, and 
to accompany them with the most friendly letters 
from himself. When 1 mentioned that the establish- 
ment of such an intercourse between our Garrisons 
and the Siamese Posts might be very profitable to the 
Siamese themselves, whose Provisions would perhaps 
find a ready sale at our garrisons, the Prali of Tuccopa, 
who was then present, requested to be supplied with 
a letter to the officer commanding the British force 
at Mergui, to which he said he would dispatch a 
boat-load of merchandize the moment he returned 
to Tuccopa. 

In preparing my letters for the different Siamese 
Governors, the Young Chief of Salang afforded me 
very kind assistance and sent his own writer to my 
house to transcribe my letters in the Siamese language. 
The Tan Belat afterwards examined the letters, cor- 
rected some inaccuracies of expression, and shewed me 
a draft of the letters which the Pya was about to send 
with mine, and nothing certainly could be more kind 
and friendly. For copies of the letters addressed by 
me to the British Commanders at Mergui, Tenasserim, 
Tavoy. Ye and Martaban, and to the Siamese Gov- 
ernors of Chaiya, Chimpohun, Puehpuri and Raehpuri, 
I beg to refer to D, E and F of the enclosures. 

The Pya of Salang repeatedly expressed himself 
in the oust ll ittering terms as to the happiness which 
my arrival had afforded him, and he one day told me. 
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* It is to this 
letter that the 
Pya of Salang 
refers in his 
repiy to the 
Honble. the 
Governor. 


that two days before my arrival he had dreamt a dream 
which had made a great impression upon him, and 
which he had related on the following morning' to his 
son and ministers. He had dreamt that he had walked 
trom Pungah to Bangkok over the bodies of dead men. 
Hence, he said, he was anxious to take me to Bangkok 
with him. and he would write a reply to the Honble. 
the Governor to request particularly that I should be 
sent back, and to offer to leave his son at Pungah to 
convey me to him (The Pya) at Bangkok. I told him 
that it would rest with the Governor General to deter- 
mine -what officer should be deputed to communicate 
his wishes to the King of Siam and that most proba- 
bly a letter * from Bengal had already reached Penang 
signifying his Lordship’s determination. 


I learnt that the people of Pungah when proceed- 
ing to Bangkok first go in boats in four hours to Pak- 
lao. a small town under the orders of the Chow Pya of 
Ligore. but established as a thoroughfare by the King 
of Siam. That from Pak-lao they pass across the 
country on elephants in three days to Pennom near 
the junction of the rivers Bandon and Chaiya. That 
at Pennom, they embark in small boats and pass in 
two or three days more rapidly down the Chaiya river, 
to Chaiya, where they embark in large junks, which 
take from four to twenty four days to reach Bangkok 
according as the South West or North East Monsoon 
prevails. The Pya’s eldest son told me that they had 
at least a hundred and fifty elephants at Pak-lao, and 
as a proof that there would be no difficulty in safely 
passing a British Envoy with as much baggage as lie 
pleases by this route to Bangkok, he stated that Ills 
father had but lately brought through Chaiya and 
Pennom to Pak-lao on elephants, a hundred peeuls of 
sugar and the same quantity of fine lac, which had 
been sent down from Bangkok to Chaiya. There is a 
direct route from Pungah to Chaiya, but it passes over 
the mountains which enclose the valley of Pungah and 
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is steep and inconvenient. I saw the mouth of the 
* This road to Pak-lao river from sea, and should take it to be not 
chaiya i was told lnore than eight miles to the North East of the mouth 

is very swampy ~ 

and difficult to of the Pungah Itiver. * 

pass during the 
months of July 

Augt. and Septr. I was allowed at Pungah to apply to any person I 
pleased for information respecting the Geographical 
Situation of the different Siamese Towns and expe- 
rienced no difficult}’ in obtaining a map of the West 
Coast of the Gulph of Siam from Ligore to Bangkok. 
The Young Chief himself, who had repeatedly passed 
along that Coast, and touched at most places on it, 
kindly examined, and with some of his own attendants, 
corrected this map. But I found it impossible for some, 
time to obtain exact information regarding the number 
and situation of the different places between Tuccopa 
and Mergui, and the point which was considered as 
the boundary between the Siamese and Burmese 
possessions. There were few at Pungah who appeared 
to have visited the country above Tuccopa, and they 
differed much as to the precise boundary between 
these States. Some of the followers of the Prah of 
Tuccopa could, I was informed, have given me correct 
information, but their master, whose authority does 
not extend beyond Korak, appeared to be afraid of 
giving offence to the Pya of Ghimpohun. in whose 
jurisdiction the Country between Korak and the 
Burmese Frontiers is placed. The l’rah and the Pya 
of Salang advised me to apply to the Pya of Chimpoluin 
for information on this point, and they, as well as 
the Kha Luang from Bangkok, offered to explain 
everything to the satisfaction of the Pya of Chimpoluin 
on their passage to Siam. 

I met at Pungah Padre duan a Catholic Priest, a 
native of Junkceylon who was educated by the Catholic 
Missionaries at Bangkok, and had lived some years 
at Penang, whither he had tied on the invasion of 
Junkceylon by the Burmese in 1810. lie now lives 
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at Tham a small Christian village containing only 
twenty or thirty souls, situate between Tuccotong 
and Pungali. Recollecting having formerly seen 
me at Penang, he came to pay me a visit, and 
freely communicated to me as much intelligence 
regarding the country and people as he posse-sed. 1 
trusted to his report of places even which he had not 
visited, as [ conceived his education and knowledge of 
French and Latin entitled his opinion to respect, and 
upon his authority, I stated in my first letter to the 
officer commanding at Mergin', that at Thongla-ong and 
Muang Kloo-ung is the Siamese boundary. Subse- 
quently however 1 obtained I think more correct 
information from Ta-Khun-tip, a Siamese priest, who 
had often beeu at Rinnong, and who drew tor me a 
Chart of the Coast, and from Prali Boree-raeh- 
Soomeeas, who had often visited Pak-Chan. This 
Prali arrived from Chaiya but two days before my 
departure from Pungali. and on hearing all that I had 
communicated there he twice called upon me and 
applied for a letter to the Officer Commanding at 
Mergui declaring his intention, the moment he return- 
ed to Chaiya, of either going himself or detaching an 
Agent to Mergui with merchandize via Chinipoliun 
and Pak-chan. He seemed an intelligent voung man 
of very prepossessing manners, and I have no doubt 
of his sincerity. 

For further particulars regarding the Geogra- 
phical situation of the Siamese boundaries, I must beg 
leave to refer to the communications which 1 addressed 
to the Officers commanding at Mergui &ca. (Enclosures 
C. 0. E. anil F. ) and to Map and Memorandum which 
will be submitted hereafter. I will here only add, that 
Padre Juan, who had visited Rachpuri and Piiohpuri, 
informed me. that the former place is only four days jour- 
ney from the pass of the three Pagodas, the established 
boundary between the Siamese and Burmese territories 
to the Fast of Martaban, and that from the latter 
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place, Puchpuri, to Mergin', there is a pass and 
route which may be crossed in five days. I was 
further informed by the Pya of Salang, and his officers 
that the Chakri at Bangkok superintends the affairs of 
every Province to the North of that City and the 
Kalahom the affairs of those lying to the south of that 
city, and that to those officers respectively the most 
minute reports are made by the Governors of every 
Province from Sing ora to Cheung-mai. 


The last day I was at Pungah the 19tli March, I 
witnessed an interesting ceremony. Assured that I 
had now entirely secured the good will and confidence 
of the Pya of Salang and his son. I did not hesitate to 
attend and sit down in the midst of the whole of the 
Public Officers who were assembled in a large shed, 
and their wives in an adjoining house, to swear the 
oath of fidelity to the King of Siam, which oath I was 
told every person holding a situation under the King 
of Siam, is obliged, with his wife, to take twice a year, 
on the first days ut the fifth and eleventh moon. 1 
may hereafter have occasion to give a detailed account 
of this ceremony, but 1 shall mention here, that it 
consisted in the Pya and all the officers while the 
Priests recited prayers, turning towards the North 
(Bangkok) falling prostrate and striking their heads on 
ground three successive times, and in afterwards read- 
ing a long oath, and drinking some water in which a 
musket ball had been put, and the points of a sword 
and spear dipped. I was good humouredly pressed by 
the Pya and his son to strike my head on the ground 
when the rest did so. and to drink some of the water, 
offering to get me made a 1 ’rah by the King of Siam. 
They were however perfectly satisfied with my standing 
up and bowing towards the north whenever the rest 
prostrated themselves. Some of the Commissioners 
from Bangkok importuned me much to drink a little 
of the water stating that my doing so would be 
highly gratifying to the King, but of course I declined. 
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and endeavoured to pacify them by pointing out that 
I held no office under their Master, and was besides 
ignorant of the precise nature of the obligation, which 
they had previously read and which they annexed to 
this ceremony of drinking water. 

1 observed the Pya of Salang prides himself on his 
title, and he took pains to correct the address of the 
letters which I carried to him from the Honble. the 
Governor, and in which he was styled Pya of Pungah. 
The Siamese are fully sensible of the great value of 
Junkceylon. The very first consequence of our 
Burmese war has been to induce the Siamese to turn 
their views towards improving that Island and their 
Establishment there is to be restored the moment the 
Pya returns from Bangkok, when his eldest son is to 
be appointed Governor of Salang.' Since the Burmese 
laid it waste, the inhabitant*, which were at one time 
estimated at twelve thousand, have never exceeded 
eight hundred or a thousand men. and the greater por- 
tion of these even and all the women and children live 
there but half the year, retiring during the North East 
monsoon to Pungah. In the same manner, its produce 
of tin, which in the time of Forest was estimated at 
five hundred tons per annum, has not of late years 
exceeded twenty tons, or eighty bhnrs. The inhabit- 
ants are chiefly engaged in cultivating paddy, of which 
grain I was assured by the young Chief, that Island 
exported at least three hundred Coyans per annum. 
The mortality of the Governors of Junkceylon, consi- 
dering that the Island is deemed healthy, is very 
remarkable. Luang Lam told me that he had seen 
eight die. 

Although I am satisfied that there is not the 
smallest chance of Junkceylon being ever ceded to 
us, 3 7 et I think that were it compatible with the 
general mercantile arrangements of the Honorable 
Company, the measure of establishing a factory 
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and commercial Agent there, or at Pungah ( and 
to this extent only I believe the late Honble. Colonel 
Bannerman’s plan was limited ) could be easily 
carried into effect, and would prove very profitable. 
Our Merchants at Penang, and the people of Pungah 
themselves complained of it. do not appear to be 
aware of the great means for carrying on trade which 
that place possesses, both in respect to its own 
produce, and in respect to the produce of Siam which 
can be so easily brought down via Chaiva. If a Com- 
mercial Agent on the part of the Honble. Company 
were fixed at Junkceylon or Pungah, in order to excite 
the industry of the inhabitants, and create a more 
effectual demand for the produce of those places and 
of Siam, I have little doubt but be would be able 
annually to send to Penang a supply of Lac, Sapan 
Wood, Tin. Birds' nests. Tripang, ivory and other 
Commodities sufficient to load two or three large 
Indiamen. Our Commercial Agent at Junkceylon 
might also offer, with two or three small Gun Boats, 
to join with the Siamese in protecting the Coasts and 
checking piracy, a service which is much required, 
and which the Siamese here would. 1 think, receive 
with gratitude. 


Nothing however would tend more immediately 
to improve our commercial relations with Pungah, 
than a survey of its harbour, which ships of the largest 
description may visit, and of the coast between it and 
Kedah, a good chart of almost the whole of which is 
even to this day a desideratum in hydrography. Of 
all the charts which we had with us, the oldest. <mo 
«t D’Apres do Mannevillete’s. most resembled what 
we observed and what the Native Pilots described 
around Pungah. A small island in the harbour of 
Pungah, called by the Siamese Ko-mak or Pulo 
Penang, and remarkable as the only one covered with 
trees, the rest being high and rocky, and as being 
near the best anchorage, we took the liberty of 
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naming “Fullerton's Isle" in honor of the (Jovernor of 
this Island. 

I was happy to find at Pungah a much more liberal 
arrangement with respect to the trade in tin than what 
I had previously learnt. No tin [is] ever sent to 
Bangkok but when specially required, for instance 
100 hhars were sent for the King of Siam to give to 
Mr. Crawfurd in return for the presents from the 
Bight Honble. the Governor General, and about the 
same quantity is now about to be dispatched for the 
Funeral of the late King. The privilege of smelting 
the tin ore is farmed by a Siamese Prah from Bangkok 
who is engaged to give the King of Siam for this 
privilege 140 hhars of tin and 10 muskets per annum. 
His Majesty's tin is either sold on the spot or brought 
to Penang and sold, and the proceeds are remitted to 
Siam in cash or in such articles as may be specially 
commissioned. Thus I was repeatedly assured, that 
the whole of the tin. excepting a portion occasionally 
when demanded for Public purposes at Bangkok, finds 
its way to Penang. Some times also, as was the case 
when I was at Pungah. Native vessels call in there 
and export tin to the Goast of Coromandel. The 
selling price of the metal at Pungah is 50 Dollars for 
the large Bliar. equal to 3 peculs and 56 Catties. To 
the farmer, all the tin ore is brought and he pays 2 
Dollars for 3 measures full of it, the measure being a 
basket containing from 11 to 15 catties, and a great 
source of this profit consists in the manner in which 
this measure is struck. The farmer paid formerly one 
Dollar only for 3 measures, but since the devastation 
of Junkceylon the King of Siam has directed the price 
paid to the. miner to be raised to 2 Dollars. The ore 
is smelted no less than seven times and the mole of 
smelting it is the same as what Mr. Light described 10 
years ago, and the produce about the same, vizt. 7 Per 
cent. At Pungah the metal is most abundant, from 
1000 to 1200 Bliars having been collected during the 
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past year. Most of the miners and all the smelters 
are Chinese, and the former do not work as they did 
at Junkeeylon in separate pits, but in trenches. 
The Pya of Salang has the privilege of taking from 
the farmer whatever portion of tin he may require 
at a fixed rate of 48 Collars Per Bhar. 

Elephant’s Tusks and Rhinoceros's horns only 
are now Koval monopolies, the whole of what is 
collected being ordered to be sent to Bangkok, an 
order which I was told the Pya of Salang often 
takes upon himself to disobey. The import duties 
at Pungah on Cottons and Salt are six per cent ; 
and the anchorage fees at the rate of one hundred 
and twenty five dollars for every fifty Bhars of Tin 
exported, being particularly high. 1 recommended 
the Pya to reduce them as a means of inviting more 
Ships to visit his port ; but he observed that the 
present rate had been fixed for centuries and could 
not be altered except by order from the King. 
There is no import duty on opium, and several other 
articles. The consumption of the first has been 
prohibited by the King of Siam, without much effect 
however, as L daily observed at Pungah. The 
Chinese dunks pay only four per Cent on Cottons, 
and a moiety only of the other duties which are 
levied on square rigged vessels. The Chinese pos- 
sess many other advantages in the Siamese Ter- 
ritories. and aie allowed to visit and settle in any 
part of them. We can be at no loss to know the 
cause of such indulgence when we observe that the 
Siamese Chiefs admire fair women, and generally, 
in preference to their own females, marry the daugh- 
ters of Chinese or fair women of Chinese Extraction. 
The Wife of the Young Chief of Salang is evidently 
of such origin, and this circumstance accounts for the 
Pya of Siugora, and so many of the other Siamese 
Governors being of Chinese Extraction, the bias of 
whose minds must of course be to favor the CH’ese. 
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The only authentic information I could obtain 
regarding the former state of the Country of Tenas- 
serim, was contained in apparently an old book in 
which I was shewn a Code of Harbour and Custom 
House duties and regulations in force at Mergui and 
Tenasserim whilst under the Siamese Government. 

I procured a copy of this document by means of the 
young Chief, and I beg to annex a translation of it, 
as from its perusal Government will be enabled to 
estimate what advantage our commerce may pro- 
bably derive from the measure of transferring this 
country to the Siamese. I saw clearly at Pungah, 
that the Siamese do not consider themselves to 
possess such a title or claim to our Conquests on 
this Coast as to require us to surrender more of 
them than what we may be inclined to do. I am 
sure they will be most happy to receive any portion 
of them, and as to what I was told at Kedah, on my 
first visit there, and the Chow Pya of Ligore himself 
appears to have told the same tale to my Chinese 
Agent Achong, that “the Court of Bangkok is 
quite indifferent regarding the possession of any 
portion of the Coast of Tenasserim " it may be 
easily explained when we reflect that the Coast is 
too far from Ligore for its chief to benefit by any 
cession of it, while the natural effect of such cession 
will he to increase the power and influence only of 
some of his rivals, the Governors of the Siamese 
Provinces immediately contiguous to it. 

I learnt much at Pungah respecting the 
advantageous commercial situation of Mergui, and 
even the Nakoda of one of the native Brigs which 
were loading with rice and tin for the Coast of 
Coromandel solicited me to submit to tlie con- 
sideration of our Government the importance 
of retaining such a post on the eastern side 
of the Bay of Bengal as Mergui, whence not 
only a valuable trade could always be conducted but 



[ 219 ] 


large supplies of rice in times of scarcity on the 
Coast of Coromandel could he so easily received and 
taken for the relief ol the sufferers. As to the 
capability of defending that Island there can be no 
doubt. Captain Poynton who assisted at its cap- 
ture, declares, that Mergui not only possesses a 
noble harbour, but that it is naturally a very strong 
place, the Port being placed upon a hill which com- 
pletely commands the harbour, to fire at which he 
was obliged to elevate the Guns of his Vessel at an 
angle of nearly fort}’ five degrees. 

Our Steam Boat at Rangoon appears to have 
excited great interest at Bangkok, and innumerable 
were the questions put to me both at Pungah and 
Kedah respecting the nature and principle of suclr 
a vessel. 

The event of the late King of Siam’s demise 
was concealed by the Court at Bangkok for two 
months, nor was it disclosed, nor the people ordered 
to go into mourning, until every preparation was 
made for resisting any attack or interference, which, 
I was assured at Pungah. the Court believed might 
be attempted by the English from Prince of 1 Cafes 
Island. The Siamese form of mourning for a King 
is the same as that of the Chinese — every subject is 
ordered to shave his head, and it was not without 
much crying, I was told, that the Women of Puugali 
consented to lose their long tresses. 


I have thus detailed. I hope not too minutely, 
the nature of my communications at Pungah, and 1 
beg to annex correct translations of the replies 
c. h. i. which the Fya of Salang and Prahs of Tuecatong 

and Tuccopa have given in the Siamese Language 
to the letters addressed to them by the Honble. the 
Governor. Whatever may be the ultimate deter- 
mination of Government, I have here earnestly to 
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request, that some early token may be transmitted 
to these Chiefs in acknowledgment of the cordial 
good will and kindness with which they received 
me, and for which I really feel grateful to them. 
In my intercourse with them, as well as with the 
Baginda Muda of Kedah, I adopted the practice of 
the old travellers and ambassadors. After a first 
formal and ceremonious interview, in which I proved 
to them that I possessed sufficient rank and powers. 
I threw aside all state and show, visited them 
privately and quietly, and endeavoured through my 
knowledge of the Malayan language [ and my J 
Native Christian and Hindoostannee Interpreters, to 
interest and amuse them by descriptions of our 
customs and manners, and aitho’ I did not dance a 
minuet as Kampfer did before the King and Court 
of team, or sing a Psalm as Lancaster did before 
the King of Acheen, still I did not hesitate to do 
things perhaps just as likely to excite risibility, and 
I found my plan eminently successful. It was the 
adoption of such a practice that enabled me to 
remove their suspicions and collect from them 
intelligence on any subject that I desired. I do 
not hesitate then to recommend to Government to 
accept the proffered assistance of these Chiefs at 
Bangkok, not only because 1 have experienced such 
kindness at their hands, but because 1 am more than 
ever convinced, that no impression can be made in 
our negotiations with Siam respecting the arrange- 
ments we desire to accomplish in this neighbour- 
hood, but through the aid and intervention of the 
Chiefs residing near us. 

I beg to submit to the particular notice of the 
Honble. the Governor in Council, that I am under the 
most important obligations to Mr. Maingy, the Su- 
perintendent of Province Wellesley ; who had in the 
true spirit of that zeal for the public, which so highly 
distinguishes him, and of that friendship which has 
long subsisted between us transferred to me several 
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of his own Malay Servants and attendants, to ac- 
company me on this mission. I found these men 
well acquainted with the Siamese language, and with 
every part of the Kedah and Ligore territories, and 
in possession of such superior worth and intelligence 
as a long servitude under Mr. Maingy could not fail 
to impart to them. I am much indebted also to 
Mr. Cracroft, who from his situation as Secretary 
to Government, and from his intimate acquaintance 
with the Malayan language and customs, and with 
the records of Government, was so well qualified to 
afford me useful and judicious hints. Mr. Anderson, 
the Malay Translator to Government, kindly gave 
me all the aid which his superior acquirements 
enabled him to give and I may add with pride and 
pleasure, that no Mission ever quitted Penang under 
moie friendly, cordial and zealous assistance than 
what mine had the great fortune to receive. I felt 
the deepest legret cn my leturn to the Presidency, 
to find, that there was one Gentleman, the late Mr. 
'Williams, Depmty tecietajy to Government, to 
whom it was no longer in my power to express iny 
giatitude. He had, with that good nature which 
had endeared him so much to all who knew him, 
insisted on my accepting the giatuitous use of his 
schooner or Pleasure Boat, and this favor proved of 
the n.cst essential service to my mission. 

I have now only to hope that the Honble. the 
Governor in Council will consider that the objects 
cf my mission towards the Isthmus of Kraw, as far 
as they were detailed in my Letter of Instructions 
-* Sec before, of the 8th of January,* have been so attended to by 
me, as to justify bis expectations. I trust he will be 
satisfied, that the Siamese do not possess any such 
title or claim to the late Conquests on the Coast of 
Tenasserim, as interfere with the British Govern- 
ment disposing of them in whatever manner it 
pleases, that the Court of Siam will receive a British 



[ 222 ] 


Envoy at the present juncture with every satisfac- 
tion, and lastly, that the Chiefs on the Isthmus of 
Kraw are Servants implicitly bound by, and actually 
obeying the dictates of their Superiors at Bangkok. 

I have &c. 

( Signed ) H. BURNEY Capt. 

Poll. Agent to the Siamese States. 

Prince of Wales Island 
the 2d. April 1825. 

True Copy 

( Signed ) E. A. BLUNDELL 
Actg. Secy, to Govt. 
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FORT WILLIAM 18th May 1825. 


Sect, Dept. 
NO. 18. 
Contd. 


A. 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Son of 
the Rajah of Ligore, at Ligore, to Captain Burney. 

( After Compliments. ) 

With respect to my friend Captain Burney 
sending China Aehong with a Letter from the Gov- 
ernor of Pulo Penang and one from himself to my 
father the Rajah of Ligore, which he brought across 
from Quedah to Ligore, my father received them 
with much satisfaction, in order that friendship 
might be prolonged. 

My father, the Rajah of Ligore, understands 
the contents of the letter from the Governor of Pulo 
Penang and my friend Captain Burney, relating to 
the English having engaged in hostilities with the 
Burinahs and taken many towns and that my friend 
Captain Burney had been sent as the representative 
of the Governor of Pulo Penang to transact business. 

It is mentioned in the letter of my friend 
Captain Burney, that the Governor of Bengal had 
directed him to come to establish friendship. My 
friend Captain Burney therefore requests to meet 
my father the Rajah of Ligore at Trang. My 
father, the Rajah of Ligore is much pleased and 
desirous that the Siamese and English Countries 
should he on friendly terms and be like one ; he 
would have gone to Trang agreeably to the request 
of my friend Captain Burney, expressed in bis 
letter, but it appears to him that it is too far distant 
from the Rajah of Pulo Penang. My father the 
Ra jah of Ligore, intends to come to Quedah, to be 
near the Governor of Pulo Penang, in order that 
business may be considered with facility, and that 
the road of friendship may be followed more than 
formerly. 
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The Rajah of Ligore is seriously disposed 
to preserve friendship and a good understand- 
ing with the English. He intends to proceed to 
Quedali in thirty or forty days, wherefore wait a 
little. When the Rajah of Ligoie comes to Quedali, 
the business will be considered agreeably to the wish 
of the Governor of Pulo Penang and my friend Cap- 
tain Euiney as mentioned in his letter. 

Further, with respect to the articles brought 
by China Acliong, these are a Necklace, two arm 
bangles, two candlesticks and a. shawl, which were 
received as a token of friendship. There is not at 
present time to piepare a suitable return of Siamese 
manufacture, but when the Ra jah of Ligore and I 
come to Quedali, some article' will be prepared to 
send as a token < f friendship. 

Dated old. of Rajah 12 to. 

Penang 

the 2tith March 182b. 

A Ti ue Translation 

(Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malav Transr. to Govt. 
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C. 

NOTE delivered to the Pya of Salang for the 
purpose of being forwarded to the Court of Siam by 
Captain Henry Burney, Political Agent from the 
Government of Prince of Wales Island to the Siamese 
States. 

Pungah 11th March 1S25. 

The unprovoked aggressions and hostile demons- 
trations of Ava having forced the British Government 
to declare war against that State, and British troops 
having taken possession not only of Assam, Cheduba, 
Negrais, Bassein, Rangoon, Serian, Dalla, Pegu, 
Martaban and Ye. but of Tavoy, Mergui and Tenas- 
serim, places immediately contiguous to the Siamese 
territories, Captain Henry Burney has been deputed 
by the Government of Prince of Wales Island, under 
the direction and authority of the Right Honble. the 
Governor General in Council, to visit the Siamese 
States in this neighbourhood, in order to explain to 
them fully the origin and progress of the war, to 
satisfy them of the sincere good will of the British 
Government towards the Court of Siam ; to invite 
them to co Mder the British Troops as friends, hostilely 
engined only against the ancient and inveterate 
enemic- of t lie Siamese, and to assure them, that the 
Briti-h t hikers and Soldiers on the frontiers of Siam 
have !).-■ n particularly cautioned to treat the subjects 
and pi opert v of Siam with every respect and attention. 

Captain Burney has arrived at Pungah, and given 
to the Pva of Salang, to his son and Tan Belat and 
Tan Yokabat, as well as to the Pralis of Tuccopa and 
Tuccatong and to the Kha-Luang from Bangkok, de- 
tailed aceuunt. of the nature and progress of the present 
war, and they have engaged to repeat the same to the 
Court of Siam. Captain Burney will then here only 
state, that as the British Troops have established 
themselves in the vicinity of the Siamese possessions. 
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the Right Honble. the Governor General is desirous 
of deputing an Agent to the Court of Siam, in order 
to satisfy it more full}- and unreservedly than can be 
done by letter, of the views and objects of the British 
Government, and as the time is arrived when the 
Siamese will have an opportunity of punishing their 
ancient and overbearing foe, the Right Honble. the 
Governer General is willing to point out to the Court of 
Siam, in what manner the co-operation of the Siamese 
in the present war may be rendered most serviceable to 
themselves, and most injurious to the Burmese. The 
Right Honble. the Governor General disavows all 
intentions of aggrandizement, and is therefore further 
willing to acquaint the Court of Siam what are his views 
with respect to the Conquered Burmese Territories, 
as well as to hear what arrangements that Court may- 
be disposed to make with the British Government 
concerning the recovery of any portion of its former 
possessions on the Coast of Tenasserim. 

Captain Burney possesses many documents to 
shew the Court of Siam what was the real purpose of 
the Mission which was deputed two years ago by the 
King of Ava to the King of Cochin China, and he 
trusts that the production of these papers, as well as 
the frank and candid manner in which the British 
Government offers to make the Court of Siam fully 
apprized of its views and intentions with respect to 
the Burmese, will be considered by that Court as 
unequivocal proofs of the sincerity and good feeling 
with which the British Government is actuated towards 
the Siamese Nation. 

t Signed) H. BURNEY Capt. Poll. Agent 
from the Penang Govt, to the 
Siamese States. 


( A true Copy. ) 
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D. 

LETTER addressed through the Pya of Salang to the 
Pya of Chimpohun by Captain H. Burney, Political 
Agent from the Penang Govt, to the Siamese States. 

Pungah loth March 1825. 

This letter is addressed by Captain Burney to the 
Pya of Chimpohun to inform him that the Govern- 
ment of Penang, under the authority of the Right 
Honble. the Governor General in Council, has deputed 
Captain Burney to visit the Siamese States in this 
neighbourhood in order to acquaint them that the 
British Government has declared war against Ava, 
and that the British troops having taken possession of 
several Burmese Countries, are on their way to the 
capital of Ava. The Burmese are well known to be 
the ancient and inveterate enemies of the Siamese, and 
as the British Government has sent troops to punish 
them, the time is at length come for the Siamese to 
prevail over the Burmese, and this they will not tail 
to do if they now come forward and co-operate with 
the English. The Right Honble. the Governor 
General of Bengal has sent positive orders to the 
British Officers and Soldiers stationed on the frontiers 
of Siam, at Martaban, Ye, Tavoy, Mergui and Tenas- 
serim, to treat the subjects and property of Siam with 
every respect and attention, and to maintain the most 
friendly intercourse with the contiguous Siamese posts. 
Captain Burney therefore encloses a Letter in English 
addressed to the British Officer commandinsr at Tenas- 
serim or Mergui, and requests the Pya of Chimpohun 
will forward it to the nearest station by some of his 
own servants and thus open a mutually beneficial in- 
tercourse between Chimpohun and those places for the 
purposes of trade as well as of friendship. 

Captain Burney has arrived at Pungah from 
Penang with various letters and papers, and he has 
fully explained to the Pya of Salang every particular 
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regarding the Burmese War, and this letter together 
with a dispatch addressed in the Malayan language by 
the Honble. the Governor of Penang and a box con- 
taining certain presents Captain Burney will deliver 
in charge to the Pya of Salang, who has promised to 
forward the whole to the Pya of C'himphoun with a letter 
from himself. Captain Burney has made not only the Pya 
of Salang but his Son and Tan Belat and Tan Yokabat. 
the Prahs of Tuccopa and Tuccatong, and the Kha- 
Luang Me-Khong from Bangkok intimately acquainted 
with every thing regarding the Burmese war, and they 
have engaged to forward immediately an official 
Note from him to the Court of Siam and to report to 
it. as also to repeat to the Pya of Chimpolmn on their 
passage to Bangkok, the agreeable intelligence which 
Captain Burney has communicated to them. 

Captain Burney begs the Pya of Chimpolmn will 
excuse any errors or omissions which the Pya may 
observe in this address, and which Captain Burney's 
ignorance of the Siamese tongue prevents his dis- 
covering. 

Captain Burney also begs the Pya will do him the 
favor to transmit a reply to him at Penang as soon as 
possible through the Pya of Salang and if the reply be 
accompanied by a map of tile Siamese frontiers ad- 
jacent to Tavoy, Mergui and Tenasserim, the British 
Government will be apprized of the line that separates 
the Burmese and Siamese possessions in this quarter, 
and will be enabled to prohibit its troops against 
entering in any direction within the Siamese bound- 
ary. On this last subject Captain Burney has particu- 
larly communicated with the Prali of Tuccopa and Kha 
Luang Me-Khong and they have promised to explain 
it more fully to the Pya of Chimpolmn. 

( Signed ) H. BURNEY Capt. Poll. Agent 
from the Penang Govt, to the 
Siamese States. 

A true Copy ( Signed) H. BURNEY Poll. Agent. 



* No Inverted 
commas are 
inserted. 


A Copy of the above letter, with the necessary 
alterations, and excluding only the passages contained 
within inverted commas, * was also addressed to the 
Pya of Puchpuri and Chow Pya of Rachpuri. A Copy 
of the same was addressed thro’ the Pya of Ligore’s 
son to the Pya of C'haiya. and this last contained an 
additional paragraph stating that the letter and pre- 
sents would be delivered to him by Prah Boree-rach- 
Soonibat. 


(Signed) H. BURNEY Poll. Agent. 



* Mr. Cuthbert- 
son by a sub- 
sequent and 
more correct 
observation 
made the longi- 
tude of Pungah 
98 31 

Sd. H. B. 
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E. 

DISPATCH addressed through the l’yas of Sa- 
lang and Chimpohun to the Officer Commanding the 
British Troops at Tenasserim or Mergui by Captn. 
H. Burney Political Agent from the Penang Govern- 
ment to the Siamese States. 

Pungah Lat : S 21 Bong: 08 23* 
loth March 1825. 

Sir, 

The Pya or Governor of Salang having engaged 
to transmit letters and presents from me to the Chow 
Pya of Raehpuri, to the Pya of Puchpuri, and to the 
Pya of Chimpohun, with letters from himself, joining 
in my invitation to those Siamese Governors to open a 
friendly intercourse with the British Troops stationed 
in the vicinity of their respective commands. I do 
myself the honor to address you under the following 
circumstances, which I beg you will lose no time in 
reporting for the information of Brigadier General Sir 
Archibald Campbell. K. C. B., K. C. I. S. &c. Ac. &c. 

Having been deputed by the Governor of Prince 
of Wales Island under the authority of the Bight 
Honble. the Governor General in Council, to visit the 
Siamese States in this neighbourhood, I arrived on the 
bth Inst, at this place, where I found assembled the 
Pralis of Tuceotong and Tuccopa and a Kha Luang or 
Commissioner from Bangkok, and where I have experi- 
enced the greatest kindness and cordiality. Having 
explained to the Pya, to lii» son, and Ministers, and to 
the Siamese Officers assembled here every 7 particular 
regarding the origin and progress of the Burmese 
War, I was at first invited to accompany them to 
Bangkok, whither they are about to proceed in the 
course of a month or three weeks for the purpose of 
assisting at the funeral of the late King of Siam, but on. 
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my declaring that I possessed no powers to visit Bang- 
kok, the Pya resolved on transmitting immediately an 
account of all 1 have communicated, together with ail 
official note from myself to the Court of Siam, and one 
addressing ? [ ed to ] the Honble. the Governor of 
Prince of Wales Island to request that I may be sent 
back to this place as soon as possible with sufficient 
powers from the Supreme Government and to offer to 
convey me to the capital via Chaiya. a large Town 
situated above Ligore on the Gulf of Siam. I am 
therefore to return to Penang to-morrow with such a 
letter from the Pya of this place. 

In the mean time the Pya having engaged to 
transmit letters and presents from me to the before- 
nn-ntioned Siamese Governors, with letters from him- 
self, I have been induced to address a Copy of this 
Dispatch to the Officer Commanding the British forces 
at Tenasaerim or Mergui thro’ the channel of the Pya 
of Chimpohun or Ciiounpioun, which person exercised 
the especial duty of watching the Burmese at Tavoy 
and Mergui. and has charge of the pass into the 
Siamese Ten itories. and of the whole boundary line 
in this quarter. The Siamese appear of late years to 
have been recovering some of their ancient dominions 
to the Southward ot Mergui, and their boundary line 
at present is reported here to cross the Isthmus of 
Kraw at Mooting Kroo-ong and Thongla-ong, two 
places on the western sea quite desolate and without 
inhabitants, nearly opposite to Chimpohun on the Gulf 
of Siam. Their frontier town to the Southward of 
Mergui would appear to be Pak-Chan, which is a little 
to the north of Rinnong or Rendong River opposite to 
St. Matthew’s Island, and which is perhaps the same 
place as that which the Burmese call Chan-ra situated 
in about Latitude 10.50. The journey from Chimpo- 
hun to Mergui is said to take only three days. 

I have learnt here that a great many of the 
Burmese who had fled from Tavoy and Mergui on our 
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occupation of those places, have been seized by the 
Pya of Chimpohun, and transmitted to Bangkok, and 
that the Court of Siam, distrustful of the accounts of 
the Burmese war which Mr. Crawfurd from Singapore 
and other British officers had communicated, has lately 
ordered the Pya of this place to collect and transmit 
full and positive accounts of our proceedings. 

The Prali or Lieut. Govr. of Tuccopa who. under 
the control of the P} r a of this place, exercises authority 
on the Isthmus of Kraw from Patai in about Latitude 
8. 40 to Korah or Kraw a small village a little to the 
southward of Rennong having consented to depute an 
Agent from Tuccopa to Mergui for the purpose of 
establishing a friendly and commercial intercourse 
between those ports, I shall deliver a copy of this 
dispatch to the Prali for him to forward to the British 
Officer Commanding at Mergui. The Prali has further 
promised to stop at Chimpohun on his passage to 
Bangkok, and to communicate every friendly intelli- 
gence to the Pya of that place under whose authority 
are Pak-chan and Rennong, the former only containing 
a few inhabitants. 


* Many Siamese as well as 
Burmese places appear to 
have two names, one in the 
learned, and another in the 
vulgar tongue. The first of 
these are in common use at 
Pungah, and the third I believe 
are Burmese corruptions. I 
suspect Dr. Hamilton’s Piappi 
to which he says a passage 
can be made from Junkccylon 
In six or seven days ( Page 235 
No. IS of Edinburgh Philoso- 
phical Journal; is a fourth 
name for Puchpuri. Sd. H. B. 


The Pya Puchpuri,* Phreepliree or 
Pepery, which appears to be situated on 
the river marked Cham in Horsburgh’s 
Charts, has charge of the boundary to 
the North of Chimpohun and Mergui, 
and as the journey from Puchpuri to 
Mergui takes only five days, and as 
Puchpuri is within two or three days 
journey from Bangkok, I shall address 
a Copy of this dispatch to the Officer 
Commanding at Mergui or Tavoy, through the channel 
of that Pva. 


The Chow Pya of Rachpuri, Ratphree or Yatpee, 
which appears to be situated on the river marked 
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Bencaser in Horsburgli’s Charts, but named Me-Klong 
by the Siamese, has charge of the boundary to the 
Northwest of Bangkok, and particularly of the Pass of 
three Pagodas called by the Burmese Eugaru and by 
the Siamese Prache-dee-Sam-ong (three towers). As 
this place leads from Martaban or Moultama to Bang- 
kok. and is not four days journey from Rachpuri, and 
as the Chow Pya of this place is said to be an officer 
of high rank connected with the Royal family of Siam, 
and in almost daily communication with Bangkok, I 
shall address a fourth copy of this letter to the British 
Officer Commanding at Martaban, Ye or Tavoy through 
the channel of this Chow Pya. 

Should any of the above mentioned Siamese 
Governors accept the invitation thus forwarded by the 
Pya of Salang and myself I am sure I need not suggest 
to you the expediency of treating any Agents who 
may be deputed for the purposes either of trade or 
friendly intercourse, with every attention and kindness, 
so that the Communication thus opened may be fol- 
lowed up and rendered mutually beneficial to the 
Siamese and to our troops in Ava. I have acquainted 
each of these Governors that the British Officers and 
troops on the frontiers of Siam have received very 
perempt y orders to respect the subjects and property 
of that Nation. 

1 have &e. 

( Signed ) H. BURNEY Capt. 

Poll. Agent from the Penang 

o o 

Govt, to the Siamese States. 


A true Copy 

( Signed ) H. BURNEY Poll. Agent. 
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A Copy of the above letter, directed to “ the 
Officer Commanding the British Forces at Mersrui ” 
was given to the Prali of Tuccopa, and besides the 
above, two Copies were delivered to the Pya of Salang, 
one enclosed in a letter to the Pya of Puchpuri and 
directed to The Officer Commanding the British 
Forces at Tavoy or Mergin' ■ ’’ and the other enclosed 
in a letter to the Chow Pya of llaclipuri, and directed 
to The Officer Commanding the British Forces at 
Martaban. Ye or Tavov." 

( Signed ) H. BURN BY Poll. Agent. 
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Y. 

DISPATCH addressed thro’ the eldest son of the 
Pya of Salang. the Prah Boon-rach-Soombat and J ’ya 
of Chaiya to the officer eommanding the British Troops 
at Mergin'. 


Pungah 18th March 1825. 

Sir, 

Since addressing you on the 1 5th Inst, thro’ the 
Prah of Tuccopa and Pyas of Puchpuri and Chimpohun, 
an officer of some rank, Prah Boree-rach-Soombat, has 
arrived here from Chaiya ; and as he, after hearing all 
I had communicated to the Pya of Salang. has resolved 
upon immediately trying a commercial adventure to 
Mergui, and has applied to me for a letter to your 
address. I am induced to write to you again thro’ the 
Pya of Chaiya. to whom the Prah abovementioned is 
about to return with a letter from the Young Chief 
here, as well as with one from myself giving cover to 
this dispatch. 

The Prah Boree-rach-Soombat proposes to pass 
overland from Chimpohun to Pak-Chan which will 
take him only one day, and then to proceed by water 
to Mergui. which lie can reach in another day. I feel 
assured that both himself and his servants will ex- 
perience from you that kindne-s and attention which 
are recommended by a consideration of the expediency 
of our opening as soon as possible a friendly intercourse 
with the Siamese. 

Since addre-sing you before, 1 have ascertained 
that Moo-ang Kloo-ung or Kruu-ung and Thong- 
la-ong are to the Southward of ltennoug ; that Pak- 
Clian is as far as the Siamese have been able to estab- 
lish themselves between Junkceylon and Mergui ; and 
that Pak-Chan and Kennong are under the immediate 
charge of a Luang or officer from Chimpohun, stationed 
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about the centre of the Isthmus of Kraw. at a place 
called Mooung Krali. which name. I may add, so nearly 
resembles the Korali or Kraw near Tuccopa, that the 
Siamese themselves are often obliged to distinguish 
it by the term Itennong-Kraw. 

I have Ac. 

(Signed) H. BL'RNEY C’apt. Poll. 
Agent from the Penang Govt, to 
the Siamese States. 

A true Copy 

(Signed) H. Bl'RNEY Poll. Agent. 
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G. 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rajah Nar- 
ong Ruangrit, Prasit, Chit Song Kram, who governs 
eight Countries, Vizt. Jongsylong, Boonglee, Taccooa 
Tong, Taccooapa, Koral, Poongha and Pakit commonly 
styled Pia Poongha, to the Honble. the Governor of 
Prince of Wales Island. 

I have received a letter by Captain Burney and 
perceive that he is a Commissioner from the Governor 
of Pulo Penang, to explain everything relative to the 
English having taken thirteen of the Burmese Coun- 
tries, which I am very glad to learn, for the Burmahs 
have been great enemies to the Siamese. Captain 
Burney mentioned also that the Governor General had 
sent a letter for the King of Siam, which letter con- 
tains information about the war between the English 
and Burmahs, but the letter was at Pulo Penang. 

Captain Burney seems to be a clever man, and 
possessed of good understanding, and I have received 
him with pleasure and respect. The letter which he 
( sic , brought I have sent a reply to the Governor’s letter 
by Captain Burney, who returns to Pulo Penang, and 
I request the Governor will send the letter from the 
Governor General of Bengal, with which Captain 
Burney can return to Poongha again, that I may send 
the letter and him to the King of Siam. 

Captain Burney has sent letters to the Rajah of 
Chimpohun, Racliaboory, and Petchboory. All the 
articles which he brought I have received. I am now 
preparing to depart for Bangkok and shall await him 
there, and 1 shall explain all that I have learnt from 
him. My sou is waiting at Poongha to accompany 
him to Bangkok. 

Dated Thursday the 29th of the fourth month and 
Tear llSii Pi vok. 

Penang (Signed) JOHN ANDERSON 

26th March, 1325. Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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# The Kafahom 
at Bangkok. 


H. 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Rajah of 
Tuccoona Tong and Bonglee to the Honble. the 
Governor of Prince of Wales Island. 

We have received a letter from Captain Burney 
and we know for certain that the English have taken 
several of the Burmah Countries. Captain Burney 
went to Poongha to explain all the circumstances to 
the Rajah of -Jongsalong and to the Chiefs of Tuccoona 
Tong and Tucooapa ; we have accordingly prepared a 
letter and sent it to the King of Siam to explain all 
we have heard from Captain Burney. We have been 
made fully acquainted with the wish of the Governor 
of Pulo Penang to be on friendly terms with the 
King of Siam and we are perfectly satisfied with 
the explanations contained in the letter from the Govr. 
of Pulo Penang. 

The Rajali of Jongsalong, Tuccoona Tong and 
Tacooapa have jointly received Captain Burney with 
great pleasure, we have sent the letter to the Pana- 
hua-Chauthan Piya Aecamahasena-thibody,* in order 
that he may explain every thing to the King of Siam. 

Captain Burney seems to be a clever man and 
possessed of good understanding. If the Governor of 
Pulo Penang has any business hereafter, we wish that 
he will send Captain Burney again, for we are ac- 
quainted with him. If he does come bank to Poongha 
upon any subject ot business, we shall jointly assist in 
promoting the wishes of the Governor of Pulo Penang. 

Dated Thursday the 29th of the fourth Month 
and year 1 1 8G Pi vok. 

A true Translation 

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 
Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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I. 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the Phra-jofc 
Pac-dee Si-phichaisongkram, Commander of Tuccopa, 
to the Governor of Prince of Wales Island. 

( After Compliments.) 

I have received a letter and presents from Captain 
Burney, and know all the contents of the letter. I 
have, in conjunction with the Rajah of Jan Sylang 
( Junkceylon ) sent a letter to the King of Siam, and 
if His Majesty returns any particular reply, 1 will 
write to the Governor of Pulo Penang by the first 
opportunity. 

Captain Burney has given a note or a kind of pass 
to go and trade at Meigui, and a letter has been sent 
to Tuccopa that they may prepare every article of trade 
to go to Mergui. Captain Burney has sent a map 
to the King of Siam to shew also to the Rajah of 
Choomphon, that the Rajah of Choomphon may know. 

Dated Thursday the 29th of the fourth Month and 
year 1186 Pi vok. 

A true Translation 

( Signed ) JOHN ANDERSON 

Malay Transr. to Govt. 

Penang 

the 26th March 1825. 


True Copies 

(Signed) G.* W. BLUNDELL Actg. Secy, 
to Govt. 




* sic. ? A. E. Blundell. 
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